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No.L TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 1749-60. 

Cur tamen hoe Ubeat potius, decwrere campo'. 

Per gvem magma tqwn Aurune^tflemt-aiumntUf 

Si vaaUj et pladdi ratumem admiUitiSf edom.— — jvt. 

Why to expatiate in this beaten field. 

Why anus, oft us'd in vain, I mean to wield; 

If dme permit, and candour will attend, 

Some satisfaction this ee&ay may lend.— — blphiiistov. 

Jl HE difficahy of the first address on any new 
occasion, is felt by every man in his transactions 
with the world, and confessed by the settled and re- 
gular forms of salutation which necessity has intro- 
duced into all lang^uages* Judgment was wearied 
with the perplexity of being forced upon choice, 
where there was no motive to preference ; and it 
was found ccmvenient that scmie easy method of 
introduction should be established, which, if it 
wanted the allurement of novelty, might enjoy the 
security of prescription. 

AAMBLER, VOL. I. B 
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Perhaps few authors have presented themselves 
before the public, without wishing that such cere- 
monial modes of entrance had been anciently esta- 
blishedy as might have freed them from those dan- 
gers which the desire of pleasing is certain to pro- 
duce, and precluded the vain expedients of soft- 
ening censure by apologies, or rousing attention 
by abruptness. 

The epic Mnriters have found the proemial part 
of the poem such an addition to their undertakings 
that they have almost unanimously adopted the first 
lines of Homer, and the reader needs only be in- 
formed of the subject, to know in what manner the 
poem will begin. 

But this solemn repetition is hitherto the peculiar 
distinction of heroic poetry ; it has never been le» 
gaily extended to the lower orders of literature, but 
seems to be considered as an hereditary privilege, 
to be enjoyed only by those who claim it from their 
alliance to the genius of Homer. 

The rules which the injudicious use of this pre- 
rogative suggested to Horace, may indeed be ap- 
plied to the direction of candidates for inferior 
fame ; it may be proper for all to remember, that 
they ought not to raise expectation which it is not 
in their power to satisfy, and that it is more pleas- 
ing to see smoke brightening into flame, than flame 
sinking into smoke. 

This precept has been long received, both from 
regard to the authority of Horace, and its confor- 
mity to the general opinion of the world ; yet there 
have been always some, that thought it no devia- 
tion from modesty to recommend their own labours. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ko.i. THS RAMBLER. $ 

(UkA imagined theniielFes entitled by indifputable 
merit to an exemption from general restraints, and 
to eterationa not allowed in common life. Tbey, 
{ierhap8» believed, that when, like Thucyd^e^ they 
bequei^ed to mankind ^nf^ k ^iy an eHate f^ 
£ver^ it was an additional favour to inform them of 
its value. 

It may, indeed, be no less dangerous to daim^ on 
certain oecasions, too little than too mudi. There 
is somethii^ captivating in spirit and intrepidity, to 
which we often yield, as to a resistless power; nor 
can he reaaooably expect the coi^deDce of othfuts, 
who too apparently distrusts himsdf. 

Plutarcbf in his enumeration of tiie variooa oo« 
.easbns on which a man may without just olfence 
jprodaim hia (Mm ezeeneneies^ has omitted the ease 
of tti author entermg the world ; unless it nugr be 
compiebeDded under his general pontion, that a 
man may lawfully ptaise himself for those qualities 
whtcfa cannot be known but fitm his own moudi; 
as when he is among strangers, and can have np 
(Dpportttni^ oi an actual exertioii of his powem 
That the case of an author is parallel mil scarcely 
he granted, because he neoessaioify diaooven tiie de- 
gree of his merit to his judges, when he iqppean at 
his trial But it should be remembered, that unless 
his judges ate indined to favour himt they will 
hardly be persuaded to ^ear the cause. 

In kyve, the state whkh fiUs the heart with a de^ 
gree of sc^idtude next that of an author^ it has been 
held a maxim, that success is most eanly obtained 
by indirect and unperc ei ve d approoefaes ; he who 
too aoon piofiesses himself a lover, raises obatariea 
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to his own wishes^ and those whom disappointments 
have taught experiencei endeavour to conceal their 
passion till they believe their mistress wishes for 
the discovery. The same method^ if it were prac- 
ticable to writers, would save many complaints of 
the severity of the age, and the caprices of criti- 
cism. If a man could glide imperceptibly into the 
fiivour of the public^ and only proclaim his pre- 
tensions to literary honours when he is sure of not 
being rgected, he might commence author with 
better hopes, as bis failings might escape contempt^ 
though he studl never attain much regard. 

But since the world supposes every man that 
writes, ambitious of applause, as some ladies have 
taught themselves to believe that eveiy man in- 
tends love, who expresses dvitity, tiie miscarriage 
of any endeavour in learning raises an unbounded 
contempt, indulged by most minds wtUiout scrufde^ 
«8 an honest triumph over unjust claims, and ex- 
orbitant expectaticNfie. The artifices of those who 
fmt themselves in this hazardous state, have tbere- 
/ fare been multiplied in proportion to their fear as' 
well as their ambition ; and are to be looked upon 
with more indidgenoe, as they are incited at once 
by the two great movers of the human mind, the 
dedre of good, and the fear of evil. For who can 
wonder that, allured on one side, and frightened 
on the other, some should endeavour to gain fii- 
vour by bribing the judge* with an appearance of 
mpeet which tibey do not fed, to exdte compas* 
don by confessing weakness of which they are not 
ocmvinoed ; and others to attract regard by a shew 
ofcypennesa and magnanimity, by a daring profes- 
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moQ of their own deserts^ and a puUic dhallenge 
of honours and rewards ? 

The ostentatious and haughty display of them* 
selves has been the usual refuge of diurnal writars» 
in vindication of whose practice it may be said 
that what it wants in prudence is supplied by sin* 
cerity, and who at least may plead, that if their 
boasts deceive any into the perusal of their per« 
fonnanoes^ they defraud them of but littie time. 

Quid enim ? C(mcurrUur''-'horaB 
Momenta cita mors venit, out victoria keta^ 

The battk join^ ind in a momeDt's flight. 

Deaths or a joyM conquest, ends the fight.-— ^-francis. 

The question concerning the merit of the drjr is 
soon dedded, and we are not condemned to toil 
through half a folio, to be convinced that the writer 
has broke his promise. 

It is one among many reasons for which I pur^ 
pose to endeavour the entertainment of my coun- 
trymen by a short essay on Tuesday and Saturday,\ 
that I hope not much to tire those whom I shall not 
happen to please; and if I am not commended for 
the beauty of my works, to be at least pardoned for 
their brevity. But whether my expectations are 
most fixed on pardon or praise, I think iC not ne- 
cessiary to discover ; for having accurately weighed 
the reasons for arrogance and submission, I find 
them iso nearly equiponderant, that my impatience 
to try the event of my first performance will not 
sufier me to attend any longer the trepidations of 
the balance. 
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There are, indeed, many convenienciet almoit 
peculiar to this method of pubUeatiQii, which mvf 
naturally flatter the author, whether li^ be confi- 
dent or ttmoroua. The man to whom the extent 
of his knoidedge, br the Sprightliness of Ub imagi^ 
nation, has^ in his own opinion, already secured the 
praises of the wwld, willing^ takes that way of dis« 
playing his abilities which will soonest gire him an 
oppmtunity of hearing the voiee of fiime ; it height* 
ens his alacrity to think in how many places he 
shall hear what he is now writing, read with ecsta- 
des to-morrow. He will often please himsdf with 
reflecting, that the author of a laige treatise must 
proceed with anxiety, lest, before the completion 
of his work, the attention of the public may have 
changed its otgect; but that he who is confined to 
no single topic, may fi^low the national taste 
through all its variations, and catch the aura popu* 
iaim, the gale of favour, firom what point soever it 
shall blow. 

Nor is the prospect less likely to ease the doubts 
of the cautious^ and the terrors of the fearful, for 
to such the sluMtness of every single paper is a 
powerful ^encouragement He that questions his 
abilities to arrange the ^dissimilar parts of an ex« 
tensive plan, or fears to be lost in a complicated 
system, may yet hope to adjust a few pages with- 
out perplexity ; and if, wh^ he turns over the re- 
positories of his memory, he finds his collection too 
small for a vdum^ he may yet have enou^^ to 
fiimish out an essay. He that would fi^r to lay 
out too much time upon an experiment of which 
he knows not the event, persuades himself that a 
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few days wft their bim what lie is to expeet from 
bb teaming and Iris genius. If he thinkshis own 
jiklgment not snffidentijr enKghtened, he may^ l^ 
attendkig to the remarks whidi every paper will 
piodnce^ rectify his opinions. If he should wHh too 
litde premeditatiim eneumber himself I^ an un^ 
widdy sQfageet, he can qnit it withoat cobfts^g 
his ignorance^ and pass to other topics toss dan- 
geroiis^ or more tractable And if he Ibids, with 
aU his industoy^ and all his artifioesi that he cannot 
deserve r^;ard, w cannot attain it» he may let ttie 
design fidl at onc^ and, withoat injiny to oAers 
or himself, retire to amusements of greater plea- 
sur^ or to studies of better prospect 



NaS. SATURDAY, MABCH 84,174940. 



SUart loco nescii, permmt vesiigUk nuOe 

Anicfogam, absentemquefirii grams tmgtilaemmpim. 



tuAtvn, 



Th' faqiitMnt oooner Mots in every vem. 
And pawing teems to beat the distant plain ; 
HiDsy iraka, and Soods appear abeadf orasiy 
And fve htalvt^ a tbaoaaod atcpa tva kafe.— r«r9« 



That the mind of nuu9 is never satisfied with 
the objects immediately before it;i, but is always 
breaking away from the present moment, andlo* 
sing itsdf in schemes of futuie felicity ; and that 
we forget the proper use of the time now in our 
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powor^ to j^novide for the enjojmeiiit of that whidi^ 
piKiiapi, may never be granted ub, has been fte- 
qaentljr t&a^keA ; and as this practice is a oom- 
TOodJQtts siilgeet €£ raiUery to the gay, and of de- 
dwMdion to the serious, it has been riffieuled wilii 
jaim, the (deasantry of wit, and exaggerated with $il 
the amplifieatioBs of rhetoric. Every instance fagr 
which its absurdity might appear most flagnmt, has 
been studiously cdlected ; it has been marked with 
eveiy epithet of contempt, and all the ttofCB and 
figures have bera called forth against it 

Censure is willingly indulged, because it alwi^a 
implies some superiority ; men ^ease themselves 
with imagining that they have made a deeper seaioh^ 
or wider survey, than others, and detected faults 
and follies, whidi escape vulgar observaticm. And 
the pleasure of wantoning in common topics is so 
tempting to a writer, that he cannot easily resign 
it ; a train of sentiments generally received enables 
him to diine without labour, imd to conquer with- 
out a contest. It is so easy to laugh at the folly of 
him who lives only in idea, refuses immediate ease 
for distant pleasures, and, instead of enjoying the 
blessings of life, lets life glide away in preparations 
to enjoy them ; it affords such oppcnrtunities of tri- 
umphant exultation, to exemplify the uncertainty 
of the human states to rouse mc»tals from their 
dream, and inform them of the silait celerity of 
time, that we may believe authors willing rather 
to transmit than examine so advantageous a prin- 
dple, and more indined to pursue a track so smooth 
and so flowery, dian attentively to censider wbe« 
dier it leads to truth; 
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This qaality of lootdng forward into fiitiiri^y 
seems the unavoidable condition of a bdng, whoM 
motions are gradual, and whose Ufe is progressire t 
as his powers are fimited, he must use means fsn 
the attiunmait of his ends, and intend fifst what 
be performs last ; as by continual advances from 
his first stage of existence, he is perpetually vaery- 
isg the horizon of his prospeets, he must always 
discover new motives of actic»i, new msfatmomtM 
of fear, and allurements ci desire. 

The end therefore wfaidi at preaeoteaMs forth 
our effi>rts, will be found, when it is cmee gabitd, 
to be'ddy one c^the means to some remoter end« 
The natural flights of the human mind are no* i 
from pleasure to pleasure, but from hope td hope, i 

He that dbects hb steps to a certain pctnt^ mosC 
frequently turn bis eyes to that place whi<^ he 
strives to reach ; he that undergoes thefatigist of 
labour must solace his weariness with tAe oontem^ 
plation <^ its reward. In agriculture, one of the 
most rimple and necessary employments^ no matt 
turns tip the ground but becanase he thinks cf tbe 
harvest, that harvest which blighls may intercept^ 
whi(!h inundations may swe^ away, or whieh deaith 
or calamity may hinder bim from reajtog. 

Yet as few manms ai^ widely received or long 
retained but for some conformity with truth and 
nature, it must be confessed, that this caution 
iigitost keeping our view too intent upon, remote 
advantages is not without its propriety or usual- 
ness, though it mJEiy have been recited with too 
much levity, or enforced with too little distinction: 

S 



\/^ 
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ibr nfM t6 gpeak of that vebemenoe of dedre which 
ptesfles through right and wrong to its gratificn- 
tioiit or that anxious inquietude wliidi ii justly 
diaigeaUe with distrust of heaven, subjects too 
sofemn for my present purpose; it frequently hap* 
pens tfaat» by indulging early the raptures ci sue- 
cesst we fiorget the otieasures necessary to aecurt 
it» ami suffer the imagination to riot in the fruitkm 
of some possiUe good, till the time of obtainii^ it 
has slijqped away. 

Tliare would, however, be few enterprijEes of 
great laboor or hazard undertaken, if we had not 
the power of magnifying the advantages wUcb 
we persuade ourselves to expect from them* yS^ben 
the knight ct La Mandia gravely recounts to his 
companion the adventures by which he is to sig- 
nalise himself in such a manner that he shall be 
summoned to the support o£ em[Hres, solicited to 
accept the heuess c£ the crown which he has pro* 
served, have honours and riches to scatter aboot 
him; and an ishnd to bestow on his worthy squiro^ 
very few readers, amidst their mirth or jHty, can 
deny that they have admitted visions of the same 
kind; though they have not, perhaps, expected 
events equally strange, or by means equally in- 
adequate. When we pity him, we reflect on our 
own disappointments; and when we laugh, our 
hearts inform us that he is not mwe ridiculoua 
than oursdves, except that Jie tdk what we have 
only thought 

The understanding of a man natural^ sanguine^ 
may, Indeed, be easily vitiated by the luxurious 
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indulgeooe of hope, however necessary to the pro- 
duction of every thmg great or excellent, as some 
plants are destroyed by too open exposure to that 
sun which gives life and beauty to the v^;etaUe 
worid. 

Perhaps no class c£ the human spems requires 
move to be cautioned against this antieipation of 
happineasy than those that aspire to the name of 
mathoiB. A man of lively fancy no sooner finds a 
hint moving in his mind, than he makes momen- 
taneous excursions to the press, and to the world, 
and, with a little encouragem^it from flattery* 
poshes forward into future ages^ and progoosti* 
eates the honours to be paid himt when envy is 
extinct, and fiM!ti<m fiirgotten» and those, whom 
partiality now suffers to obscure him, shall have 
given way to the triflers of as short duration as 
thmnselves. 

Those who have proceeded so fiur as to appeal 
to the tribunal of succeeding timei^ are not likely 
to be cured of their infiituatton ; but all endeavours 
ought to be used fiur the prevention of a diaeasct 
for which, when it -has attained its height, perhaps 
no remedy will be found in the gardens of phi* 
loaophy, however she may boast her physic of the 
mind, her cathartics of vice, or Imitives of pasMon. 

I shall, ther^Mre, while I am yet but lightiy 
touched with the symptoms of the writer!! malady^ 
endeavour to fortify mysdf against the infection* 
not without some weak h<^ that my preservatives 
may extend iiim virtues to others, whose employ- 
ment exposes them to the same danger. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



in THE RAHBLES. Na 2. 

Laudii amort tunus 9 Sunt ceria pheula, qum te 
Ter pure Ucto poterunt recreare libelio. 
Is fiime your pasnon ? Wisdom's powerfVil ducm, 
If thrice read over, shall its fbrce dissnn.«— feancis. 

It IS the sage advice of Epictetus, that a man 
should aocastom himself often to think of what is 
most shocking and terrible, that by such refi^ 
tions he may be preserved from too ardent wishes 
for seeming good, and from too much dejection in 
real evil. 

There is nothing more dreadful to an author 
than neglect, compared with which^ reproach, ha* 
fied, and opposition, are names of hap[HnesB ; yet 
this worse, this meanest fate, every one who dares 
to write has reason to fear. 

Inunc, et versus tecum nuditare canoros. 
Go now^ and meditate thy tunefbl lays.— — elfhinstok. 

It may not be unfit for him wlio makes a new 
entrance into the lettered world, so fstr to suspect 
his own powers, as to believe that he possibly may 
deserve neglect; that nature may not have quali- 
fied him much to enlaige or embdlish knowledge^ 
nor sent him fi^h entitled by indisputable superi- 
ority to r^^late the conduct of the rest of man- 
kind ; that, though the world must be granted to 
be yet in ignorance, he is not destined to di^l 
the cloud, not to shine out as one of the lumina- 
ries of life* For this suspicion, every catak^gue of 
a library will furnish sufficient reason ; as he will 
find it crowded with names of men, who, though 
now forgotten, were once no less enterprizing or 
confident than himself, equally pleased with their 
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own prodactions, equally caressed by their patrons^ 
and flattered by their friends. 

But though it should happen that an author is 
capable of excelling, yet hb merit may pass with- 
out notice, huddled in the variety of things, and 
thrown into the general miscellany of life. He v/ 
that endeavours after fame by writing, ^licj^ .the 
regard of a multitude fluctuating in ple asures or 
immersed in business, without time for intelWctusd 
amusements ; he appeak to judges^ prepossessed by 
passions or corrupted Jby ppqudtoaa»^jyhicB^ pre^ 
dude their approbation of any new performance. 
Some are teCTm^dUnt to read any thin^^ till its 
reputation is established ; others too envious to 
promote that fame which gives them pain by its 
increase. What is nrw \n t^pat^i hif^uflp mn<ft 
are unwilling to be^aught ; and, what is Jpaown ia 
l^ected, becaase it is no t suffi ciently considered, 
that men more frequency require to lie^reminded 
than informed.»J' The'ieadrned'im? afrai^^ to dedare ^ 
their opinion Jelujy, lest'th^r^^boul^ put their reu 
putation in hi^ard;.4he^lgnctt*ant always imagine 
themselves giving some proof of delicacy, when 
they refuse to be pleased; aadr-^i^that finds hia 
way to reputation thi^ough^ jdl these obstructions, 
must acknowledge that he ia indebted to other 
causes besides his industry, his learning, or hb wit. 
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Fhiui, rejmlun neicia sordid, 
In t a mm aiisjntget honoHhus, 
Nee iumiit ami ptmii $eeurt9 
ArUiri9 ptfmhrit oufWd— — Hom. 

Undinppoiiited in designiy 

With native honomn Virtoe ihines ; 

Nor taket up pow'r^ nor kyt it ddfwn^ 

Af giddy nbblflt mik or ItQwi L ' iLfHiM»TOK> 

Thk task of an author is, dther to teadi what if 
Bot knowDt <x to reooDimeod known truths bjr hia 
mannar of adorning them ; dther to Itt new light 
in upon the mind, and open new aeenei to the 
pro a pe c t, or to vary the dreaa and situation of com* 
mon objects, so as to give them hesk grace and 
more powerful attractions, to spread sudi flowefs 
over the r^^lons through whidi the intellect has 
siready made its progress, as may tempt it to re- 
turn, and take a second view c£ things hastily pas« 
sed over, or negligently regarded. 

Either of these labours is very difficult, because 
that they may not be fruitless, mai must not only 
be persuaded of their errors, but recondled to 
their guide ; they must not only confess their ig- 
norance, but, what is still less pleasing, must d- 
low that he fix>m whom they are to learn is more 
knowing than themselves. 

8 
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It miglit be iioagiMd that tudi an emplofmmt 
wm in itself suffidentlj irkaome and hasardoua; 
that none would be found 90 malevolent as wan** 
tonly to add wdlght to the stone of Sisyidius; and 
that few endeavours would be used to obstruct 
those advances to reputation^ whioh must be made 
at such an expence of time and thought* with so 
great hasard in the miscarriage* and with so little 
advantage from the suoosss. 

Yet there is a certain race of men, that either 
nsagine it theur duty* or make it their amusement 
to binder the reception of every work of learning 
or genius* who stand as centinds in the avenues of 
fime* and value themselves upon giving Ignorance 
and Envy the first notice of a prey. 

To tiiese men* who distinguish themsdves by v 
die appdIatioQ of Ciitica* it is neeessaiy for a 
new aiithor to find some means of reoomoMcida* 
tion. It is probable^ tibat the most mafignant of 
these persecutors might be somewhat softened* and 
prevailed on* for a short time^ to remit their fiiry. 
IBhvmg for this purpose oMisideted many exped^ 
ents* I find in the leoords of ancient times^ timt 
Argus was luUed by music* and Cerberus quieted 
with a sop; and am* therefore* inclined to believe 
that modem critics* who* if they have not the eyes^ 
have the watohftilness of Argus* and can bark as 
kmd as Cerberus* thou^* perhaps^ they camiot 
Ute with equd ftNree* might be subdued by methods 
of the same kind. I have heard how some Imve 
been padfied with daret and a supper* and others 
kkl asleep with the soft notes of flattery. 

Though the nature of my unda^taldng gives me 
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mxSkimit,fUBon to drdtd the muted attacks of this 
vinilrat^ gena«ti<»i, yet» I hawe not hitherto ^pm^ 
rallied myself to take any measures for flight 0t 
treaty. For I am in doubt whether they can act 
against me by lawful aathority, and suspect thafc 
they hay6 presumed upon a forged commission, 
stiled themselves the ministers of Criticism, with* 
put any authentic evidence c£ del^jation, an^ 
uttered their own determinations as the decrees of 
a higher judicature. 

Criticism, from whom they derive their claim 
to dedde the fate of writers, was the ddest daugh- 
ter o{ Labour and of Truth : die was^ at her birth, 
OGfoEimitted to the care of Justice, and brought up 
by her in the palace of Wisdom. Being soon dis- 
tinguished by the celestials, for her uncommon qua- 
Mties, she was appointed the governess of Fanof, 
and empowered to beat time to the chorus <^ the 
Muses, when they sung before the throne of Ju- 
piter. 

When the Muses condescended to visit this lower 
world, they came accompanied by Criticism, to 
whom, upon her descent from her native regions. 
Justice gave a sceptre, to be earned dXoSt in her 
right hand, one end of which was tinctured with 
ambrosia, and inwreathed with a golden foliage 
of amaranths and bays ; the other aid was endrcled 
wiA cypress and poppies, and dipped in the watess 
of oblivion. In her left hwd, she hove an unex- 
ttnguishable torch, manufoctured by Labour^ and 
lighted by Truth, of which it was the particular 
quality immediately to shew eva7 thing in its true 
form, however it might be disguised to common 
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' eyw. Whatever Art could complicate^ or Folly 
oould confound, was, upon the first gleam^ of the 
Torch of Truth, exhibited in its distinct parts and 
ori^nal simplicity ; it darted through the labyrinths 
of sophistry, and shewed at once all the absurdities 
to which they served for refuge ; it pierced through 
the robes which rhetoric often sold to falsehood, 
and detected the disproportion of parts which arti- 
ficial veils had been contrived to cover. 

Thus furnished for the execution of her office. 
Criticism came down to survey the performances 
of those who professed themselves the votaries of 
the Muses. Whatever was brought before her, she 
beheld by the steady light of the Torch of Truth, 
and when her examination had convinced her, that 
the laws of just writing had been observed, she 
toudied it with the amaranthine end of the scep- 
tre and consigned it over to immortality. 

But it more frequently happened, that in the 
works which required her inspection, there was 
aome imposture attempted ; that fidse colours were 
laboriously laid; that some secret inequality was 
found between the words and sentiment^ or some 
dissimilitude of the ideas and the original objects ; 
that incongruities were linked together, or that 
some parts were of no use but to enlarge the ap- 
pearance of the whole, without contributing to its 
beauty, solidity, or usefulness. 

Wherever such discoveries were made, and they 
were made whenever these &ults were committed. 
Criticism refused the touch which conferred the 
sanction of immortality, and, when the errors 
were frequent and gross, reversed the sceptre, and 

VOL. IV. c 
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let drops qS lethe distil from the poppies and cy^ 
press a fatal mildew^ which immediatdjr began to 
waste the work away, till it was at la^t tc^lly de- 
stroyed. 

There were some compositions brought to the 
test) in which, when the strongest light was thrown 
upon them, their beauties and faults appeared so 
equally mingled, that Criticism stood with her 
sceptre poised in her hand, in doubt whether to 
shed lethe or ambrosia, upon them. These at last 
increased to so great a number, that she was weary 
of attending such doubtful claims, and, lor fear of 
using improperly the sceptre of Justice^ referred 
the cause to be conttdered by Time. 

The proceedings of Time, though very dilatory^ 
were, some few caprices excepted, conformable to 
justice: and many who thought themselves se- 
cure by a short forbearance, have sunk under his 
scythe, as they were posting down with their vo- 
lumes in triumph to futurity. It was observable 
that some were destroyed by little and little, and 
others crushed for ever by a single blow. 

Critidsm having long kept her eye fixed stea- 
dily upon Time, was at last so well satisfied with his 
conduct, that she withdrew from the earth with her 
patrcHiess Aatrea, and left Prejudice and False 
Taste to ravage at large as the associates of Fraud 
and Mischief; contenting hersdf thenceforth to 
shed her influence from afar upon some select 
minds, fitted for its reception by learning and by 
virtue. 

Before her departure she broke her sceptre, of 
which the shivers, that formed the ambrosial end. 
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were caught up by Flattery, and those that had 
been infected with the waters of lethe were, with 
equal haste, seized by Malevolence. The fol- 
lowers of Flattery, to whom she distributed her 
part of the sceptre, neither had not desired light, 
but touched indiscrimiilately whatever Power or 
Interest happened to exhibit. The companions 
of Malevolence were supplied by the Furies with 
a torch, which had this quality peculiar to infernal 
lustre, that its light fell only upon faults. 

No lig^ty but rather dartnffw visible^ 
Serv'd only to discover sights of woe. 

With these fragments of authority, the slaves of 
Flattery and Malevolence marched out, at the 
command of their mistresses, to confer immorta- 
lity, or condemn to oblivion. But the sceptre had 
now lost its power ; and Time passes his sentence 
-at leisure, without any regard to their determina- 
tions. 
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No. 4. SATURDAY, MARCH 81, 1750. 

Simul etjucunda et idonea dktre vtto.-— hob. 
And join both profit and delight in one . cebech. 

^ PtuE works of fiction, with which the present ge- 

. neration seems more particularly delighted, are 

\ such as exhibit life in its true state, diversified only 

! by accidents that daily happen in the world, and 

influenced by passions and qualities which are really 

to be found in conversing vnth mankind. 

This kind of writing may be termed not impro- 
perly the comedy of romance, and is to be con- 
ducted nearly by the rules of comic poetry. Its 
province is to bring about natural events by easy 
means, and to keep up curiosity without the help 
of wonder : it is therefore precluded from the ma^ 
chines and expedients of the heroic romance, and 
can neither employ giants to snatch away a lady 
fi-om the nuptial rites, nor knights to bring her 
back from captivity ; it can neither bewilder its 
personages in deserts, nor lodge them in imaginary 
castles.^ 

I remember a remark made by Scaliger upon 
Pontanus, that all his writings are filled with the 
same images ; and that i^you take from him his 
liUes and his roses, his satyrs and his dryads, he 
will have nothing left that can be called poetry. 
In like manner aknost all the fictions of the last 
age will vanish, if you deprive them of a hermit 
and a wood, a battle and a shipwreck . 
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Why this wild strain of imagination found re- 
ception so long in polite and learned ages, it is 
not easy to oonceive ; but we cannot wonder that 
while readers could be procured, the authors were 
willing to continue it; for when a man had by 
practice gained some fluency of language, he had 
no fgrther care than to retire to hi^^closet, let 
loose his invention, and heat his mind with incre- I 
dibilities ; a book was thus produced without fear ' 
of criticism, without the toil of study, without 
knowledge of nature, or acquaintance with Ufe. 

The task of our present writers is very different ;] 
it requires, together with that learning which is to 
be gained from books, that experience which can 
never be attained by solitary diligence, but roust 
arise from general converse, and accurate observa- 
tion of the living world. Their performances have, 
as Horace expresses it, plus oneris quantum venias 
ndnust little indulgence, and therefore more diffi- 
culty. They are engaged in portraits of which 
every one knows the original, and can detect any 
deviation from exactness of resemblance. Other 
writings are safe, except from the malice of learn- 
ing, but these are in danger from every common 
reader; as the slipper ill executed was^ censured 
by a shoemaker who happened to stop in his way 
at the Venus of Apelles. . 

But the fear of not being approved as just co- 
piers of human manners, is not the most import- 
ant concern that an author of this sort ought to 
have before him. These books are written chiefly 
to the young, the ignorant, and the idle, to whom ^ 
they serve as lectures of conduct and introduc- 
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tions into life. They are the entertainment 

oi minds unfurnished with ideas^ and therefore 

, easily susceptible of impressions ; not fixed by 

principles^ and therefore .easily following the cur- 

/ rent of fancy ; not informed by experience, and 

i consequently open to every false suggestbn and 

partial account. 

That the highest degree of reverence should be 
paid to youth, and that nothing indecent should 
be suffered to approach their eyes or ears ; are pre- 
cepts extorted by sense and virtue from an ancient 
writer, by no means eminent for chastity of thought 
The same kind, though not the same degree oi cau- 
tion, is required in every thing which is laid before 
them, to secure them from unjust prejudices, per« 
verse opinions, and incongruous combinations of 
images. 

In the romances formerly written, every trans- 
action and sentiment was so remote from all that 
passes among men, that the reader was in very Ht^^. 
lie danger of making any applications to himself; 
the virtues and crimes were equally beyond his 
sphere of activity ; and he amused himself with^ 
heroes and with traitors, deliverers and persecu- ' 
tors, as with beings of another species, whose ac- 
tions were regulated upon motives of their own, 
and who had neither &ult8 nor excellencies in 
common with himself. 

But when an adventurer is levelled with the rest 
of the world, and acts in such scenes of the uni- 
versal drama, as may be the lot of any other man ; 
{ young spectators fix their efyes upon him with closer 
' attention^ and hope, by observing his behaviour and 
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shall be engaged in the like part 

For this reason these ftmiliar histories may per- 
haps be made of greater use than the solemnitiea 
ct professed morality, and oonvey the knowledge 
of vice and virtue with more efficacy than axioms 
and definitions. But if the power of example is so 
great as to take possession of the memory by a kind 
of violence, and im>duce effects almost without the 
intervention of the will» care ought to be taken, 
that» when the choice is unrestrained, the best ex- 
amples only should be exhibited ; and that which 
is likely to operate so strongly, should not be mis* 
cbievous or uncertain in its effects. 
L The chief advantage which these fictions have 
over real life 1$, that their authors are at liberty, 
though not to invent, yet to select objects, and to 
cull fix>m the mass of mio^kind, those individuals 

, upon which the attention ought most to be em-/ 
ployed : as a diamond, though it cannot be made,/ 
may be polished by art» and placed in such a situ4 
aticHi, as to display that lustre which before was\ 
buried among common stones* 

It is justly ovisidered as the greatest excellency 
of art, to imitate nature ; but it is necessary to dis- 
tinguish tho«e parts of nature, which are most pro- 
per f$Nr imitation : greater care is still required in 
representing life, which is so often discoloured by'^ 
passion, or defimned by wickedness. If the world 
be promiscuously described, I cannot see of what 
use it can be to read the account: or why it may 
not be as safe to turn the eye immediately upon 
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mankind as upon a murror wbidi shews all that 
presents itself without ^scrimination. 

It is therefore not a sufficient vindication of a 
character, thatAt is drawn as it appears ; for many 
characters ouglit never to be drawn : nor of a nar- 
rative, that the train of events is agreeable to obser- 
vation and experience ; for that observation which 
is called knowledge of the world, will be found much 
more frequently to make men cunning than good. 
The purpose of these writings is surely not only to 
show mankind, but to provide that they may be seen 
hereafter with less hazard ; to teach the means d 
avoiding the snares whidi are laid by Treachery 
for Innocence, without infusing any wish for that 
superiority with which the betrayer flatters his va^ 
nity ; to give the power of counteracting fraud, with- 
out the temptation to practise it ; to initiate youth 
by mock encounters in the art of necessary defence, 
and to increase prudence without impairing virtue. 

Many writers, far the sake of following nature^ 
so mingle good and bad qualities in their principal' 
personages, Uiat they are both equally conspicuous ; 
and as we accompany them through thdr adven- 
tures with delight, and are led by degrees to inte- 
rest ourselves in their favour, we lose the abhor- 
rence of thdr fiiults, because they do not hinder 
our pleasure^ or, perhaps, regard them with some 
kindness, for being united with so much merit. 3 

There have been men indeed splendidly wicked, 
whose endowments threw a brightness on their 
crimes, and whom scarce any villany made perfectly 
detestable, because they never could be wholly 
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divested of their excellencies ; but siuch have been . 
in all ages the great corriypters of the worlds and f 
their resemblance ought no more to be preserved, * 
than the art of murdmng without pain. 

Some have advanced, without due attention to 
the consequences of this notion, that certain vir- 
tues have their correspondent faults, and therefore 
that to exhibit either apart is to deviate from pro- 
bability. Thus men are observed by Swift to be 
^ grateful in the same degree as they are resent- 
ful." This principle, with others of the same kind, 
supposes man to act from a brute impulse, and pur- 
sue a certain degree of inclination, without any 
choice of the object; for, otherwise, though it 
should be allowed that gratitude and Resentment 
arise from the same constitution of the passions, 
it follows not that they will be equally indulged 
when reason is consulted; yet, unless that conse- 
quence be admitted, this sagacious maxim becomes 
an empty sound, without any relation to practice 
or to life. 

Nor is it evident, that even the first motions to 
these efifects are always in the same proportion. 
For pride, which produces quickness of resent- 
ment, will obstruct gratitude, by unwillingness to 
admit that inferiority which obligation implies; 
and it is very unlikely that he who cannot think 
he receives a favour, will acknowledge or repay it 

It is of the utmost importance to mankind, that 
positions of this tendency should be laid open and 
confuted ; for while men consider good and evil as 
springing from the same root, they will spare the 
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one for the sake of the other, and iA judgingt if 
Dot of others at least of themselves, will be apt to 
estimate their virtues by their vices. To this fji- 
tal error all those will contribute who confourid 
the colours of right and wrong, and, instead of 
helping to settle their boundaries, mix them with 
so much art, that no common mind is able to dis« 
unite them. 

Tin narratives where historical veracity has no 
place, I cannot discover why there should not be 
exhibited the most perfect idea of virtue ; of vir- 
> Eue not angelical, nor above probability, for what 
we cannot credit, we shall never imitate, but the 
highest and purest that humanity can reach, which, 
exercised in such trials as the various revolutions 
of things shall bring upon it, may, by conquering 
some calamities, and enduring others, teach us 
what we may hope, and what we can perfinrm. 
Vice, for vice is necessary to be shewn, should 
always disgust ; nor should the graces of gaiety, 
or the dignity of courage, be so united with it, as < 
to reconcile it to the mind. Wherever it appears, 
it should raise hatred by the malignity of its prac- 
tices, and contempt by the meanness oi its strata- 
gems : for while it is supported by either parts or 
spirit, it will be seldom heartily abhorred. The 
Roman tyrant was content to be hated, if he was 
but feared ; and there are thousands of the readers 
of romances willing to be thought wicked, if they 
may be allowed to be wits. It is therefore Jto be 
steadily inculcated, that virtue ys the highest proof 
of understanding, and the only Vlid basis of great* 
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ness ; and that vice is the natural consequence of / 
narrow thoughts; that it begins in mistake^ and/ 
ends in ignominy. J 



Na& TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 1760. 



Et nunc omnU ager, nttnc omnis parturit arbot, 
Nuncfrondent silvce, nunc formosissimus annus. ■ virg. 

Now cv'ry field, now er'ry tree is green ; 

Now genkl Ntlore's fiuxett ftoeis seen^— — -blphinston. 

EvEBY man is sufficiently discontented with 
some circumstances of his present state, to suffer 
his imagination to range more or less in quest of 
future happiness, and to fix upon some pdnt of 
time, in which, by the removal of the inconvenience 
which now perplexes him, or acquisition of the 
advantage which he at (u«sent wants, he shall find 
the condition of his life very much improved. 

When this time, which is too often expected widi 
great impatience at last arrives, it generally comes 
without the blessing for which it was desired ; but 
we solace ourselves with some new prpspeet, and 
press forward again with equal eagerness. 

It is lucky for a man, in whom this temper pre^ 
vails, when he turns his hopes upon things wholly 
out of his own power; since he forbears then to 
inrecipitate his affairs, for the sake of the great 
event that is to complete his felicity, and waits for 
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the Umfiil hour with less neglect of the measures 
necessary to be taken in the mean time. 

I have long known a person of this temper, who 
indulged his dream of happiness with less hurt to 
himself than such chimerical wishes commonly pro- 
duce, and adjusted his scheme with such address, 
that his hopes were in full bloom three parts of the 
year, and in the other part never wholly blasted- 
Many, perhaps, would be desirous of learning by 
what means he procured to himself such a cheap 
and lasting satisfaction. It was gained by a ccm- 
stant practice of referring the removal of all his 
uneasiness to the coming of the next spring ; if his 
health was impaired, the spring would restore it ; 
if what he wanted was at a high price, it would 
fall its value in the spring. 

The spring indeed did often come without any 
of these effects, but he was always certain that the 
next would be more propitious ; nor was ever ccm« 
vinced,, that the present spring would fail him be- 
fore the middle of summer ; for he always talk- 
ed of the spring as coming till it was past, and 
when it was once past, every one agreed with him 
tiliat it was coming. 

£lBy long converse with this man, I am, perhaps, 
brought to feel immoderate pleasure in the contem- 
plation of this delightful season ; but I have the sa- 
tis&ction of finding many, whom it can be no shame 
to resemble, infected with the same enthusiasm ; for 
there is, I believe, scarce any poet of eminence, who 
hsfi not left some testimony of his fondness for the 
flowers, the zephyrs, and the warblers of the spring. 
Nor has the most luxuriant imagination been able 
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to describe the serenity and happiness of the gol- 
den 8ge» otherwise than by giving a perpetual spring 
as the highest reward of unoonrupted innocence. 
^ There is, indeed, something inexpressiUy pleas- 
ing in the annual renovation of the world, and the 
new display of the treasures of nature. The cold 
qnd darkness of winter, with the naked deformity 
of every object on which we turn our eyes, make 
us rejoice at the succeeding season, as well for what ' 
we have escaped as for what we may enjoy ; and 
every budding flower, which a warm situation 
brings early to our view, is considered by us as a 
messenger to notify the approach of more joyoua 
days. I 

Th^ Spring affords to a mind, so free from tht 
disturbance of care or passions as to be vacant to 
calm amusements, almost every thing that our pre- 
sent state makes us capable of enjoying. The va- 
riegated vet dure of the fields and woods, the suc- 
cession of gratrful odours, the voice ^ pleasure 
pouring out its notes on every side, with the j^ad- 
ness apparently conceived by every animal, from 
the growth of his food, and the clemency of the wea- 
ther, throw over the whole earth an air of gaiety, 
significantly exiM:essed by the smile of nature. 

Yet there ure men to whom these scenes are able 
to give no delight, and who hurry away from all 
the varieties of rural beauty, to lose their hours 
and divert their thoughts by cards or assemblies, 
a tavern dinner, or the prattle of the day. / 

It may be laid down as a position whicn wUl sel- 
dom deceive, that when a man cannot bear his own 
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oompan^Tf there is something wrong. He must fly 
from himsetf, dther because he feels a tediousness 
ip life fiom the equipoise of an empty mind, which» 
having no tendency to one motion more than ano- 
ther, but as it is impelled by some external power, 
must always have recourse to foreign oligects ; w 
he must be afraid of the intrusion of some unpleas- 
ing ideas, and perhaps is struggling to escape from 
the remembrance of a loss, the fear of a calamity, 
or some other thought of greater horror. 

Those whom sorrow incapacitates to enjoy the 
pleasures of contemplation, may properly apply to 
such diversions, provided they are innocent, as lay 
strong hold on the attentidn ; and those, whom fear 
<if any future affliction chains down to misery, must 
endeavour to obviate the dwger. 

My considerations shall, on this occasion, be 
\ turned on such as are burthensome to themselye^ 
merely because they want subjects fw reflectioR» 
and to whom the volume of nature is thrown open 
without afibrding them pleasure or instruction, be* 
cause they never learned to read the charactos. 

A French author has advanced this seeming pa- 
radox, tlmt very few men know kow to take a walk; 
and, indeed, it is true, that few know how to take 
a walk with a prospect of any other pleasure, than 
the same company would have afforded them at 
home. 

Thete are animals that borrow their colour from 
the neighbouring body, and consequently vafty their 
hue as they happen to change their place. In like 
manner it ought to be the endeavour of every man 
to derive his reflections from the objects about him ; 
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for it is to no purpose that he altars his podtioii^ if 
his attention continues fixed to the same point. The 
mind should be kept c^ento the access of every new 
idea, and so far disengaged firom the predominance 
of particular thoughts^ as easily to accommodate ^ 
^f to occasional entertdnment , 

A man that has formed this habit of turning 
every new object to his entertainment, finds in the 
productions of nature an inexhaustiUe stock of 
materials upon which' he can cfmploy himsd^ with« 
out any temptations to envy or malevolence ; faults^ 
pa*hap69 seldom totally avoided by those, whose 
judgment is much exercised upon the works of art 
He has always a certain prospect of ^scovering 
new reasons foyadoring the sovereign Author of 
the universe, and probable hopes of making some 
discovery of benefit to others, or of profit to him* 
8elf.3 There is no doubt but many vegetabks and 
animals have qualities that might be of great use, 
to the knowledge of which there is not required 
much force of penetration, or fatigue of study, but / 
only firequent experiments, and dose attention, j 
What is said by the chemists of their darling mer« 
curyt is, p^haps, true of every body through the 
whole creation, that if a thousand lives should be 
spent upon it, all its properties would not be found 
out 

Mankind must necessarily be diversified by va- 
rious tastes, since life affords and requires such 
multiplidty of employments, and a nation of na- 
turalists is neither to be hoped, or desired ; but it 
is surely not improper to point out a fresh amuse* * 
ment to those who languish in health, and repine 
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in jdenty, for want of some soaroe of diversion that 
may be less easily exhausted, and to inform the 
multitudes of both sexes, who are burdened with 
every new day, that there are many shows which 
they have not seen. 

He that enlarges his curiosity after the works of 
nature, demonstrably multiplies the inlets to hap- 
piness; and, therefore, the younger part of my 
readers, to whom I dedicate this vernal speculation^ 
must excuse me for calling upon them, to make use 
at once of the spring of the year, and the spring ct 
life; to acquire, while their minds may be yet im- 
pressed with new images, a love of innocent pfea- 
sures, and an ardour for useful knowledge ; and to 
wmember, that a blighted spring makes a barren 
year, and that the venial flowers, however beautiful 
and gay, are only intraded by nature as pr^mra- 
tives to autumnal fruits. 
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Sirenua not atereet tneriia^ navihus atqme 
Quadrigii petimus bene vivere : quodpeHi, hie est; 
Bit Ubtbris, ammmt si te non deficit os^titfi.— -^hoa. 

Active in indoleBoe, abrotd wermm 

In qneit of hi^piness idiich dweUs at borne ; 

With Tain pursuits &tigu'cl^ at length joull find. 

No place excludes it ftom an equal mind.— — elprimstok. 

That man duHild never suffer his bappiness to 
d^«nd ufoa external drcumstanoes, is one of the 
chief preo^ts of the Stoioal philosophy ; a pra^ 
ctsftp indeed^ which that bfty sect 1ms extended ben 
yond the condition of human Ufe, and in which 
soiae of them seem to have comprised an utter ex-, 
dusioa of all corporal pain and pleasure from the 
regard or attention of a wise man. 

Such Mpientia in^amens, as Horace calls the doc- 
trine of another sect» such extravagance of philo- 
sophy, can want neither authority nor argument for 
its conftttatimi ; it is overthrown by the experience 
of every boor, and the powers of nature rue up 
against it But we may very properly inquire^ how 
near to thb exalted state it is in our power to ap- 
proach, how far we can exempt ourselves fitMn out- 
ward influences, and secure to our minds a state of 
tranquillity : for, though the boast of absolute inde- 
pendence is ridiculous and vain, yet a mean flexi- 
tnlity to every impulse^ and a patient submission 

VOL, IV. D . 
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to the tyranny of casual troubles, is below the dig* 
nity of that mind, which, however dejuraved or 
weakened, boasts its derivation from a celestial 
original, and hopes for an union with infinite good- 
ness, and unvariaUe felidty. 

Proprium deierai &rtum. 

UnkM the soul^ to Tke a tfanU* 
Deteft ber own orif^hul. 

The necessity of erecting ourselves to some de- 
gree of intellectual dignity, and of preserving re- 
SDuroes isf pleasure^ which may hot be wholly at 
thfe mercy of accident, is never mate appwent than 
when we torn our eyes upon diose whom fortune, 
has fet loose to their own conduct ; who^ not being 
chained doSwn by their condition to a regular and 
stated allotment of their hours, are obliged to find 
diemaelvte business or diversion, and having no* 
thing within that can entertain or employ then^ 
ace bonipelled to try all the arts of destroying time. 
'Th^ numberless expedients practised by thia 
dass of mortals to alleviate the Imrthen of \i£d^ are 
not less shameful nor, perhaps, much less pitiable, 
than those to which a trader on the edge gnT bank- 
ruptcy is reduced. I hove seea melancholy of«u 
qiread a whole family at the disappointment of a 
party fcx eards ; and when, after the proposal of a^ 
thousand schemes, and the dispatch of the footmatt 
upon a hundred messages, they have submitted, 
with gloomy resignation, to the misfiurtune of pass- 
ing one evening in^ conversation with each other ^ 
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onaniddeiiy such ate tlie revolutioils oCtlie W0d^ 
aa une^peeted visitor has brought them K^i^ ac^ 
oeptaUe as provision to a starving city, and en*f 
aUed them to hold out till the next dsy. 

The genial remedy <^ those, who are tinoasjT^ 
without knowing the cause, is change <^ place; ] 
they are willing to imagine that thdr pwi. is the! 
consequence of some local inconvenience, and en* 
deavour to fly from it; as children from their sha- 
dows ; always hoping for some more satisfactory de-* 
light from every new scenes and always returning 
home with disappointment and complaints. 

Who can look upon this kind of infatuation, 
without reflecting on those that suffer under the 
dreadful symptom of canine mddness, termed by 
physidans the dread of t^ater f These miserable 
wretches, unable to drink, though burning with 
thirst, are sometimes Imown to try various contor- 
tions, or inclinations of the body, flattering them-' 
aelves that they can swaDow in one posture that 
liquor which tiiey find in another to repel their 
lips. 

Yet such folly is not peculiar to the thoughtless 
or ignorant, but sometimes seizes those minds 
whidi seem moirt; exempted from it; by the variety 
cf attainments, quickness of penetration, or seve« 
rity of judgment; and, indeed, the pride of wit and 
knowledge is often mortified by finding that they 
confer no security against the common errors, 
whidi mislead the weakest and meanest of man- 
kind. 

l^ese p^fections arose in my mind upon the re^ 
memhrance of a pasaage in Cow)ey*s pre&ce to. his 



Digitized by 



Googk 



M THfe BAMBLEE. Mo. 6. 

poems, where^ howerer exalted by genius, and en- 
hrged by study, he informs us of a sdieme of hap- 
piness to which the imagination of a girl upon the 
loss of her first lover oould have searody given 
way ; but which he seems to have indulged, till he 
had totally forgotten its absurdity, and wmrid pro- 
bably have put in execution, had he been hindered 
<mly by his reason. 
^ My desire/ says he, * has been for some jBun 

* past, though the execution has been accidentally 

* diverted, and does still vehemently continue, to 

* retire myself to some of our American pfauita- 
' tions, not to seek for gold, or enrich myself with 

* the traffic of those parts, which is the end of most 

* men that travel thither; but to fcHwke this worid 

* iot ever, with all the vanities and vexations of it» 
' and to buiy myself there in some obscure retread 

* but not witiiout the consdation of letters and phi- 

* losophy.' 

Such was the chimerical provision which Cowley 
had made in his own mind, for the quiet of his re* 
maining life, and which he seems to recommend to 
posterity, since there is no other reason for disclos- 
ing it Surely no stronger instance can be given 
of a persuasion that content was the inhabitant of 
particular regions, and that a man might set sail 
with a fair wind, and leave behind him all his cares, 
incumbrances, and calamities. 

If he travelled so for with no other purpose than 
to bury hitMelfin seme obscure retreat, he might 
have found, in his own country, innumerable oo» 
verts suffldentiy dark to have concealed the ge- 
nius of Cowley ; Ux whatever might be his opinion 
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of tbe importanity with wfakA he mi^^t be suiq^ 
monad back into ptiUic life; a short experience 
would have convinced him, Uiat privation is easier 
than aoqasition^ and that it would require little 
continuance to free himsdif from the intrusion of 
the world. There h piride enough in the human 
heart to ptevent mudh d^ixe of acquaintance with 
a man» by whom we are sure to be n^lected, how« 
ev«r his reputation fot science or virtue may ex^ 
cite our curioo^ or esteem ; so that the lover of re« 
tumnent needs not be afraid lest the respect of 
strangers shoold overwhelm him with visits. Even 
those to whom he has fcmnerijr been known^ wiB 
very patiently support his abs^ice when they have 
tried a little to live without him» and found new 
diversions for those moments wfaidi his company 
contributed to exhilarate. 

It was, perhaps, ordained by Providence, to hiiw r 
der us from tyrannising over one another^ that no 
individual sbouM be €f sdoh impcnrtance, as to 
cause, l^ his retirement or death, any chasih in 
the world. And Cowley had conversed to little 
purpose with mankind, if he had never remarked, 
bow soon the useful friend, the gay companion, 
and the favoured lover, when once they are re-* 
moved from before the sight, give way to the suc- 
cession of new objects. 

The privacy, therefore, of his hermitage might 
have been safe enough from violation, though he 
bad chosen it within tbe limits of bis native island ; 
he might have found here preservatives against the 
vanities and veofatians of the worid, not less effica- 
rious than those which the woods or fields of Ame« 
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qoi'oodld dBordliiiii: bvtllumi^ onoe his mind 
hnbtttered with disgust, he ooncdved it impomUe 
to be fir enough from the cause of bis meisiiieis; 
«id was potting away with the expeditkm of a oow-i 
ard» who, for want of venturing to look behind btm> 
thinks the enemy perpetually at bis heels. 
. When he was interrupted fagr oonpaiiy» or fiih 
t%uad with business^ he .so stron^^y iooaged to him*- 
self the happiness of leisure and letreal, that he de» 
teamined to enjoy them for the fiitaie without in- 
tamipttcHv and to exdude for ever all that eoiild 
deprive him of his darling, satis&etaons. He for* 

, ipti in the vehetteoee of dettre* that solitude and 
quift owe thehr pleasures to timse miseries^ wbiab 
he waiB so studious to obviate : for snob are the vi- 
cissitudes of the world, through all its parts, that 
day and night, labour and rest, hurry and retire 
Bsent^ endear eadi ether ; sudt are <he dianges that 
keep the mmd in action ; we desire, we pursue, we 
obtain, we are satiated ; we desire something ehe^ 
and begin a new pursuit 

^ If he had proeeeded in his project, and fixed bis 
briutation in the most deligfatfal part of the new 
world, it may be doubted, whether his distance 
from the vanitita of life, would have enabled him 
to keep away the *vca:atia»s. It is common for a 
man, who feels pain, to fiincy that he could bear 
it better in any ether part* Cowley having known 
the troubles^end perplexities of a particular condin 

^ tion, readily persuaded himself that nothing worse 
was to be foiyid, and that every alteration would 
bring some improvement ; be never suspected that 
the cause of his unhappiness was within, that hih 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Mb. ^ Tm lATJiiT.t, 39 

own passions were not sufficiently regulated, and 
tliat be was harassed by his own impatience, which 
oould never be without sbmethihg to awaken it, 
would accompany him oveif the sea, and find its 
way to his American elysium. He would, upon 
the trial, have been soon convinoed, that the foun- 
tain of content must spring up in the mind ; and J / ^ 
that he who has so little knowledge of humap na- 
ture, as to seek happiness by changing any thing 
but hi^ own dispontions, will waste his Kfe in fruit- 
less efforts, and multiply the gridfb which he pur- 
poses to remove.. 
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O fuiperpehia mmnimm raiume guhtnuu, 

Terrarum calique sator ! 

Di^ice ierremg mebtioi Sf pomJera moHs, 

Aiqiteimtftmdortmktk! Tu nmrnqM^ sermmih 

Tu rtqme$ irmiqfMi pUi, Te ctmmre, finu^ . 

JPrincij)ium, vector, dux, semiia, terminui, u£nii.— ^BOiTHrvs. 

O thoQ wboie powder i^er iMviiig wodiU pveifle^ 
WhcNeraoe cnttod, and wImwo wiednii gui^ 
On darkling man in pore effVilgence shine. 
And cheer the dooded mind with light divine. 
Tis thine alone to cafan the pioaa bieaat 
H^Mi ailent confidonoe nd hal j nat : 
From Aee> great God, we apring, to thee we taA, 
Path* motive, guide, original, and end. 

The lore of Retirement has, in aH ages, adlwred 
dosely to those minds, which have been most «i* 
krged bjr knowledge^ oi elevated by genius. Those 
who enjoyed every thing generally supposed to con- 
fer happiness, hav^ been ioKeA to seek it in the 
shades of privacy. Though they possessed both 
power and riches, and were, therdbre, surrouncted 
by men who considered it as their chief interest to 
remove from them every tiling that might offend 
thdr ease, or interrupt tiieir pleasure, tiiey have 
soon felt the languors of satiety, and found then- 
selves unaUe to pursue the race of life without fre- 
quent respirations of intermediate Mlitude. 

To produce this disposition, noting appears re- 
quisite but quick sennbility, and active imaipna- 
tion ; for, though not devoted to virtue, or science^ 
the man, whose feculties enaUe him to make read^ 
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c um pwpiio p i l of die pieMit wiUi the pMt, w91 fiod 
8udi a ocmstant recurrence of the same pleaiuies 
and troiiblas^ the aaaift expectations and disappotnt- 
ments» that he wiU gbdly amtch an hour of retraatt] 
to let his thoughts expatii^ at ku^, ami senk for i 
that variety in his own ideafl^ whidb the objects of I 
aenae cannot affinrd him. ^ 

Nor will greatness^ or abundance, eiceoipt him 
from the importunities of this desbe, since^ if be is 
born to think, he cannot restrain himself from a 
thousand inquiries and speculations, which he must 
pursue by his own reason, and which the splendour 
of his condition can only huider : for those who are 
most exalted above dependence or contmlt am yet 
condemned to pay so large a tribute of their time 
to custom, ceremony, and popularity, that, accord- 
ing to the Greek proverb, no man in the house is 
more a slave than tlie master. 

When a king asked Euclid, the matbematiciany 
wb^tmt \m oouki not expbin his art to him in a 
nacre compendious manner 7 he was answered. That 
ttwre was no royid way to geometry. Other things 
may be seiaed hy might, or purchitted with money, 
but knowledge is to be gained only by study, and 
study to be prosecuted only in retirement. 

These are 9ome of the motives which have had 
power to sequester kings and heroes from the crowds 
that soothed^ them with flatten^, or inspirited them 
with acdamatiom; but their efficacy seems confined : 
to 4ie.hii^ iund» and to qperate littfe upon* the : 
common classes of numkind, to whose conceptions 
tiie present assemblage d things is adequate, and 
wbo aiAdom range beyond those^itertainments and 
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vexMtiom, wMdi MKdt tkebr MtMiioii bf pmring 
on tbdr scM^ 

- BtittiMSie k an mbiiRerad iMwn for sooie ttatel 
inter^nok of MUtude, wiuoh the inttitotkiiM of the 
ohonA odi itpoD Die now egpecksUfy to m^itioii ; « 
leaion whteb extends « wide m moral duty, or tfae 
hopes of divine fitvour in a fatore state; and wfaicb 
o^ght to hiMu£XH» all ranks of life, and all degrees 
of int^eot ; anee none ^n imagine themsdves not 
«0BS|»rsbended in its obligation; butradi as deter« 
mine to set their Maker at defiance bf ofaitimts 
wickedness, or whose aithusiastfo seeority of fail 
approbation {daces them above external ordinabeeB^ 
and all humaii means of improveaient. 

The great task of him who conducts his Kfe hf 
the precepts of religion, is to make the fiitore pre* 
Anninate over the present, to impros upon ius mind 
so strong a sense of the importance of obedieBce to 
the divise will, of the value of tfae rewaid (HMused 
to virtue, and the teirors of the pnoisfaaient di^ 
nounced agaimt crimes, as may of mb c ur all the 
temptations whidi tempiMral hope or fear can bring 
in his way, and enable hkn to bii equal defiance to 
joy and sorrow, to torn away at one time from tfae 
allurements of ambition, and push (forward at ano- 
tiier against the threats of calamitjr. 

It is not widumt reasoff thst tfae apostle repre^ 
aents our passi^ through this stage of otRrexist- 
exHse by images drawn feom die aferms and solid- 
tude of a military Mfe ; fer we a«e pfaiced in sodi a 
states that ahnost every tbng aVoot us eonspirar 
against omr chief intcvest. We are in danger from 
whatevn* can get possession of our thoughts ; aH 
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tbat can exdte it os eitiMr paiti or pkftauvef hn a 
tendeocy to obitraot the wiy tbat leads to bappioess^ 
and either to turn us aside^ or retard our progre89. 

Our senaeBi oar appelitea^ and our peflsioQs, am 
our bwfiil and fidtfifbi guides, in moit things tbat 
relate solely to this life; and» thersfoie^ by the 
houriy neeessity of oonsolting tbem, we gradually 
sink into an implicit submission, and habitud con- 
fidence. Every act of com]^ianoe with their mo* 
tions facilitates a seoond compliflEiae^ every new 
step towards dquravity is made wkh kss reluotaoce 
than the former, and thus the descent to life merdy 
stesual is perpetually accelerated* 

The seuaes have not only that advaatiige over 
consdence, which things necessary must always 
have over thingB diosen, but they have likewise a 
kind of pr eecr i ptiop in their fiivour. We feared 
pain nmdi eaiiier than we apprehended guilt, and 
were dc^hted with the sensadons of pleasure^ be^ 
fore we had capacities to be dtarmed with the 
beau^ of rectitude To this power, thus eady es- 
tafafished, and incessantly increasing, it must be re- 
membered that alfiMst every man has, in some part 
of his life, added new strength by a voluntary or 
n^l^ent subjeetion of himsdf; for who is there 
that has not instigated his appetites by indulgence, 
cor snffsred tiiem, by an unrensting neutrality, to en« 
large their doniinimi» and multiply thcsr demands ? 

SVom the necesnty of dispossesnng the sensitive 
foenkies of the influence which they must naturalty 
gain by this pre-ocoupation of the soul, arises that 
confliet between opposite desires in the first endea- 
vours after a religious life; whidb, however enthu*' 
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siasticaUy H may have been deser^ied^ or however 
contemptuoudy ridiculed, will nataraliy be felt in 
some degree^ though varied without end, by difieu 
rent tempers of mind, and innumerable drcum- 
stances of health or condition, greater or less fer« 
vour, more or fewer temptations to relapse. 

From the perpetual necessity of consulting the 
animal fiMmlties, in our provision tot the preset 
Kfe, arises the difficulty of withstanding their im- 
pulses, even in cases where they ought to be (rf no 
weight ; for the motions of sense are inrtantaneous^ 
its ohgects strike unsought, we are accustomed to 
follow its directions, and therefore often submit to 
the sentence without examining the authority of 
the judge 

Thus it appears, upon a phibsopbical estimate, 
that, supposing the mind, at any certain time, in 
an equipdse between the pleasures of this life, and 
the hopes of futurity, present objects felling taate 
frequently into the scale, would in time preponde^ 
rate, and that our regard for an invisiUe state would 
grow every moment weaker, till at last it would lose 
all its activity, and become absolutely without ef- 
fect 

To prevent this dreadful event, the balance is put 
into our own hands, and we have power to transfer 
the weight to either side. The motives to a life oif 
holiness are infinite, not less than the fevom* or an«- 
ger of Omnipotence, not less than eternity of hap- 
piness or misery. But these can only influence our 
conduct as they gain our attention, which the tni<- 
siness or diversions of the world are always calling 
off by contrary attractions. 
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The great art therefore of piety^ and the end for 
which all the rites of religion seem to be instituted, 
is the perpetual renovation of the motives to virtue; 
by a voluntary employment of our mind in the con- 
templation c£ its excellence^ its importance and its 
necessity, which, in proportion as they are more fre- 
quently and more willingly revolved, gain a more 
forable and permanent influence, till in time they 
become the reigning ideas, the standing principles 
of actioo, and the test by which every thing pro- 
posed to the judgment is rejected or approved. 

To fiidlitate this change of our alfecticms, it is 
[iieoeuaiy that we weaken the temptations of the 
woild, by retiiing at certain seasons Acm it ; for its 
^influence, arising only from its presence; is much 
lessened when it becomes the object of sditary me«* 
ditatioii* A constant residence amidst noise and 
pleasure, inevitably oblitemtes the impressions of 
TpifAy, and a frequent abstraction of ourselves into 
a stat^ where this life, like the next, operates 
only upcm the reason, will reinstate religion in its 
just authority, even without those irradiations frt)m 
above, the hope of which I have no intention to 
vnthdraw from the sincere and the diligent 

This is that conquest of the world and of our* 
s^es, which has been always conttdered as the per« 
fection of human nature ; and this is only to be ob» 
tained by fervent prayer, steady resolutions, and 
frequent retirement from folly and vanity, from the 
cares of avarioe, and the jc^a of intemperance, from 
the lullii^ sounds of deceitfiil flattery, and the 
tempting sigbt of prosperous wickedness* 
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— — - Patihar panas pecamdi sola voluniOi ; 
Nam sc^us itUra «e tacitmn qui cogrUat tiUam, 
FacH crimen kab et ■ ■ jpv. 

For he that but conceives a crime in thooght, 
Contraeta the danger of an actual ftol t caaBCH. 

If the most active and industrioufi of onnkind 
aUe, at the dote ctf life, to reodleot dirtinctly hia 
past moments, and distribute them in a regular 
aeooont, aoeordii^ to the manner in whidi tixf 
have been spent, it is soaitely to be imagmed boir 
few would be marked out to the mind, by any pe&« 
manent or visiUe effects, how small a propntion 
his real action would bear to his seeming posnfaili- 
ties of action, bow many chasms he would find eC 
wide and continued vacuity, and how many inteiw 
stitial spaces unfilled, even in the most tumultuous 
hurries oi business, and the most eager vehemenoe 
of pursuit 

It is said by modem philosophers^ that not only 
the great globes of matter are thinly acattercd 
through tiie universe^ but the harden bodies are 
so porous, that, if ail matter were eomiwessed^to 
perfect solidity, it might be contained in a cube of 
a few feet In like manner, if all the emjgloyxnaat 
of life were crowded into the time whidi it really 
occupied, perhaps a few weeks, dsy$, or houi% 
would be sufficiait for its accomplisbment, so fior 
as the mind was engaged in the performance. For 
such is the inequality of our corporegl-to our intd- 
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l6et«alfoid^s that we contiiye in miimtes what 
we .execute la yewi, and the aoiil often ataods an 
idle spectator of tbe labour cf the handi, andei^^ 
ditkm of tbe feet. 

For thiaceaiKm tbe anoienl .gwenls often found 
themselves at leisure to pursue the studj of pfa&H 
iopl^ in the camp; and L|ican» with'hisMrical ve^ 
xmAtyf makes iQwarrdateof hieM^» that he noted 
tbe revolutions of the staii in Abe midst of .prepsnu 
tions for battle* 

— Media inter praiUa semper 
Sideribut, cMqme jiagis, mperisfjue vacavi. 

Amid Uie gtornw of war^ witfi cmimvi-eyei 
I trace iShe ^knets and sarvey (he 'skies. 

^ TThat the soul^ahvays exerts b^ peculiar powers, 
with grea&ar x>r lass &roe, is vety ^probable, though 
tbe common ; occasions of our present condition te* 
quire but. a smdl part of that incessant cogitation | 
uid by the m^nraliiraune of our bodies and gene- 
lal combmatiDn- of the world, we are so frequently 
ooodemned to inackivily, that as through iH our 
time we ace tbinfcin^ so ibr a great part^ of our 
time, we can only think. ^ r -n. 
. Xicst a power so lestiesa should^ be either linpro- 
fitably Of burtftilly employed, and the superfluities 
of intellect run to waste, it is no vain speculation . 
to consider hp^ w? may govern our thoug^ts^ re^ j 
strain them j^i^irr^gubur motimis, or confine tiiem 1 
from boundless dis^pation. 

How the undeiistanding is. best conducted to the 
knowledge of science, by what steps it is to be led 
forward in its pursuit, how it b to be cured of its 
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dtftets, md hiUtuated to new studies, hn been 
Ae inquiry of many aeute and learned meni wlkxe 
observstiena I shall not dther adopt or censure : 
my purpose being to consider the inqrai jj^s&ipliM 
of the mind, and to promote the increase of Tirtue 
father than of kerning. 

This inquiry seems to bare been neglected for 
want of remembering, that M actioh has its origin 
in tiie mind, and that therefore to suflfer the thoughts 
to be vitiated, is to poison the fountains of mcna^ 
lity ; irregular desires will produce licentious prko- 
tices ; what men allow themselves to wish they wiU 
soon believe, and will be at last incited to execnte 
what they please themselves with contriving.^ 

For this reason the casuists of the Roman diurdi, 
who gain^ by confession, great' opportunittes of 
knowing human nature have generdly determined 
that what it is a crime to do, it is a crime to-think. 
Since by revolving with pleasw^ the ftdK^, ssAItv 
or advantage of a widced deesLlLinan soon ibegihs to 
find his conrtan^ rdax, and big detestatk»-soften ; 
thehappmess of success gUtterin^hefiose him, with- 
draws his attention fiom the^ atrocioumess <£ the 
guilt, and acts are at last confidently iperpetratedt 
of which the first conception only crept info the 
mind, disguised in ^easing complications^ and peiv 
mitted rather than invited. 

No man has ever been drawn t& crimes by love 
or jeakmsy, envy or hatred, but be can tell how 
easily he might at first have repeUed the tempta- 
tion, how readily his i^d would have obeyed a 
call to any other object, and bow weak his passion 
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has bea ifter fome casual aYQcalioii» till he has m- 
ealled it again to his heartt aod revived the yiper hy 
too waim a fondneiflL 

Suefa, theNfae, k the infOTtanoe of keepii^rM- 
aon^ a constaot gnodovir iflu^tiaataaii^ that weluiw 
otiierwise no security for oar own wtuCi but inay 
eonupt our hearts in Ae most reduse solitude^ with 
more peniciom and tyittinical appetitn aiid wisb^ 
than the o o B Mneff a B of the w<»Id wffl^genesaUy pio- 
duct; fixr we are easily diocked by crimes which iqv> 
pew at cmce in thdr fiiU magaitade, but the gim« 
dual giowth of our own wicfcedness> endeared by in- 
twesti and palliated by all the artifioss of self^deoeil^ 
giTCS us time to form distinctions in oqr own finr^ 
and r e ason b y degrees submits to afanudity, as the 
eye is in tmy jBirmmm(rtifatpd-to4a^ 
. In this disease of the soul» it is of the utmost im^ 
portanoe to apply remedies at the be^nning; and 
therefore I shdl endeavour to shew what thoogfats 
are to be refected or improved^ as tbey regard tiie 
past» preset, or fiiture ; in hopes that some may be 
awakened to caot&m and Tigilance, who, perhaps, 
indulge themselves in dangerous dreams, so much 
the more dangerous, because, being yet only dream% 
they are conduded innocent * 

The recollection of the past is only useful by 
way of i»ovision for the future ; and, tfaerefm^, in v 
reviewing all occurrences that fidl under a reli« 
f^ous consideration, it is proper that a man stop 
at the first thoughts, to remaiik how he was led 
thither, and why he ccmtinu^ the reflection. If 
be is dwelling with delight upon a stratagem of 
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mcoetsfol fraud, a night of lioentkms riot, or an 
intrigue of guilty pleasure, let him summon oflFhis 
imagination as from an unlawful pursuit, expel 
tiiose passages fimn his lemembianee, of which, 
though he cannot serioudjr approve them, the jdea- 
sure overpowers the guUt, and refer JlieBa^ to a 
future hour, when thej may be considered wkh 
greater safety. Such an hour wiU certaili^loome; 
ht the pmpressions of past pleasure are always les- 
sening, but the sense of guilt, wfaidi resp e ot e fi itu* 
rily, continues the same. 

The serious and impartial retrospect of our con* 
duct, is indisputaUy necessary to the confirmation 
or recoveiy of virtue, and is, therefore, recom- 
mended under the name of self-examination, by 
divines, as the first act previous to repentance. It 
18^ indeed, of so great use, that without it we should 
always be to begin life, be seduced for ever by the 
same allurements, and misled by the same Idk- 
des. But in order that we may j^ot^losC'-^e «)• 
vantage of our experience, we must endeavour to 
see every thing in its proper fcmn, and excite in 
ourselves those sentiments, which the great Author 
of nature has decreed the concomitants^or follow- 
ers of good and bad actions. 1 

Mn^ VWH9 f i u k m i fT rtp hr i^tfuwt w^$aiii»r4mf 
nn wm^&t9 i r/V l(f(« ; r/ fu* i'w itx inXisU ; 

AuXtk fcfy mw^ms^ iiriirAii«iru, ;^f« ^ vi^«v* 

' Let not deep^ aays Pytfaagons^ fidl upon thy eyei till thoa hast thrioe 

* leviewcd the tnniTtioni of the pait day. Where have I turned aside 

* ftom rectitiide? What hate I been doing? What have I left on* 
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. ' daoe, mhUk I ouj^t to have done? S^gin t]ui8 finm, the fint act^ 
' and proceed ; and in oonclonon, at the ill which thou hast done he 
' troubled, and rejoice for the good/ 

Oar thoughts on present things boi^ determine 
cd by the objects before us, fall not under those in-* 
dulgenoes, or excursions^ ^rhioh I am now consi- 
dering. But I cannot forhear» under this head, to 
caution pious and tender minds^ that are disturbed 
bjr the irruptioiis of wicked imaginations, against 
too great dgection, and too anxious alarms; for 
thoughts are only criminal, when they are first cho* 
sen, and then voluntarily continued. 

Evil into the mind of God or man 

May come and go, so unapproy'd and leave 

No spot or stain behind.^— milt ox. 

In futurity chiefly are the snares lodged, by which 
the imagination is entangled. Futurity is the pro* 
per abode of hope and fear, with all their train and 
prc^eny of subordinate apprehensions and desires*. 
In futurity events and chances are yet floating at 
larger without apparent connexion with their causes, 
and we therefore easily indulge the liberty of grati- 
fying ourselves with a pleasing choice. To pick and 
cull among possible advantages is, as the civil law 
terms it, in vacuum venire^ to take what belongs to 
nobody ; but it has this hazard in it, that we shall be 
unwilling to quit what we have seized, though an 
owner should be found. It is easy to think on that 
which may be gained, till at last we resolve to gain ' 
it, and to image the happiness of particular condi- 
tions» till we can be easy in no other. We ought, at 
least, to let our desires fix upon nothing in another's 
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poww fbr the sake of our quiet, or in anothei^t pos- 
session for the sake of our innocence. When a man 
finds himself led, though by a trun of honest send- 
m^its, to wish for that to whidi he has no righ^ 
he should start bad: as 'from a pitfal covered with 
flowers. He that fimdes he should benefit the pub- 
lic more in a great station dian the man that fiUs i^ 
will in time imagine it an act of virtue to supfdant 
him ; and as opposition readily kindles into hatred, 
his eagerness to do that good, to which he is not 
called, will betray him to crimes, whidi in his ori^ 
ginal scheme were never fnt>po6ed. 

He therefore that would govern his actions by 
the laws of virtue, must regulate his thoughts by 
those of reason ; he must keep guilt from the re- 
cesses of his heart, and remember that the pleasures 
cf fimcy, and tiie emotions of desm, are more dan* 
gerous as they are more hidden, since they escape 
the awe of observation, and operate equdly in every 
situaticm, without the concurrence of external op- 
portunities. 
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Na 9. TUESDAY, AFBXL 17, 1*750. 



Quod its eae veUs, nihUque mo^.— — »maat. 

Chuse what yoa are; no other state prefo.— ^blpbinbton. 

It is Justly remarited by Horace, that howsoever 
every man may complain occasionally of the 
hardships of bijs condition, he is seldom willing to 
change it for atjy other on the same level : for whe- 
ther it be that he, who follows an emplc^ment, made 
choice of it at first an account of its suitaUieness to 
his inclination ; or that when accident, or the deter- 
mination of others, have placed him in a particular 
atation, he, by endeavouring to reconcile himself to 
it, gets the custom of vicMring it only on the fairest 
aide; or whether every man thinks that class to 
which he belongs the most illustrious, merely be- 
cause he has honoiu^ it with his name ; it is cer- 
tain that, whatever be the reason, most men have a 
very strong and active prejudice in favour of tiieir 
own vocation, always working upon their minds, 
and influencing their behaviour. 

This partiality is sufficiently visible in every rank 
of the human species ; but it exerts itself more fre- 
quently and with greater force among those who 
have never learned to conceal' their sentiments for 
reasons of polky, or to model their expressions fay 
the laws of politeness ; and therefore the chief con- 
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tests of wit among artificers and handicraftsmen 
arise from a mutual endeavour to exalt one trade 
by depreciating another. 

From the same principles are derived many con- 
solations to alleviate the inconveniences to which 
every calling is peculiarly exposed. A blacksmith 
was lately pleasing himself at his anvil, with observ- 
ing that though his trade was hot and sooty, labo- 
rious and unhealthy, yet he had the honour of liv- 
ing by his hammer, he got his bread like a man, 
and if his son should rise in the world, and keep 
his coach, nobody could reproach him that his fiu 
ther was a tailor. 

A man, truly zealous for his fraternity, is never 
6o irresistibly flattered, as when some rival calling 
is mentioned with contempt Upon this prindple a 
linen-draper boasted that he had got a new custo- 
ms, whom he could safely trust, for he could have 
no doubt of his honesty, since it was known, from 
unquestionable authority, that he was now filing a 
bill in chancery to delay payment for the clothes 
which he had worn the last seven years; and he 
himself had heard him declare, in a public coffee- 
house, that he looked upon the whole generation 
of wooUen-drapers to be such despicable wretches 
that no gentleman ought to pay them. 

It has been observed that physicians and lawyers 
are no friends to religion; and many conjectures 
have been formed to discover the reason of sudi a 
combination between men who agree in nothing 
else, and who seem leis to be affected, in their own 
provinces, by religious opinions, than any other part 
of the community. The truth is, very few of them 
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have thoagfat aboat religion ; but they have all seen 
a pancni ; seen him in a habit different from their 
own» and therdbre declared war against him. A 
young student from the inns of court, who has 
often attacked the curate of his fittha^^s parish witii 
sudi arguments as his acquaintances could fimiish, 
and returned to town without success^ is now gone 
down with a resoluticm to destroy him ; for he has 
learned at last how to manage a prig, and if he pre» 
tends to hdd him again to syllogism, he has a catch 
in reserve, which neither logic nor metaphysics 
can resist. 

I Umg^ to think pxm your imahalren Cato 
Will look aghast^ when unfinreseen destruction 
Foiurs in upon him thus. 

The malijpiity of soldiers and sailors against each 
othtfhas been often experienced at the cost of thdr 
oountry : and, perhaps, no orders of men have stn 
enmity of more acrimony, or loi^ger continuance. 
When, upon our late successes at sea, some new 
regulations were concerted for establishing the rank 
of the naval commanders, a captain of foot very 
acut^ raaarked, that nothing was more absurd 
than to give any honorary rewards to seamen, *' for 
^ hcmour,* says he, ^ ought only to be won by bra* 
^ very, and all the wcurld knows that in a sea-fight 
^^ there is no danger, and therefore no evidence of 
^ courage." 

But although this general desire of aggrandizing 
themselves by raising their profession, betrays men 
to a thousand ridiculous and mischievous acts of 
supplantation and detraction, yet as almost all pas- 
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mms hare timr good as w^ as bad eflbetet it Ifte- 
wise excites ingeniiity, and smnetiinas laiset «i bo- 
nest and asefiil eniiifetion of difigeooe. It majr be 
^Aserved in general^ that no trade bad eret reached 
the excellence to which it is now improred^ had its 
professors lodged upon it with the ejes of iadiffiB^ 
lent ^eetators ; the adrances^ from the first rade 
essays, must have been made by men who valued 
^lemselves ftnr performances, for which soaroe any 
other would be persuaded to esteem them. 
^ It is piecing to contempbite a manufiKstmre rising 
( gradually from its first mean state by thesucoesnve 
labours of innumerable minds ; to consider the first 
follow trunk of an oak, in whidi, perhaps, the shep- 
herd could scarce venture to cross a brook swdled 
with a shower, enlarged at last into a ship of war, 
attacking fortreases, terrHying nations, setting 
storms and Inllows at de&mee, and viriting the re- 
motest parts of the globe. And it might contribote 
to dispose us to a kinder regard fat the labomra of 
one another, if we were to connder fimn whrt un- 
promising beginnings the most useful prodookioM 
of art have probridy arisen. Who, when be saw 
ttie first sand or ashes, by a casual intenseoess of 
beat, mdted into a metdline form, rpgged w^ 
excrescences, and clouded with impuritifis, would 
have imagined, that in this shapeless lump ligr ctm^ 
cealed so many oonveniences ol life, u would in 
time constitute a great part of the happiness of the 
worid ? Yet by some such fertuitous Uquefiustion was 
mankind taught to procure a body at once in a high 
degree soKd and transparent, which might admit 
the light of the^un, and exdude the violence cf 
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tibe wind ; mkdA might extend the •iglit of the pbi- 
loftopher to new jangot of exi^nee^ and diann faam 
at one time with the unbounded esctent of the ma- 
terial emA<m, md at another with the mdleM adl>- 
ordination o£ animal life ; and^ what is yet of mole 
imfKNTtanc^ m^ht supfdy the deeaya^ nature^ and 
suoeour dd age with subsidiary sight. Thus was 
the first artificer in glass empk)yed, though with- 
out his own knowledge or expectaticxu He was 
&cilitating and prolonging the enjoyment of lights 
enlar;g^ng the avenues of sdenoe^ and cixiferring 
the highest and most lasting pleasures ; he was en- 
abling the student to contemplate nature^ and the 
beauty to behdd hend£ 

This passion for the honour of a profession^ like 
that for the grandeur <^ our own country^ is to be 
r^gulatedf^not extinguished. Every man, from the; 
h^^hest to the lowest 8tati(m» ou|^t to warm his/ 
beait» Mid animate his endeavours with the hopea 
of being uaefiilto tbewoild, by advancing the art 
iHiieh it is his k>t to nercise, and for that aid he 
murt neeassarily consider the whde extmt <^ its 
•f^^Umtion, and the whde weight of its import* 
smee.** But let him not too readily imagine that 
another is ill employed^ because^ fior want of fuBer 
Imowk^ of hia business, he is not aUe to com- 
pt^end ks digni^. Every man oi^ht to endea« 
vom at eminenoe, not by pulling others down, but 
bj raismg himself, and enjoy the j^eamre of his 
own superiority, whether imaginafy or real, with- 
eat interrupting othars in the same Mcity. The 
ptuksopher may very justly be delighted with the 
extent of his views, sand the artificer with the readi* 
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ness of bis hands ; but let the one remember, that» 
without ibecbanical performances, refined specida- 
tion is an empty dream, and the otba*, durt, with- 
out theoretical reasoning, dexterity is little more 
than a brute instinct. 



No. 10. SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1750. 



PoithMlnU tamen iUonun mea stria 2tuJo.— ^-tieo. 
For trifliqg iports I quitted grave affiun. 

The number of correspondents which increases 
every day upon me^ shews that my paper k at 
least distinguished from the common productions 
of the (M^ess. It is no less a prodf of emfaienoe to 
have many enemies ttian many finemh, and I look 
upon every lett^, whether it contains atcomiums 
or reproaches, as an equal attestation of ristngere- 
dit The mily pain, whieh I can fod from my cor- 
respcmdenee^ is the fear oi disgusting those, whose 
letters I shall neglect; and therefore I take this op- 
portunity of reminding them, that in disapproving 
their attempts, whenever it may happen, I oidy re- 
turn the treatment whkh I often receive. Besides, 
many particular motives influence a writer, known 
only to himself, or his private friends ; and it may 
be justly concluded, that not all letters which are 
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poatpcuied are rejected, mnr all that are rejected^ 
diticaUy condemned. 

Having thas eased my heart of the only appre- 
hension that sat heavy on it, I can please myself 
with the candour of fienevcdns, who encourages 
me to proceed, without sinking under the anger of 
FlirtiUa, who quarrek with me tot bdng old and 
ugly, and fw wanting boA activity of body, and 
sprightliness of mind ; feeds her monkey with my 
lucubratimis, and refuses any recmiciliatimi till I 
have appeared in vindicatimi of masquerades. That 
she may not however imi^ine me without sujqior^ 
and left to rest wholly upon my own fortitude, I 
shall now puhUsh some letters which I luive re- 
ceived from men as wdl dressed, and as handsome, 
as her favourite ; and others from ladies, whom I 
sincerdy believe as young, as rich, as gay, as 
pretty, as fiwhionaUe, and as often toasted and 
treated as herself. 

^ A SET of candid readers send their respects to 
*^ the RamUer, and acknowledge his marit in so 
'* wdl beginning a work that may be of puUic 
^ benefit. But, superior as his genius is to tiie im- 
^ pertinences of a trifling age, they cannot help a 
^ vnsh that he would condescend to the weakness 
^ of minds softened fay perpetual amusements^ and 
^* now and then throw in» like his predecesscnv, 
^ some papers of a gay and humorous turn. Too 
^ friir a field now lies opm, with too plentiful a 
"^ harvest of follies! let the cheerful Thalia put in 
^ her »dd^ and, sin^g at her wwk, deck her 
"^ hair with red and Uue" 
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^ A LADT teftdb her oompliomits to the RamUer 
^ and dettres to know by wfaat ollitr name 
'^•bemtfy diieiBt tohim; wfaat oe bit sM of friends, 
^ hu luniiMMeDts ; wimt bis wmy of ^bAskkiog, with 
^ ngtoA to the liTkig worid, and its ways ; in 
^ shorti whether he ia a person now i^e, and 
^ m town? If he fa^ she wiU do herself the ho- 
^ Dour to write to him pretty oAen^ and hopes^ 
^ from time to time^ to be the better fcr his ad- 
^ vice and anmadTeiaions ; for hfa animadyerrions 
^ on her n ei gh bonr s at least Bat, if he ia a mere 
^ essayist, and troiMes not hinisdf with the man* 
* ners of the age^ die is sorry to tril him, that eren 
^ the genius' and eorreetiMm of an AdcKson will 
^ net seewre him from neglect** 

No man ii so much afartraeted from coanii<m 
life^ as not to fed a partkuhur j^easoie from the 
r^^ard of the fimale world ; the canAd writers of 
the first billet will not be oflfended that my haste 
to satisfy a lady has hurried their address too socm 
out of my nund, and that I refer them fw a rq^ 
tosome future piqper, in onkr to tell this curious 
inquirer after my other name, tbr answer of a 
philosopher to a man, who meeting him in the 
street, desired to see what he carried under his 
doak ; •* I carry it there,** iofu he, « that you may 
not see it** But tiiou^ she is never to know my 
name» she may often see my fiwe; fi»r I am of het 
qpinion^ that a diurnal writer ought to view the 
worlds and that he who neglects his contemporaries, 
may be, with justice^ neglected by them. 
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^* Labt Backet sends comfiimenU to Ae Ram- 
^ bier, ami lets bim know she shall have cards at 
*^ ber bouse, CTerjr Sundayt the remainder of the 
^ seaaQfi» where be will be mire of meeting all the 
^ good eompanjr in town. By this means she hopes 
*^ to see his papers interspersed with living diarac- 
^ ters. She longs to see the torch of truth produced 
^* at an asseoably, and to admke, the charming lus- 
*' tre it will throw on the jewels, compleicions^ and 
'' behaviour of evwy dear creature there.'^ 

It is a rule with me to receive every ofiiNr with 
tbe same civility as it is made; and, dierefore^ 
though Lady Racket may have had some reason to 
guess, that I seldom frequent card-tables on Sun* 
days, I shall not insist upon an exception, whidi 
may to b^d^ appear of so little force. My business 
bas been to view, as opportunity was offered, every 
jpkoe in which mankind was to be seen ; but at card^ 
tables, bowevw brilliant, I have always thought 
my visit bst, fior I could know nothing of the com* 
pany, but their dotbes and their ftces. I saw their 
looks clouded at the beginning of every game with 
an uniform solicitude, now and then in its progress 
varied with a abort triumph, at one time wrinkled 
virith cunning, at another deadened with despond- 
ency, or by acddent flushed with rage at tbe un- 
akilfiil or unlucky play of a partner. From sudi 
aaeemblies, in whatever humour I happened to en- 
ter them, I was quickly forced to retire; they were 
too trifling fw me, when I was graven and too dull, 
when I was dieerfuL 

Yet I cannot but value myself upon this token 
of r^pvd ftmn a lady who is n^t afraid io stand 
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he&m the totA of troth. Let ber not, however, 
oontult her curiosity more than her prudence ; but 
reflect a moment on the fate of Semele^ who might 
have lived the ftvourite of Jupiter, if ahe could 
have bera content without his thunder. It is dan- 
gerous for mortal beau^, or terrestrial virtue, to 
be examined by too strong a light The tordi of 
truth shows much that we cannot, and all diat we 
would not see. In a face dimpled with smiles^ it 
has often discovered malevolence and envy, ai^ 
detected under jewels and brocade, the frightful 
forms of poverty and distress. A fine band of cards 
have changed before it ii^ a thousand spectres of 
sickness, misary, and vexaticxi ; and immense suas 
of money, while the winner counted them with 
transport, have at the first glimpse* of t&is unwel- 
come lustre vanished from before him. If her la- 
dyship therefiMre designs to continue her assembly, 
I would advise her to shun such dan^^rous expe- 
riments, to satisfy hersdf with common appear- 
ances, and to light up her apartments raUier with 
myrtle than the torch of truth. 

*' A MODEST young man sends his service to the 
^ author of the BamUer, and will be very willing 
*' to assist him in his wotk, but is sadly afitdd 
*' of being discouraged by having his first es- 
^' say rejected ; a disgrace be has woefully expe- 
'' rienced in every offer he had made of it to every 
'< new writer of every new paper ; but he comforts 
*< himself by thinking, without vanity, that this 
'* has been from a peculiar favour of the muses, 
^ who saved his perfoirmance from being buried 
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** in trasb, and reserved it to appear with lustre 
•• in the Rambler.** 

I am equally a friend to modesty and enters 
jaize; and therefore shdl think it an honour to 
correspond with a young man who possesses both 
in so eminent a degree. Youth is, indeed, the 
time in which these qualities ought chiefly to be 
found ; modesty suits well with inexperience, and 
enteriNrize with health and vigour, and an exten- 
sive prospect of life. One of my predecessors has 
justly observed, that, though modesty has an ami- 
aUe and winning appearance, it ought not to hin- 
der the e:rerti<ni of the active powers, but that a 
man diould show under his blushes a latent reso- 
lution. This point of perfection, nice as it is, my 
correspondent seems to have attained. That he 
is modest, his own declaration may evince ; and, I 
l^ink, the latent resolution may be discovered in 
his letter by an acute observer. I will advise him, 
since he so weU deserves my precepts, not to be 
discouraged though the Rambler should prove 
equally envious, or tasteless, with the rest of this 
fraternity. If his paper is refused, the presses of 
England are open, let him try the judgment of 
the public. I^ as it has sometimes happened in 
general combinations against merit, he cannot 
persuade the world to buy his works, he may pre- 
sent them to his friends ; and if his friends are 
seised with' the epidemical in&tuaticxi, and can- 
not find his genius, or will not confess it, let him 
then refer his cause to posterity, and reserve his 
labours finr a wiser i^* 
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Thus have I dispatdied some of my correspon* 
dents in the usual manner, with fidr words, and 
general civili^. But to Flirtilla, the gay Flirtilla, 
what shall I reply ? Unable as 1 am to fly, at her 
command, over land and seas, or to supply her 
from week to week with the fashions of Paris, or 
the intrigues of Madrid, I am yet not willing to 
incur her further displeasure, and would sare my 
papers from her monkey on any reasonable terms. 
By what propitiation, therefore, may I atone for 
my former gravity, and open, without trembling, 
the future letters of this sprightly persecutor ? To 
write in defence of masquerades is no easy task ; 
yet something diflicult and daring may well be re- 
quired, as the price of so important an approba* 
tion. I therefore consulted, in this great emer- 
gency, a man of high reputation in gay life, who 
having added,. to his other accomplishments, no 
mean proficiency, in the minute philosophy, after 
the fifth perusal of her letter, broke out with rap- 
ture into these words : < And can you, Mr Ram- 
' bier, stand out against this charming creature? 

* Let her know, at least, that from this monoent 
^ Nigrinus devotes his life and his labours to her 

* service. Is there any stubborn prejudice of edu- 
^ cation, that stands between thee and the most 
^ amiable of mankind ? Behold, Flurtilla, at thy 

* feet, a man grown gray in the study of tluM^ 

* noUe arts by which right and wrcmg may be 

* confounded; by which reason may be blinded^ 
^ when we have a mind to escape from her in- 
' spection ; and caprice and appetite instated in 
^ uncontrouled command, and boundless domi* 
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* iiion ! Such a casubt may surely engage, with 

* certainty of success, in vindication <^ an anter* 
' tainmenty which in an instant gives confidence 

* to th^ timorous, and kindles ardour in the cold ; 

* an entertainment where the vigilance of jealousy 
< has so oSiea been eluded, and the vir^ is set 
' free from the necessity of langubhing in silence; 

* where all the outworks of chastity are at once 

* demolished ; whare the heart is laid opai with- 

* out a Uush ; where bashfulness may survive vir- 

* tue, and no wish is crushed under the frown of 

* modesty. Far weaker influence than Flirtilla's 
' might gain over an advocate fiw sudi amuse- 

* ments. It was declared by Pompey, that if the 

* comnumwealth was violated, he could stamp with 

* his foot, and raise an array out of the ground ; if 

* the rights of pleasure are again invaded, let but 
^ Flirtilla crack her fim, ndther pens, nor swords, 
' shall be wanting at the summons ; the wit and 

* the colonel shall mardi out at her command, and 

* neither law nor reason shall stand before us/ 
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Non Dindymene, non adytis quatit 
Mimtftn sacerdotum incola P^thius, 

Hon Liber asque, non acuta 

Sic geminant Corybantes oera, • 
Trisies ut irce,'-^ hob. 

Yet O ! remtmhar, nor the god of wiBe> 

Nor Pythian Phoebus firom his inmost shrine. 

Nor Dindynienej nor her priests possest. 

Can with their sounding cymbals shake the breast^ 

likeiurious anger.--^-^KAKciB. 

Tbk maxim which Periander of Corinth, one of the 
seven aages of Greece, 1^ as a memorial of his 
knowledge and benevcdenoe was x^^ H'*^i Be mas-^ 
ter of ihif anger. He considered anger as the 
great disturber of human life, the chief enemy both 
of public happiness and private tranquillity, and 
thought that he could not lay on posterity a 
stronger obligation to reverence his memory, 
than by leaving them a salutary caution against 
this outrageous passion. 

To what latitude Periander might extend the 
word, the brevity of his precept will scarce allow 
us to conjecture. From anger, in its full import, 
protracted into malevolence, and exerted in re- 
venge, arise, indeed, many of the evils to which 
the life of man is exposed. By anger operating 
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opoQ pcMrar we prodofied the rabmaion of citie% 
the descdation of oountriesi the imwacre of na« 
tioni, and all those dreadful and astonishing cak* 
mities which fill the histories of the world, and 
which could not be read at any distant point of 
time, when the passions stand neutral, and every 
motive and principle is left to its natural force, 
without some doubt of the truth of the rdation, 
did we not see the same causes still tending to the 
tame eflfects, and only acting with less vigour for 
want of the same concurrent opportunities. 

But thu gigantic and enormous species of an** 
ger falls not properly under the animadversion of 
a writer, whose chief end is the regulation of com« 
mon life, and whose precepts are to recommend 
; themselves by their general use. Nor is this essay 
Intended to expose the tragical or fetal effects even 
of private malignity. The anger wMdi I propose 
now for my subject, is such as makes those who 
indulge it mote troublesome than formidable^ and 
ranks them rather with hornets and waqps, than 
with basilisks and lions. I have, therefore, pre- 
fixed a motto^ which characterises this passion, 
not so much by the mischief that it causes, as by 
the noise that it utters. 

There is in the wwld a certain dass of mortals, 
known, and contentedly known, by the appdlation 
of passionate men, who imagine themselves entitled 
by that distinctimi to be provoked on every slight 
occasion, and to vent their rage in vehement and 
fierce vociferations, in furious menaces and licen- 
tious reproaches. Their rage, indeed, for the most 
part, fumes away in outcries of injury, and protes- 
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tatiimi of vengeance, and teldom proceeds to ac- 
tual violence, unless a drawer or linkboy Ms in 
tbeir w^j ; but they interrupt the quiet of those 
that happen to be within the reach of their obu 
mours, obstruct the course of conversation, and dis- 

^turb the enjoyment of society. 

Men of this kind are sometimes not without un- 
derstitnding or virtue, and ar^ therefcNr^ not al- 
ways treated with the severity which their n^lect 
of the ease of all about them might justly pro- 
voke; they have obtained a kind of prescriptioa 
for their folly, and are considered by their compa- 
nions as under a predominant influence that leaves 
them not masters of their conduct or language, as 

/"Acting without consciousness, and rushing into 
mischief with a mist before their eyes ; they are 
therefore pitied rather than censured, and their sal- 
lies are passed over as the involuntary blows of a 
man agitated by the spasms of a convulsion. 

It is surely not to be observed without indigna- 
tion, that men may be found of minds mean 
aiough to be satisfied with this treatment ; wretches 
who are proud to obtain the privilege of madmen, 
and can, without shame, and without regret, con- 
sider themselves as receiving houriy pardons firom 
their companions, and giving them continual op- 
portunities of exerdsing their patience and boast- 
ing their clemency. 

Pride is undoubtedly the original of anger ; but 
pride, like every other passion, if. it once breaka 
loose from reason, counteracts its own purposes. 
A passionate man, upon the review of his day, will 
have very few gratifications to ofi^er to hb pride, 
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'when he has considered how his outrages were 
caused, why they were borne, and in what they 
are likely to end at last 

Those sudden bursts of rage generally break out 
tq^n small occadons; for life, unhappy as it is, 
cannot supply great evils as frequently as the man 
of fire thinks it fit to be enraged ; therefinre the 
4rst reflection upon his violence must shew him 
-that he is mean enough to be driven firom hb 
post by every petty incident, that he is the men 
ahve of casualty, and that his reason and virtue 
are in the power of the wind. 

One 'motive there is of these loud extravagancies, 
which a man is careful to conceal finom others, and 
does not alwajrs discover to himself. He that finds 
his knowledge narrow, and his ailments weak, 
and by consequence his suffirage not much regard- 
^ is sometimes in hope of gnning that attention 
by his clamours which he cannot otherwise obtain, 
4md is pleased with remembering that at least he 
made himself hewd, that he had the power to in- 
terrupt those whom he could not confute and sua- 
pend the decisimi which he could not guide. 

Of this kind is the fury to which many men give 
way among their servants and domestics; they 
feel their own ignorance^ they see their own insig- 
nificance ; and therefore they endeavour, by their 
fury, to flight away contempt from before them, 
;irhen they know it must fi>llow them behind ; and 
think themselves eminently masters, when they 
see one folly tamely complied witii, only lest re- 
fusal or delay diould provoke themto a greater. 
^ These tenqptations cannot but be owned to have 
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mme force. It is ao little pkatkig to any man 
jto see himsdf wholly overlooked in the mast of 
^things, that he may be allowed to try a few eac- 
pedients for procvring some kind ci tupidemental 
dignity, and use some, endtayour to add wei|^t» 
fay the Tidence of his temper^ to the li^^tness of 
his other powers. But this has now been feUg 
practised, md found, upon the most exact esCl- 
fhate, not to produce advantages equal to its ItK 
xonveniendes; for it appears not that a mAn can 
fay uproar, tumult, and bluster, alter aoy oo^ 
opinion of his understanding, or gain influence 
except over those whom fortune or nature have 
hnade his dependants. He may, by a steady per- 
Bsveranoe in his ferocity, fir^t hk diildren, and 
harass his servants^ hvH tiie rest of the world wifl 
look on and laugh ; and he will have the comfort 
at last of thinking, that he lives only to raise coiw 
teinpt and hatred, emotions to whkdi wisdom and 
virtue would be always unwilling to give occasiost 
He has o(»trived oAly to make those fear him, 
whom every reasonable being is endeavouring to 
endear by kindness, and must content himself with 
the pleasure of a triumph obtained by Sampling 
on them who could not resist He must perceive 
that the apprehmsion which his presence causes 
is not the awe of his virtue, but the dread of his 
brutality, and that he has given up the fdidty cf 
being loved, without gaining the honour of being 
reverenced. 

But this is not the only ill consequence of the 

frequent indulgenoe of this blustering passioAt 

-which a man, by often calling to hia assistance* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Na 11. THB lAMBUOL !Jt 

wiU teach, ia a sbgrt time, to intrude before the 
ammnons^ to ruah upon him with leaisdeas.Tio- 
feooe^ and without any preyioua notice c^ its Bp- 
proach. He will find hin]yBdf lifd)le to be inflatn^ 
at the firat tooch of provocatioli, and unable tQ re- 
tain his resentment, till he has a full conviotton eif 
the offence^ to proportion his anger to the wmfu 
or to r^ubte it by pmdence or by duty. Wheft 
a man has once s ofi eied his mind to be thus vHJU 
ated^ he foeeomes one of the most faatefiil and iiu^ 
hap|>y beii^s. He can giyie no security< to faimsdf 
that he shall not, at the next ihtenriew, alienate 
by some sucblen transport Us.deaEmt friend; or 
break out, upon aome slight oontradiation^ itkti 
such terms of rudeoess as can never be {Mr&qtly 
forgottea Wlioever converses widL him, lives . with 
the suspicion and solicitude of a man that plays 
with a tame tiger, always under a necessity of 
watching the moment in which the capricious sa- 
vage shall b^n to growl. 

It is told by Prior, in a panegyric on the Earl 
of Dorset, that his servants used to put themselves 
in his way when he was angry, because he was 
sure to recompense them for any indignities whidi 
he made them su£fer. This is the round of a pas- 
sionate man's life ; he contracts debts when he is 
furious, which his virtue, if he has virtue, obliges 
him to discharge at the return of reason. He 
spends his time in outrage and acknowledgment, 
injury and reparation. Or, if there' be any who 
hardens himself in oppression, and justifies the 
wrong, because he has done it, his insensibility 
can make small part of his praise, or his happi-- 
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ness; he only adds ddibertte to hasty fdly, ag« 
gravates petulance by oontumacy, and destroys 
the only plea that he. can offer for the tenderness 
and patience of mankind, 

Yet» even this degree of depravity we may be 
content to pity, because it sddom wants a punish* 
m«it equal to its guilt Nothing is more des^a- 
caUe or more miseraUe tlum the dd age of a pas- 
sionate man. When the vigour of youth fidls Urn, 
and his amusements pall with frequent repetition, 
his oceastcmal rage tinks by decay of strength in* 
to peevishness ; that peevishness, fiir want of no-* 
velty and variety, becomes habitual; the world 
fidls off fixMD anxmd him, and he is left, as Homer 
expresses it, ^^^U^p ^xm^ t^ to devour his own heart 
in solitude and contempt 
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— - Mi$erum parva sUpeJbeUai, 9tt fmdiibmdM 

Exereert udes inter convwia fouiU 

— -— • Ta mitU, S^ acri 

AMperitate earens, poiiioque per omtnafastu. 

Inter tU asquakt wnu numeraris atmeoi, 

Meeqidumque doces, Sf amorem quteris amamdo. 

LUCANUS ad PHOKIH. 

Unlilv the nlMld whoie lioentioiis jest 
PoQntet hie benqaet, end insults hie gueet ; 
From weelth end grandeur easy to descend, 
Thoa joy*st to kse ^ meeter in the friend : 
We lonnd thy heard the sheedbl menials see, 
Gay with the smile of bland eqnality ; 
No social care the gradoiis lord disdains ; 
Love prompts to lore, and reverence rer^rence gains. 



7V> i^ RAMBLER. 

MB* 

As you seem to have devoted your labours to 
virtue^ I cannot forbear to inform you of one 
species of cruelty with which the life of a man of 
letters perhaps does not often make him acquunt- 
ed ; and which, as it seems to produce no other 
advantage to those that practise it than a short 
gratification of thoughdess vanity, may become 
less common when it has been <mce exposed in its 
various fimns, and its full magnitude 

I am the daughter of a country gendeman, whose 
fiunily is numerous, and whose estate, not at fint 
suffident to supply us with affluence^ has been 
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lately so much impaired by an unsuccessful law- 
suit, that all the younger children are obliged to 
try such means as their education affords them, 
for procuring the necessaries of life. Distress and 
curiosity concurred to bring me to London, where 
I was received by a relation with the coldness 
which misfortune generally finds. A week^ a long 
week, I lived with my cousin, before die most vi- 
fflBBt inquiry could procure us the least hopes of 
a place, in which time I was much belter qualified 
to bear all the vexations of servitude. The first 
two days she was content to pity me, and only 
wished I had not been quite so well bred; but 
people must comply with thdr dreumstances. 
This lenity, however, was soon at an end ; and, 
for the remaining part of the week, I heard every 
hour of the pride of my family, the obstinacy of 
my father, and of people better bom than mysdf 
that were common servants. 

At last, on Saturday noon, she told m^ with 
very visible satisfaction, that Mrs Bombasine, the 
great silk-mercer^s lady, wanted a mdd, and a fine 
place it would be, for there would be nothing to 
do but to dean my mistresi^s room, get up her 
linen, dress the young ladies, wait at tea in the 
nuMning, take caie of a little miss just oome fi*om 
nnrae, and then sit down to my needla But ma- 
dam was a woman of great spirit, and would not 
be oontradKcted, and therefiNre I i^uld take eaie^ 
for good places were not easily to be got. 

With Uiese cautions I waited on Madam Bom- 
basine, of whom tiie first sight gave me no ravish- 
ing ideas. She was two yards round the wais^ 
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ber voice wis at once loud and squeaking, and ha: 
face hrougfat to my mind the picture of the full 
moon. Are you the young wooian, says she, that 
are come to ofifer yourself? . It is strange when 
people of substance want a servant, how soon it is 
the town-talk. But they know they shall have a 
belly-fttU that live with me. Not like people at 
the other end of the town, we dine at one o*clocl^ 
9ut I never take any body without a character ; 
what firiendi do jroa come c^? I then told ber that 
my father was a gentleman, and that we had been 
unfortunate.— A great misfortune indeed, to come 
to me, and have three meals a-day i-*-So your fa* 
ther was a gentleman, and you are a gentlewoman 
I sttppoae-^such gaitlewomen i—^Madam, I did 
not mean to daim any exemptions, I only answered 
your inquirjr*— Such gentie^MimenH peqfde abould 
set thdr chOdren to good trader and keqp then 
off the parbh. Pray go to the other end of the 
tomi, there are gentfewoment if. they would pay 
their debts : I am soie we have lost enough by 
gentlewomen. Upon Ibis, her broad firae grew 
brooder with triumph, and I was diaid she would 
have taken me for the pleasure of oontinuing her 
insult; but hsqppily the neict wcurd was, Pmy, Mil 
goatlewoman, troop dawm atsirs.-r-You may be- 
lieve I obeyed her. 

I retoned and met with a better rec^tion fiora 
my cousin than I expected; for while I was out 
sbe had heard that Mrs Standish, wbose husband 
bad lately been raised from a derk in an office^ to 
be eommisriooer of the excise^ had taken a fine 
boose, and wianted a maid. 
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To Mis Standish I went, and, after hacving 
waited six hours, was at last admitted to the top 
of the stairs, when she came out oi her room, with 
two of her company. There was a smdl of punch. 
So, young woman, you want a plftoe; whence do 
you come?— -From the country, madam,^— Yes, 
they all come out of the country. And what 
brought you to town, a bastard ? Where do you 
lodge? At tlie Seven-Dials? What, you naror 
heard of the foundUng-house ! Upon this, they all 
laughed so obstreperously, that I took the impor- 
tunity of sneaking o£f in the tumult 

I flien heard of a place at an elderly lady's. She 
was at cards; but in two hours, I was told, she 
would speak to me. She asked me if I could keep 
an account, and ordered me to write. I wrote two 
lines out of some book that lay by her. She won- 
dered what people meant, to breed up pow giris 
Id write at tfiat rate. I suppose, Mrs Flurt, if I 
was to see your work, it would be fine stu£f !— You 
may walk. I will not have lore-letters written from 
my house to every young fellow in the street 

Two days after, I went on the same pursuit to 
Lady Lofty, dressed as I was directed, in what 
little ornaments I had, because she had lately got 
a place at court. Upon the first sight of m^ she 
turns to the woman that showed me in. Is this the 
lady that wants a place ? Pray what pbce woaM 
you have, miss? a maid of honour^s place? Ser- 
vants now a-days !— Madam, I heard you wanted 
—Wanted what? Somebody finer than mysdf? A 
pretty servant indeed— I should be afraid to speak 
to l^r— I suppose^ Mrs Minx, these fine luttids 
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cmnot bear wettings— A servant indeed! Pray 
move df— I am resolved to be tbe head person 
in this house— -You are ready dressed, the taverns 
will be open. 

I went to inquire for the next place in a dean 
linen gown, and heard the servant tdl his Jady, 
there was a young woman, but he saw she would 
not da I was brought up, however. Are you the 
trollop that has the impudence to come ^r my 
place ? What, you have hired that nasty gown, 
and are come to steal a better — Madam, I have 
another, but beinff obliged to walk-~Then these 
are your manners, with your blushes, and your 
courtesies, to come to me in your worst gown. 
Madam, g^ve me leave to wait upon you in my 
other. Wait on me, you saucy slut ! Then you 
are sure of coming— I could not let such a drab 
come near me— Here^ you girl, that came up witb 
her, have you toudied her ? If you have, wash 
your hands befcnre you dress me— Such trollops ! 
Gret you down. What, whimpering? Pray walk. 

I went .away with tears; for my cousin had lost 
all patience. However, she told me, that having 
a respect for my relations, she was wiUing to keep 
me out of the street, and would let me have ano-i 
tber week. 

The first day of this week I saw two places. . At 
one I was asked where I had lived ? And upon 
my answer, was told by the lady, that people 
should qualify themsdves in ordinary places, for 
she should never have done if she was to follow 
girls about At tbe other house I was a smirking 
hussy, and that sweet face I might make money 
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of-^FoIr her part, it was a- rule with her never to 
take any creaturt that thought herself handaome. 
. Tlie three next days were spent in Lady Bluffs 
entry, where I waited six hours every day for the 
jdeasure of Keing the servants peep at me, and go 
away hiughing.--*-Madam will stretch har smalt 
shanks in the entry; she will know the house 
i^n.«^At sunset the two first days I was tdd, 
Aat my lady would see me to-morrow, and on the 
third, that'her woman staid. 

My week was now near its end, and I had no 
hopes of a place. My rdation, who always laid 
upon me the^ blame of every miscarriage, told me 
tluit I must learn to humble myself, and that all 
great ladies had particular ways ; that if I went 
on in that manner, she could not tell who would 
keep me ; she had known many that had refused 
places, seU their cfethes, and b^ in the streets. 

It was to no purpose that the refusal was de- 
clared by me to be never on my side ; I was rea^ 
soning against interest, and against stupidity ; and 
therefi»e I comforted mysdf veith the hope of suc- 
ceeding better in my next attempt, and went to 
Mrs Courtly, a very fine lady, who had routes at 
her house, and saw the best company in town« 

I had not waited two hours before I was called 
up, and found Mr Courtly and his lady at piquet^ 
in the height of good humour. This I looked on 
as a fiivourable ngn, and stood at the loww end of 
the room, in expectation oi the common questions. 
At last Mr Courtly called out, after a whisper. 
Stand fadng the light, that one may see you. I 
changed my place, and Unshed. They firequently 

2 
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turned their eyes upon me, and seemed to diseover 
many sulgects of merriment; for at every look 
they whispered, and laughed with the most violent 
agitations of delight At fast Mr Courtly cried 
out. Is that colour your own, child? Tes, ilays the 
lady, if she has not robbed the kitchen hearth. 
This was so happy a conceit, that it renewed the 
storm of faughter, and they threw down th^ cards 
in hopes of better sport The lady then called me 
to her, and began with an a£fected gravity to in- 
quire what I could do ? But first turn about, and 
let us see your fine shape. Well, what are you fit 
for, Mrs Mum ? You would find your tongue, I 
suppose, in the kitchen. No, no, says Mr Courtly, 
the girl's a good girl yet, but 1 am afitud a brisk 
young fellow, with fine tags on his shoulder- — — 
Come, child, hold up your head ; what ? you have 
stole nothing.-*«-«Not yet, says the lady, but she 
hopes to steal your heart quickly.— Here was a 
laugh of happiness and triumph, prolonged by the 
confusion which I could no longer repress. At 
last the lady recollected herself; Stole ! no — ^but 
if I had her, I should watch her : for that down- 
cast eye— -Why cannot you look people in the 
fiK»? Steal! says her husband, she would steal 
nothing but, perhaps, a few ribands before they 
*were left off by her fady. Sir, answered I, why 
should you, by supposing me a thief, insult one 
firom whom you have received no injury ? Insult ! 
sajrs the lady ; are you come here to be a servant, 
you saucy baggage, and talk of insulting ? What 
will this world come to^ if a gentleman may not 
Jest with a servant ! Well, such servants ! pray be 
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lp)De» and see when you will have the honour to be 
io insulted again. Servants insulted ! — a fine time 
— Insulted ! Get down stairs^ you slut, or the foot- 
man shall insult you. 

The last day cf the last week was now coming, 
and my kind cousin talked of sending me down in 
the waggon to preserve me from bad courses. But 
in the morning she came and told me that she had 
one trial more for roe ; Euphemia wanted a maid» 
and perhaps I might do for her ; for, like me, she 
must fall her crest, being forced to lay down her 
chariot upon the loss of half her fortune by bad 
securities, and with her way of giving her money 
to every body that pretended to want it, she could 
have little beforehand; therefore I might s&rve 
her ; for, with all her fine sense, she must not pre^ 
tend to be nice. 

I went immediately, and met at the dowa young 
gentlewoman, whQ told me she had herself been 
hired that morning, but that she wm ordered to 
bring any that offered up stairs. I was accord* 
ingly introduced to Euphemia, who, when I came 
in, laid down her book, and told me^ that she sent 
&x me not to gratify an idle curiosity, but lest my 
disapp(»ntment might be made still more grating 
by incivility; that she was in pain to deny any 
thing, much more what was no favour; that ^ 
saw nothing in my appearance whidi did not make 
her wish for my company ; but that another, whose 
claims might perhaps be equd, had come before 
me. The thought of being so near to such a place, 
and missing it, brought tears into my eyes, and my 
sobs hindered me firom returning my acknowledge 
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ments. She rose up conftised, and supposing by 
my concern that I was distressed, placed me by 
hcT, and made me .tell her my story : which when 
she had heatd, she put two guineas in my hand, 
ordering me tof lodge near her, and make use, of 
her table till she could provide for me. I am now 
under^ her protection, and know not how to shew 
my gratitude better than by giving this account to 
the Rambler. 

ZOZIMA. 
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Commissumqw teges ^ vino tortus ^ tra.--^-HOR. 

And let not wine or anger wrest , 

Th' intrusted secret from your breast.— framcis. 

It Is related by Quintus Curtius, that the Per^ 
stans always conceived an invindbie contempt of a 
man, who had violated the laws of secrecy; for 
they thought, that, however he might be defident 
in the qualities* requisite to actual excellence, the 
negative virtues at least were in his power, and 
though he perhaps could not speak well if he was 
to try, it was still easy for him not to speak. 

In forming this opinion of the easiness of secrecy, 
tiiey seem to have considered it as opposed, not to 
tteachery, but loquadty, and to have conceived 
the man whom they thus censured, not frighted 
by menaces to reveal, or bribed by promises to 
betray, but indted by the mere pleasure of talk- 

TOL. IV. & 
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ing, or iome other motive equaHj iriflkig, to Iqr 
open bis hewtt without reflectioii, anA to kt whilb- 
e¥cr be knew alip fiR>m hmit ooljr Ibr want of 
power to retain it Whether, by thek settled and 
ayowed sDom of thoughtless taikeiBt the Persians 
were aUe to diffuse to any grefrft extent the virtue 
of taciturnity, we are hindered by the distatiee of 
those times from being aUe to diseover, there 
being very few memoirs remaining of the court of 
FersepoKsy nor any distinct accounts handed down 
to us of their office-clerks, their ladies of the bed- 
chamber, their attorneys, their chambeirmaids, or 
their footmen. 

In these latter ages, though the old animosity 
against a prattler is still retained, it appears wholly 
to have lost its effect upon the conduct of man- 
kind, for secrets are so seldbm kept, that it may 
with some reason be doubted, whether the andents 
were not mistaken in thdr first postulate, whether 
the quality of retmtion be so generally bestowed« 
and whether a secret has not some subtle vobtilitjt 
by which it escapes impereeptibly at the smaUot 
vent, or some power of fermaitation, by which it 
expands itself so as to burst the heart that wiU aot 
give it way. 

Those that stwiy either the body or the mind of 
man, very often find the most specious and pleaa* 
ing theory falling under tlns^weight of contrary ex- 
perience ; and instead of gratifying their vanity by 
inferring effects firom causes, they are alwayar ra* 
dueed at last to conjecture causes from efifects^ 
That it is easy to be secret, the speculattit caor 
demonstrate in his retreal^ and thcvefoie thinks 
himself justified in placing confidence ; the 0)an 
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of tbe woiM )kikiw9» thaty whether 4i^«ilt or 
MAy it k, mwmmmf mi tbgvf&ra fincU hiiii69lf 
rather inclined to search af^ tJm reason of this 
miversal &iluif i» ope o(» the most important du- 
ti^ of soinety. 

The vamtjr of bring Imown to be trusted with a 
seoiet, it general^ ojpe of the chief motives to dis* 
dose itvfM h^veMT Afasurd it may be thought to 
boast aia honour by an act wloob shews that it ,was 
cMfinsred irithout merits yet most mm seem rather 
indined to confess the want of virtue tban.of im* 
portana^ and more willingly shew thoir infloeme, 
though at tl» enpence of thdr probity» than glide 
tiiiou|^ life with no olber pbasure than the pri* 
vate consciousness of fidelity; wbieh» .while it ^ 
pteservedi must be without pmise^ excqpt i^mi 
the sih£^ person who tries and knows it , 

There are many ways of telUng a jMqc^ by 
whieh a man exempts himself from t^ reproaches 
oi bis eqnsdenoe^ and gratifies his prides withowt 
stflBRNteg himsdtf let bdbve t0at he /mpahrs his 
virtue. Re t^ tjm private affiors of his patron, 
or Iris fiiend, only to those from whom he wouM • 
not ednoeal his owii; he tdls tbem tp those* who 
have no temptation to betmy the trust* or with a 
denundatien of a oertain forfi^tore of his friend* 
ship^ if he uttsboven tiiat they beeoaoe pubUc 

Seeneta aee very freqneiitly told in the first a^ 
dour of kindness^ at ef love^ finr the sake oi (mpov- 
ing^ by ao important a> saenfice^ sincerity or ten-^ 
demesv;. but with thUmotive, thofi|^ it be strong: 
in itself vanity omchv^^ since ev^ ipan dewes. v 
tobfrniest esteemed by tlioie when M Iovf»* or 
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With whom lie ootiVerseSt widi wfiotn be passes 
his hours of pkasute, and to whoin he retires ivotti 
business and from csire. 

Whoi the discovery of secrets is under ccmri- 
deration^ there is always a distinction carefully to 
be made between our own and those of aftother; 
those of which we are ftilly maaters, as ttiey affitet 
only our own interest, dnd those wfaicb ai^ lepo- 
sited with us in trust, and involve the happiness 
or convenience of such as we have no right to ex- 
pose to hazard. To tell our own secrets is gene- 
rally folly, but that fblly is without giriit ; to com- 
municate those with which we are intrusted is al- 
wi^s treachery, and treadiery for the most port 
combined with folly. 

There have, indeed, been some enthusiastic 
and irrational zealots for friendship, who have 
maintained, and perhaps believed, that one fnend 
has a right to all that is in pdssesslon^of asothiBr^ 
arid that thAefore it is a violation of kin^hiess to 
exempt any sebret from this boundless conAtence. 
Accoiiiingly a late female minister of Estate has 
been shameless enough to inform the world, that 
^he used, when she wanted to extract any'thitog 
firom her sovereign, to remind her of Montaigne's 
reasoning, who has determined) that to tail k se- 
cret to a friend is no breach of fidelity, because 
the number of persons trusted is not multiplied, a 
roan and his Ai^hd being virtoaHy the same. 

^Thatsuch a falbu^y could ' be imposed updn any- 
human understanding, or tliist an author could have 
itdvanced a potitkAi so remote fkom truth and rea^ 
eon^ any othe^ways tbacn as a dedafaner, to shew 

8 
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to wbit extent he oould streteh his iaieg^nilion^ \ 
and with what strength he . oould . press U^ prio- 
ciple, toottld soffeefy have been credible^ -had not 
this lady kindly shewn us. how &r, weakness /may 
be deluded, or indolence amused. But sioce.it 
appears, that even this sofdiistry has been aUfa^ 
with the help of a strong desire, to repose in qidet 
npon the understanding . of another, tp misleads 
nest intentions, and an understandii^ not ochw 
temptibl^ it may not be superfluous to remark, 
that those things which are common among frietada \ 
are only such as either possesses in his own. right, 
and can alienate or destroy without injury to any 
otiier person. Without this limitation, oonfidenoe 
must run on witiiiout end, the second person may 
tdl the secret to tl» third, upon, the same princi* 
pie as- he recdved it from the first, and a third 
may hand it forward to a fourth, till at last it is 
told m the round of friendship to them fiNHn whom 
it was the first intention to conceal it 

Tbe.oonfidenee which Caius has of the faithful^ 
ness of Titius is nothing mme than an (pinion 
which himself cannot know to be true, and whidi 
Claudius, who -first tells his secret to Caius, may 
know to be false ; and therefore the trust is tmns« 
ferred by Caius, if he reveal what has been told 
him, to, one from whom the person originally, con* 
called would have withMd i^ • ^^^ whatever may 
be the event, Caius iias haaarded the happiness of 
Ins. fiiend, without necessity and without permis- 
tton, atid has put that trmt in the hand of fortune 
which was given only to virtue. 
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f AH tht argumente upon whUi a man who k 
Ttettipg the private «flGuf8 of another may groond 
ihiB omfidanoa of seouritj^ be moat upon rtfleethm 
'ipnow to tie uncertain, because he finds theai wkb^ 
out eflbct upon himself. When be is nnagpning 
that Titius will be oautiottB, from a regard to hia 
fatefiesti his reputation, or bb chitf , be ought to 
nslleet that be JB himself at that inataat aoUng in 
opporiKkm to all these reasons, and revealing what 
interest reputation, and duty, direct him to eon* 



Every one feeU that in his own earn he dxmld 
consider the man inoapabfe of trusty who beliel^ 
himself at liberty to tell wiiatever he knew to the 
4rst whom he ahouid oondude deserving of his cosih* 
fidence; tberelbre Caius in admitthig Titius to 
the aflbks imparted only to himsd^ must* know 
that he violates his imth, since be acts oontralry to 
die intention of Chuidius, to whom that fidth vtas 
l^ven. For promises of friendalrip are, Hke aO 
odMtB, useless and vain, unless AeyaienuRle in 
some known sense, adjusted and acknowledged by 
both parties. 

I am not ignorant tfaiA msmy queatlens may be 
started relating to the duty of secrecy, wh«e tha 
affairs are of puUic concern; where subsequent 
reasons may arise to alter tbe appomnoe and na« 
tare of the tmU ; that thie nmnner in wbidi tbe 
secret was told may change the degree of oUigi^ 
tion, and that the prindfto upon which a man ia 
chosen for a confidant may not always equaHy oon« 
strain him. But theee scruples, if not too intri* 
cate, are of too extensive consideration fi>r my 
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present purpose, nor are they such as generally 
occur in common life; and thpugh casuistical 
knowledge be useful in proper hands, yet it ought 
by no means to be carelessly exposed, since most 
will use it rather to lull than awaken their own 
consciences ; and the threads of reasoning, on 
which truth is suspended, are frequently drawn to 
such subtil^, that common eyes cannot perceive, 
and common sensibility cannot feel them. 

The wbc4e doctrine, as well as practice of se- 
crecy, it so perplexing and dangerous, that next 
to him wiio is compeUed to trust, I think him un* 
lMq[q^ who 18 chosen to be trusted ; for he is often 
itt?olved in scruples without the liberty of calling 
in the help of any other understanding ; he is fre* 
quenlly ^wn iirto guilt, under the appearance of 
fisendsMp and honesty; and sometimes subjected 
to suspleion by the treachery of others, who are en* 
gaged without his knowledge in the same schemes ; 
for he that has <Hie confidant Juu generally more^ 
and wbm he is at kst betrayed, is in doubt on 
whom be shall fix the crime. 

The rules therefore that I shall propose concern* 
ing aecreqr^ and from which I think it not safe to 
deviate, without long and exact deliberation, are 
— *Never to solidt the knowledge of a secret. Not 
willingly, nor without many limitations, to accept 
such confidence when it is <^ered. When a secret 
is once admitted, to ccmsider the trust as of a very 
high natuee, importairt as society, and sacred as 
truth, and therefore not to be violated for any in* 
cidantal convenience, or slight appearance of con- 
trary fitness. 
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— — NUfuU unquum 
Sic diipar tlb i ' h6Iu 

Sure such a Tarious oreature ne'«r was known.*— -FAANciib 

Among the many inconsistencies which foUy pro- 
duces, m infirmity suffers, in the human mind, thwe 
has often been observed a manifest and striking 
contrariety between the life of an author and hia 
writings ; and Milton, in a letter to. a learned stran- 
ger, by whom he had been vi»ted, with great rea- 
son congratulates himself upon the consciousness of 
being found equal to his own character, and having 
preserved, in a private and familiar interview, that 
reputation which his work had procured him. 

Those whom the appearance of virtue, or the 
evidence of genius, have tempted to a nearer 
knowledge of the writer in whose performaooea they 
may be found, have indeed had frequent reaacm to 
repent their curiosity; the bubble that sparkled 
before them has become common water at the 
touch; the phantom of perfection has vanished 
when . they wished to press it to their bosom» 
They have lost the pleasure of imagining how fiur 
humanity may be exalted, and, perhaps, £elt them- 
selves less indined to toil up the steeps of virtue 
when they observe those who seem best able Co 
point the way, loitering below, as either afraid of 
the labour, or doubtful of the reward. 
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It bu been loag Uie custom of the oriental mo- 
iMfdK to hkle themselyes in gardens and palaces, 
to avoid the oonrersation of mankind, and to be 
known to their subjects only by their edicts. The 
same policy is no less necessary to bim that writes, 
dnn to him' that governs : for men woukl not more 
patiently sutunit to be tanght, than oommaodedt 
fay one known to have the same follies and weak> 
netaes with themselves. A sudden intrudek'Jnto 
the doaet of. an' author would perhaps feel equal 
lofigmtfea with the offider, who having long so- 
lieited adfBMion.:into the presence of Sardanapa- 
Ina^ saw him net eonsultii^ iipon laws, inquiring 
iata grievaMtos, or ohodelling armies, . but employed 
in ftmimne an^ustmctats, and directing the ladies 
in their work. . 

It is not difficult to eonoeive, however, that for 
many reasons a man writes much better than he 
Uvea. For without entering into refined specula- 
tioM^ it m^ be shewn much easier to design than 
to perfenn. A man propo^ his schemes of life 
in a. state of abstraction and disengagement, ex- 
empt from the enticements of hope, the solicita- 
tions oi affeotion, the importunities of appetite, or 
the depressions of fear, and b in the same state 
wUh him that teaches upon land the art of navi- 
gation, to whom the sea is always smooth, and the 
wind always prosperous. 

The mathematicians are ^well acquainted with 
the diffSerenoe between pure sdenoe,. which has to 
do only with ideas, and the application of its laws 
to the use <^ life, in which they are constrained to 
submit tp the imperfection of matter and the in- 
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Aienor of aocidents. Thus, in omibI ^wammai^ 
k n to be remenbeeed that nuny impedimcttti 
obstnict our pmedoe, which very easily give way 
to theory. The speoulatist it only io dai^er of 
erroneoM' reasoning; bat the inan inrolTed in IIfi^ 
baa his own passion^ and tboie of others, to eo^ 
^eoottteri and is emfaamssed mtb a tbouauid i»- 
oooTenienoieSy which cosfound hioi with variety af 
impulse, and eithet p^lez or obatruot his w^r. 
He is forced to act without dettberatioo, and 
obliged to ohuse before be can examine : he is aor- 
prised by sodden alterations of the stale of l|»]ng% 
and changes hb measures aooordiiig to superfieiil 
appearances; he is led by others, dtber because 
he is indolent, or because he is tiinoroua; he is 
sometimes afraid to know what iarigM^ and some* 
times finds Aiends or enemies ^Uiigent to deceive 
him. 

We are, therefore, not to wonder ^lat most ftil 
amidst tumult, and snares, and danger, in the ob* 
servance of these precepts^ whidi they Iqr dowel 
in solitudei safety, and tronquiHity, witti a mind 
unbiassed^ and with liberty unobstructed. It is 
the condition of our present state to see more than 
we can attain ; the exactest vigilance and caution 
can never maintain a sh^le day of onmingkd in- 
nocence, mw^ less can the utmost ellbrts of in- 
corporated mind reach the summit of speculative 
virtue. 

It is, however, necessary for the idea of perfect 
tion to be proposed, that we may have some ob- 
ject to which our endeavours are to be directed ; 
and he that is most deficient in the duties of life 
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makes wme atonement fw \dt baits, if be warm 
Mfaert agrimt hia own fUlinga, and hinders, b^r the 
salttbrity of his^ adttonitions, tlie ecHrii^on of liis 
esaai{de. 

Niching is more unguat, bowerer common, than 
to charge with bypocriffjr him lliat expresses zeal 
ibr dioae Tirtiies whkh be neglects to |>raetise ; 
ainoe be may be afaioenAy conTinoed of the ad- 
▼antagea of oonqoering bia passion^ witboat hav- 
mg yet obtained the victory, as a tnan may be 
oonident of tbe advnnti^es of a voyage, or a jour- 
nejf wifbotit baviiig courage or industry to under- 
take it, and may honestly recommend to otbers, 
Aose attempts wirieb he neglects himself. 

Tbe intneat which tbe corrupt part ci mankind 
kave in baideiuig themselves agunst every mo- 
live to amendment, has disposed them to give to 
these oontradietions, when they can be produced, 
against tbe cause of virtue, that wdgfat which they 
will not attow them in any other case. They see 
0MI aot ki oppoiHIiMi to ihek interest, without 
aopporingt that they do not know it ; those who 
H^e way to tbe sodden violence of passion, and 
fbradce the most importuit pursuits for petty plea- 
aotes, are not isuppoaed to have changed their 
opsnionst or to approve thdr own conduct In 
mml or asfigtous qwstimis dcme, they determine 
tlM sentiasents by Hie actions, and diaige every 
matt with endeavouring to impose upon tSie world, 
whose writings qre not ccHifirmed by his life. They 
never oMsider that themselves neglect or practise 
aomethii^ every day inconsisitmtly with tlieir own 
aettled judgment, nor cUscover that tbe conduct 
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of tbe adYocates for virtoe cm IJMe iiMBmse, or 
kssen* tbe oUigi^ons of their, dietates ; argnmettt 
18 to be uiTiBUdated only by aigttiiient> aiul.is in 
itself of tbe same forc^ wbether or not it oon^ 
vinoes bim by wbom it is propoaed. 

Yet since this prgudice^ however uareascmable, 
is always likely to have some preval^ieey it is the 
duty of eyery man to take care lest be diould hin- 
der tbe efficacy <^ bis own instruelWDS. When he 
desires to gain the belief of otherfl^ he should shew 
duit he believes himself; and when be teadies the 
fitness of virtue by his reasonings^ he ahould, by 
bis eumple^ prove its possihiiity : Thus much M 
least may be required of bioit that he shall not ^aet 
worse than others because be wrkes . bettett nor 
imagine that, by the nierit of his gettius, he nuqr 
daiqi indulgence beyond mortals of the* lowtr 
cbsses, and be excused for want <A j^iidenoe^ or 
neglect of virtue. 

Baooi^ in his history of the winds» after having ' 
offered somethipg to the imagination as dewaUe» 
oft^ {HToposes lower advantages in its {daoe ta the 
season as attainable. The same method may be 
sometimes pursued in moral endeavour^, wludi 
this philosopher has obs^ved in natural inquiriea ; 
having first set positive and absolute exeeUenee 
before us^ we may be pardoned though we sink 
down to humbler virtue, trying, however, to keep 
our point always in view» and atruggling not to 
lose ground, though we cannot gain it 

It is recorded of Sir Matthew Hale, that be^ for 
a long time^ concealed the consecration of himadf 
to tte stricter duties of reUgioo, lest, by some 
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flagitious and shameful action, he shoaid faring 
piety into disgratei Fbr the same* leascm it may 
be pradent for a writer, who appreh^ids tb«t"he 
ihalt not cfirfbtc^ his own maxims by liit domestic 
efaaraeter/to ccmcseal his name, that lie may not 
injure them. 

There are, indeed, a great number whose, eu^ 
riesity to gain a morefiimiliw knowledge of sue- 
eessful writers, is not ao much prompted by aa* 
<^inion of tbdr power to improve as todel^t^ 
and who expect fhmi them not arguments against 
▼ice, or dissettations on temperanee or jastiee^ bat 
flights of w)t, and sallies of pleasantry, or, at leasV 
acute remarks, nice distineticus, justness of smti- 
ment, and elegance of diction. 
' This etpeotation is, indeed, spedous and pto- 
bable, an<l yet, such U the fate of dl human hopes, 
that it is very often frustrated, and those who raise 
adminition by their books^ disgust by tbdr com- 
pany. ' A- mati of letters for the most part spends 
in the privacies of study, thM season of lift in 
wbieh'^ the miners are to be scrftened into ease, 
Und polished into elegsnce; and, when he- has 
gained' knowledge enou^'to be respected, has 
negleMed the minuter acts fay whicli he might 
have (fldased.^ When he enteiiB life, it* his temper 
be 96&i and Amorous, he'ls diffident and bashfht 
from Vhe'knowledge of Ms defects; m* if lie wm 
bom iMh SfHTlt and resolutibn, he id feroeiotts and 
arrogalit, fk^lndie ccnsciootness of liis^ merit ; 'he 
is either dissipated by the awe of company, and 
unaUe to recollect bis reading, and arrange his 
arguments ; or he is hot and dogmatical, quick in 
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opptrttioim. ftnd temMMOM hi defiMio^ disabled by 
bi& own vipkne^ and coolUsed by Iw baate to 
trkimpb. 

The gtatm of wriiiiif and eDOYWsatipa are of 
different kttida^ and tbough ho who exods w om 
might have been, with importunities aod appliMh 
tioB, eqttaily atioeeasfiil in the otlher» y^ aa mwy 
fkue by catatnporary talk, dMHigb utterly unac- 
quainted with the mow aooiirale metbodi . md 
more hboartd beauttei, wbieb compomtion ra* 
quiret; ao it it very poa^ble that men^ wholly aa- 
cuatomed to worbaof stwdyt may be withoiit thai 
readiness of conceptioo, and attutoee of Jaogiu^ 
always necessary to ooUoquial entertaijmMQt Th«y 
may want address to watcb the bints wfaieh oon^ 
venatioii offers £Nr the display of tbm partieidar 
attainmmtSi or th^ oaay be so much uoAyrnisbed 
with fisntter on common sulgeets, that disopiiise 
not professedly liteiaryt.JBtides over th?m aa be* 
tsTCgeneoua bodyks^ witboiit admittiiig their 009- 
ceptkms to aux m tfao drculation. 

A trsmition from an autbor^a bo(^ to bis oour 
versatianp is: too often like an entmnee into a laiip 
ci^, aftsr a distant proq^^eot Rtnaotel^. we see 
nothing but ^iies of temples and tunreta fof pa- 
laea% and imi^e it the Nsidepoe <^ spl^qdoui^ 
gaandeur^ rad magnificenoe; but, wbeQ we have 
passed the gates, we find it perploKod with naiw 
mw pasfiagesi disgmoed' with despieidUe ootti^ies,. 
embarrassed witb obstruetioD^, a«d cfawded with 
smoke. 
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Ei quando uberior viiiontm copia ? Qiuando 
3fqfor avaritioB patmt sinus ? AUa quando 
Hiw animos ?— jor. 

What age so large a crop tif vices bore^ 

Or wben was avarice extended more ? 

Wlien were tlie dice with more proftiaioB thrown ?-— ^dbvbeiT. 

There is no grievance, public or pitvate, of 
which, since I took upon me the office of a pe^ 
nodical monitor, I have reodved $o many, or so 
earnest complaiiits, as of the predominance of play ; 
of a filial passion for cards and dice, which seema 
to have overturned, not only the ambition of ex- 
* cdknee, but tl» desire of pleasure ; to have extioi^ 
guished the flames of the lover, as well as of the 
patriot; and threatens^ in its further progress, to 
destroy all distinctions, both of rank and sex, to 
erush all emulatioa but that of ftaudt to corrupt 
all those classes of our people, whose ancestors 
bave^ by their vvtue, thek industry, or tbeir par^ 
ainooy, given theot the power of living in extras 
vaganee, idlaiess^ and vice, and to leave them 
without knowledge, but of the modish games^ and 
without wishes, but for lucky hands^ 

I have found by long experience, that there are 
few enterpriaes so hopeless as contests with the 
fiisliioBi in which the opponents are not ohfy mi)de 
oonident by their numbers, and strong bgr their 
union, but are hardened by contempt of their an* 
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tagomtt, whom they always look upon as a wretdi 
of low notions, contracted views, mean oonversa* 
tion, and narrow fortune, who envieft the eleva- 
tions which he cannot reteh, who would gladly 
imbitter the happiness which his inelegance or 
indigence deny him to partake, and who has no 
other end' in his advice than to revenge his own 
mortification by hindering those, whom their birth 
and taste have set above him, from the enjoyment 
of their superiority, and bringing them down to a 
level with himself. 

Though I have nevar found myself much affected 
by this formidable censure, which I have incurred 
often enough to be acquainted with ks full force, 
yet I shall, in some measure, obviate it on this oc- 
eaiion, by offisring very little in my own name^ 
either of argument or intreaty, since those who 
sa£fer by this general infatuation may be supposed 
best able to relate its effects. 

8u^ 
TfiEBE seems to be so little knowledge left in the 
world, and so little of that reflection practised, by 
which knowledge is to be gained, that I am in 
doubt, whether I shall be understood, when I com- 
plain of want of opportunity for thinking ; or whe- 
ther a condemnation, wfakh at present seems irre- 
versible, to perpetual ignorance, will mise any com- 
passion, either in you, or your readers : yet I will 
venture to lay my state before you, because I be- 
lieve it is natural, to most minds, totake some plea- 
sure in ^omphiniiig of evils, of which they have no 
reason to be ashamed. 
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1 am the daughter of a man of great fortune^ 
whose diffidence of mankind, and, perhaps, the 
pleasure of continual aecumulation, incline him to 
TCside upon his own estate, and to educate his 
children in his own house, whare I was bred, if 
not with the most brilliant examples of virtue be- 
fore my eyes, at least remote enough from any in« 
dtements to vice; and wanting neither leisure not 
books, nor the acquaintance of some persons of 
learning in the neighbourhood, I endeavoured to 
acquire such knowledge as might most recommend 
me to esteem, and thought myself able to support 
a conversation upon most of the subjects, which 
my sex and conditi<m made it proper for me to 
understand. 

I had, besides my knowledge, as my mamma and 
my maid told me, a very fine face, and el^ant 
shape, and with all these advantages had been se^^ 
venteen months the reigning toast for twelve miles 
round, and never came to the monthly assembly, 
but I heard the old ladies that sat by wishing that 
" it might end well,*" and their daughters criticising 
my air, my features, or my dress. 

You know, Mr Rambler, that ambition is na^ 
tural to youth, and curiosity to understanding, 
and therefwe wiU hear, without wonder, that I 
was desirous to extend my victories over those 
who might give more honour to the conqueror; 
and that I found in a country life a continual re^ 
petition of the same pleasures, which was not suf- 
ficient to fill up the mind for the present, or raise 
any expectations of the future ; and I will confess 
to you, that I was impatient for a sight of the 
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town, and fitted mj thoughts with the diaooveries 
which I should make, the triumphf that 1 should 
obtain, and the peaiaes thiA I should fooeive. 

At last the tine came. My aunt, whose hua*- 
hand has a seat in parliament, and a place at oourti 
buried her only child* and sent for me to supply 
the loss. The hope that I should so lar inonuate 
mysdf into their favour, as to obtain a consider- 
able augmentation of my fortune, procured me 
every convenimee for my departure, with great 
expedition ; and I could not, amidst all my tnms- 
ports, forbear some indignation to see with whst 
readiness the natural guardians of my virtue sold 
me to a state, which they thought more hajsardons 
than it really was, as soon as a new aeoession of 
iMTtune glittered in tbmt eyes. 

Three ^days I was upon the road, and on the 
fiMirth morning my heart danced at the sight of 
London. I was set down at my aunt^s, and eo^ 
tared upon the scene of action. I expected now, 
from the age and experience of my amt, some pru- 
dential lessons; but, after the first civilities and 
first tears were over, was told what pity it was to 
have kept so fine a girl so long in the country ; 
for the people who did not begin young, seldom 
dealt their cards handsomely, or played them to- 
lerably. 

Young persons aw commonly inclined to slight 
the remarks and counsels of their eiders. I smiled, 
perhaps, with too much contempt, and wss upon 
thepdnt of telling her that my time had not 
been passed in such trivial attainments. But I soon 
found that thinigs are to be ^timated, not by the 
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i m port M Ke of tkrir eftefc^ biif th* frequoioy^ of 
their UM& 

AfeirdB}»aAei».iBy aattt ga^t! me notioe* thst 
acne cMiipaajr, which Ae had. beee fax wtdka ia 
coMecti^g^ WW to Bieel. that evenings uA she ex* 
pectod a finet aiaamfaly than haA bean aean att tht 
winter. 8be expressed this in the jargon o£ « 
gMnscatsij wmS^ when I aahed an esqpliaatiQii of 
bertctmaaf art^ wondered where I hadUBmed.. I 
faaddnac^ fouod .my abnt so incapabk- of a«jr 
rational oonchiaiQivand ao> ignonoit of evei^ tbh^ 
whether grea* oi little^ tittt I had loat aU Kgard 
to bar opinon^ and dresaad aajielf with great ex- 
p a rt atk ms of an opportnmty ta difl|phrf my cburms 
among ctnib, whoar oumpetttion would not dit* 
honour mew The cosipanjr oiune in, and after the 
cursory compliments of sfllotaftioii. . aUce emy to 
the lowest and the highest understanding, what 
waatiie result? The cards were broke open, the 
parties were formed, the whole night passed in a 
gam^ upcm which the young and old were eqiaaUy 
enpbyed ; nor was I ^Ur ta. attract, em eye;, or 
gaha an ear, but heiog cboipriled; to pfey withoaf 
skiH, I perpefcaally eaahar r assed my partner, and 
atMi peroaiMik the conttnapt oT the wbole taUe 
gathering vpbn aaa^ 

Iean90th«i8U8pact„sfa,. tbirf: tbia o<fieo& fitfUoft 
ia pradueed by a ososporacy of the old, d» ugly» 
aad the ignorant, against the ycrang and bcantiiU» 
Ae wh^and the gay,, as a contrhcance to level aB 
distinetians of nature and«f nt, to conlaond the 
world Id a chaoa of ibll^, to take ftom those ^aba 
cottU outshine them di theadwmtageaof mind 
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and bddjr, to wHbhold yooth from its iittanil plet^ 
8ure8, deprive wit of its influence, and beauty cS 
its charms, to fix thoae hearts upon money, to 
which lore has hithorto been entitled, to sink life 
into a tedious uniformity, and to allow it no other 
hopes or fean, but those of robbing; and bang 
robbed. 

Be pleased, sir, to inferm those of my sex who 
have minds capaUe of nobler sentiooants, that, if 
they will unite in vindication cf their pkasuies 
and their prerogatives^ they may fix a time^ at 
which cards shall cease to be in £B»hion, or be 
left only to those who have neither beauty to be 
loved, nor spirit to be feared; neither knowledge 
to teach, nor modesty to learn ; and who, having 
passed their youth in vice, are justly condemned 
to spend their age in fdly. 

I am. Sir, Ace 

CLXOBA. 

Vexation will burst my heart, if I do not give 
it vent As you pul^h a paper, I insist upon 
it that you insert this in your next, as evar you 
1k^ for the kindness and encoutagement of any 
woman of taste, spirit, and virtue. I would have 
it published to tiie worid, how deserving wives 
are used by imperious coxcombs, that hence- 
fiirth no woman may many who has not the pa- 
tience of GrizaeL Nay, if even Grind had 
been married to a gaooester, her temper would 
never have hdd out A wretch that loses his 
good»humour and humanity along with his moD^^ 
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and will not allow enough from his own extrava^ 
gances to support a woman of fitthion in the ne* 
oeasaiy amusements of Hfe!— 'Whj does not be 
emploj his wise head to make a figure in par- 
liament, raise an estate, and get a title? That 
would be fitter for the master of a family, than 
rattling a noisy dice4x)x ; and then be might in- 
dulge his wife in a few slight expenoes and de* 
gant diyersions. 

What if I was unfortunate at Brag?— -should 
he not have stayed to see how luck would turn 
another time? Instead of that, what does be 
do, but picks a quarrd, upbraids me with loss of 
beauty, abuses my acquaintance, ridicules my 
play, and insults my understanding ; says, forsooth, 
that women have not heads enough to play witii 
any thing but doUs, and that they should be em- 
ployed in things proportionaUe to their under- 
standing, keep at home^ and mind fiunily affidrs. 

I do stay at home, nr, and all the world knows 
I am at homeevery Sunday. I have had six routes 
this winter, and sent out ten packs of cards in in- 
vitations to private parties. As for management 
I am sure he cannot call me extravagant, or say I 
do not mind my fiimily. The diildren are out at 
nurse in villages as dbeap as any two Utile brats 
can be kept, nor have I ever seen them since ; so 
he has no trouble about them. The servants live 
at board wages. My own dinners come from the 
Thatched House; and I have never paid a penny 
for any thing I have bought since I was married. 
As for{)lay, I do think I may, indeed, indulge in 
that^ now I am my own mistress. Papa made me 
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dnidge at whwk tiU I i¥U tiied of it ; and* far (ram 
wantini; a head, Mr Hojrte» when be bad not given 
me above forty lessons, said I wmB one of his best 
sebolars. I tbought tben with myself, tbst, if onoe 
I was at liberty, I wottld leate play, and Uke to 
reading romances, tbings so forbidden at our bous^ 
and so railed at, that it was impossible not to fancy 
them very cfaaraung. Most ui^rtunabelyt to save 
me from absolute undutifulness, just as I was mar- 
ried, eame dear Bmg into fashion, and ever sbice 
it has been the joy of my life; so easy, so dieniul 
and careless, so void of thought, and so gented 1 
Who ean help loving it ? Yet the peifidious thing 
has used me very ill of late, and to-morrow I should 
have dianged it for Fara But, oh ! thb detestable 
to-morrow, a thing always expected, and never 
found.— —Within these few hours must I be drag« 
ged into tiie country. The wretch, sir, left me in 
a fit, which his threatenings had ooeasioned, and 
Bmnerdfidly ordered a post-chaise. Stay I cannot, 
for money I have none, and credit I camiot get. 
— — But I will make the monkey play with me at 
piquet upon the road for all I want. I am almost 
sure to beat him, and hb debts of honour I know 
be will pay. Then who can tell but I may still 
oome back and conquer Lady Padcer? Sir, you 
need not print this last scheme, and, upon second 
thoughts, you may.—— -Ob, distraction ! the post- 
diaise is at tiie door. Sir, publish what you will, 
only let it be printed without a name. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ITO. Ift THE XAMBUO. IM 



No. 1& SATURDAY, MAY IS, 1750. 

mmmmmmm MM$ HOfltdi COpta tOTTiUS, 

Some who the depths of eloquence have fimnd. 

In that VBiiavigiible ttretm were drown'cL— deydbk. 

«»» 

I AM the modest joung man wboai yoo fiiTOuied 
with your advice, in a late paper; and, as I am 
very hr from suspecting that you foresaw the nui»- 
l>nle«i rnconreniencies which I har^ by following 
It, brought tipon myself, 1 will lay my conditioa 
open before you, for you seem bound to extricate 
me from the perplexities in which your eounaelt 
however innocent in the intention, has contributed 
to invotre me. 

You UAd me, as you though^ to my comfort^ 
that a writer might easily find means of introdudng 
his genius to the world, for the ^ presses of England 
were open.** This I have now firtally ^Lperienced ; 
the press Is, indeed, open. 

MMes aifm diet foitt iUrijamift HWfy-— •Ti»a> 

The gates of hell are open night and day ; 
* Smooth the descent, and easy Is the wiqr.r— — detmiii. 

TheoMans of doing hurt to owselTea are alwajFS 
at hand. I iawmyately sent to a pemtet, and oon* 
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toacted with him for an impremon of several thou- 
sands of my pamphlet. While it was at the press^ 
I was seldom absent from the printing-hous^ and 
continually urged the workmen to haste, by soli- 
citations, promises, and rewards. From the day 
all other pleasures were excluded, by the delight- 
ful employment of correcting the sheets ; and from 
the night, sleep generally was banished, by antici- 
pations of the happiness which every hour was 
bringing nearer. 

At last the time of publication approached, and 
my heart beat with the raptures of an author. I 
was above all little precautions, and, in defianoe of 
envy or of criticism, set my name upon the titk^ 
without suffid^itly ecmsidering, that what has once 
passed the press is irrevocable^ and that though the 
printingrhouse may property be compared to the 
infernal regions, finr the facility of its »trance, and 
the difficulty with which authors return from it; 
yet there is this difference, that a great genius can 
never return to his former state, by a happy drmoght 
pf the waters of oblivion. 

I am now, Mr Rambler, known to be an author, 
find am condemned, irreversibly condemned, to all 
the miseries of high reputation. The first morning 
after publication my friends assembled about me ; 
I presented each, as is usual, with a copy of my 
book. They looked into the first pages, but were 
hindered, by tl^eir admiration, from reading fur- 
ther. The first pages are^ indeed, very elaborate. 
Some passages they particularly dwelt upon, as 
more eminently beautiful than the rest; and some 
d$)i«ate strokes^ and secwt degancies, I pointed 
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out to tlieiDy whkh had eaetped thar ofaMnration. 
I then b^^ged of them to finrbeav their compli. 
rnenCs, and invited them, I could do no less, to 
dine with me at a tavern. After dinner, the book 
was lesumed ; but thar pndses very often so much 
overpowared my modesty, that I was forced to put 
about the glass, and had often no means of repress- 
ing the clamours of theur admiration ; but by thun- 
dering to the drawer for another bottle. 

Next morning another set of my aequMutance 
congratulated me upon my performance, with such 
importunity c^ praise, that I was again forced to 
obviate their dvilities by a treat On the third 
day, I had yet a greater number of i^plauders to 
put to silence in the same manner; and, on the 
fourth^ those whom I had entertained the first day 
came again, having, in the perusal of the remain- 
ing part of the book, discovered so many foraUe 
aadtences and masterly toudies, that it was impos- 
sible for- me to bear the repetition of theur com- 
mendatioDS. I therefore persuaded them once 
more to adjourn to the tavern, and choose some 
other ttibject, on which I might share in their ccm- 
versation. But it was not in their power to with- 
hold thmr attention firom my performance, which 
had so entirely taken possession of thdr minds, 
that no entreaties of mine could change their to- 
[HC^ and I was oUiged to stifle, with daret, that 
praise which neither my modesty could hinder, nor 
my uneasiness repress. 

The whole week was thus spent in a kind ci 
literary revd, and I have now found that nothing 
ia so expensive as great alHlitieSi unless there ia 
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jdiied with tiieiii an intatiiMe Mgcmeia oC ^pmim; 
for to escape fimn the pain of hearing myadf ex- 
ited above the greatest names, dcMl and livtng; 
of the learned wwld, it has already cost me two 
iiogsheada of port, fifteen gallons of anradi, tmk 
dozen of daret, and five and &atj bottks of 
champagne. 

I was resolved to stay at home no longer, and 
therefore rose early and went to the eofiee-bouse; 
but found that I had now made myseif too eminrat 
for happiness^ and that I was no longer toenjoy the 
pleasure of mixing, up<M equal termsy with the rest 
of the world* As soon as I enter the room, I see 
part of the company raging with envy^ which they 
endeavour to conceal, sometimes with the appear- 
ance of laughter, and sometimes with that of con- 
tempt ; but the disguise is such, that I can disco- 
ver the secret rancour of their hcttts, and as envy 
is deservedly its own punishment, I frequently kv- 
dulge myself in tormenting them with my presenca 

But though there may be some slight satisfaction 
received from the mortificadon of my enemies, yet 
my benevolence will not sofibr me to take any pfea- 
aure in the terrors of my friends. I have been 
cautious, since the appearance of my work, not to 
give myself more premeditated airs of superiority, 
than the most rigid humility might allow. It is, 
indeed, not impossible that I may sometimes have 
laid down my opinion, in a manner that shewed a 
consciousness of my ability to maintain it, or in- 
terrupted the conversation, when I saw its ten- 
dency, without suffering the speaker to waste hia 
time in ezplmning his senfiomits ; and^ indeed, I 
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did indulge mysdf for two days in a custom ot 
dramming with my fingers^ when the company 
began to lose themselves in absurdities^ or to en* 
eroadi upon sul]gects whidi I knew them unquali- 
fied to discuss. But I generally acted with great 
appearance <^ respect, even to those whose stupU 
dity I jtttied in my hwrU Yet, notwithstanding 
this exemplary moderation, so universal is the dread 
of uncommon powars, and such the unwillingness 
of mankind to be made wiser, that I have now for 
some days found myself shunned by all my ac- 
quaintance. If I knock at a door, no body is at 
home ; if I enter a coffee4ious^ I have the box to 
myself. I live in the town like a lion in his d^ 
aert, or an eagle on his rock, too great for fiiend* 
ship or society, and condemned to solitude by un- 
happy elevation and dreaded ascendency. 

Vor is my character only formidable to others, 
but burdensome to myself. I naturally love to talk 
without much thinking, to scatter my merriment 
at random, and to relax my thoughts with ludi- 
crous remarks and fandful images; but such is 
now the importance of my opinion, that I am afraid 
to offer it, lest, by being established too hastily into 
a maxim, it shoidd be the occasion of error to half 
the nation ; and such is the expectation with which 
I am attended, when I am going to speak, that I 
frequently pause to reflect whether what I am about 
to utter is worthy of mysd£ 

This, sir, is suffidently miserable ; but there are 
still greater calamities behind. You must have read 
in Pope and Swift how men of parts have had their 
doaeta rifled, and thdr cabinets broke open, at the 
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instigation of piratical booksellers, for the profit df 
their works ; and it is apparent that there are manj 
prints now told in the shops, of men whom you 
cannot suspect of sitting for that purpose, and 
whose likenesses must have been certainly stolen 
when their names made their faces TendiUe. These 
considerations at first put me on my guards and I 
have, indeed, found snfiSdent reason for my cau- 
tion, for I have discovered many people examining 
my countenance, with a curiosity that shewed their 
intention to draw it ; I immediately left the house, 
but find the same behaviour in another. 

Others may be persecuted, but I am haunted ; 
I have good reason to believe that deven painters 
are now dogging me, for they know that he who 
can get my face first will make his fortune. I often 
change my wig, and wear my hat over my eyes, by 
which I hope somewhat to confound them ; fw you 
know it is not fair to sell my fiuse, without admit- 
ting me to share the profit 

I am, however, not so much in pain for my &ce 
as for my papers, which I dare neither carry with 
me nor leave behind. I have, indeed, taken some 
measures for their preservation, having put them 
in an iron chest, and fixed a padlock upon my 
closet. I change my lodgings five times a week, 
and always remove at the dead of night 

Thus I live, in consequence of having given too 
great proofs of a predominant genius, in the sdi- 
tude of a hermit, with the anxiety of a miser, and 
the caution of an outlaw ; afraid to shew my face 
lest it should be copied; afraid to speak, lest I 
should injure my character ; and to write, lest my 
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eorrespondenti should puMish my letters; always 
uneasy lest my servants should steal my papers for 
the saJce of money^ or my friends for that of the 
puUic. This it is io soar above the rest of man-. 
. kind ; and this representation I lay before you» 
that I may be informed how to divest myself of 
the laurels which are so cumbersome to the wearer, 
and descend to the enjoyment of that quiet» from 
which I find a writer of the first dass so fatally 
debarred. 

MISELLUS. 
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^"^ Me nofi oraeuU eertum, 
SM mor# ctfr^Joctf.— ^LucAK. 

Let thoie weik minds, who live in doubt and Sear, 

To joggling priests for oracles repair; 

One certain hoar of death to each decreed. 

My fixt, my certain soul, from doabt has freed.^— sowe. 

[Jt is recorded of some eastern monarch, that he 
kept an officer in his house, whose employment it 
was to remind him of his mortality, by calling out 
every morning, at a stated hour, ^Remember, 
prince, that thou shalt die P And the contempla- 
tion of the frailness and uncertainty of our present 
state appeared of so much importance to Solon of 
Athens, that he left this precept to future ages ; 
'' Keep thine eye fixed upon the end of life.*" 

A frequent and attentive prospect of that mo- 
ment, which must put a period to all our schemes, 
and deprive us of all our acquisitions, is indeed of 
the utmost efficacy to the just and rational regula- 
tion of our lives ; nor would ever any thing wicked, 
or often any thing absurd, be undertaken or prose- 
cuted by him who should begin every day with a 
serious reflection that he is bom to die. 

The disturbers of our happiness, in this world, 
are our desires, our griefs, and our fears; and to 

s 
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ril theses the ^onnderaCion of marttKtjr k a certain 
tad adequate reiBedy. ThiDk, says E^ctetus^ fre- 
quently on poTertyp banishnient, rad deatbt and 
thou wite then never indulge violeBt denres^ or 
give up thgr heart to measi 8entiiiients»^«Ki> OwSU 

That the uaKim of Epictetus i« Soun^e^ on jurt 
oba^rvatioo will easily be granted^ when we re« 
fleet, iiow that vehemence of eageme$s after tlie 
eommott objects of pursuit is kindled in our minds* 
We represent to ourselves the pleasures of some 
fiiture posseitton, and suffer our thoughts to dwell 
attentivtly upon it, till it has wholly engrossed the 
imtigination, and permits us not to conceive any 
happiness but its attainment, or any misery but its 
loss; every other satisfaction which the boupty of 
Piovidenoe has scattered over life is/neglected as 
inconsidemble, in ^XMaparisoa of the great object 
which we have placed before us, and is thrown 
from us as incumbent^ our . activity^ or trampled 
under foot as standing in our way. 

Every man has experienced how mudi of this 
ardour has been lernkt^ when a f harp or tedious 
sickness has set death before his eyes. The ex- 
tensive influence of greatness, the glitter of wealth, 
the pttises of adaurers, and the attendance of sup- 
{Scants, have appeared vain and emp^ things 
when tJie last hour seemed to be approaching; 
and the same appearance they would always have, 
if the same thought was always predominant. We 
should then find the absurdity of stretching out 
our am»s incessantly to grasp that which we can- 
not keep, and wearing out ouv lives in endeavours 
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to add new tttiwts to the Aibiie of mbiiioii, when 
the fbundition itself is shaking, and the ground on 
which it stands is mouldemig awaj. 

All enry is prq>ortionate to dcdie ; we are. nn« 
easy at the attainmente of another^ according as 
we think our own happiness would be advanced 
by the addition of that which he wiUiholds fiom 
us; and therefi^e whatever depresses immoderate 
wishes, wilU at the same time, set the heart free 
ftom the corrosion of envy, and exempt us from 
that vice whidi is, above most others, tonnentiog 
to ourselves, hateful to the world, and productive 
of mean artifices, and sordid prcjeeta. He that 
considers how soon he must dose his life^ will find 
nothing of so much importance as to dose it wdl; 
and will, tha:efore, look with indiflference upon 
whatever is useless to that purpose. W^hoever re* 
fleets fiequently upon the uncertainty of his own 
duration, will find out, that the state df others is 
not more permMient, and that whi^ can confer 
nothing on himsdf very desu:able, cannot so much 
improve the condition of a rival, as to make him 
much superior to those fimn whom he has carried 
the priz^ a prize too mean to deserve a very oU 
stinate opposition. J 

Even grief, that passion to which the vuttuoiis 
and tender mind is particularly subject, will be 
obviated or alleviated by the same thoughts. It 
will be obviated, if all the Uessings ct our eondi* 
tion are enjoyed with a constant sense of this un« 
certain tenure. If we remember, that whatever 
we possess is to be in our hands but a very litde 
tkne, md that the little whidi our most lively 
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hopes can promise us, may be made less by ten 
thousand accidents ; we shall not much r^ne at 
a loss, of which we cannot estimate the valuer but 
of which, though we are not able to tell the least 
amount, we know, with sufficient certainty, the 
greatest, and «re oonyineed that the greatest is 
not much to be regretted. 

But, if any passicm has so much usurped our ^m- 
derstanding, as not to suffer us to enjoy advantages j 
with the DQoderation prescribed by reason, it is not 
too late to apply this remedy, when we find our« 
selves sinking under sorrow, and inclined to pine 
for that which is irrecoverably vanished. We may 
then usefully revdve the uncertain^ of our own 
condition, and the foUy of lamenting that from 
whicb^ if it had stayed [a Uttle longer, we should 
ourselves have be^i taken away. 

With r^purd to the sharpest and most melting 
sorrow, that which arises from the loss of those 
whom we have loved with tenderness, it may be 
obstfved, that friendship between mortak can be 
oontraeted cm no other terms, than that one must 
some time mourn fw the other's death : And this 
grief will always yield to the survivor one conso- 
lation proportionate to his affliction ; for the pain, 
whatever it be, that he himself feels, his friend has 
escaped. 

NorisifesiV the most overbearing and resistless 
of all our passions, less to be temperated by this 
universal medicine of the mind. The fi^equent 
contemplation of death, as it shows the vanity of 
all human good, discovers likewise the lightness 
of all terrestrial evil, which certainly can last no 

VOL. IV. I 
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longer thm ' the subject upon wfaieb it acts ; sod 
iocording to the did obsenratioiit must be shwtert 
As it is moie violent Tlie most crttd ealamity 
irhidi tnisfortime can produce niast^ bjr the ne- 
cessity of nature, be i|uiddy at aa eild. The soul 
cannot long be heid in prison, but will ffjr awaf , 
and leave a lifeless body to human adice^ 

— • Bidetque sui lidibna trunci. 

Aad MttiBg mock! the biokeD ftune bdow. 

The utitabst that we tiUi threaten to one andthei 
is that death, which, indeed. We majr precipitate 
but cantiot retard, add ftom Whidi, therefore, it 
tonnot become d Wise toiAh to bujr A Ireprievfe at 
the ex(^nce JE>f virttie, sincfe he knows not how 
^liddl a |>ortion of tinie he bah puithase, but knowi, 
that whether short or lotlg. It Will be mad)? less 
^luabl6 by the kemetiitoince of the price at which 
ii has been obtained. He k suie that hi destroys 
his happiness, but is not iure that hfe lebgtbens fiis 

The kno^ shortness of life, iSs it ou^t to mo- 
Aerate oUr passioni, may likewise, with equal pro* 
priety, cohtract our designs^ Thisre is hot time 
for the mosi forcible genitis, and mofct active in* 
dustry, to extend its dfects beyond a certain sphere. 
To project the conquest of the world, is thb mad« 
ftess of tniglMy princes ; to hope for excellence in 
every scilence, has beeh the folly of literary heroes ; 
and both have found at last, that they have panted 
fbr a height of eminence denied td humanity, and 
have lost many opportunities of maldng themselves 
useful and happy, by A vain amUtkm of obtaining 
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a species of honour, which the eternal laws a( Pro- 
vidence have placed beyond the reach of man. 

The miscarriages of the great designs of princes 
are recorded in the histories of the wwld^ but ate 
o£ little use to the bulk of mankind, who seem very 
little iriteriestM in admonitions agi^indt ^rrcMrs 
which they cannot commit. But the fate of learned 
ambition is a proper subject for every scholar to 
consider ; for who has not had occasion to regret 
the dissipation of great abilities in a botatadless mul- 
tiplicity of pursuits, to lament the sudden desertion 
of excellent designs^ upcm the offar of some other 
subject made inviting by its novelty, and to observe 
the inaccuracy and deficiencies X)f works left unfi- 
nished by too great an extension of the plan ? 

It is always pfeasii^ to obderv^ hdw mudi more 
our minds can conceive, than ouir bodies can per- 
fmm ; yet it is our duty, while we continue in this 
complicated state, to regulate one part of our com- | 
position by momt r^gaid to the otl^. We arp not 
to indulge our ec^rpontel appetite with pleasures 
that impair our intdlsctnal vi^iMlr, nor gratiiy our 
mindi ii(rith sishemes which ^e know our lives tnuit 
fiui in attempting to eftitfeute. The uneertiinty CS 
oar duration bught lit oooe to set bbunds to our 
designs, imd add incitements to our industry ; tod 
wfaien we find onndves inclined either to immeoh 
sity in our schemes, or sluggishness in our etidea- 
voun, we may either check; or aninkate^ ouraidive^ 
by recollecting, with the fiither of physic; ^ tiiat 
art k long, and lifi^ is shott.'' 
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lUic matre carentibui, 
Privigms mulier temperat innocms. 
Nee detata regU virum 
Cat^ftms, nee nitidojidii •dmUero : • ' 

Dos est magna parentum 
Ptrttts, et metuens aUerius tori 
CertofoBdere castUtu.^'^-^HOM. 

Not there the guiltless step-dame knows 
The hsleftil dran^t fbr orphans to compote ^ 

No wife hi£^ portioned rules her spouse^ 
Or trusts her epsene'd kvei^s fidthkss vows: 

The lovers there to dow'ry claim 
The fiither's virtue^ and the spotless fiune^ 

Which dares not hieak the nuptial He.— -^-pkakcis* 

The&e is no obsenration more frequently made 
by sach as employ tbemsdves in surveying the 
conduct of mankind, than that marriage, though 
the dictate of nature, and the institution of Provi-* 
dence, is yet very often the cause of misery, and 
that those who enter into that state can sddom 
forbear to express their repentance, and thek envy 
of those whom dther chance* or eauticni hath willi- 
held from it 

This general unhappiness has given oceasion to 
many sage maxims among the serious, and smart 
remarks among the gay ; the moralist and the writer 
of epigrams have equally shown their aUlities upon 
it ; some have lam^ited, and some have ridiculed 
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it ; but as the faculty of writiiig has been chiefly a 
masculine endowment, the reproach #f making the 
world miserable has been always thrown upon the 
women, and the grave and the merry have equally 
thought themselves at liberty to conclude either 
with declamatory complaints, or satirical censures^ 
of female folly or fickleness^ ambition or crueltyp 
extravagance or lust 

Led by such a number of examples, and incited 
by my share in the common interest, I sometimes 
venture to consider this universal grievance, hav- 
ing endeavoured to divest my heart of all par- 
tiality, and place myself as a kind of neutrid being 
between the sexes, whose clamours being equally 
vented on both sides with all the vehemence of 
distress, all the apparent confidence of justice, and 
all the indignation of injured virtue, seem entitled 
to equal regard* The men have, indeed, by their 
supmority of writing, been able to collect the evi- 
dence of many ages, and raise prejudices in their 
fiivour by the venerable testimonies of philosophers^ 
historians, and poets, but the pleas of the ladies ap« 
peal to passions of more fordUe operation than the 
reverence of antiquity. If they have not so great 
names on their side, they have stronger arguments; 
it is to little purpose, that Socrates, or Euripides^ 
are produced against the sighs of softness, and the 
tears of beauty. The most fi^gi^ and inexorable 
judge would at least stand suspended between equal 
powers, as Lucan was perplexed in the determina- 
tion of the cause, where the deities were on one 
nde^ and Cato on the other. 

But I, who have kmg studied the severest and 
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most abstracted philoaopby, have now« in the cod 
maturity of life^ arrived at such command over mj 
passions, that I can hear the vodfemtions of either 
sex without catching any of the fire fiom those that 
! utter them; For I have found, by long experience, 
' that a man will sometimes rage at his wife, when 
f in reality his mistress has dfi^nded him ; and a lady 
complain of the cruelty of her hnshand, when she 
has no other enemy thaii bad cards. I do not suf* 
fer myself to be any longer imposed upon by oaths 
on one side, cm* fits on the other ; nor when the hus- 
band hastens to the tavern, and the lady retires to 
her closet^ am I always confident that ^ey are 
driven by their miseries ; since I have sometimes 
reason to believe, that they purpose not so mudi 
to soothe thdr sorrows, as to i^nimate their fiiry* 
But how little credit soever may be given to par- 
ticular accusations, the general accumulation of 
the charge shews, with too much evidence, tl^at 
married persons are not very ofteQ advanced in 
felidty; and, therefore, it may be pn^r to ex^ 
amine at what avenues so many eyik have made 
their way into the world. With this purpose, i 
have reviewed the lives of my ^eiids, who have 
been least successful in connubial contracts, aad 
attentively conudered by what motives they weit 
incited to many, and by what prinpiplea they re- 
gulated their choice* 

One of the first of my acquaintances that re- 
solved to quit the unsettled thoughtless conditioq 
of a bachelor^ was Prudentius, a man of slow 

Cbut not without knowledge or judgment in 
whidi he had leisuaa to consider ^dually 
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befi>ie he detenmned them. Wkenev^ we ii^ 
at a ta?etD, it WM bii province to wttle the ^qhemc^ 
of our eatertainmenty oontm^ with the copk* aD4 
ittSorm w when we had called for wi^ to the sufQ 
originally proponed. This grave consid^irer founds 
by deep meditation^ that a man was no loser by 
marrying early, even though be pontented biipself 
with a less fortune; fc^r estimating the exact i^prth 
cf annuities, he found that, considering the pon« 
stant diminution of the value of life, with the pro- 
bable fall of the interest of moneyt it was ppt 
worse to have ten thousand pounds at thf age of 
two and twenty yeai», than a much larger fprtun^ 
at thirty; for many c^portunities, says he, pccifr 
of improving money, which if a man misses h^ 
may not afterwards recover. 

Full of these reflections, he threw his eyes about 
him» not in search of beauty or elegance, dignity 
m understanding, but of a woman with tep thou- 
sand pounds. Such a woman, in a v^ealthy P9rt 
of the kingdom^ it was not very difficult tQ ^nd ; 
and by artfiil mapagement with |ier fttber, who9^ 
amlntion was to make his daughter a gentlewonian, 
my friend got her, as he boasted to ns in cpm^epce 
two days after his marriage; for a aettlfyqaent of 
ieventy-three pounds a yeif less than her fprtune 
might have claimed, and less than he woul^ bim* 
self have given, if the fods had been b»t wi$e 
oiough to ddi^ the bargain. 

Thus, at once delightgd with the supfdocity of 
bis parts and the augmpi^tion of his fortimfe he 
carried ^uria to bis own bouse, in which he nev^ 
afterwards es^ofed one hour of baf^iness. F«r 
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Furia was a wretch of maui inteHects, violeiit 
passions, a strong voice, and low education^ witii- 
out any sense of happiness but that which con- 
sisted in eating and counting money. Furia was 
a scold. They agreed in the desire of wealth, but 
with this difl^nce, that Prudentius was for grow* 
ing rich by gain, Furia by parsimony. Prud^ittus 
would venture his money with chances very mudi 
in his favour; but Furia very wisely observing, 
that what they had was, while they had it, their 
oton, thought all traffic too great a hasard, and 
was for putting it out at low interest, upon good 
security. Prudentius ventured, however, to in- 
sure a ship at a very unreasonable price, but hap. 
pening to lose his money, was so tormented with 
the clamours of his wife, that he never durst try a 
second experiment. He has now grovelled seven 
and forty years under Furia's direction, who never 
once mentioned him, since his bad luck, by any 
other name than that of the insurer. 

The next that married from our society was Flo^ 
rentius. He happened to see Zephyrttta in a cha- 
riot at a horse-race, danced with her at night, was 
confirmed in his first ardour, waited on her next 
morning, and declared himself her lover. Flom- 
tins had not knowledge enough of the worid, to 
distinguish between tiie flutter of coquetry, and 
the sprightliness of wit, or between the smile . of 
allufement, and that of cheerfiilness. He was 
soon awaked firom his rapture, by conviction that 
his pleasure was but the pleasure of a day. Ze^ 
phyretta had in four and twenty hours spent her 
stock of rq^artee, gone round the circle of her 
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air8» and had nothing remaining for him but child* 
iah insipidity, or for herself^ but the practice of 
the same artifices upon*iiew men. 

Melissus was a man of parts, capable of enjoy* 
ing and of improving life. He had passed through 
the various scenes of gaiety with that indifference 
and possession of himself, natural to men who 
have something higher and nobler in their pro- 
spect Retiring to spend the summer in a village 
Utde fireqaented, he happened to lodge in the 
same house with lanthe, and was unavoidably 
drawn to some acquaintance, which her wit and 
pditeness soon invited him to improve. Having 
no opportunity of any other company, they were 
always together; and as they owed their pleasures 
to each other, they bqpin to forget that any plea* 
sure was enjoyed before their meeting. Melissus, 
firom being delighted with her company, quickly' 
began to be uneasy in her absence, and being suf- 
ficiently convinced of the force of her understand* 
11^ and finding, as he imagined, such a conformity 
d temper as declared them formed for each other, 
addressed her as a lover, after no very long court- 
ship obtained her for his wife, and brought her 
next winter to town in triumph. 

Now began their infelicity. Melissus had only 
seen her in one scenes where there was no variety 
of objects, to produce the proper exdtements to 
oontoary desires. They had both loved solitude 
and reflection, where there was nothing but soli- 
tude and reflection to be loved ; but when they 
came into puUic life, lanthe discovered those 
passions which accident rather than hypciciisy had 
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hitherto eoooeikd. She ww^ indeei, not withoat 
(he power of thiokiiii^ but was wholly without the 
exertion trf* that power when either gaiety or qrien- 
doiir played on her imagination. She was expen- 
mre in her diversions, vehement in ha* passion^ 
insatiafce of pleasor^ however dangerous to her 
reputation, and eager of af^use, by whomsoever 
it might be given. This was the wife which Me* 
lissus the pbilosqpher found in his retirement, 9od 
from whom he expected an associate in his studies 
and an assistant to his virtues. 

Ftosapius, upon the death o{ his younger bro- 
ther, that the family might not be extinct, mar* 
ried his housdceeper, and has ever since been 
complaining to his friends that mean notiona are 
instilled into his children, that he is ashamed to 
sit at his own taU^ and that his house is uneasy 
' to him for want of suitable ocmipanions. 

Avaro, master of a very huge estate took a 
woman of bad reputation, recommended to him 
by a ridi unde, who made that marriage the otm^ 
dition on which he should be his heir. Avaro 
now wonders to perceive his own fi)rtune^ his 
wife's and his unde's, insuffident to give him that 
hapinness which is to be found only with a woman 
of virtue. 

I intend to treat in m(»« papers on this import- 
ant artide of Hfe^ and shall, therefore, make no 
reflection upon diese histories, except that M 
whom 1 have mentioned fii3ed to obtain liappi* 
ness, for want ci a»isiderii]|r duit marriage is the 
strictest tie of perpetual friendship; that there 
can be no frieiribhip without oQufidenee^ and no 
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oonfidenoe wiUumt: int^^ty ; and thtt he must 
€s:peot to be wretcbed^ who pays to beauty» ridiesr 
or potiteness, that regard whidi only virtue and 
piety ean daim. 



ifq, 1^. TPESDAY, M^Y 8% 17^. 

Diifii te caiuidicnin, dum te tnodo rhctorafingit. 

Mi Hon dce^rw, Tmire, ^uid esse vdis, 
Ptkoi 4r Priami irantU, vel Negbfrii cetas, 

Et serum Jiierat jam tibi desinere , 
Eja, age, rympe moras, quo te spectabimus usque 9 

Dum quid M dmlnkts,jam poies esse m iM . ■ m art. 



To rhetoric now, and now to kw indin'd^ 
Vawtain wUst to fix tli/ ^Q^ii^jiig mM* 
Old Priam's a^or Nestor's may be oat. 
And thou, O Taurus I still go on \n doabt. 
Cone liien, bow hag audi wayering shall we see? 
Thoa ma/st doubt qq; ibon tiow ctevt nothing be* 

r. Lswis. 



It is never vithoiit very mdandioly refleetioDs, 
that we can ohserre the miscoadud;, or misear- 
mfftp of those men* who seem^ by the force of 
understanding, or extent of knowledge, exepnpted 
fimn the general fimlties of human nature, and 
pciv^fged ftom the oonunqn infriiciti^ of lifr. 
Though the world is crowded with scenes of 
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calamity, we look upon the geneial mass of 
wretchedness with very little r^pffd, and fix our. 
eyes upon the state of particular persons, whom 
the eminente of their qualities marks out fix>m 
the multitude ; as in reading an account of a bat- 
tle, we seldom reflect on the vulgar heaps of 
slaughter, but follow the hero with our wh(de at- 
tention, through all the varieties of hb fortune^ 
without a thought of the thousands that are fill- 
ing round him. 

With the same kind of anxious veneration I 
have for many years been making observations 
on the life of Polyphilus, a man whom all his 
acquaintances have, from hb first appearance in 
Che world, feared for the quickness of his discern- 
ment, and admired for the multiplicity of his at- 
tainments, but whose progress in life, and use- 
fulness to mankind, has been hindered by the su- 
perfluity of his knowledge, and the celerity of his 
mind. 

Polyphilus was remarkable, at the schod, for 
surpassing all his companions, without any vinble 
application, and at the university was distinguished 
equally for his suooeteful progress as well through 
the thorny mazes of science, as the flowery path 
of politer literature, without any strict confine- 
ment to hours of study, or remarkable forbearance 
of the common amusements of young men. 

When Polyphilus was at the age in which men 
usually choose their profession, and prepare to en- 
ter into a public character, every academical eye 
was fixed upon him ; all were curious to inquire 
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what this universal genius would fix upon for the 
employment of his life ; and no doubt was made 
but that be would leave all his contemporaries be* 
hind him^ and mount to the highest honours of 
that class in which he should inlist himsd^ with« 
out those delays and pauses which must be endured 
by meaner abilities. 

Polyphilus, though by no means insolent or as« 
suming, had been sufficiently encouraged, by un* 
interrupted success, to place great confidence in 
his own parts ; and was not below his companions 
in the indulgence of his hopes, and expectatiom 
of the astonishment with which the world would 
be struck, when first his lustre should break out 
upon it ; nor oould he forbear (for whom does not 
eonstant flattery intoxicate?) to join sometimes in 
the mirth of his friends, at the sudden disappear^ 
ance of those, who, having shone a while, and 
drawn the eyes of the public upon their feeble 
radiancy were now doomed to ftde away before 
bim. 

It b natural for a man to catch advantageous 
notions of the condition which those with whom 
he converses are striving to attain. Pdyphilus 
in a ramble to London, fell accidentally among 
the physicians, and was so much pleased with the 
prospect of turning philosophy to profit^ and so 
highly delfghted with a new theory of fevers 
which darted into his ima^nation, and whidi, 
after having considered it a few hours, he found 
hiviselfable to maintain against all the advocates 
for the andent system, that he resolved to apply 
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hitnscir to «Mtokn)r» botaDjr» titd efatemUtry, aUcl 
td Iwye no part iiiiotmqueredt dther of the tm-i 
mdlt nHneral, or Tegetable kuigdotii& 

He therlsfbre read authors, oonstnieted tyttemt, 
add tried expMniesit*; bitt» utibat>t»ly, as hk wss 
goin^ to ste a new pUnt in flower at Chebei^ he 
met» in crossing Westminster to take water, the 
ofaanotUdr'l ooadi; be bad tht curiosity to Mknw 
htm into the haU, wlieie a temarfcaUe cAuse bap- 
fened to be tried, and found himself able to pro- 
doceao many arguments^ which the lawyers had 
omitted on both sides, that he determihed to quit 
physic fbt* a profession in whidi he fEMmd it wooli 
be so eny to etod, and whidi promised higher 
honoms, and hrger profits^ without me Unch o ty 
attendanee upon misery, mean 'submisBidn to pee- 
vishness, and oontinind intemiptioik of rest and 
pleasure. 

He immediately took chambers in the Temple^ 
bought a oommon-plaee book, and confined him* 
aelf finr some months to the perusal of the statute^ 
year-bodes, pleadings, and reports ; he was a con* 
stant beiuer of the courts, and began to put cases 
wilh reisohable accuracy. But he soon diseoverecL 
fay considering the toibine of lawyets, that prefer* 
mkktt was not tb be got by acuteness, learning, and 
etoqhence; He Was perpleied by the absnrdities 
of attoihies, and misrepresehtations made by his 
dfcmts of their oitoi causes, by the usMess andde^ 
of Me, and the incebsant ifaiportunity of another; 
he begto to fceplsnt of having icbvoted hiknself tcwa 
ittid^, wfairii was so narrow in its oomprsheiisioa 
that it could never carry his name to any other 
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country^ and Aought it imwortbjof a macii of parts 
to sdl bis life only tot numey. Hie barrentiess of 
his feUow-stildeilts felted him geiienUy into other 
eompany at his hours of entertainment and afaooD^ 
the irarleties of ccmversation thion^ which fab ca- 
riosity was daily wandaing; fae^ by dumce^ miogied 
at a tavern with some intelfigent oflfieers cf the 
army. A mm of letters was ieasily daasled wiA 
the gaietjF of their appfeftrante^ and softened into 
Idhdileto by the politeness d their addreis ; he^ 
therefore^ ettltirated tins taew acquamtance^ and 
.Wheti be saw bolv readily they fikind in every piaee 
admission and regard^ and how fiumKarly they 
wiii|P^ tnth every rank ahd order of nien» he be^ 
gan to feel his heart beat for military honomrs, and 
wondbred bow die prBJodioes of the univentty 
should make biok so long insen^ble of that ambU 
tion^ Which has fired so many hearts in every i^ 
and negligent of that calling, Whidi is» above d 
jotbers^ uniVersatty and invariably illustrious^ imd 
wUeh gives^ eten to the exteriw appeahmee of iia 
prdfiBsaot9» a dignity and frebdom unknown to the 
nist of maricind. 

These favooraUe impreasiotis were made stffl 
deeper by his conversation with ladies^ whose rea 
g^ard fer addien he could not observe, without 
srtrishing himself one of timt happy Stitamtyf to 
which the female worid seem to have devoted 
their charms and liiefar kindness. The Iwe of 
koowled^, which was stifi fan predoifaintat iildi* 
nation, was gratified by Ae ledtal of adventuiw^ 
imd accounts of foreign countries; and tfaereftm 
be concluded thait thiert was Ao tray of life in 
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wUch all Ins views oouU so oompleCdy ocfnoentre 
as in that of a soldier. In the art of war he tiiought 
it not dtfRcult to e«d, having observed fa& new 
friends not very much versed in the {Mrindples of 
tactics or fivtifiksBtion ; be therefore studied $& 
the nulitarj writers both andent and modem, and» 
in a short time, could tdl liow to have gained every 
waaikaUe battle that has been lost from the be- 
gimiing of the world. He often diewed at table 
how Alexander should have been diecked in his 
conquests, what was the fatal error at Pharsalia^ 
how Cluurles of Sweden might have escaped his 
ruin at Pultowa, and Marlborough m^ht have 
been made to repent his temerity at Blenh»m. 
He entrendied armies upon paper, so (iiat no 8U« 
periority of numbers could force them, and mo- 
delled in day many imjHr^naUe fortresses, on 
which all the present arts of attack would be ex« 
hausted without eSecL 

Polyphilus, in a short time, <4>tained a commis-* 
sion ; but before he could rub off Ike sdemnity of 
a scholar, and gain tlie true air of military viva- 
city, a war was dedared, and forceu sent to tiie 
emtinent Here Polyphilus unhappily found that 
etudy alone would not make a soldi»; f<H- bdng 
much accustomed to think, lie let the sense d 
danger sink into his mind, and felt at the approach 
of any action, that terror which a sentence of 
death would have brought upon him. He saw 
that, instead of conquering their fears, the endea- 
vour of his gay friends was only to escape them ; 
but his philosophy chained his mind to its oligect; 
attd rather loaded him with shncklei than furnished 
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ham with inns. He^ liowef«r» suppretied hit* mU 
«ery in 8ileiice» and passed through the campaign 
with hooDiir^ but fimnd liimadf utterty unable to 
•oppiHrt another. 

He then had leeourae again to hia booln; and 
ooofcinued to range fram one study to another. 
As I usually rssit him onoe a month, and am -ad* 
imtted to him witlKMit prerlotts notice, 1 have 
fiiund him within this last half year, deeffriierltfg 
the Chinese language, making a fiaroe^ cdlebting 
a ^ocahnlary of the obsolete terms of the Engiish 
law, writBig an inquiry coneeraing the woient 
Corinthian Ixass, and ferming a new scbeme of 
the variations of the needle. 

Thus is this powerful genius, which might have 
extended the sphere of any science, or beM6ted 
the world in any profession, dissipated in a bound-" 
less variety, without profit to others or himself t 
He makes sudden irruptions into the regions of 
knowledge, and sees all obstacles give way bcfft>re 
him ; but he never stays long enough to com[dete 
his conquest, to establish laws, <»* bring away the 
spoils* 

Such is often the folly of men^ whom nature has 
»aUed to obtain skill and knowkdge, on terms 
so easy, that they have no sense of the value of 
the aqquitttion; they are quiAified to make such 
speedy progress in learning, that they think them«- 
selves at liberty to loiter in tbe way, and by tam« 
iag aside after every new object, lose tbe raoe, 
like Atalanta, to slower competitors^ who press 
diligently forward, and whose force is directed tp 
a single point 

VOL. IV, K 
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. I hftM oAm tiMMigkC thoie hippjr that lum teen 
ftK€d» fiwD the fink di#ii of thooglit, in a det»^ 
minitkNi: to some ifente of 1^ fajr the dnioe of one 
whose author!^ may prodode capriecv and wfaoae 
inAiwee^Bfeajr pn^uitiee thtaft ki.fkvoQr of hu opi- 
nion. ThegedcmlpmKptofeoDanldpgte 
is of Uttfe iis«i unless: we are told how the gtnins 
canbejcnown* Ifit/is to bediacoveted only hj 
exi^erifeaent^ life wlU he lost befwe the resolution 
ean be fixed; if any other indieatiDns ate to be 
fiMUidt they may, perhi^ be yeiy early discerned 
At least, if to miscBRy.in an attempt be a proof of 
having austalsen the direetion of the genius, men 
aj^ear not less frequently deceived with regaid to 
themselves than to others; and therefore no one 
has muoh reason to complain that fab IMfe was phm« 
nsdont by his friends, or to be confident diathe 
should have had dthar more honomr or hapfMness, 
by being abandoned to the chance of his own fimey. 
tt was said of the kamed Bishop Sanderson, 
theft when he was preparing his lectures, he bed* 
tsted so much, and reacted so <rflen, that, at the 
time of reading, he wa^ often forced to produce^ not 
what was bMl» but what happened to be at 
band This will be the state of every man, who^ 
in the eboite of his employment, balances all the 
aiigumenta an every side; the complication is so 
intfioatc^ the motivea and olgeetiona so numerooi^ 
there is so mnoh play fi>r the imagination, and so 
muebiemains in the power of others, thi^ reason 
is lerced at last Co rest m neutrality, the deduon 
dievolves into tiie hands of chance, and after a 
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gM» part of life apMk w inquirm wikMfa tarn never 
be resolved, the rest roust often pass in repenting 
the urmeeessarj delay, and can be useful to few 
other purposes than to warn otfaersr against tbesame 
folly, and to shew, that of two atates of life equally 
consistent with religioD and TRtQe, he who chooses 
cailiest ehooses beat 
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Adjpopuhm phaUrat, ego ie iniut, et m cuie novu ■ yiBSius* 

Saoh p^s^anlry be td tht people thown ; 

There boast thy hone's tn^piags and thy own ; 

I know thee to thy bottom, from within 

Thy shallow centre, to thy utmost skin.—— ^datbsv. 

AMoira the numerous stratagems^ by which pride 
endeavours to recommend folly to rc^^ard, there ia 
scarcely one that meets witii lesa aueeess than affi9c« 
tation, or a perpetual disguise of the real character^: 
by fictitious appearances ; whether it be^ that every 
man hates fUsdKx>d, from tlie natural congruity of 
truth to his faculties of reason, or that every man is 
jealous of the honour of his understanding, and 
thinks his discernment einrisequently called in ques- 
tion, whenever any thing b exhibited under a bor- 
rowed form. 

This aversion from all kinda of ^guis^ what^ 
ever be its cause, is universally diffused, and in« 
oessantly in action ; nor ia it necessary, that to 
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exasperate detseitation, or cseite oontempt, any in- 
terest should be invaded, or any oompetition at- 
tempted ; It is sufficient, that there is an intention 
to deceive, an intention which every heart swdls to 
oppose, and every tongue is busy to detect 

This reflection was awakened in my mind by a 
very common practice among my correspondents^ 
of writing under characters which they cannot sup- 
port, which are of no use to the explanation or en- 
forcement of that which they describe or recom- 
mend; and which, therefore, since they assume 
them only for the sake of displaying their abilities^ 
I will advise theiA for the future to forbear, as labo- 
rious without advantage. 

It is almost a general ambition of those who fa- 
vour me with their advice for the regulation of my 
conduct, or their contribution for the assistance of 
my understanding, to affect the style and the names 
of ladies. And I cannot always withhold some ex- 
prefssion of anger, like Sir Hugh in the comedy, 
when I happen to find that a woman has a beard. 
I must therefore warn the gentle Phyllis, that she 
aend me no more letters from the Horse Guards ; 
and require of Belinda, that she be content to re- 
sign her pretensions to female elegance, till she 
has lived three weeks without hearing the poli- 
tics of Batson's coffee-house. I must indulge my- 
self in the liberty of observation, that there were 
some allusions in Chloris*s production, sufficient to 
shew that Bracton and Plowden are her favourite 
authors; and that Euphelia has not been long enough 
at home, to wear out all the traces of phraseology, 
which she learned in the expedition to Carthagena. 
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AmoDg all my female fnends, there was none 
who gave me more trouble to decypher her true 
character, than Penthesilea, whose letter lay upon 
my desk three days before 1 could fix upon the 
real writer. There was a confusion of imager 
and medley c^ barbarity, which held me long in 
suspense ; till by perseverance 1 disentangled the 
perplexity, and found that Penthesilea is the son 
o( a wealthy stock jobber, who spends his morning 
tinder his Other's eye in Change- Alley, dines at m 
tavern in Covent-Garden, passes his evening in 
the play-house, and part of the night at a gaming- 
table, and having learned the dialects of these va- 
rious regions, has mingled them all in a studied 
composition. 

When Lee was once told by a critic, that it 
Was very easy to write like a madman ; he answer- 
ed, that it was difficult to write like a madman, but 
easy enough to write like a fool ; and I hope to be 
excused by my kind contributors, if, in imitation 
of this great author, I presume to remind them^ 
that it is much easier not to write like a man, than 
to write like a woman. 

I have, indeed, some ingenious well-wishers, 
who, without departing from their sex, have found 
very wonderful appellations. A very smart letter 
has been sent me from a puny ensign, signed Ajax 
Telamonius; another, in recommendation of a new 
treatise upon cards, from a gamester, who calls 
himself Sesostris : and another upon the improve- 
ments of the fishery, from Diocltfsian ; but as these 
seem only to have picked up their appellations by 
diance, without endeavouring at any particular 
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imposture, their improprietieB are rather iiigUiioes 
of blunder than of affeetetioD, and are, therefore^ 
not- equally fitted to inflame the hostite paasjona ; 
lior it is not fdly but pride, not error burit deceit^ 
which the world means to persecute, when it raises 
the full cry of nature to hunt down affectation. 

The hatred which dissimulation always draws 
^.4ipon itself, is so great, that if I did not know how 
much cunning differs from wisdom^ I should won* 
der that any men have so little knowledge of their 
own interest, as to aspire to wear a mask. for life; 
to try to impose upon the world a character, to 
whidi they feel themselvea void of any just daim ; 
and to hazard their quiet, their &me, and even 
their profit, by exposing themselves to the danger 
of that' reproach, malevdeno^ and neglect, which 
such a discovery as they have always to fear will 
oartainly bring upon them. 

It might be imagined, that the pleasure oi re.- 
putation should consist in the satisfiutioa of hav- 
ing our opinion of our own mmt confirmed by the 
suffrage of the public ; and that, to be extolled 
for a quality, which a man knows himself to wan^ 
should give him no other happiness than to be 
mistaken for the owner of an estate^ ov^ which 
he chances to be travelling. But he who subsists 
upon affectation, knows nothing of this delicacy ; 
like a despemte adventurer in commerce, betakes 
op reputation upon trust, mortgages possessions 
which he never had, and enjoys, to the fttal hour 
of bankruptcy, though with a thousand terrors and 
anxieties, the unnecessary splendour of borrowed 
riches* 
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Affecka&oa it to be alwajrs diitinguisbed from 
hyfioeriijr, at being the art of oounterfcdtiog those 
qnalitiM which we mighty with innocmoe and 
atfety* be knovn to want. Thus the mm who^ 
to eairy mi any fifaud, or to oonoeal any crimen 
peeten^s to rigonrt of deirotioiu md naotnett of 
iife^ it guilty of hypoority ; and hit guik is greatcar^ 
as the end* for whieh he putt on the fabe appew^ 
ance, 18 move peroiiuouti But he tbat» with an 
awkward addresi^ and unpleasing oountenanee^ 
boattt of tiie oonquttts made by him amon^ the 
kdiest and ODunts over the tbouatnds which he 
might have potsetted if he wonld have tttbmitted 
to the yoke of matrimony* is diargeaUe only with 
affsctatioQ. , Hypoerity is the necessary burthen 
of viUany* aflbotation part €^ the chosen trappingt 
(^ folly ; the one comi^etes a viUtin* the other 
only finishes a fop. Contempt is Uie proper put 
nisbment of affectation* end detestation tht; just 
consequence of hypocrisy. 

With the hypocrite it is not at present my in« 
fcention to ccportAlat^ though even he might be 
taught the exoellenqr of viitue* by the necessity 
of seining to be virtuous ; but the man of affeot 
talk)n may, perhaps* be retimed* by finding how^ 
little be is likely to gain by perpetjwl constraint*, 
and incessant vigilance* and bow mu<4i niore se-^ 
curely he might make his wiQr to esteemi by cul^j 
tivating real* than dtsplayir^ couirteriSnt quaUtiei* j 

Every thing fiiture is to be estimated* hy a wise 
man* in proportion to the piobabili^ of attaining 
it* and its value* when attained ; and nather of 
these mnsidemtiMis will much epntrflnite to the 
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enoouragement of dfectstioD. F<xv if the pimi»* 
des of fiune be, at best, sHppery, how unstmdy 
must his footing be who stands upon pinnades 
without foundation ! If praise be made by the in- 
constancy and maliciousness of tlKMe who moat 
confer it, a blessing whidi no man can promiae 
himself from the most conspicuous merit and vi* 
gorous industry, how foint must be the hope of 
gaining it, when the uncert«nty is multifdied by 
the weakness of the pretensions ! He that pur- 
sues fiime with just daims, trusts his happiness to 
the winds ; but he that endeavours after it by foke 
merit, has to fear, not only the violence of the 
stmm, but the leaks of his vessel. Though be 
should happen to keep above water for a time, by 
the help of a soft breesc^ and a calm sea, at the 
first gust he must inevitably founder, with this me- 
lancholy reflection, that, if he would have been 
content with his natural station, he might have 
escaped his calamity. Affectation may possibly 
suo^ed for a time, imd a man may, by great at- 
tention, persuade others, that he really has the 
qualities which he presumes to boast; but the 
hour will come when he should exert them, and 
then, whatever he enjoyed in praise he must suf* 
fer m reproach. 

Applause and admiration are by no means to be 
counted among the necessaries of life, and there- 
fore any indirect arts to obtain them have very 
little daim to pardon or compassion. There is 
scarcely any man without some valuaUe or im- 
proveable qualities, by which he mi^^t alwaj^ se- 
cure himself finom contempt And pa-hqia ex- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Ka iO. TH£ BAMBLES. 187 

emptkm from ignominy is die most eligiUe repii« 
takkm* as freedom from pain is, among scmie philo* 
90fben, the definition of happiness. 

If we therefore compare the value of the prwe 
obtained by fictitious excellence, even while the 
cheat is yet undiscovered, with that kindness which 
every man may suit by his virtue^ and that esteem 
towhkh most men may rise by cpmmon onder* 
standing steadily and honestly applied, we shall 
fed that when fiN>m'the adsdtiitious happiness aA 
the deductions are made by fear md casualty^ 
there will remain nothing equiponderant to the 
seeuri^ of truth. The state of the possessor of 
humble virtues, to the affecter of great excellen- 
cies, is that of a small cottage of stone, to the pa- 
lace raised with ice by the CTapiess of Russia ; it 
was for a time splendid imd luminous, but the first 
sonsfalne melted it to nothing. 
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Terra saiutiferas herbas, eademque noeentes, 
Nuirit ; Sf yrticw proxima sape rosa ei^.-— <»otis. 

Our bane and physic the same earth bestows. 
And near the noisome nettle blooms the rose. 

EvBBT man is prompted by the love of himself 
to imagine^ that he possesses some qualities, su- 
perior^ cither in kind or in degree, to those which 
he sees allotted to the rest of the worid; and, 
whatever qppaient disadvantages he may 'suf- 
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ftr in the oompmaaon widi*otbmi» be hn some w, 
vkiMe distioctioBS, lonie latent retsrve of exed- 
lenoe, which he throws into the baliooe^ wd bjr 
whieh he genenUy fancies that it is tamed in his 

The studious and speculatiipe part <tf mankind 
always seem to consider their iiratemity as pbM»d 
in a state of qiposition to those who are engaged 
in the tumult of public buriness ; and have pleased 
themselves, from age to ag^ with cdebrating the 
felicity of their own condition, and with rebount* 
ing the perpl^tity of politics, the dangers ci 
greatness, the anxieties of ambition, and ikd mi« 
series of riches. 

Ammig the numerous topics of declamatjon, 
diat their indusby has discovered on diis subject 
theee is none which they press with greater effbets, 
or on which they have asoee copiously had o«t 
thdr reason and their imaginatiiHi, than the insta- 
bility of high stations, and the uncertainty with 
which the profits and honours are possessed, that 
must be acquired with so much hasiard, vigilance, 
and labour. . 

This they app^ur to consider as an irrefragable 
argument against the choice of the statesman and 
the warrior; and swell with confidance o{ vicfaxy 
thus furnished by the muses with the arms wbidi 
never can be Uunted, and which no art or strength 
ci their adversaries can elude or resist 

It was weU knovm by experience to the nations 
which employed elephants in war* that thou|^ hf 
the terror of their bulk, and the violenoe of their 
impression, they often threw the enemy into dii* 
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order» yet there was always danger in the use ci 
them, very nearly equivalent to the advantage; 
for if their first charge could be supported, they 
were easily driven back upon their confederates; 
they then brd^e through the troops beUnd them, 
and made no less havoc in die precipitation c£ 
their retreat, than in the fury of thdr onset 

I know not whether those who have so vehe- 
mently urged the ineonventencies and danger ^ 
an active life, have not made use of arguments 
that may be retorted with equal force upon then^ 
aelves ; and whether the happiness <^ a candidate 
for literary fiune be not sut^ect to the same un- 
certainty with that of him who governs provinces; 
commands armies, presides in the senate, or dic- 
tates in the cabinet 

That eminence of learning is not to be gained 
without labour, at least equal to that which any 
other kind of greatness can require, will he allowed 
by those who widi to devate the character of a 
sdidar ; since they cannot but know, that every 
human acquisition is viduatde in proportioii to tiie 
difficulty employed in its attainment And that 
those who have gained the esteem and veneratioii 
i>f the world, by their knowledge or their gemtt^ 
are by no means exempt from the sdidtude whidi 
any other kind of dignity produces^ may be ecm- 
jectured from the innumerable artifices which Ibey 
make use of to degmde a superiw, to repress a 
rival, or obstruct a follpwer ; artifices so gross and 
mean, as to prove evidmitly how mu<& a mm may 
esccel in learning, without being either qmre wifie 
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or more yirtuous than those whose igDomnce he 
pities or despiies. 

Nothing therefore remains^ by which the stu- 
dent can gratify his desire of appearing to have 
boilt his happiness on a more firm basb than his 
antagonist, except the ^^ertainty with which his 
honours are enjoyed. The garlands gained by the 
heroes of literature must be gathered from sum- 
mits equally difficult to dimb with those that bear 
the civic or triumphal wreaths, they must be 
worn with equal envy, and guarded with equal 
care firom those hands that are always em^doyed 
in efforts to tear them away; the only remaining 
hope is, that their verdure is more lasting, and 
that they are less likely to &de by time, or less 
obnoxious to the blasts of accident* 

Even this hope will receive very little encou- 
n^ment from the examination of the history of 
learning, or observation of the fate of scholars in 
the present age. If we look back into past times, 
we find innumerable names of authors once in high 
reputation, read perhaps by the beautiftil, quoted 
fay the witty, and commented on by the grave; 
but of whom we now know only that they once 
existed. If we consider the distribution of literary 
fame in our own time, we shall find it a possession 
of Y^ uncertain tenure ; sometimes bestowed by a 
sudden caprice of the public, and again transfer* 
red to a new favourite, for no other reason than 
that he is new ; sometime^ refused to long labour 
and eminent desert, and sometimes granted to very 
slight iM:etensions ; lost sometimes by security and 
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negligence, and sometimes by too diligent endear 
vours to retain it ^ 

A successful author is equally in danger of the 
diminution of his fame, whether lie continues or 
ceases to write. The regard of the public is not to 
be kept but by tribute, and the remembrance of past 
service will quickly languish, unless successive per- 
formances frequently revive it. Yet in every new 
attempt there is new hazard, and there are few who 
do not at some unlucky time, injure their own cha- 
racters by attempting to enlarge them. 

There are many possible causes of that inequality 
which we may so frequently observe in the perform* 
ances of the same man, from the influence of which 
no ability or industry is sufficiently secured, and 
which have so often sullied the splendour of genius, 
that the wit, as well as the conqueror, may be pro- 
perly cautioned not to indulge his pride with too 
early triumphs, but to defer to the end of life ^is 
estimate of happiness, 

— — Ultima iemper 
Expectanda dies komini, dicique beatus 
Ante obitum nemo supremaquefimera debet. 

Bat no frail man, however great or h^. 

Can be concluded blest before he die.<— adpison. 

Among the motives that urge an author to un<- 
dertakings by which his reputation b impaired, one 
of the most frequent must be mentioned with ten- 
derness, because it is not to be counted among his 
follies, but his miseries. It very often happens that 
the works of learning or of wit are performed at 
tbe direction of those by whom they are to be re- 

B 
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warded ; die irriter has not alwayi die choice ofbii 
subject, but is compelled to accept any task wbk^ 
is thrown before him without much ecHmderation 
of his own convenience, and without time to pre^ 
pare himself by previous studies. 

Miscarriages of this kind are likewise frequently 
die consequence of that aoquantanee with the great, 
whiph is generally considered as one of the chief 
privileges of literature and genius. A man who has 
once learned to think himself exalted by familiarity 
with those whom nothing but their Urth, or tbrir 
fortunes, or such stations as are sddom gained by 
moral exceUence, set above him, will not be long 
without submitting his understanding to their con- 
duct ; he will suffer them to prescribe the course of 
his studies, and employ him for their own purposes 
dther of diversion or interest His desire of pleas- 
ing those whose favour he has weakly made neces- 
sary to himself, will not suffer him always to con- 
sider how little he is qualified for the work imposed. 
Either his vani^ will tempt him to conceal his defi- 
doMdes, or that cowardice^ which always encroaches 
fast upon such as spend their fives in the company 
of persons higher than themselves, wiH not leave 
him resolution to assert tiie liberty of choice. 

But, though we suppose that a man by his fw- 
tone can avdd the necessity of dependence^ and 
by his spirit can repd the usurpations of pitfrcmage^ 
yet he may eaaly, by writing km^ happen to write 
iH. There is a general sucoeasion of events in 
^Hiidi cantraries are produced by periodkad vim- 
dtudes ; labour uid care are rewarded witii socoess^ 
success produces confidence^ confidence rdaxes 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



industry, and negligence ruins that reputatbn 
which accuracy had raised. 

He that happens not to be lulled by praise into 
supin^ness, may be animated by it to undertakings 
above his strength, or incited to fancy himself alike 
qualified for every kind of composition, and able to 
comply virith the public taste through all its varia^ 
tions. By some opinion like this, many men have 
been engaged, at an advanced age, in attempts 
which they had not time to complete, and after a 
few weak efforts, sunk into the grave with vexation 
to see the rising generation gain ground upon them. 
From these £ulures the highest genius is not ex^ 
empt ; that judgment which appears so penetrating^ 
when it is employed upon the works of othars, very 
often fidls where interest or passbn can exert their 
power« We are blinded in examining our own la^ 
hours by innumen^e prgudioes. Our juvenile 
compositions please us, because they bring to our 
minds the remembrance of youth ; our later par- 
formances we are ready to esteem, because we are 
unwilUng to think that we have made no improve* 
ment; what flows easily finnn tiie pen charms us, 
because we read with pleasure that which flatters 
our opinion of our oim powers; what was composed 
with great struggles of the mind we do not easily 
reject, because we cannot bear that so much labour 
should be fruitless. But the reader has none of 
these {Nrepossessions, and wonders that the author 
is so unlike himself, without considering that the 
same soil will, with different culture^ sfford dif^ 
ferent products. 
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No. 22. SATUEDAY, JUNE 2, 1760. 



— — Ego nee ttudium sine divite vena. 

Nee rude qmd,pro$U video ingenium, aUerius sic 

JUera poscU opem res, ^ ooi^urut amuje.— hob. 

Without a genius karniog soars in yain ; 
And without learning genius sinks again ; 
Their tooe united crowns the sprightly rdgn.— blphikstok. 

Wit and Learning w^^ the children of Apdlo, 
by difiarent mothers; Wit was the (^spring of 
Eupfarosyne, and resembled her in cheerfulness and 
vivacity; Learning was bom of Sophia* and re^ 
tained her seriousness and caution. As their mo* 
diers were rivals, they were bred up by them from 
th^ birth in habitual opposition, and all means 
were so incessantly employed to impress upon them 
a hatred and contempt of each other, that though 
Apollo, who foresaw the ill eflfects of their discord, 
endeavoured to soften them, by dividing his regard 
equally between them, yet his impartiality and 
kindness were without effect ; the maternal animo- 
sity was deeply rooted, having been intermingled 
with their fint ideas, and was confirmed every bouft 
as fresh opportunities occurred of exerting it. No 
sooner were they of age to be received into the 
i^rtments of the other celestials, than Wit be^ 
gan to entertain Venus at her toilet, by aping the 
solemnity of Learnings and Learning to divert 
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Minerva at her loom, by exposing the blunders 
and ignorance of Wit 

Thus they grew up/ with malice perpetually in* 
creasing, by the encouragement which each re* 
ceived from those whom their mothers had per-* 
suaded to patronize and support them ; and longed 
to be admitted to the table of Jupiter, not so much 
for the hope of gaining honour, as of excluding a 
rital from all pretensions to regard, and of putting 
an everlasting stop to the progress of that influ* 
ence which either believed the other to have ob* 
teined by mean arts and false appearances. 

At last the day came, when they were both, with 
the usual solemnities, received into the class of 
superior deities, and allowed to take nectar from 
the hand of Hebe. But from that hour Concord 
lost hfr authority at the table of Jupiter. The 
rivals, animated by their new dignity, and Incited 
by the alternate applauses of the associate powers^ 
harassed each other by incessant contests, with 
such a regular vicissitude of victory, that neither 
was depressed. 

It was observable, that, at the beginning of 
every debate, the advantage was on the side of 
Wit ; and that, at the first sallies, the whole assem* 
bly sparkled, according to Homer's expression, 
with unextinguishable merriment But Learning 
would reserve her strength till the bursts of applause 
was over, and the languor with which the violence 
of joy is always succeeded, began to promise more 
calm and patient attention. She then attempted 
her defence, and, by comparing one part of her 
antagonist's objections with another, commooly 

VOL. IV. L 
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made him confiite himself; or» bj shewing how 
small a part of the question he had taken into his 
Tiew, proved that his opinion could have no wei|^t 
The audience began gradually to lay aside their 
prepossessions, and rose, at last, with great vene- 
ration for Learning, but with greater kindness 
for Wit 

Their conduct was, whenever they dedred to 
recommend themselves to distinction, entirely op- 
posite. Wit was daring and adventurous ; Lieara* 
ing cautious and deliberate. Wit thought nothing 
reproachful but dullness; Learning was afraid of 
no imputation but that of error. Wit answa^ 
before he understood, lest his quickness (^ appre- 
hension should be questioned; Learning paused, 
where there was no difficulty, lest any insidious 
sophism should lie undiscovered. Wit perplexed 
every debate by rapidity and confu^n ; Learning 
tired the hearers with endless distinctions, and 
prolonged the dispute without advantage, by prov- 
ing that which never was denied. Wit, io hopes 
of shining, would venture to produce what he bad 
not c(msidered, and often succeeded beyond his 
own expectaticm, by following the train of a Intky 
thought ; Learning would reject every new notion, 
iw fear of being entangled in consequences which 
she could not foresee, and was often hindered, by 
h«r caution, from pressing her advantages, and 
sobduing her opponent 

Both had prejudices, which in some degree hin- 
dered their progress towards perfection, and left 
them open to attacks. Novelty was the darling <£ 
Wit, and antiquity of Learning. To Wit, all 
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that was new was specious ; to Learning, whatever 
was ancient was venerable. Wit however seldom 
fidled to divert those whom he could not coDvince> 
and to convince was not often his ambition ; Leam<4 
ing always supported her opinion with so many 
collateral truths, that, whai the cause was decided 
i^punst her, her arguments were remembered with 
admiration. 

Nothing was more common, on dther side, than 
to quit theu* proper characters, and to hope for a 
comjdete ccmquest by the use of the weapons which 
had been employed against them. Wit would 
sometimes labour a syllogism, and learning dis- 
tort her features with a jest; but they always suf* 
fored by the experiment, and betrayed themselves 
to confutation or contempt. The seriousness d 
Wit was without dignity, and the merriment of 
Liearning without vivacity. 

Their contests, by long continuance^ grew at last 

important, and the divinities broke into parties. 

IVit was taken into protection of the laughter-lov- 

mg Venus, had a retinue allowed him of Smiles 

and Jests, and was often permitted to .dance among 

tbe Grraces. Learning still continued the fiivour* 

ife of Minerva, and seldom went out of her palace 

without a train of the severer virtues. Chastity, 

Temperance, Fortitude, and Labour. Wit* co^ 

habiting with malio^ had a son named Satyr, who 

Allowed him, carrying a quiver filled with pois(Mied 

surrows, which, where they cmoe drew blood, could 

by no skill ever be extracted. These arrows he 

ficquently shot at Learning, when she was most 

csomestly or usefttDy employed, engaged in abstruse 
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inquiries, or giving instrueticmB to ber fonowers. 
Minerva therefore deputed Critidam to ber aid, 
who generally broke the point of Satyr's arrows, 
turned them aside* or retorted them on himself. 

Jupiter was at last angry that the peaoe of the 
heavenly regions should be in perpetual dang^ of 
violation, and resolved to dismiss these troublesome 
antagonists to the lower world. EQth^r therrfore 
they came, and carried on their ancient quarrel 
among mortals, nor was either long without zealous 
votaries. Wit, by his gaiety, captivated the young; 
and Learning, by her authority, influenced the old. 
Their power quickly appeared by very eminent 
effects, theatres were built for the reception of Wit, 
and colleges endowed for the residence of Learn- 
ing. Each party endeavoured to outvie the other 
in cost and magnificence, and to propagate an opi- 
nion, that it was necessary, from the first entrance 
into life, to enlist in one of the factions ; and that 
none could hope for the regard of either divinity, 
who had once entered the temple of the rival power. 

There*were indeed a dass of mortals, by whom 
Wit and Learning were equally disregarded : these 
were the devotees of Flutus, the god of riches ; 
among these it seldom happened that the gaiety of 
Wit could raise a smile, or the eloquence of Learn* 
ing procure attention. In revenge of this ochi- 
tempt they agreed to indte their followers against 
them; but the forces that were sent on those ex« 
peditions frequ^itly betrayed their trust ; and, in 
contempt of the orders which they had received^ 
flattered the rich in public, while they scorned 
them in their hearts ; and when, by this treachery^ 
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they bad obtained the favour of Plotus, affected to 
look with an air of superiority on those who still 
remained in the service of Wit and Learning. 

Disgusted with these desertions, the two rivals^ 
at the same time, petitioned Jupiter for re-admis* 
aon to their native habitations. Jupiter thundered 
on the right hand, . and they prepared to obey the 
happy summons. Wit readily spread bis wings 
and soared aloft, but not being able to see far, was 
bewildered in the pathless immensity of the ethereal 
spaces. Learning who knew the way, shook her 
pinions ; but for want of natural vigour could only 
take short flights : so, after many efforts, they both 
sunk again to the ground, and learned, from their 
mutual distress, the necessity of union. They 
therefore joined their hands, and renewed their 
flight: Learning was borne up by the vigour of 
Wit, and Wit guided by the perspicacity of Learn-* 
ing. They soon reached the dwellings of Jupiter, 
and were so endeared to each other, that they 
lived afterwards in perpetual concord. Wit per* 
siuided Learning to converse with the Graces^ 
and Learning engaged Wit in the service of the 
Virtues. They were now the favourites of all the 
powers of heaven, and gladdened every banquet 
by theur presence. They soon after married, at 
the command of Jupiter, and had a numerous pro- 
geny of Arts and Sdenoes. 
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Nets. TUESDAY, JUNE <, 1780. 



Tres ffiiAt amviva prope dissenHrt videniur ; 
Paeentur vario mmkum diifersapalaio,'-'^^BO%» 

Three gamU 1 htft, diMentiiig at my ^bM, 
Beqnizing eedi to gratHy hk telle 
With different food.— — f&amcm. 



That every man should regulate hte actions 1^ 
bis own conscience^ without any legard to the 
opinions of the rest of the world, is one of the firsi 
precepts of moral prudence ; justified not only by 
the suffrage of reason, which declares that none of 
the gifts of heaven are to lie useless, but by the 
voice likewise of experieuee, which will soon inform 
us that, if we make the praise or blame of others 
the rule of our conduct, we shall be distracted by a 
boundless variety of irreconcileable judgments, be 
hdd in perpetual suspense between <k>ntrary im« 
pulses, and consult for ever without determination* 
I know not whether, feir the same reason, it is 
not necessary for an author to place some confidence 
in his own skill, and to satisfy himself in the know« 
ledge that he has not deviated from the established 
laws of composition, without submitting his works 
to frequent examinations before he gives them to 
the public, or endeavouring to secure success by 
a solicitous conformity to advice and criticism* 
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It 11^ indeed, qniokly discoverable, tbaft oonsultr 
atkm etid compliance can conduce little to the per« 
ftetion of any literary performance ; for whoever 
18 so doubtful of his own abilities as to encourage 
tke remarks of others, will find himself every day 
embarrassed with new difficulties, and will harass 
bis mind, in vain, with the hopeless labour of uniting 
heterogeneous ideas, digesting independent hints, 
and collecting into one point the several rays of bw- 
rowed light, emitted often with contrary directions. 

Of all authors^ those who retail their labours in 
periodical sheets would be most unhappy, if they 
were much to r^pird the censures or the admo- 
nitions of thdr readers : finr, as their works are not 
sent into the worid at once, but by small parts in 
gradui^ successk>n, it is always imagined, by those 
who think themselves qualified to give instructions, 
that they may yet redeem their formw fiuliugs by 
hearkening to better judges, and supply the defi- 
ciendes of their plan, by the hdp of the criticisms 
which are so liberally affinrded. 

I have had occasion to observe, sometimes with 
vexatk>n, and sometimes with merriment, the dif> 
ferent temper with -which the same man reads a 
printed and manuscript performance. When a 
book is once in the hands of the public^ it is con« 
miered as permanent and unalteraUe; and the 
readm*, if he be fiee from personal {mrjudices, takes 
it up with no other intention than of pleasing or 
instructing himsdf : he accommodates his mind to 
the author's derign; and having no interest in 
reftiring the amusement that is oflfered him, never 
interrupts-his own tranquillity by studied cavils^ or 
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destroys his satisfaction in that which is fdready 
well, by an anxious inquiry how it might be better; 
but is often contented without pleasure, and pleased 
without perfection. 

But if the same man be called to consider the 
merit of a production yet unpublished, he brings an 
imagination heated with objections to passages 
which he has yet never heard ; he invokes all the 
powers of critidsm, and stores his memory with 
Taste and Grace, Purity and Delicacy, Manners 
and Unities, sounds which, having been once ut- 
tered by those that understood them, have been 
sincere-echoed without meaning, and kept up to 
the disturbance of the world, by a ccmstant reper- 
cussion from one coxcomb to smother. He cona* 
ders himself as obliged to shew, by some proof of 
his abilities^ that he is not consulted to no purpoa^ 
and therefore watches every opening for objection^ 
and looks round for every opportunity to propose 
some specious alteration. Such opportunities a 
very small degree of sagacity will enable him to 
find ; for, in every work of imagination, the dispo- 
sition of partSi the insertion of incidents, and use 
of decorations, may be varied a thousand ways with 
equal propriety; and as in things nearly equals 
thai will always seem best to every man which he 
himself produces; the critic^ whose business is 
only to propose, without the care of execution, can 
never want the satisfaction of bdieving that he has 
suggested very important improvem^its, nor the 
power of enforcing his advice by arguments, whidi 
as they appear convincing to himself either hia 
kindness or his vanity will press obstinately and 
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importunately, without suspidon that he may poa* 
aibly judge too hastily in favour of bis own advice, 
or inquiry whether the advantage of the new 
scheme be proportionate to the labour. 

It is observed by the younger Fliny, that an 
orator ought not so much to select the strongest 
arguments which his cause admits, as to employ all 
which his imagination can afford : for, in pleadings 
those reasons are of most valuer which will most 
aflfect the judges ; and the judges, says he, will be 
always most touched with that which they had be- 
tote conceived. Every man who is called to gpve 
bis opinion of a performance, decides upon the 
flune principle ; he first buffers himself to form 
expectations, and then is angry at hisdisappdnt- 
ment He lets his imagination rove at larger and 
wonders that another, equally unconfined in the 
boundless ocean of possibili^, takes a diflferent 
course. 

But, though the rule of Pliny be judidously kid 
down, it is not applicable to the writer's cause, be- 
cause there * always lies an appeal from domestic 
criticism to a higher judicature, and the public^ 
which is never corrupted, nor often deceived, is to 
pass the last sentence upon literary claims. 

Of the great force of preconceived opinions I 
bad many proofe, when I first entered upon this 
weekly labour. My readers having, from the per* 
formances of my predecessors, established an idea 
of iinconnected essays, to which they believed all 
futpre authors under a necessity df conforming, 
were impatieht of the least deviation from their 
system^ and numerous remonstrances were accord« 
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jBgly made hj eadi, as he found his flivoQiite aoh^ 
jcet omitted or ddayed. Some wero «ogi)r that 
the RamUer did not, like the SpectabNv iotro^ 
duce himself to the aequaintanee of the piibfiG^ bjr 
an account of bb own birth and studies, an enu- 
meration <£ bis adventures, and a deacriiption of 
his physiognomy. Others soon began to reinaik 
that he was a solemn, serious^ dietatoriid writes; 
without sprightliness or gaiety, and called out witii 
vehemence for mirth and humour. Anodier ad- 
monished him to have a special eye upon the van* 
otts dubs of this great dty, and informed him that 
much of the Speetat(Hr^s vivacity was laid out upon 
such assemUies. He 8as hem oeosttred for not 
ioaitating the politeness of his predecessors; having 
hitherto n^^ected to take the ladies under his pro- 
tection, and give them rules fcnr the jurt oppoat^ 
ticNi of colours, and the pnqper dimensions of ruffles 
and pinners. He has been required by one, to fix 
a particular censure upon those matrons who fiay 
at cards with spectades : and another is very much 
oflfended whenever he meets with a speculation in 
whidi naked precepts are comprised without the 
illustration of examples and characters. 

I make not the least question that aU these mo- 
nitcnrs intend the promotion of my design, and the 
instruction of my readers ; but they do not know, 
or do not reflect, that an author has a rule of dioice 
peculiar to himself; and selects those subjects 
which he is best qualified to treat, by the course of 
his studies, or the acddents of his life ; that sqme 
topics of amusement have been already ti:eated 
with too much success to invite a competition; 
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and that he who endeavours to gain many readers 
most try various arts of invitation, essay every 
avenue of pleasure, and make frequent changes in 
his methods of approach. 

I cannot but consider myself amidst this tumult 
of criticism, as a ship in a poetical tempest, im- 
pelled at the same time by opposite winds, and 
dashed by the waves from ev^ quarter, but held 
npr^ht by the contrariety of the assailants, and 
secured in some measure by multiplici^ ci distress. 
Had the opinion of my oensurers been unanimous 
it might perhaps have overset my resolution; but 
since I find them at variance with eadi other; I 
can, without scruple neglect them, and oideavour 
to gain the favour of the public by following the 
direction of my own reason, and indulging the 
sdlies of my own imagination. 
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No. i*. SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1760. 

'z ^Nemo in sne tewtat dcicffiierr.— — pemius. 

Noiie> none desoends into himaelfl— ^d&tdbit. 

Among the precepts, or i^phcmsms, admitted by 
general consent, and inculcated by frequent repeti- 
tion, there is none more &mous among the masters 
of ancient wisdom, than that compendious lesson, 
tmHi «i«»br. Be acquainted with thyself; ascribed by 
some to an oracle, and by others to Chilo of Lace^ 
demon. 

This is, indeed, a dictate, which, in the whole 
extent of its meaning, may be said to comjMise all 
the speculation requisite to a moral agent For 
what more can be necessary to the regulation of 
life, than the knowledge of our original, our cod, 
our duties, and our relation to other beings ? 

It is however very improbable that the fiipst au- 
thor, whoever he was, intended to be understood 
in this unlimited and complicated sense; for of the 
inquiries, which in so lai^ an acceptation it would 
seem to recommend, some are too extensive for the 
powers of man, and some require light from above, 
which was not yet indulged to the heathen world. 

We might have had more satisfaction ccHiceming 
the original import of this celebrated js^itence, if 
history* had informed us, whethernt was uttered as 
a general instructicm to mankind,' or as a particular 
caution to some private inquirer ; whether it was 
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applied to some single pccadoii^ or laid down as 
the universal rule of life. 

There will occur, upon the slightest considera- 
tion, many possible circumstances^ in whiih this 
monition might very properly^ be inforced: for 
every error in human conduct must arise from 
ignorance in ourselves, either perpetual or tempo- 
rary ; and happen either because we do not know 
what is best and fittest, or because our knowledge 
is at the time of action not present to the mind. 

When a man employs himself upon remote and 
unnecessary subjects, and wastes his life upon 
questions whidi cannot be resolved, and of which 
the solution would conduce very little to the ad- 
vancement of happiness ; when he lavishes his 
hours in calculating the weight of the terraqqeous 
globe, or in adjusting successive systems of worlds 
beyond the reach of the telescope ; he may be very 
properly recalled from his excursions by this pre- 
cept, and reminded, that there is a nearer bring 
with which it is his duty to be more acquainted; 
and from which his attention has hitherto been 
withheld by studies to which he has no other mo- 
tive than vanity or curiosity. 

The great praise of Socrates is, that he drew the 
wits of Greece, by hb instruction and example, 
from the vain pursuit of natural philosophy to moral 
inquiries, and turned their thoughts from stars and 
tides, and matter and motion, upon the various 
modes of virtue, and relations <^ life. All his lec- 
tures were but commentaries upon this saying ; if 
we suppose the knowledge df ourselves recom- 
mended by Chilo, in opposition to other inquiries 
less suitable to the state of man. 
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TbegfTMt fmAt of men of Iwrning is still, that 

tbey offend against this rule, and appear wiUing to 

study any thing rather than themselyes; for which 

reason they are often despised by those with whom 

they imagine themselves above comparison; de^. 

\ spised» as useless to common purposes, as unable to 

! conduct the most trivial affairs, and unqualified to 

; perform those ofllces by which the concatenation of 

sodety is preserved, and mutual tenderness excited 

and maintained. 

Gelidus is a man of great penetration and deep 
researches. Having a mind naturally formed for 
the abstruser sciences, he can comprehend intricate 
comtmiations without confusion, ^and being ef a 
tempermaturally cool and equal, he is seldom inter* 
rupted oy his passions in the pursuit of the longest 
<^n of unexpected consequences. He has, there- 
for^ a long time indulged hopes, that the solution 
of some problems, by which the professors of 
science have been hitherto baffled, is reserved for 
his genius and industry. He spends his time in 
the highest room of his house, into which none of 
his family arc suffered to enter; and when he 
comes down to his dinner, or his res^ be walks 
about Kke a stranger that is there only for a day, 
without any tokens of regard or tenderness. He 
has totally divested himself of all human sensations ; 
he has neither eye for beauty, nor ear for complaint ; 
he neither rejoices at the good fortune of his nearest 
friend, nor mourns for any public or private cala* 
mity. Having once received a letter, and given it 
his servant to read, he was informed, that it was 
written by bis brother, who, being shipwrecked. 
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had swam naktd to land, md was destitute of ne- 
eessarics in 9 foreign country. Nalced and desti- 
tute ! says Gelidug» reocli down the last volume of 
meteorologicid observations, extract an exact ao> 
eoimt of the wind, and note it earefiiUy in the 
diary of the weather. 

The family of Gelidus once broke into his study, 
to shew him that a town at a small dntance was on 
fire ; and in a few moments a servant came to tdl 
him, that the flame had caught so many houses on 
both sides, that the inhatNtants were confounded, 
and began to think of rather escaj^g with their 
lives, than saving thar dwdlihgs. What you t^ 
Hie^ says Gelidus, is very probable, for fire naturally 
acts in a ctrde. 

Thus lives this great philosopher, insensible to 
every spectacle of distress, and unmoved .by the 
loudest call of social nature, for want of oonsicter- 
ing that men are designed for the sueeour and com- 
fort <^ each other; that though there are hours 
which may be laudably spent upon knowledge not- 
immediately useful, yet the first attention is due to 
practical virtue ; and that he may be justly driven 
out fimn the commerce of mankind, who has so far 
abstracted Umself firom the species, as to partake 
neither of the joys nor grids of others, botn^leets 
the endearments of hb wif^ and the caresses of 
bis duldren^ to count the drops of rain, note the 
changes of the wind, and calculate the edipses dt 
die moons of Jupiter. 

I shall r cs oiv e to some future paper the refigious 
and important meaning of this epitome of wisdom* 
and only reavurk, that it wuy beWpplied to the guLf 
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and ligbt» as well as to the grave and sokmn parts 
of life; and that not only the philosopher may for* 
&it his pretences to real learnings but the wit and 
beauty may miscarry in their schemes, by the want 
, (^this universal requiute, the knowledge of them* 
selvesfj 

It is surdy for no oUier reason, that we see sudi 
numbers resolutely struggling against nature and 

: contending for that which they never can attain^ 
endeavouring to unite contradictions, and deter* 
mined to excd in characters inconsistent with each 
other ; that stock-jobbers affect dress, gaiety, and 
deganoe, and mathematicians labour to be wits; 
that the soldier teases his acquaintance with quea* 
tions in theology, and the academic hopes to di- 
vert the ladies by a recital of his gallantries. That 
absurdity of pride could proceed only from igno- 
rance of themselves, by which Garth attempted 

f critidsm, and Congreve waxed his title to drama- 
tic reputation, and derired to be considered only 
as a gentleman. 

Euphues, with great parts, and extensive know« 
ledge, has a clouded aspect, and ungracious form ; 
yet it has been his ambition, &om his first entrance 
into lifS^ to distinguish himself by particularities in 
hia dress, to outvie beaux in embroidery, to import 

. new trimmings, and to be foremost in the fasliicm. 
Euphues has turned on his exterior appearance^ 
that attention which would always have produced 
esteem, had it been fixed upon his mind ; and 
though his virtues and abilities have preserved him 
firom the contempt which he has so diligently soli* 
cited, he has, at least, raised one impediment to 
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his reputation ; since all can judge of his dress, but 
few of bis understanding ; and noany who discern 
tbat he is a fop» are unwilling to believe that he 
can be wise* 

There is one instance in which the ladies are 
particularly unwilling to observe the rule <^Ghilo. 
They are desirous to hide from themselves the ad* 
vances of age, and endeavour too frequently to 
supply the aprigfatliness and bloom of youth by 
artificial beauty and forced vivacity. They hope 
to inflame the heart by glances which have lost 
their fire, or melt it by langour which is no longer 
delicate ; they play over the airs which pleased at 
t a time when th^ were expected <nily to {dease^ 
I and forget that airs in time ought to give pkoe to 
i virtues. They continue to trifle, because they 
eould once trifle agreeably^ till those who shared 
their early pleasures are withdrawn to more serious 
engagements; and are scarcely awdcened from, 
their dream (^perpetual youtb» but by the 
of those whom they endeavour to rival 
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Fommii pn» f$$€ Mrfmlarl— — ViAatL. 
For they can conquer who helieve they caiL— — DArnsw. 

There are some Tioes and aron whtcfat 
though often fttal to those in whom they are 
Jbundt hare yet, by the universal consent of man^ 
kind^ been considered as intitled to some d^pnee of 
iMpect, or have, at least, been exempted from con- 
temptuous infamy, and condemned by the severest 
Boralists with pity rather than detestation. 

A constent and invariable example of this gene- 
Mtl partiality will be found in the di£Eemit regard 
which hu always been shown to rashness and cow- 
ardioe, two vices, of which, though they may he 
oonceived equally diMinct fiom the middle poin^ 
where true fortitude is placed, and may equally in« 
jure any public or private interest, yet the one is 
never mentioned without some kind of veneration^ 
and the other always considered as a topic of un- 
limited and licentious censure^ on which all the 
virulence of reproach may be lawfully exerted. 

The same distinction is made^ by the common 
suffrage, between profusion and avarice^ and, per- 
haps, between many other opposite vices ; and, as 
I have found reason to pay great regard to the 
voice of the people, in cases where knowledge has 
been forced upon them by experience, without long 
deductions or deep researches^ I am indined to 
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beUeve that this diBtribation oi respect is not with- 
out some agreement with the nature of things ; and 
ihat in the fitults, which are thus invested with ex- 
traordinary priyileges, there are generally some 
latent principles of merit, some possibilities of fa-- 
tiire virtue, which may, by degrees, break from 
obftructton, and by time and opportunity be brought 
into act 

It may be laid down as an auom, that it is more 
easy to take away superfluities than to supply de« 
fects; and therefore he that is culpably because 
be has passed the middle point of virtue, is always 
accounted a fiurer object of hope, than he who fails 
by fidling short. The one has all that perfection 
requires, and more, but the excess may be easily 
leticnched ; the other wants the qualities requisite 
to excellenoe, and who can tell how he shall ohtiia 
them? We are certain that the horse may be 
taught to keep pace with his fellows, whose fimh 
is that he leaves them behind. We know that a 
faw strokes of the axe will lop a cedar ; but what 
arts oi cultivation can elevate a shrub ? 

To walk with circumspection and steadiness in 
the right path, at an equal distance between tiie 
extremes of error, ought to be the constant endea- 
vour of every reasonable being ; nor can I think 
those teachers of moral wisdom much to be ho* 
nonred as benefiK^tors to mankind, who are alwag^ 
enlaifpng upon the difficulty of our duties, and pro- 
Tiding rattMur excuses for vice, than incentives to 
virtue. 

But, since to moat it will happm often, and to 
all sometkaes, that there will be a deviation towards 
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one side or the other^ we ought alwtjrs to employ 
joux vigilance^ with most attentioDi on that enemy 
from which there is the greatest 4fUDtger» and to 
stray, if Me must stray, towards tMbse parts from 
whence we may quickly and easily returnr\ 

Am6ng o^ber opposite qualities of the nund, 
which may become dangerous, though in different 
degrees, I have often had occasion to consider the 
eontrary eflOects of presumption and despondenqr ; 
irf* heady confidence, which promises victory widi« 
rOUt contest, and heardess pusillanimity, which 
shrinks back from the thought of great undertak- 
ings, confounds difficulty with impossibility, aaad 
considers all advancement towards any new attain- 
ment as irreversibly prohibited. 

Presumption will be easily connected. Every 
eipmment will teach caution, and miscarriages 
will hourly shew, that attempts are not always re- 
Warded with success. The most predpitate »rdour 
will, in time, be taught the necessity of methodical 
gradatk>n and preparatory measures ; and the most 
daring confidence be convinced that neither merit, 
nor abilities, can command events. 

It is the advantage of vehemence and activity, 
that they are always hastening to their own refotm- 
ation ; because they incite us to try whether our 
expectations are well grounded, and therefore de- 
tect the deceits which they are apt to occasion. 
But timidity is a disease of the mind niore obstinate 
and fiital ; for a man <»ice persuaded that any im- 
pediment is insuperable^ has given it, with respect 
to himself, that strength and wdght which it had 
not before. He can scarcdy strive with vigoar and 
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peneverenoe, when he has no hope of gaining the 
victoiy ; and since he never will try his strength, 
can never discover the unreasonableness of his fears'. 

There is often to be found in men devoted to 
literature a kind of intellectual cowardice, which 
whoever converses much among them, may observe 
frequently to depress the alacrity of enterprise, and, 
by consequence, to retard the improvement of 
science. They have annexed to every species of 
knowledge some chimerical character of terror 
and inhibition, which they transmit, without much 
reflection, from one to another; they first fright 
themselves, and then propagate the panic to their 
scholars and acquaintance. One study is incon- 
sistent with a lively imagination, another with a 
solid judgment ; one is improper in the early parta 
of life, another requires so much time, that it is not 
to be attempted at an advanced age ; one is dry 
and contracts the sentiments, another is diffuse and 
overburdens the memory; one is insufferable to 
taste and delicacy, and another wears out life in 
the study of words, and is useless to a wise man* 
who desires only the knowledge of things. 

But of all the bugbears by which the Ifffimtci 
barbali^ boys both young and old, have been hitherto 
frighted from digressing into new tracts of learn- 
ing, none has been more mischievously efficadous 
tiian an opiniop that every kind of knowledge re- 
quires a peculiar genius, or m^ital constitution, 
framed for the reception of some ideas, and the 
exclusion of others ; and that to him whose genius 
is not adapted to the study which he prosecutes, 
all labour shall be vain «id fruitless, vain as an* 
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endeavour to mingle oil and water, or, in the kn* 
guage of cbemistryt to amalgamate bodies of hete- 
rogeneous principles. 

This opinion we may reasonably suspect to have 
been propagated, by vanity, beyond the truth. It is 
natural for those who have raised a reputation by 
any sdence, to exalt themselves as endowed by 
heaven with peculiar powers, or marked out by an 
extraordinary designation for their profession ; and 
to fright competitors away by representing the dif- 
ficulties with which they must contend, and the 
necessity of qualities which are supposed to be not 
generally conferred, and which no man can know, 
but by experience, whether he rajoys. 

To this discouragement it may be possibly an« 
swered, that since a genius, whatever it b^ is like 
fice in the flint, oiJy to be produced by collision 
with a prcqper subject, it is the business of every 
man to try whether his faculties may not happily 
eo-operate with his desires ; and since they whose 
pioBciency he admire^ knew their own force only 
by the event, he needs but engage in tbe same un« 
dertaking with equal spirit, and may reasonably 
hope for equal success. 

There is another species of false intelligence, 
given by those who profess to shew the way to the 
summit of knowledge, of equal tendency to depress 
the mind with fisilse distrust of itself, and weaken it 
by needless solicitude and dejection. When a scho- 
lar whom they desire to animate, consults them at 
his entrance on some new study, it is common to 
make flattering representations of its pleasantness 
and facility. Thus they generally attain one of two 
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ends almost equally desirable ; they either indte 
his industry by elevating his hopes, or produce a 
high opinion of their own abilities, since they are 
supposed to relate only what they have found, and 
to have proceeded with no less ease than they pro- 
mise to their followers. 

The student, inflamed by this encouragement, 
sets forward in the new path, and proceeds a few 
steps with great alacrity, but he soon finds aspe- 
rities and intricacies of which he has not been fore- 
warned^ and imagining that none ever were so en- 
tangled or fatigued befcNre him, sinks suddenly into 
despair, and desists as from an expedition in which 
&te opposes him. Thus his terrors are multiplied 
by hb hopes, and he is defeated without resbtance^ 
because he had no expectation of an enemy. 

Of th<ese treacherous instructors, the one destroys 
industry, by declaring that industry is vain, the 
other by representing it as needless; the one cuts 
awi^ the root of hope, the other raises it only to 
be blasted : the one confines his pupil to the sbor^ 
by telling him that his wreck is c^taito, the other 
tends him to sea, without preparing him for 
tempests. 

False hopes and fiilse terrors are equally to be 
avoided. Every man who proposes to grow emU 
nent by learning, should carry in hb mind, at once^ 
the difficulty of excellence, and the force of Indus* 
try ; and remember that &me is not conferred but 
as the recompense of labour, and that labour vi- 
gotously coDttnaed, has not often failed of its re» 
wavd. 
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Ingeuies dominot, et clarm nominojhmtt, 

JOHitrique gr4we$ nobU&aie domoi 
Deviia,€tUmgecautu$fige; contrahe vela, 

Et U Utorribus cymha propinqua «eAa<.— ^sbnbca. 

Badi tiili^ty IM, big with a pompoas nme. 

And each h^ houie of fortune and of &me^ 

With GMition fly ; contract thy ample flails^ 

And near the shore hnprOTe the gentle gdea.*'— ^LnmrtTOK. 

ME BAMBLXl, 

It is usual for men, engaged in the same pursuits, 
to be inquisitive after the conduct and fortune 
of each other ; and, therefore, I suppose it ivitt not 
be unpleasing to you, to read an account of the 
various changes which have happened in part of a 
life devoted to literature. My narrative will not 
exhibit any great variety of events* or extracHrdi- 
nary revolutions; but may, perhaps, be. not less 
useful, because I shall relate nothing wfaksh is not 
likely to happen to a thousand others. 

} was born heir to a very small fortune and left 
by my father, whom I cannot remember, to the care 
d an uncle. He having no children, always treated 
me as his son, and finding in me those qualities 
which old men easily discover in sprightly children^ 
when they happen to love them, declared that a 
genius like mine should never be lost for want of 
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cattnratiaii. He therefore pkeed me, for the usual 
time, at a great school, and then sent me to the 
university, with a larger allowance than my own 
patrimony would have affinrded, that I might not 
keep-mean company, bat learn to become my dig* 
nity when I should be made lord chanceDor, which 
he often lamented, that the increase of his infirmi* 
ties was very likely to preclude him irom seeing. 

This exuberance of money displayed itself in 
gaiety g£ appearance, and wantonness of expence, 
and introduced me to the acquaintance of those 
whom the same superfluity of fortune betrayed to 
the same licence and ostentation : young heirs, who 
pleased themselves with a remark very frequent in 
thdr mouths, that though they were sent by thdr 
fiithers to the university, they were not under the 
necessity of living by their learning. 

Among men of this cUss I easily obtuned the 
reputation of a great genius, and was persuaded, 
that with such liveliness oi imagination, and ddi- 
eacj of sentiment, I should never be able to submit 
to the drudgery of the law. I therefore gave my- 
self wholly to the more airy and elegant parts of 
learning, and was often so mudi elated with my 
superiority to the youths with whom I conversed^ 
that I began to listen, with great attention, to those 
that recommended to me a wider and more conspi^ 
cuous theatre; and was particularly touched with 
an ob^rvation made by one of my friends ; That it 
was not by lingering in the university that Prior 
became ambassador, or Addison secretary of state. 

This derire was hourly increased by the solicita- 
tion of my companion^ who removing one by one 
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toLradeOt M tfae ojqpiice of tboir rdatioos dkywfd 
tbenut or the ]egtl ditimukm ftom the bandt oC 
their gnardiant put it in their power, neTer failed 
to tend an acoNuit of the beauty and fdicity of the 
new world, and to remonstrate how much was lost 
hgr every hour^s continuance in a place of retire* 
ment and constraint 

My unde in the meantime frequently harassed 
me with monitory letters, which 1 sometimes neg- 
lected to open for a week after I received them, 
and generally read in a tavern, with sudi comments 
as might shew how much I was superior to instroc* 
tion or advice, I could not but wonder how a 
man confined to the country, and unscquainteci 
with the present system of things, should imagine 
himself qualified to instruct a rising genius^ bom 
to give laws to the age, refine its taste, and multi- 
ply its pleasures. 

The postman, however, still continued to bring 
me new remonstrances ; for my uncle was v&ry little 
depressed by the ridicule and reproach which be 
never heard. But men of parts have quick resent* 
ments; it was impossible to bear his usurpations 
for ever; and I resolved, once for all, to make him 
an example to those who imagine themselves wise 
because Uiey are old, and to teach young men, who 
«ne too tame under representation, in what manner 
grey-bearded insdence ought to be treated. I 
therefore one evening took my pen in hand, and 
after having animated myself with a catch, wrote a 
general answer to all his precepts with such viva- 
dty of turn, sudi elegance of irony, and such as- 
perity of sarcasm, that I convulsed a laige company 
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witti onivend laughter, disturbed the ii^fabour« 
bood with vodferations of appUuse, and five days 
afterwards waa answered, that I must be content to 
liveon my own estate. 

This contraction of my income gave me no dis* 
turbance ; for a g^iius like mine was out of the 
reach of want I had friends that would be proud 
to open their purses at my call, and prospects of 
such advancement as would soon reconcile my 
uncle, whom, upon mature deliberation, I resolved 
to receive into &vour without insisting on any ac* 
knowledgment of his c^nce, when the splendour 
of my condition should induce him to wish for my 
countenance. 1 theraforo went up to London, he* 
fore I had shewn the alteration of my condition by 
any abatement of my way of Hvinj^ and was re^ 
crived by all my academical acquaintance with tri« 
umph and ccHigratulation. 1 was itnmediatdy in* 
troduced among the wits and men of spirit; and in 
a short time had divated mysdf of all my sdioiar^ 
gravi^, and obtained the reputation of a pret^ 
fellow. 

You will easily believe that I had no great know* 
ledge of the world ; yet I had been hindered, by 
the general disinclination every man feels to con^ 
fins poverty, finom telling to any rnie the resolution 
of my uncle, and for some time subsisted upon thtf 
stock of money which I had brought with me, and 
contributed my share as before to all our entertain* 
ments. But my podcet was soon emptied, and I 
was obliged to ask my friends for a small sum. This 
was a fkvour, which we had often reciprocally re^ 
ceived horn one another ; tliey supposed my wanta 
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only aorfdentalt and therefore wiHioglj rappBed 
than. In a short time I found a necessity of asfe* 
ing again, and was again treated widi the same 
dvility ; but the third time thej began to wonder 
what that old rogue my unde oould mean by send- 
ing a gentleman to town without money ; and when 
they gave me what I asked for» advised me to sti* 
pulate for more regular remittances. 

This somewhat disturbed my dream of constant 
affluence ; but I was three days after complete^ 
awaked ; for entering the tavern where they met 
every evening, 1 found the waiters remitted their 
comphusance, and, instead of contending to light 
me up stairs, suffered me to wait for some minutes 
by the bar. When I came to my company, I found 
them unusually grave and formal, and one ofth&n 
took the hint to turn the conversation upon the 
misconduct of young men, jmd enlarged upon the 
folly of frequenting the company of men of fortune^ 
without being aUe to support the expence^ an ob- 
sarvation which the rest contributed either to en- 
fcMice by repetition, or to illustrate by examples. 
Only o9e of them tried to divert the discourse, and 
endeavoured to direct my attention to remote ques- 
tions, and commcm topics. 

A man guilty of poverty easily believes himsdf 
suspected. I went, however, next morning to 
breakfast with him who appeared ignorant of the 
drift of the conversation, and by a series of inquiries, 
drawing stiU nearer to the point, prevdled on him, 
not, perhaps, much against his will, to inform me 
that Mr Dash, whose father was a wealthy attor- 
ney near my native place, had, the tnoming before^ 
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leeeWed m aeoottnt of my undoes reftentaieiit» and 
eomintinieated hit inteUigenoe mfth the utmost in- 
dwAry of grovdidg inaolenoe. 

It WIS noir no longer practieaUe to consort with 
my finrmer i^ends, rniless I would be content to be 
used as an inferior guest, who was to pay for his 
wine fay mirth and flattery; a character whicht if 
I could not escape it» I resolved to endure only 
ameog those who had never known me in the 
pride of plenty. I dumged my lodgmgs, and fte^ 
quented thecoffise^Jiousesin adifierentregionc^the 
town ; where I was very quickly distinguished by 
aereral young gentlemen of high birth, and laige 
estates, and began again to amuse my imagimdion 
with hopes of preferment, though not quite so con- 
fidently as when I had less experience. 

The first great ooaquest which this new scene en* 
•bled metogainovwmyidf was,when I submitted 
totconfess to a party, who invited me.toan ezpen* 
aive divefsbn, tksA my reveniias wer6 not equal to 
auoh golden pkasures; they would not suffer m^ 
however, to stay behind, and with great relucttoce 
1 jrielded to be treated. I took that opportunity 
of recommendii^ mysdf to some office or employ- 
ment, which they unanimously pmniaed to procure 
me by their joint interest. 

I had now entered into a state of dependaice^ 
and had hopes, or fears, from almost every man I 
saw. If it be unhappy to have one patron, what 
18 his misery who has many ? I was obliged to 
comply with a thouMud caprices, to concur in a 
thousand foAlies, and to countenance a thousand 
errors. I endured innumerable nMMrtifications, if 
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not fimn crud^, at ktft ftooi rngtigeiiee, wUoh 
wiU crtep in upon the kindkit and moit ddioatt 
mindst when they ooDvene without the mntiial 
awe of equal ooodhion. I foand the ipoit and 
tigour of liberty ev e r y moment sinkhig in m^ imd 
a servile fear of displeasing stealing by degrees 
npofi aU my btbariour^ tiU no word» or kM^ or 
action, was my own* As the solkltnde to phase 
increased, the power of pleadng grew less, and I 
was slways clouded with diffidence when it was 
most my interest and wish to shine. 

My patnmsy considering me as bdonging to the 
community, and, therefore, not the chaige of any* 
partieubur person, made no seniide of negleetiBg 
any opportunity of promoting me^ wUeh every pne 
thought more {iroperiy the business of anodiir. 
An account of my ezpeetakions and disq^NMnt- 
ments, and the sncoeeding vicissitudes of my WB^ 
I shall give you in my ibUowmg letter, which wil 
he, I hope, of use to shew how iii he fiirms Us 
schemes, who jupeets happhiess without ftsedooi. 

lam,^ 
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■ ■' ■ Pimferkm miiutmi pUmrt mHaOU 

LfheftitU earet i * n om. 

So he> wlio poverty with horror views^ 

WIm Nib fail fteedom ui dchnge Jbr gold, 

(Fk«edon fa miDM of woalth loo elietply aoUl) 

Shall make eternal servitude hia fiUe, 

And &el a haughty master's galling weight— Francis. 

Mm BAlf9LEft» 

As it is naturad fiir etery man to tbinlc himself 6( 
importenoe, ymir knowtodge of the worid will in- 
dine you to folate me, if I imagine your curiodty 
m mueh exoked by the (brmer part of my narn^ 
tiofi, as to make yoa desire tliat I sboukl prooeed 
without any mmecessary arts of oonneotlon. I 
aihall, thevcfoiei not keep yoa loi^;er id such sua- 
pense^ as perhaps my perftetnance may not oom« 
pensate. 

In the gay company with whieh I was now united^ 
I (bund those atluiements and delights^ wliich tlie 
inendsbip of young men^ always sffivds; there was 
that openness which naturally produoed confix 
4ence, that affiibiUty which, in some measure, sof^ 
tened dependence, and that ardour of profession 
which incited hope. When our hearts were dilated 
with merriment, promises were poured out with 
unlimited profusion, and life and fortune were but 
a scanty saciifice to fijeadsbip; but when the hour 
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came, at which any effiort was to be made, I had 
generally the vexation to find that my ijitereit 
weighed nothing against the slightest amusement, 
and that every petty avocation was found k auffi- 
dent ple^ for continuing me in uncertain^ «id 
want Their kindness was indeed sincere; when 
they promised, they had no intuition to deceive ; 
but the same juvenile warmth which kindled their 
benevdence, gave force in the same proportion to 
every other passion, and 1 was foigotten as soon as 
any new pleasures seised on their attention. 

Vagario told me one evening, that all my per- 
plexities should be soon at an end, and desired me, 
fit>m that instant, to throw upon him all ene of my 
fortune, for a post of amrideraUe value was tbiit 
day become vacant, and he knew his interest suffi* 
dent to procure it in the morning. Hedesired me 
to call on him early, that he might be dressed aooa 
enough to wait on the minister befixe any otivr 
applicaticm should be made. I came as he ap- 
pointed, with b31 the flame of gratitode, and was toid 
by liis servant, that havii^ found at his Iod|png8» 
when he came home, an acquaintance who vras 
going to travd, he had been persuaded to accom- 
pany him to Dover, and that they had taken post* 
horses two hours before day. 

I was once very near to prefermrat, by the kind- 
ness of Charinus, who, at my request, went ta b^ 
a place, which he thought me likely to fill with 
great reputation, and in which I should have many 
opportunities of promoting lus interest in return ; 
aikl he pleased himsdf with imagining the mutual 
benefits that we should ccmfin*, and the advances 
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that we siiould make by our united strength. 
Away therefore he went, equally warm with friend- 
ship and ambition, and left me to prepare acknow- 
ledgments f^^ainst his return. At fength he came 
back, and told me that he had met in his way a 
party going to Inreakfast in the country, that the 
ladies importuned him too much to be refused, and 
that having passed the morning with them, he was 
oome back to dress himself for a ball, to which he 
was invited for the evening. 

I have suffered several disappointments from 
tailors and periwig-makers, who, by neglecting to 
perform their work, withheld my patrons from 
court ; BXid once failed of an establishment for life 
by the delay of a servant, sent to li neighbouring 
shop to replenish a snuff-box. 

At last I thought my solicitude at an end, for an 
office fell into the gift of Hippodamus's father, who 
being then in the country, could not very speedily 
fill it, and whose fondness would not have suffered 
him to refuse his son a less reasonable request. 
Hippodamus therefore set forward with great ex- 
pedition, send I expected every hour an account of 
his success. A long time I waited without any in- 
telligence, but at last received a letter from New- 
market, by which I was informed that the races 
were b^un, and I knew the vehemence of his pas- 
sions too well to imagine that he could refuse him- 
sdf his favourite amusement. 

You will not wonder that I wa9 at last weary of 
ihe patronage of young men, especially as I found 
them not generally to promise much greater fidelity 
as they idvanced in life ; finr I observed that what 
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they flaioed in steadiness they lost in benevoleMc; 
and grew colder to my interest as they became 
more dUigcnt to promote their own« I wot con- 
vinced that their liberality was only profiiseoess, 
that as chance directed, th^ were equaUy gofierous 
to vice and virtue, that they were warm but becaoae 
they ware thoughtless, and counted the support of a 
ftiend only amoi^t other gratificatiQiis of pasnon. 
My resolution was now to ingratiate mys^ with 
men, whose reputation was estidilished, whose high 
stations enabled them to prefer me^ and whose age 
exempted them from sudden dianges of inclination. 
I was cwsidered as a man of parts, and therefore 
easily found admission to the taUe of Hiltfius, the 
celebrated orator, renowned equally for the extent 
of his knowledge, the el^anoe of his diction, and 
the acuteness of hb wit. Hilarius received me 
with an appearance of great satisfaction, produced 
to me all his friends, and directed to me that part 
of bis discourse in which he most endeavoured to 
di^lay his imagination. I had now learned my 
own interest enough to supply him opportunities fx 
smart remarks and gay sallies, which I never (ailed 
to echo and applaud. Thus I was gaining every 
hour on his affections, till unfortunately, wh^ the 
assembly was more splendid than usual, his dewe 
ci admiration prompted him to turn his raiU^ 
upon me* I bore it for some time with great sub- 
mission, and success encouraged him to redouUe 
)us attacks ; at last my vanity prevailed over my 
prudence, I retorted his irony with such spirit, that 
Hilarius, imaccustomed to resistance, was discon- 
oertedt and soon found means of convincing me 
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Aat \Am purpose was not to enoourage a m^ but 
to fiister a parasite. 

I was then taken into the familiarity of Argatao^ 
a nobleman eminent finr judgment and criticism* 
He had oontrilmted to my reputation by the praises 
whioh he had often bestowed upon my writings, in 
which he owned that there were prooft of a genius 
that might rise to high degrees of eKoeUenee, when 
time, or information, had reduced its exubaranee. 
He therefore required me to ccmsult him before 
the puUieation cf my new performance and com* 
nonly proposed innumerable alterations, without 
sufficient attenti<Mi to the general design, ex regard 
to my form of style, and mode (rf* imagination* 
But these corrections he never failed to press as 
indispensably necessary, and thought the least de> 
lay dF coD^Uance an act of rebellion. The pride 
<rfan author made this treatment insufferable, and 
I thought any tyranny easier to be borne than that 
which took fh>m me the use of my understanding. 

My next patron was Eutyches, the statesman, 
who was wholly engaged in public affairs, and 
seemed to have no ambition but to be powerful and 
rich. I found his favour more permanent than 
that of the others ; for there was a certun price at 
which it might be bought ; he allowed nothing to 
humour, or to affection, but was always ready to 
pay liberally for the service that he required. His 
demands were, indeed, very often such as virtue 
could not easily consent to gratify; but virtue 
is not to be consulted when men are to raise their 
fortunes by the favour of the great His measures 
were censured; I wrote in his defence, and was 



Digitized by 



Googk 



180 THE BAMBLEIU Na 97* 

reoompmsed with a place, c£ which the profits were 
never received by me without the pangs <^ remem- 
bering that they were the reward of widcedness^— 
a reward which nothing but that necessity which 
the consumption of my little estate in these wild 
pursuits had brought upon me^ hindered me horn 
throwing bade in the face of my corrupter. 

At this time my unde died without a will, and 
I became heir to a small fortune. I had resolution 
to throw off the splendour which reproached me to 
myself, and retire to an humUer state, in which I 
am now endeavouring to recover the digni^ of 
virtue, and hope to make some reparation for my 
crime and follies, by informing otheT9» who may be 
led after the same pageants, that they are about to 
engage in a course of life, in which they are to 
purchase, by a thousand miseries, the privil^;e of 
repentance. 

lam, &a 

EUBULUS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. S& THE BAMBLEE. 181 



No. 88. SATURDAY, JUNE «8, 1760. 



IIU mors gravis incubat, 
Qui, notus nimis omnilms, 
Ignotus nunitur n^'.<—— Seneca. 

To him ! ftlas ! to him^ I fbur. 
The &ce of death will terrible appear. 
Who in his life, flattering his senseless pride, 
Bj being known to all the world.beside. 
Does not himself when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither h^s to go. C owley. 

I HAVE shewn, in a late essay, to what errcnrs 
men are hourly betrayed by a mistaken opinion 
of their own powers, and a negligent inspection <^ 
their own character. But as I then confined my 
observations to common occurrences and familiiur 
scenes, I think it proper to inquire, how far a 
nearer acquaintance with ourselves is necessary to 
our preservation from crimes as well as follies, and 
how much the attentive study of our own minds 
may contribute to secure to us the approbation of 
that Being, to whom we are accountable for our 
thd%hts and our actions, and whose favour must 
finally constitute our total happiness. 

If it be reasonable to estimate the difficulty of 
any enterprise by frequent miscarriages, if may 
justly be concluded that it is not easy for a man to 
know himself, for wheresoever we turn our view, 
we shall find almost all with whom we converse so 
nearly as to judge of their sentiments, indulging 
more favourable conceptions of their own virtue 
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than they have been able to impress upon others, 
and congratulating themselves upon d^rees of ex- 
cellence, which their fondest admirers cannot allow 
them to have attained. 

Those representations of imaginary virtue are 
generally considered as arts of hypocrisy, and as 
snares laid for confidence and pndse. But I beUeve 
the suspicion often unjust ; those who thus propa- 
gate their own reputation, only extend the fraud by 
which they have be^i themselves deceived ; for 
this failing is incident to numbers, who seem to live 
without designs, competitions, or pursuits ; it ap- 
pears on occasions which promise no accession of 
honour or of profit, and to persons fi*om whom very 
little is to be hoped or feared. It b indeed, not 
easy to tell how far we may be blinded by the love 
of ourselves, when we reflect how mudi a secondary 
passion can cloud our judgment, and how few &u)t8 
a man, in the first raptures of loVe, can discover in 
the person or conduct of his mistress. 

To lay open all the sources from which error 
ft>ws in upon him who contemplates his own cha« 
racter, would require more exact knowledge of the 
human heart, than perhaps, the most acute and la- 
borious observers have acquired. And since Iftse* 
hood may be diversified without end, it is not Un- 
likely that every man admits an imposture in scmie 
respect peculiar to himself, as his views have been 
accidentally directed, or his ideas particularly com- 
bined. 

Some iallades, however, there are, more fre. 
quently insidious, which it may, perhaps, not be 
useless to detect ; because, though they are gros^ 
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they may be fatal, and because nothii^ but atten- 
tion is necessary to defeat them. 

One sophism by which men persuade themselves 
that they have those virtues which they really want, 
is formed by the substitution ct smgle acts for ha- 
bits. A miser who once relieved a friend from the 
danger of a prison, suffers his imagination to dwell 
for ever upon his own heroic generosity ; he yields 
his heart up to indignation at those who are blind 
to merit, or insensible to misery, and who can please 
themselves with the enjoyment of that wealth, which 
they never permit others to partake. From any 
censures of the world, or reproaches of his con*- 
sdence, he has an appeal to action and to know- 
ledge: and though his whole life is a course of 
rapacity and avarice, he concludes himself to be 
tender and liberal, because he has once performed . 
an act of liberality and tenderness. 

As a glass which magnifies objects by the ap- 
proach of one end to the eye, lessens them by the 
applicaticm of the other, so vices are extenuated by \ 
the inversion of that fallacy, by which virtuea are 1 
augmented. Those faults which we cannot conceal ' 
fh>m our own notice, are considered, however fre- 
quent not as habitual corruptions, or settled prac- 
tices, but as casual failures, and single lapses. A 
man .who has from year to year set his country to 
sale, either for the gratification of his ambition or 
resentment, confesses that the heat of party now 
and then betrays the severest virtue to measures 
that cannot be seriously defended. He that spends 
bis days and nights in riot and debauchery, owns 
that his passions oftentimes overpower his resolu- 
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tions. But eadi comforts himself that his faults are 
not without precedent, for the best and the wisest 
men have givai way to the violence of sudden 
temptations. 

There are men who always confound the praise of 
goodness with the practice, and who believe them- 
selves mild and moderate, charitable and futhful, 
because they have exerted their eloquence in com- 
mendation of mildness, fidelity, and other virtues. 
This is an error almost universal among those that 
converse much with dependents, with sudi whose 
fear or interest disposes them to a seeming reverence 
for any declamation, however enthusiastic^ and sub- 
mission to any boast, however arrogant Having 
none to recall their attention to their lives, they rate 
themselves by the goodness of their opinions, and 
forget how much more easily men may shew their 
virtue in their talk than in their actions. 

The tribe is likewise very numerous of those who 
regulate their lives, not by the standard of religicm, 
but the measure of other men's virtue ; who lull their 
own remorse with the remembrance of crimes more 
atrocious than their own, and seem to believe that 
they are not bad while another can be found worse. 

For escaping these and a thousand other i^ceits, 
many expedients have been proposed. Some have 
recommended the frequent consultation of a wise 
friend, admitted to intimacy, and encouraged to sin- 
cerity. But this appears a remedy by no means 
adapted to general use : for in order to secure the 
virtue of one, it presupposes more virtue in two 
than will generally be found. In the first, such a 
desire of rectitude and amendment^ as may incline 
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Mm to hear his own accusation from ih^ mouth 
of him whom he esteems^ and by whom, therefore, 
he will always hope that his feults are not disco- 
vered ; and in the second, such zeal and honesty, 
as will make him content for his friend's advantage 
to lose his kindness. 

A long life may be passed without finding a friend 
in whose understanding and virtue we can equally 
confide, and whose opinion we can value at once 
for its justness and sincerity. A weak man, how- 
ever honest, is not qualified to judge. A man of 
the world, however penetrating, is not fit to counsel 
Friends are often chosen for similitude of manners, 
BJoA therefore each palliates the other's fidlings, be- 
cause they are his own. Friends are tender, and 
unwilling to give pain, or they are interested, and 
fearfiil to ofiend. 

These objections have inclined others to advise, 
that he who would know himself, should consult his 
enemies, remember the reproaches that are vented 
to his fiM^, and listen for the censures that are ut- 
tered in private. For his great business is to know 
his fiiults, and those malignity will discover, and 
resentment will reveal But this precept may be 
often»firustrated ; for it seldom happens that rivals 
or opponents are suffered to come near enough to 
know our conduct with so much exactness as that 
consdence should allow and reflect the accusation. 
The charge of an enemy is often totally false, and 
commonly so mingled with falsehood, that the 
mind takes advantage from the fiulure of one part 
to discredit the rest, and never suffers any disturb- 
ance afterward from such partial repwts. 
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Yet it 6eem8 that enemies have been always 
fimnd by experience the most faithful monitors; 
for adversity has ever been oonndered as the state 
in which a man most easily beoomes acquainted 
with himsdf, and this eflfect it must produce by 
withdrawing flatterers, whose business it is to hide 
our weaknesses from us» or by giving loose to malice, 
and Koense to reproach ; or at least by cutting off 
those pleasures which called us away from medi- 
tation on our own conduct, and repressing that 
pride which too easily persuades us that we merit 
whatev^ we enjoy. 

Part of these benefits it is in every man's power 
to procure to himself, by assigning proper portions 
of his life to the examination of the rest, and by 
putting himself frequently in such a situation, by 
retirement and abstraction, as may weaken the in- 
fluence (rf^. external objects. By this practice he 
may obtain the solitude of advarsity without its 
melancholy, its instructions without its censures, 
and its sensibility without its perturbations. 

The necessity of setting the world at a distance 
from us, when we are to take a survey of ourselves, 
has sent many from high stations to the severities al 
a monastic life; and, indeed, every man deeply 
engaged in business, if all regard to another state 
be not extinguished, must have the conviction, 
though, perhaps, not the resolution of Valdesso, 
who, when he solicited Charies the Fifth to dismiss 
him, being asked« whether he retired upon disgust, 
answered that he laid down bis commission, for no 
other reason but because there ought to be some 
time for sober reftectkm between the life of a solder 
and hie death. 
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There are few conditions which do not entangle 
us with sublunary hopes and fears, from which it is ; 
necessary to be at intervals disencumbered, that { 
we may place ourselves in his presence who views 
effects in their causes, and actions in their motives; 
that we may, as ChiUingworth expresses it, consider 
things as if there were no other beings in the world 
but Grod and ourselves; or, to use language yet 
more awful, may commune with our oton hearts, 
and be stiU. 

Death, says Seneca, falls heavy upon him who is 
too much known to others, and too little to himself ; 
and Pontanus, a man celebrated among the early 
restorers of literature, thought the study of our own 
iiearts of so much impcnrtance, that he has recom- 
mended it from his tomb. Sum Joimnes Jovianus 
Pontanus, quern amaverunt bonce musas, suspexertmt 
viri probi^ honestaverunt reges domini ; Jam ecis 
qui sim, vel qui potius fuerim ; ego vero te, hospes, 
noscere in tenebris nequeo, sed teipsum ut noscas 
rogo. '* I am Pontanus, beloved by the powers of 1 
^ literature, admired by men of worth, and digni- 
^ fied by the monardis of the world. Thou knowest 
« now who I am, or mwe properly who I was. For 
•* thee, stranger, I who am in darkness cannot 
«< know thee, but I intoeat thee to know thyself.*" 

I hope every reader of this paper will consider 
hinoself as engaged to the observation of a precept, 
which the wisdom and virtue of all ages have con- 
curred to enforce : a precept, dictated by philoso- 
phers, inculcated by poets^ and ratified by saints. 
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Prudemjuiwi iemporis exitum 
Caliginosa nocte premii Deus, 

Rkktque si marioHs uUra 

Fas /repu2et— — Boa. 

Bat God has wisely hid from human sig^t 

The daik decrees of fbtare hte, 
And sown their seeds in depth of nig^ ; 
He lau|^s at all the giddy turns of state^ 
When mortals search too soon^ and fear too late.— — d&ydsn. 

There is nothing recommended, with greater 
frequency among the gayer poets of antiquity^ 
than the secure possession of the present hour, and 
the dismission of all the cares which intrude upon 
our quiet, or hinder, by importunate perturbations, 
the enjoyment of those delights whidi our condition 
happens to set before us. 

The ancient poets are, indeed, by no means un* 
excepticmable teachers a( morality ; their precepts 
are to be always considered as the sallies of a genius^ 
intent rather upon giving pleasure than instruction, 
eager to take every advantage of insinuation, and, 
provided the passions can be engaged on its sii^ 
very little solicitous about the suffrage of reason. 

The darkness and uncertainty through which the 
heathens were compelled to wander in the pursuit 
of happiness, may, indeed, be alleged as an excuse 
for many of their seducing invitations to immediate 
enjoyment, which the modems, by whom they have 
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been imitated, have not to plead. It is no wonder 
that such as had no promise of another state should 
eagerly turn their thoughts upon the improvement 
of that which was before them ; but surely those 
who are acquainted with the hopes and fears of eter- 
nity, might think it necessary to put some restraint 
upon their imagination, and reflect that by echoing 
the songs of the ancient bacchanals, and transmit- 
ting the maxims of past debauchery, they not only 
prove that they want invention, but virtue, and 
submit to the servility of imitation only to copy 
that of which the writer, if he was to live now, 
would often be ashamed. 

Yet as the errors and follies of a great genius are 
seldom without some radiations of understanding; 
by which meaner minds may be enlightened, the in- 
citements to pleasure are, in those authors, generally 
itiingled with such reflections upon life, as well de- 
serve to be conttdered distinctly from the purposes 
for which they are produced, and to be treasured 
up as the settled conclusions of extensive observa** 
^on, acute sagacity, and mature experience. 

It is not without true judgment, that on these o(s 
OBsiiHis they often warn their readers against in- 
quiries into ftiturity, and solidtude about events 
which lie hid in causes yet unactive, and which 
time has not brought forward into the view of rea* 
son. An idle and thoughtless resignation to chance, 
without any struggle agwist calamity, or endea- 
vour after advantage, is indeed below the digni^ 
of a reasonable being, in whose power Providence 
has put a great part even of hb present happiness ; 
but it shews an equal ignorance of our pr^^er 
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(qpbere^ to haiBss our tbooghts with eoi^cictares 
about things not y^ in Imng. Hmt ctn we regp- 
kte e¥<»»t«> (tf vfhkk we yet know not whether thcgr 
will ever h^pen ? And why should we tfamk. with 
painfiil m»ety. about thit oa whidi our thoughts 
can have no iiifluenee ? 

It is a manm oommonly reodved» that a wise BiD 
is nev«r surprised; and» perhai^, this ezemptkii 
from artcnishoient may he imagined to proceed 
from such a prospect into fiitoirity, aa gave previous 
intimation o( those evils which oftm frli unexpected 
upon others that have less foresight But the truth 
is, that things to come, except when they approadi 
very nearly, aie equally hidd» from men of all de- 
greea of understanding ; and if a wise man is not 
amaMd at sudden oceurrences, it is not that he has 
thought more^ but less upon futurity. He never 
amsidored things not yet exiatiog as the proper ob- 
jecta of his attention ; he never indulged ^breams 
till he was decdved by th^ phantom^ nor ever 
roftliaed nonentities to his mind. He is not sur- 
prised because he is not disappointed, and he es- 
capes disappointment because he never forms any 
expectations. 

The coneem about things to oome, that is so 
justly censured, id not the result of those genoal 
r^ections on the variableness of fortune the uncer- 
tainty of Ufo, and the universal insecuri^ of all 
human acquisitions, which must always be wg- 
gested by the vif w of the world ; but such a des- 
ponding anticipation of misfortune, as fixes the 
mind upon scenes of gloom and melancholy, and 
QMkkes fear predominate in every imagination. 
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Anidetjr of this land is nwrly of the same nature 
with jealousy in^lovQi aud suspicion in the general 
oommeroe of life ; a teoipar which ke^ the man 
always in alarms ; disposes him to judge of every 
thing in a manner that least fovours his own quie^ 
fills him with perpetual stratagems of eounteracti<m^ 
wears him out in schemes to obviate evils which 
never Uireatened him» and at length, perhaps, ooxh 
tributes to the production of those mischiefs of 
whi^ it bad raised such dreadful apprehensions. 

It has been usual in all ages for moralista to n^ 
press the swellings of vain hope, by representations 
of the innumerable casualties to which life is sub<- 
ject, and by instances of the unexpected defeat <^ 
the wisest schemes of policy, and sudden subver- 
ttons of the highest eminences of greatness. It 
liaSf perhaps, not bem equally observed, that all 
these ^lamples afford the proper antidote to fear 
as well as to hope, and may be applied with no less 
efficacy as consolations to the timoroui^ than as re-^ 
stnunts to the proud. 

Evil is uncertidn in the same degree as good, and 
for the reason that we ought not to hope too se- 
curely, we ought not to fear with too much dejec- 
tion. The state of the world is continually chang- 
ing, and none can tell the result of the next vicis- 
situde. Whatever is afloat in the stream of time^ 
may, when it is very near us, be driven away by an 
accidental blast, which shall happen to cross the 
general course of the current. The sudden acci- 
dents by which the powerful are depressed, may fall 
upon those whose malice we fear ; and the great- 
ness by which we expect to be overborne, may be- 
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oome another proof of the fUae flatteries oi fortmie. 
Our enemies may become wedc, or we grour atrong 
before our encounter, or we may advance against 
each other mthout ever meeting. There aie» in- 
deed, natural evils which we can flatter oursdves 
with no hopes of escaping, and with little of delay- 
ing ; but of the ills which are appreh^ided finxn 
human malignity, or tlie oppositicm of rival inte> 
rests, we may always alleviate the terrw by ccmi- 
sidering that our persecutors are weak and igno- 
rant, and mortal like ourselves. 

The misfortunes which arise from the concur- 
rence of unhappy inddents should never be suf- 
fered to disturb us before they happen ; because, if 
the breast be once laid open to Uie dread ci mae 
possibilities of misery, life must b^ given^a prey to 
dismal sdicitude, and quiet must be lost for ever. 

It is remarked by old Comaro^ that it is absurd 
to be afraid of the natural dissolution of the body, 
because it must certainly happen, and can, by no 
caution or artifice, be avoided. Whether this sen- 
timent be entuely just, I shall not eiLamine; but 
certainly if it be improper to fear events which 
must happen it, is yet more evidoitly contraiy 
to right reason to fear those which may never 
happen, and which, if they should come upon us, 
we cannot resist 

As we ought not to give way to fear, any more 
than indulgence to hope, because the objects both 
of fear and hope are yet uncertain, so we ought not 
to trust the representations of one more than of the 
other, because they are both equally falladoos ; as 
hope enlarges happiness, fear aggravates calamity 



Digitized by 



Googk 



It is generally allowed, that no man ever found the 
happiness of possession proportionate to that expect- 
ation which incited his desire, and invigorated his 
pursuit ; nor has $uj man found the eyils of life so 
formidable in reality, as they were described to 
him by his own imagination, every species of dk- 
tress brings with it some peculiar supports, some i 
unforeseen means of resisting, or power of endur- / 
ing. Taylor justly blames some pious per^ns, who 
indulge their fancies too much, set themselves, by 
the force of imagination, in ttte plaoe of the an- 
cient martyrs and confessors, and question the va- 
lidity of their own faith, because they shrink at 
the thoughts of flames and tottitfes* It is, aayi 
he^ sufficient that you are able to encounter the 
temptations which now assault you; when God 
sends trials, he may send strength* 

All fear is in itself painful, and when it eon- 
duces not to safety is painful without use. iEfery 
consideration tbeteforcv by which groundless ter- 
rors may be removed, adds something to human 
happiness. It is likewise not unworthy of remark,^ 
that in proportion as our cares are employed upon 
tbe future they are abstracted from the pr^ent, 
from tbe. only tin^ whidi we can call our own, 
and of which if we neglect the apparent duties, to 
make provision against visionary attacks^ we shall 
certainly counteract oar own purpose; for he^ 
doubtless, mistakes his true interest, who thinks 
that he can increase his safety, when he impairs 
his virtue. 

VOL. IV. o 
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— - VuUui nbi iuus 
JffuUit pojmh, graiior it dies, 
Et 9oU$ meHui nite ni hob. 

Whene'or thy oountenanoe diyine 

Th' attendant pec^le cheera. 
The genial suns more radiant shine. 

The day more ghd appears.— —BLrflivsTON. 

MR RAMBLER, 

There are few tasks more ungrateful than for per- 
sons of modesty to speak their own praises. In 
some cases, however, Uiis must be done for the ge^ 
neral good, and a generous spirit will on such occa- 
sions assart its merit, and vindicate itself with be- 
coming warmth. 

My circumstances, sir, are very hard and pecu- 
liar. Could the world be brought to treat me as 
I deserve, it would be a public benefit This 
makes me apply to you, that my case being &irly 
stated in a paper so generally esteemed, I may 
suffer no longer from ignorant and childish prgu- 
dices. 

My elder brother was a Jew ; a very respectoble 
person, but somewhat austere in his manner : highly 
and deservedly valued by his near relations and in- 
timates, but utterly unfit for mixing in a large so- 
ciety or gaining a general acquaintance among 
mankind. In a venerable old age he retired from 
the world, and I in the Uoom of youth came into it^ 
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sucoeedmg him in all his dignities, and formed, as 
i might reasonably flatter myself, to be the objeet 
of universal love and esteem. Joy and gladnesA 
.were bom with me; eheerfyiiess, good4iumour, 
and benevolence^ always attended and endeared 
my infancy. That time is long past. So long, that 
idle imaginations are apt to &ncy me wrinkled, 
old, and disagreeable ; but, unless my looking-glass 
deceives me, I have not yet lost one charm, oge 
beauty of my earliest years. However, thus far is 
too certain, I am to every body just what they 
choose to think me, so that to very few I appear in 
my right shape; and though naturally I am the 
friend of human kind, to few, very few compara- 
tively, am I useful or agreeable. 

This is the more grievous, as it is utterly impos- 
sible for me to avoid being in all sorts of places 
and companies ; and I am therefore liable to meet 
with perpetual a£&onts and injuries. Though I 
have as natural an antipathy to cards and dice, as 
some people have to a cat, many and many an as- 
sembly am I forced to endure; and though rest 
and composure are my peculiar joy, am worn out 
and harassed to death with journeys by men and 
women of quality, who never take one but when I 
can be of the party. Some, on a contrary extreme, 
■ will never receive me but in bed, where they spend 
at least half of the time I have to stay with them ; 
and others are so monstrously ill-bred as to take 
physic on purpose when they have reason to ex« 
pect me. Those who keep upon terms of more 
politeness with me, are generally so cold and con- 
strained in their behaviour, that I cannot but per- 
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edve mymifm unwelecMKeguoit; awleipoi Mamg 
yeraoQs deserving of esteenn and wk^cettainly hmvc 
• value for me, it is too evident that generaUy wl^eii* 
ever I oome, I tbiow. a dttlnefla'oiver the whde eoa>- 
pany, that I am entefftaioed vith a fonMk stiff ctvi- 
Hty, and that tbcy are glad ^hen I am MAj g«e« 

How bitter miiat this kind of reoqpiioB be to one 
IbrBied to inspire delight, adniratiQB, and lovel 
To one capable of answering and rewar^ng tbe 
greatest warmth and delicacy «f seotiments! 

I was bred up among a set of exoellent people 
who affiectbnately loved me, and treated me with 
the utmost honour and respect. It would be te- 
dious to rdafee the variety of my adventures, mA 
strange vidssitudes of my fortune in many dl^Ee- 
lent countries. Here in England there was a time 
when I lived according to my hearf s dtsive. When* 
ever I appeared, public assemblies a py w ite d for 
my reception were crowded with persons of quality 
and fsshion, early drest as for a court, to pay me 
their devoirs. Cheerful hospitality every where 
crowned my board, and I was looked upon in every 
country parish as a kind of sodal bond between 
the 'squire, the parson, and the tenants. The la* 
hoffious poor eveiy where blest my appearance: 
they do still, and keep their best dotbes to do me 
honour; though as much as I delight in tlie hone^ 
country folks, they do now and then throw a pot of 
ale at my head, and sometimes an unlucky boy will 
drive hb cridcet«ball full in my face. 

Even in these my best days there were persons 
who thought me too demure and grave. 1 must 
forsooth bgr all means be instructed by foreign 
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masters, Md taaght to dance md play. This me- 
thod, of education was so contrary to my genius, 
formed for mudi aoUer entertainments, that it 
did not suceeed at aU. 

I feU next into the hands of a vary different set. 
They were so excessively scandalised at the gaiety 
of my appeanmoe, as not only to despoil me of the 
foreign fopperies, the paint and the patehes that I 
had been tricked oat with by my last misjudging 
tutors, bat they robl>ed me of every innocent orna- 
ment I had from my infieincy been used to gather 
in the fields and gaordens ; nay, they blacked my 
fiiee, and covered me all ovet with a habit of 
mooming, and that too very coarse and awkward. 
I was now obliged to spend thy whole life in hear- 
ing sermons ; nor permitted so much as to smile 
upon any occasion. 

In this melancholy disguise I became a perfect 
bugbear to all children, and young folks. Where- 
ever I came there was a general hush, and imme- 
diate stop to all pleasantness of look or discourse ; 
and not being permitted to talk with them in my 
own language at that time, they took such a dis- 
gust to me in those tedious hours of yawning, that 
having transmitted it to their children, I cannot 
now be heard, though it is long since I have re- 
covered my natural form, and pleasing tone of 
voice. Would they but receive my visits kindly, 
and listen to what I could tell them — let me* say 
it without vanity — how charming a companion 
should I be ! to every one could I talk on the sub- 
jects most interesting and most pleasing. With 
the great and ambitious, I would discourse of 
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honours and advancementi, of diatioctioBa to wUch 
the whole world should be witaess, of unenvied 
dignities and durable prefenneots. To the rich I 
would tell of inexhaustible treasures, and the sore 
method to attain them. 1 would teaeh them to 
put out their money on the best inteiest, and in«- 
struct the lovers of [deasure how to secure and 
improve it to the highest degree. The beautj 
should learn of me how to preserve an everlasting 
bloom. To the afficted I would adminiater com* 
fort, and relaxation to the bu^. 

As I dare promise myself you will attest the 
truth of all I have advanced, there is no doubt but 
many will be desirous of improving their acquaint- 
ance with me ; and that I may not he thought too 
difficult, 1 will teU you, in short, how I wish to be 
received. 

You must know I equally hate lazy idleness and 
hurry. I would every where be welcomed at a to« 
lerably early hour with decent good*huaiour and 
gratitude. I must be attended in the great halls, 
peculiarly appropriated to me, with respect; but I 
do not insist upon finery : propriety of appearance^ 
and perfect neatness, is all I require. I must at 
dinner be treated with a temperate, but d^eriiil 
social meal; both the neighbours and the poor 
should be the better for me. Some time I must 
have tHe-OrUte with my kind entertainers, and the 
rest of my visit should be spent in pleasant walks 
and airings among sets of agreeable pec^le, in such 
discourse as 1 shall naturally dictate, or in reading 
some few selected out of those numberless books 
that are dedicated to me, and go by my mune. A 
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name tlttt» alas! as die world stands at present, 
makes them oftener thrown aside than taken up. 
As these oonTersatknis and books should be both 
weO chosen, to give some advice on that head may 
possibly fiimish you with a future paper, and uiy 
thing you shall offier on my behalf will be of great 
service to. 

Good Mr Ramblbb, 

Your fiiithful Friend fmd Servant, 

SUNDAY. 
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JVm ego memhtoi amrim dtfmdere mores, 
Faiioque pro viHU arma tenere meis^ orw. 

Corrupted manners I shall ne'er defend ; 

Nor^ fidaely witty> for my fiiults contend.— —slphikston. 

Though the fidlibility of man's reason, and the 
narrowness of his knowledge, are very liba:ally 
confessed, yet the conduct of those who so will^ 
ingiy admit the weakness of human nature, seems 
to discover that this acknowledgment is not al- 
together sincere ; at least, that most make it with 
a tadt reserve in fiivour of themselves, and that 
i^th whatever ease they give up the claim of their 
neighbours, they are desirous of being thought ex* 
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error in their opinions. 

Th? certmn and ol^tintte opposition, which ve 
fMy Q\mrre n>«de to confutation bpwevw cbuut, 
wd to reproof bovrever tender^ is an undoiilileit 
argufiu^ntp that some iormm% privilege i» tkought 
to be attacked ; for as no man can loae what he 
neither possesses, nor imagines himself to possess, 
or be defrauded of that to which be has no right, 
it is reasonable to suppose that those who l»radc 
out into fury at the softest contradiction, or the 
slightest censure, since they apparently conclude 
thefl[iiet¥efi injured, must fancy some ancient im- 
munity violated, or some natural pren^tive in- 
vaded. To be mistaken, if they thought them- 
selves liable to mistake, could not be considered 
either as shameful or wonderful, and they would 
not receive vith sq much emotion inteUigenoe 
which only informed them of what they knew be- 
fore, nor struggle with such earnestness ajpiinst an 
attack that deprived them of nothing to which they 
held themselves entitled. 

It is related of one of the philosophers, that when 
an account was brought him of his son's death, he 
received it only with this reflection, / knew that 
my sm v>€ks wortd. He that is convinced of an 
error, if he had the same knowledge of bis own 
wmknes^k would, instead of straining for artifieei, 
and brooding malignity, only regard sueh ov^- 
sights as the app^sdages of humwity, and pacify 
htmseif with oonuderii^ that he had always known 
man to be a fallible being* 
. If it be true that mo^ of our passtom are excited 
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hf the oorritjT of objects, there is little reason for I 
doubting, tliat to be considered as subject to fid* / 
lacies of ratiocination, or imperfiBction of know- 
ledge, 18 to 8 great part of mankind entirely new ; 
for it is impossible to fall into ;any company where ^ 
these is not some regular and estaUisbed subordip 
nation, without finding rage and vehemence pro* 
duced only by difference of sentiments about things 
in which neither of the disputants have any other 
interest, tlian what proceeds from their mutual un- 
willingness to give way to any opinion that may 
bring upon them the disgrace of being wrong. 

I have heard of one that; having advanced some 
erroneous doctrines in philosq>hy, refused to see 
tbe experiments by which they wem confuted: 
und tbe observation of every day will give new 
prooft with how much industry subterfuges and 
evasions are sought to dedine the pressure of re* . ^ 
3i$tles8 arguments, how often the state of the ques- 
tion is altered, bow often the antagonist is wilfully 
noisrepresented, and in how much perplexity the 
dearest positions are involved by thme whom they 
happen to oppose* 

Of all mortals none seem to have been more in* 
feeted with this species of vanity, than the race of 
writers, whose reputation arising solely from their 
understanding, gives them a very delicate sensiU- 
lity of any violence attempted on their literary ho- 
nour. It is not uni^easing to remark with what 
sdidtude men of acknowledged abilities will endea- 
v#ur to palliate absurdities and reconcile contra- 
dictions, only to obviate criticisms to which all hu- 
man p^wmances must ever be exposed, and from. 
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whidi they era never suffer, but when thej teach the 
world, by a vain and ridiculous impatience, to 
think them of importance. 

Dryden, whose warmth of hney^ and haste of 
composition, very frequently hurried him into in- 
iu^curades, heard himself sometimes exposed to ri- 
dioule for having said in one of his tragedies, 

I follow £ite^ which does too ^t pursue. 

That no man could at once follow and be foHowed 
was, it may be thought, too plain to be long dis- 
puted; and the truth is, that Dryden was appa- 
rently betrayed into the blunder by the double 
meaning of the word Fate, to which in the former 
pert of the verse he had annexed the idea of For- 
tune, and the latter that of Death; so that the 
sense only was, ^ though pursued by Death, I will 
not resign myself to despair, but will follow For- 
tune, and do and suffer what is appointed.** This, 
however, was not completely expressed, and Dry- 
den being determined not to give way to bis cri- 
tics never confessed that he had been surprised 
by an ambiguity ; but finding ludiily in Virgil an 
account of a man moving in a circle, with this ex- 
pression, Et se sequiturquejngitquet ^ Here,** says 
he, ** is the passage in imitation of which I wrote 
** the line that my critics were pleased to .con^ 
*' demn as nonsense ; not but I may sotnetimes write 
^ nonsense, though they have not' the fortune to 
•• find it.** 

Every one sees the folly of such mean doub- 
lings to escape the pursuit of criticism ; nor is 
there a single re«l« of this poet, who would not 
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have paid him greater veneration, badhe shewn 
consciousness enough of his own superiority to set 
such cavils at defiance, and owned that he some- ^ 
times slipped into errors by the tumult of his ima- 
gination, and the mukitude of his ideas. 

It is happy when this temper discovers itself 
only in little things, whidi may be right or wrong 
without any influence on the virtue or happiness 
of mankind. We may, with very little inquietude, 
see a man persist in a project which he has found 
to be impracticable, live in an inconvenient house 
because it was contrived by himself, or wear a coat 
of a particular cut, in hopes by perseverance to 
bring it into fashion. These are indeed fdlies, but 
they are only follies, and, however wild or ridicu- 
lous, can very little affect others. 

But such pride, once indulged, too frequently 
operates upon more important ol^ects, and inclines 
men not only to vindicate their errors, but their 
vices ; to persist in practices whidi their own hearts 
condemn, only lest they should seem to feel re- 
proaches, or be mad^ wiser by the advice of others ; 
or to search fyr sophisms tending to the confusion 
of all principles, and the evacuation of all duties, 
that they may not ^>pear to act what they are not 
able to defend. 

Jjet every man, who finds vanity ao &r pl«d<Hni- 
nant, as to betray him to the danger o( this last 
d^ree of corruption, pause a moment ^to consider 
what will be the cmisequences of the plea whidi 
he is about to offer for a practice to which he 
knows himself not led at first by reason, but im- 
pdkd by the violence of desire^ surprised by the 
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aoddttneis of passion, or sednoed by die soft s|^ 
proaoheg of teiDirtation, and by imperceptible gra- 
dafcioos of guik. Let him eoDoder what he is going 
to coinikiit, by forcing his understanding to patro- 
nise those appetites^ which it is its chief business to 
hinder and reform. 

The esuse of virtue requires so tittle art to de* 
fiend it» and good and evil, when they have been 
once shewn, are so easily distinguished, that sudi 
apologists seldom gain proselytes to their party, 
nor have their &Uacies power to deceive any but 
those whose desires have douded their discern- 
ment All that the best faculties thus employed 
can perform is, to persuade the hearers .that the 
man is hopeless whom they only thought vicious, 
that corruption has passed from his manners to his 
principles, that all endeavours for his recov^ are 
without prospect d success, and that nothing re- 
mains but to avoid him as infectious, or hunt him 
down- as destructive. 

But if it be supposed that he may impose on his 
audience by partial representatipns of consequences, 
intricate deductions of remote causes, or perplexed 
combinations of ideas, which having various rda- 
tions appear different as viewed on difierent sides ; 
that he may sometimes puzzle the weak and well* 
meaning, and now and then seduce, by the admi- 
ration of his abilities, a young mind still fluctuat- 
ing in unsettled notions, and neither fortified by 
instruction ncnr enlightened by experience; yet 
what must be the event of such a triumph ! A 
roan cannot spend all this life in frolic: age, or 
disease^ or solitude, wiU biing some hours of sen- 
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ovft oonfidenitaoo, and k will th«D affiird n^ oom« 
fcnrt to tbtnk, tbat be his extended the dominion 
of vice, that be has loaded himself with the crimes 
of others, and can never know the extent of bis 
own widtedneas, or make raparation for the mis* 
chief tbat he has caused. There is not, perfaapa^ 
in all the stores of ideal anguish, a thoaght more 
painful, than the consciousness of having propa^ 
gated corruption by vitiating principles, of having 
not only drawn others from the paths of virtue 
but blocked up the way by which they should re- 
tarns of having blinded than to every beaaty but 
the paint of pleasure, and deafened tliem to every 
call hut the alluring voice of the syrens of destme* 
tion. 

There is yet another danger in this praetiee: 
men who cannot deceive others, are very often 
successful in deceiving themselves; they weave 
their sophistry till their own reason is entan|^e4 
and repeat their positions tiU they are credifeed by 
themselves ; by often contending, they grow na^ 
cere in the cause ; and by long wishing for demon* 
strative arguments, they at last bring themselves 
to fancy that they have found them. They are 
then at the uttermost verge of wickedness, and 
may die without having that light rekindled in 
their minds, which their own pride and contumacy 
have extinguished. 

The men who can be charged with fewest fail- 
ings, either with respect to abilities or virtue, are 
generally most ready to allow them; for, not to 
dwell on things of solemn and awful consideration, 
the humility of confessor^, the tears of saints, and 
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the djring terron of persons eraioent for ^^ety 
and innocenoe, it is wdl known thit Cessar wrote 
m aooount of the errors committed by bim in bit 
w«rs of Gaul» and tbat Hippocvates; wbose name 
is perhaps in rational estimatkui gn^bet than 
CsMar% warned posterity against a mistake into 
wbidi be bad fallen. ^ So modi,'' says Cdsus, does 
the open and artless confesrion of an errw become 
a man oonsdoas tbat be has enough remaining to 
support bis character.*' 

As all errw is meanness, it is incumbent on 
^erery man who consults bis own dignity, to retract 
k as soon as be discovers it, without fearing any 
censure so much as tbat of bis own mind. As jus- 
tice requires tbat all injuries should be repaired, it 
is the duty ci bim who has seduced othars by bad 
practices or false notions, to endeavour that such 
as have adopted bis errors should know bis re- 
traction, and tbat those who have learned vice by 
bis example^ should by bis example be taught a- 
mendment. 
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"Off-rei Tl ittifc^vifia't rvy^eui j^^^rci SyAi* 8;^K0'iy, 

*l»94m a wfimt iB«l«r«f ?v»»|. ■ ' P YTHAG. 

Of all the woes that load the mortal state, 
Whate'er thy portion, mildly meet thy iate ; 
But ease it as thou can'st— — elphinston. 

So large a port <^ human life posses in a state oon- 
trary to our natural desires^ that one of the prin- 
dpal topics of moral instruction is the art <^ 
bearing calamiti^. And such is the certainty of 
evilt that it is the duty of every man to furnish his 
mind with those* principles that may enable him to 
act under it with decency and propriety. 

The sect of ancient phiksophers, that boasted 
to have carried this necessary science to the highest 
pei&ctiQQ» were the st<^, or scholars of Zeno^ 
whose wild enthusiastic virtue pretended to an 
exemption from the sensibilities of unenlightened 
mortals, and who proclaimed themselves exalted, 
by the doctrines of their sect, above the readi of 
those miseries which embitter life to the rest <^ 
the world. They therefore removed pain, poverty, 
lossT of friends, exile, and violent death, from the 
catalogue of evils; and passed, in their haughty 
style, a kind of irreveruble deoree, by which they 
f<Mrbad them to be counted any Imiger among the 
objects of terror or anxiety, or to give any dis- 
turbance to the tranquillity of a wise man. 
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Thii edict was, I think, not univasdly observed ; 
§at though mie of the more resolute, when he was 
fantured by a violent disease, cried out, that let 
pain harass him to its utmost power, it should ne- 
ver force him to consider it as other than indiflfe- 
rent and neutral ; yet all had not stubbornness to 
hold out against their, senses ; for a weaker pupil 
of Zeno is recorded to have confessed in the an- 
guish of the gout, that he nowjimnd pain to he an 
evil 

It may however be questioned, whether these 
philosophers can be very properly Dombered aoMrig 
the teachers of patience ; for if pain be not an evit^ 
there seems no instruction requisite bow it may be 
borne; and therefore, when tbey endeavoot to am 
their folkweis with arguments agaiwt it, tb^ may 
be thought to have ^v«i up their first position* 
But such incDDttstencies are to be, expected firom 
the greatest understandings, when tbey endeavour 
to grow eminent by singularity^ and employ tbehr 
strength in establisbing opinions opporite to nature. 

The controversy about the reaHty of extotMl 
evik is now at an end. That life has many mise- 
ries, and that those miseries are, sometimes at 
least; equal to all the powers of fortitude, ia tiow 
oniversally confessed*, and tberefore It Is useAd 
to consider not only how we may escape them, 
but by what means those wbieh either the aed- 
denta of affinrs, or the infirmities of nature, must 
bring opon us, mi^ be mit^afied and tighteiied, 
md how we may moke those hours less wretched, 
wbkh the amdstioa of our pfMeftt existence will 
not aUow to be ^eiy happy. 
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The cure tof the greatest part of hutnan mberies 
is not radical, but paUiatiTe. Icfeticity is involved 
in: corporeal nature, and interwoven with our. being ; 
all attempts therefore to decline it wholly are use- 
less and vain : the armies of pain send their arrows 
against us on every side, the choice is only between 
those which are more or less dbarp, or tinged with 
poison of greater or less malignity ; and the strong- 
est armour wfaidi reason can supply, will only blunt 
their points, but cannot repel them. 

The great remedy whidi heaven has put in oar 
hands is patience, by which, tkmgh we cannot 
leasen the torments of the body, we can in a great 
measure preserve the peace of tbe mind, and shall 
au£fer only the natural and genuine fi>rce of an evil, 
without heightening its acrimony, or prolonging 
its effects. 

There is indeed nothing more unsuitable to the 
nature of man in any calamity than rage and tur* 
iNilenoe, which, without examining whether they 
are not sometimes impious, are at least always o& 
iensive, and incline others rather to hate and de- 
spise than to pity and assist us. If what we snSet 
has been brought upon us by ourselves, it is ob* 
served by an ancient poet, that patience is eminent- 
ly our duty, since no one should be angry at feel- 
ing that which he has deserved 

Lemier e» merito qtncquidpaiiarejtrendum est 
Let pain deterred without oompkint be borne. 

And surely, if we are conscious that we have not 
contributed to our own sufferings, if punishment 
falls upon innocence, or disappointment happens 
to industry and prudence, patience, whether more 

VOL. IV. p 
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or mt, i& OMieh eM«r, flinoe our fiio is 
thm wHhoot ag^^vrtioQ, lod we hftve not the 
bitttrness of nnone to add to tbt mfeanty of mil- 
£attime. 

In thote evib whioh are alloted to ii§ by Frovif- 
deMe;^ suoh as delbmity, pri¥atioo of any <^ tlie 
wneest oroldagf, it it always to be remembared, 
<^ impatience can have no preeent eflfed; but to 
deprive us of . tbe Qotisdbtiona whidi our oooditioD 
admits, by driving away from us those by whose eou^ 
vmssiioii or adviee we might be amused or bdped ; 
and that with regard to futurity it is yet less to he 
justified, since, without lessening the pain, it outs 
off the hope of that reward wUoh he, fay whom it 
is infiieted, will oonfa upon them that bear it wdL 

In all ^vils whieh admit a remedy, impatlenoe is 
to be avmded, because it wastes that time and att^i* 
tun in compiiints, that, if prcqpaiy applied, might 
remove the cause. Tumne, among theadmow* 
kdgements whidi he used to pay iu conversation to 
the memory of those by whom be had been instruot* 
ed in the art of war, maitioned one with honour, 
who taught him not to spend his time in cBKrettiqg 
any mistake wbidi he had made, but to set himself 
immediately and vigorously to repair it 

Patience and submission are very carefully to be 
distinguished from cowardice and indolence. We 
are not to repine, but we may lawfully struggle ; for 
the calamities of life, like the neces^ties of nature, 
are calls to labour and exerdses of diligence. Whoi 
we feel any pressure of distress, we are not to eon* 
dude that we can only obey the wiU of heaven by 
languishing under iU any more than whm we per* 
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edve the prni df thint* we aie to imagiiie that wa- 
ta is prdiibited. Of misfortotie it never can be esN 
iaifily known whether, at prooetdiiig fttim the hand 
of God, it is an act of favour or of puntshaieBt : but 
since all the ordinary dispensatiom of Provideaoe 
are to be interpreted according to the genetml ana- 
logy of tilings, we may oondude that we have a right 
to remove one inoonvenience as well as another ; 
that we are <nily to take eare tost we purchase ease 
with guilt ; and that our Maker's purpose, whether 
of reward or severity, will be answered by the hu 
bonis which he lays us under the neoessily of per* 
finrming. 

This duty is not more difficult in any state than 
in diseases intensely painful, which may indeed sii£* 
jRev such ezacerbati(Mis as seem to strain the powen 
of life to theur utmost stretch, and leave very little of 
the attention vacant to prec^t or repiocrfl In this 
state the nature of man requires some indulgence^ 
and every extnvBgmce but impiety may be easily 
fbrgiven him« Yet, lest we should think ourselves 
too soon entitled to the mournful privileges of hro* 
sistible misery, it is proper to reflect, that the utmost 
aoiguish which human wit can contrive, or human 
malice can inflict, has been borne with constancy ; 
and that if the pains of disease be, as I bdieve they 
ate, sometimes greater than those of artificial tor- 
ture, they are therefore in their own nature shorter: 
tlie vital frame is quickly broken, or the union be* 
tween soul and body is for a time suspended by in« 
sensibility, and we soon cease to feel our maladies 
when they once become too violent to be home. I 
tbtnk there is some reason for questioakig whether 
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the body and mind «re not ao [m>p(Nrtioiied, that the 
one can bear all that can be inflicted on the other, 
whether virtue cannot stand its ground as long as 
life, and whether a soul well principled will not be 
separated sooner than subdued. 

In calamities which operate chiefly on our pas- 
sions, sudi as diminution of fortune, loss of friends, 
or declennon of character, the chief dangar of im- 
patience is upon the firrt attack, and many expe- 
dients have been contrived, by which the blow may 
be broken. Of these the most general precept is, 
not to take pleasure in any thii^, of which it is not 
in our power to secure the possession to ourselves. 
This counsel, when we consider the enjoyment of 
any terrestrial advantage, as (^>posite to a ccmstant 
and habitual solicitude for future felidty, is un- 
doubtedly just, and delivered by that authcnfy 
which cannot be disputed, but in any other sense, is 
it not like advice, not to walk lest we should stum- 
ble, or not to see lest our eyes sliould light upon 
deformity ? It seems to me reasonable to enjoy bless- 
ings with confidence, as well as to resign them with 
submission, and to hope for the continuance of good 
which we possess without insolence or voluptuous- 
ness, as for the restitution of that which we lose 
without despondency or murmurs. 

The chief security against the fruitless anguish 
of impatience, must arise from frequent reflection 
on the wisdom and goodness of the God of nature, 
in whose hands are riches and poverty, honour and 
disgrace, pleasure and pain« and life and death. A 
settled conviction of the tendency of every thing to 
our good, and of the possibility c^ turning miseries 
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into happiness, by receiving them rightly, will in- 
cline us to ^ Mess the name of the hord, whether 
V he gives or tak^ away.** 



No. 88. TUESDAY, JULY 10, 1760. 
Q$od caret aUema rt^uie duralnle ntm est. ovid. 
Alternate rest and labour long endure. 

In the early ages of the world, as is well known to 
those who are versed in ancient traditions, when 
innocence was yet untainted, and simplicity una- 
dulterated, mankind was happy in the enjoyment 
of continual pleasure, and constant plenty, undar 
the protection of Rest ; a gentle divinity, who re- 
quired of her worshippers neither altars nor sacri- 
fices, and whose rites were only performed by pros^ 
tn^ons upon turft of flowers in shades of jessamine 
and myrtle, or by dances on the banks of rivers 
flowing with milk and nectar. 

Under this easy government the first generations 
breathed the fragrance of perpetual spring, ate the 
firuits, which, without culture, fell ripe into their 
hands, and slept under boWers arched by nature^ 
with the birds singing over their heads, and the 
beasts sporting about them. But by degrees they 
b^an to lose their original integrity ; eacli, thou^ 
there was more than enough for all, was desirous of 
appropriating part to himsdf. Then entered Vio- 
lence and Fraud, and Theft and Rapine, Soon after 
Pnde and Envy broke into the world, and brought 
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witk them a new sfcandtid of weallfa ; for men, wl» 
till then tfaougbt themtelYes rich when tbejr waafe* 
ed nothing, now rated their demttids, not by the 
caUfl of nature^ but by the plenty of others; and be- 
gan tp consider themselves as poor, when they be- 
hdd their own possessions ^exceeded by those of 
their nei^bouis. Now only one could be happy, 
because only one could have most, and that one 
was always in danger, lest the same arts by whidi 
he had supplanted others should be practised upon 
himself. 

Amidst the prevalence of this corruption, the 
stale of the earth was changed ; the year was di- 
vided into seasons; part of the gioimd became 
barren, and the test yielded only berries, aoimis, 
and herbs. The summer and autumn indeed fiuv 
nished a coarse and indegant sufficiency, but win- 
ter was without any relief ; Famine, witii a thou- 
sand diseases which the inclemency <^ the air in- 
vited into the upper regions, made havoc among 
mea^ and there appeared to be danger lest they 
should be destroyed before they were reformed. 

To oppose the devastations of Famine, iwho scat- 
tered the ground every where with carcases. La* 
hour came down upon earth. Labour was the son 
of Necessity, the nurseling q£ Hop^ and the pn- 
pil of Art ; he had the strength of his motiier, the 
qpirit of his nurse, and the dexterity of his gover- 
ness. His &ce was wrinkled with the wind, and 
swarthy with the sun ; he had the implements of 
husbandry in one hand, with which he turned up 
the earth ; in the other he had the tods of archi- 
tecture and raised walb and towers at his plea- 
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(Mire. He cdkd oat with a rotigli voice, ^ Mor- 
** tids f see heve the power to whom you ate ooo^ 
** dgned, and from whom you are to hope fdf all 
^ yottr pleasures^ and all your safety. You have 
^ long hmgttiiAied under the dominion of Rest, m 
^ impotent and deceitful goddess, who can neither 
^ protect nor rdie^e you, but resigns you to the 
^ first attacks of either Famine or IMsease, and 
^ suJS^t^ her shades to be Invaded by every enemy, 
^ and destroyed by every accident 

^ Awake therefore to the call of Labour. I witt 
^ teach you to remedy the sterility of the earth, 
^ and the severity of the sky ; I will compel sum- 
^mer to find provisions fbr the winter; I wiH 
^ force the waters to give you their fish, the air 
^ its fowls, and the forest its beasts ; I wiH teach 
^ you to i»eree the bowels of the earth, and bring 
^odt (Vom the caverns of the mountains metals 
^ which shall give strength to your hands^ and se^ 
^ curity to your bodies, by which you may be co« 
^* vered ftom the assaults of the fiercest beasts, and 
^* with which you shall fell the oak. and divide 
^ rocks, and subject all nature to your use and 
*• pleasure.** 

Encouraged by this magnificent invitation, the 
inhalntants of the globe considered Labour as their 
only friend, and hasted to his command. He led 
titom out to the fields and mountains, and Viewed 
them how to open mines, to fevet hills, to dndn 
marshes, and change tlie course of rivers. The 
fece of things was immediately transformed ; the 
land Was covered with towns and viiUigeS, encom- 
passed with fields of com, and plantations of fruit- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



216 THS RAM ALEB. Mb. $8. 

trees ; and nothiiig wm aeen bid; Ii6i^ cf grwi, 
and baskets of fruity full tables, and^rowded store- 
houses, r 

Thus Labour and bis foOowers added ev&y 
hour new acquisilions to their oonqoests, and saw 
Famine gradually dispossessed <d his dominioDs ; 
till at last, amidst their jolHty and triomphs, they 
were depressed and amazed by the approach of Las- 
situde, who was known by h&t sunk eyes and de- 
jected countenance. She came fi>rwaid trembling 
and groaning; at every groan the hearts of all 
those that beheld her lost thdr oourage, theur 
nerves slackened, their hands shook, and the in* 
struments of labour fell from thdr grasp. 

Shocked with this horrid phantom, they reflected 
with regret on their easy compliance widi the so- 
licitaticMis <^ Labour, and began to wish again for 
the golden hours which they remembered to have 
passed under the reign of Rest ; whom they re- 
solved again to visit, and to whom they intended 
to dedicate the remaining part of their lives. 
Best had not left the ' world ; they quickly found 
her, and to atone for their former desertion, in- 
vited her to the enjoyment of those acquisitions 
which Labour had procured them. 

Rest therefore took leave of the groves and val- 
leys, which she had hitherto inhabited, and ento^ 
into palaces, reposed herself in alcoves, and slum- 
bered away the winter upon beds of down, and the 
summer in artificial grottos with cascades playing 
before her. There was indeed always something 
wanting to complete her felicity, and she ooidd 
never lull her returning fugitives to that serenity 
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which they knew before thdr engagements with 
Labour : Nor was her dominion entirely witiiout 
control, for she was obliged to share it with Lux- 
ury, though she always looked upon her as a &lse 
friend, by whom her influenee was in reali^ de- 
stroyed, while it seemed to be promoted. 

The two soft associates, however, reigned for 
some time without visible disagreement, till at last 
Luxury betrayed ber charge, and let in Disease 
to seise upon her worshippers. Rest then flew 
away, and left the place to the usurpers ;/ who. em- 
ployed all their arts to fortify themselves in their 
possession, and to strengthen the interest of each 
other. 

Rest had not always the same enemy ; in some 
places she esciqped the incursions of. Disease; but 
had her residence invaded by a more slow and 
subtle intruder, for very frequently, when every 
thing was composed and quiet, when there was 
nrither pain within, nor danger without, when 
every flower was in Uoom, and every gale freighted 
with perfiimes, Satiety would enter with a hm- 
guishing and repining look, and throw herself upon 
the couch placed and adorned for the accommo- 
dation of ]Elest. No sooner was she seated than 
a general gloom spread itself on 6very side, the 
groves immediately lost their verdure, and their 
inhabitants desbted from their melody, the breese 
sunk in sighs, and the flowers contracted their 
leaves, and shut up their odours. Nothing was 
seen on every side but multitudes wandering about 
they knew not whether, in quest they knew not of 
what ; no voice was beard but of complaints that 
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aientioMd no {nbd, md smnnait that obuld Uil 
cfDO nnsfortune. 

Kest had now lost bcfer authcmtj. Her folfeweis 
Mffian began to treat fatr widi oontmpt ; aome of 
them united theraaeWea tnore eloariy to Luxury, 
who promised hy ber arti to drive Satiety away ; 
and others, that were more wise, or had more for- 
titude^ went baek again to Labour, by whom they 
were indeed protected from Satiety, but delivered 
up in time to Lassitude, and finreed by tier to the 
bowers of Rest* 

Thus Rest and Labour equally perceived their 
mgn of short duration and uncertain tenure, and 
their empire liable to inroads from those who were 
alilie enemies to both. They each found their sub- 
jects unfidthful, and ready to desert them upon 
every opportunity. Labour saw the riches which 
be had given always carried away ai an oSnring to 
Rest, and Rest found her votaries in every ex- 
igoioe flying from tier to beg bdp of Labour 
Tliey, therefor^ at last determined upou an inters 
view, in which they agreed to divide the worid be- 
tween them, and govern it alteinately, ailottii^ 
the dominion of the day to one, and that of the 
night to the other, and promised to guard the fron- 
tiers o£ each other, so that, whenever hoatilities 
were attempted. Satiety should be intercepted by 
Labour, and Lasutude expeDed by Rest Thus 
tte andent quarrel waa appeased, and as hatred is 
dien succeeded by its contrary. Rest irfterwards 
became pregnant by Labour, and was deKvered of 
Heakb, a benevolent goddess, who consolidated 
the union of her parents^ and oositribated to the 
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Mgnlar vidstttudes c£ tbeir reigo, by dlq^ming 
her gifts to those only who shared Ihea lives in 
just propcHTtioiis between Best and Laboar. 



No. 84, SATURDAY, JULY 14, 1750. 



N on sine vano 
Aurarum et sUva mtf^-*«*-"Hoa. 

Alarm'd idth ev'ry rising gale. 

In ev'ry wood^ in ev'ry vale.— — elfhinston. 

I HAVE been censured for having hitherto de£«» 
cated so few of my speculations to the ladies; 
and indeed the nunralist, whose instructions are 
accommodated only to one half of the human spe^ 
des, must be confessed not suffidaiUy to have ex« 
tended his views. Yet it, is to be considered, that 
masculine duties affi>rd more room for oounsek and 
observations^ as they are less uniform, and con« 
nected with things more sul^ect to vidssitude and 
accident; we therefore find that in philosopfaicd 
discourses which teach by precept, or historical 
narratives that instruct by example, the peculiar 
virtues or faults of womm fill but a small part ; 
perhaps generally too small, for so much of our 
domestic happiness is m tbdr hands, and their 
influence is so great upon our earliest years, that 
the universal interest of the world requires them 
to be well instructed in their province ; nor can it 
be thought proper that the qualities by which so 
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mueh pain or pleasure may be given^ should be 
Idt to the directicm of vhanee. 

I have, tfaereftire, willingly given a place in my 
paper to a letter, which perhaps may not be wholly 
useless to them whose chief ambition i; to please, 
as it shews how certainly the end is missed by ab- 
surd and injudicious endeavours at dfetinction. 

To the RAMBLER. 

8IKy 

I AM a young gentleman at my own disposal, with 
a considerable estate; and having passed through 
the common forms of education, spent some time 
in foreign countries, and made myself distinguished 
since my return in the politest company, I am now 
arrived at that part of life in which every man is ex- 
pected to settle, and provide for the continuation 
of his lineage. I withstood for some time the soli- 
citations and remonstrances of my aunts and uncles, 
but at last was persuaded to visit Anthea, an heiress, 
whose land lies contiguous to mine, and whose birth 
and beauty are without objection. Our friends de- 
dared that we were born for each other, all those 
on both sides who had no interest in hindering our 
union, contributed to promote it, and were conspir- 
ing to hurry us into matrimony, before we had an 
opportunity of knowing one another. I was, how- 
ever, too old to be given away without my own con- 
sent ; and having happened to pick up an opinion, 
which to many of my relations seemed extremely 
odd, that a man might be unhappy with a large 
estate, determined to obtain a nearer knowledge of 
the person with whom I was to pass the Remainder 
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of my time. To protract the courtship was by bo 
means difficult, for Anthea bad a wonderful fiMulitjr 
of evading questions which I sddom repeated, and 
of barring approaches which I had no great eager^ 
,ness to press. 

Thus the time passed away in visits and civilidet 
widiout any ardent professions of love, or formdi 
offers of settlements. I often attended her to pub- 
lie places, in which, as is well known, all be- 
haviour IS so much regulated by custom, that very 
little insight can be gained into the private cha^ 
racter, and therefore I was not yet aUe to infimn 
myself of her humour and inclinations. 

At last I ventured to propose fo her to make 
one of a small party, and spend a day in viewing 
a seat and gardens a few miles distant ; and havings 
upon her compliance, collected the rest of the com- 
pany, I brought, at the hour, a coach which I had 
borrowed from an acquaintance, having delayed to 
buy one myself, till 1 should have ah. opportunity 
of taking the lady's opinion for whose use it was 
intended. Anthea came down, but as she was going 
to step into the coach, started back with great ap- 
pearance of terror, and told us that she durst not 
enter, for the shocking colour of the lining had so 
much the air of the mourning-coach in which she 
followed her aunt's funeral three years before, that 
she should never have her poor dear aunt out of her 
head. 

I knew that it was not for lovers to argue with 
their mistresses ; I therefore sent back the eoaefa, 
and got another more gay. Into this we all en- 
tered, the ooaehman began to driven and we were 



Digitized by 



Googk 



ftl THE RAKBLXR. Kb. 94. 

amudng oimcSTn wilk the expeetRtkm of ytioLt 
we should tee, when, upon a small inolinatkxi cf 
ibe carriage, Andiea soreasied out, that we were 
orertfarowiL We were obliged to fiv all our aU 
tention upon her, which she took care to keep up 
by renewing her outcries, at ewprj ooroer where 
we had occasion to turn ; at hitervals she enter- 
tained us with fretful complaints of the oneadness 
of the coach, and obliged me to call several tunes 
' en the ooachman to take care and drive without 
jolting. The poor fellow endeavoured to please 
us, and therefore moved verjr slowly, till Anthea 
found out that this pace would only keep us longer 
on the stones, ahd desired that I would order him 
to make more speed; He whipped his horses, the 
coach joked again, and Anthea very complaisantly 
tfcAd us how much she repented that she made 
one of our company. 

At last we got into the smooth road, and began 
to think our ^ItfScnlties at an end, when, on a sud- 
den, Anthea saw a brook befiMre us, which she could 
not venture to pass. We were, therefi)re, obliged 
to al%ht, that we might walk over the bridge; but 
when we came to it, we found it so narrow, that 
Anthea durst not set h&t foot upon it, and was con- 
tent, after long consultation, to call the coadi back, 
atid with innumerable precautions, terrors, and 
lamentations^ crossed the brook. 

It was necessary after this delay, to amend our 
pace, and directions were accordingly given to the 
coachman, when Anthea informed us, that it was 
common fi>r the axle to catch foe with a quick mo- 
tion, and begged of cne to look out wery minute 
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]e8t wtt should all be omsumod. I was fwoed to 
obey, and ghre ber ftom time to time the most 
sid^an dechunattoos that all was safe, and that I 
hoped we should reaeh the plaoe without losing 
our lives either by fire or water. 

Thus we passed on, over ways soft and haid, 
with move or less speed, but always with new vi. 
cissitudes of anxiety. If the ground was hard, we 
were jolted ; if soft, we were sinking. If we went 
&st, we should be overturned ; if slowly, we should 
never reach the place. At length she saw some- 
diing which she called a doud, and began to oon» 
aider that at that time of the year it frequently 
thundered. This seemed to be the capital terror,, 
for after that the coach was suffered to move on ; 
and np duiger was thought too dreadful to be en» 
eountered, provided she could get into a house be- 
fore the thunder. 

Thus our whole conversation passed in dangers^ 
and c&res, and fears, and consolations, and stories 
of ladies dragged in the mire, forced to spend all 
the night on a heath, drowned in rivers, or burnt 
with lightning; and no sooner had a hairbreadth 
escape set us free from one calamity, but we weie 
thrratened with another. 

At length we reached the house where we m^ 
tended to regale ourselves, and I proposed to An« 
thea the choice of a great number of dishes, which 
the plaoe^ being well provided for entertainment 
happened to afford. She made some objection to 
every thing that was offered ; one thing she hated 
at that time of the year, another she could not bear 
iiiiee she had seen it spoiled at bdy Feedwdl'ls 
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Ukie^ another she was stue they ooold not jhrenst 
tills house, and another she could not toudi with^ 
out Frendi sauee. At last she fixed her mind upcm 
salmon, but there was no salmon in the house. It 
was however procured with great expedition, and 
when it came to the taUe she found that her fright 
had taken away her stomadi, which indeed she 
thought no great loss, for she could nevar believe 
that any thing at an inn could be deanly got 

Dinner was now over, and the company pro- 
posed, for I was now past the condition dFmakii^ 
overtures, that we should pursue our ori^nal de- 
sign of visiting the gardens. Anthea declared that 
she could not imagine what pleasure we expected 
&om the sight of a few green trees and a tittle 
gravel, and two or three pits of clear water; that 
tat her part she hated walking till the cod. of the 
evening, and thought it very likely to rain ; and 
again wished that she had staid at home. We then 
reconciled ourselves to our diappointmoit, and 
heffjk to talk on common subjects, when Anthea 
told us, that since we came to see gard^u, she 
would not hinder our satisfiiction. We all rose, 
and walked through the enclosures for some time, 
with no other trouble than the necessity of watch- 
ing lest a frog should hop aoross the way, which 
Anthea told us would certainly kill her, if she 
should happen to see him. 

Frogs, as it fell out, there were none; but when 
we were within a furlong of the gardens, Anthea 
saw tome sheep, and heard the wether dink his 
beU, which she was certain was not hung upon 
him for nothing, and therefore no assurances nor 
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intreaties should prevail upon her to go a step 
further ; she was sorry to disappoint the company, 
but her life was dearer to her than ceremony. 

We came back to the inn, Anthea now dis- 
eorered that there was no time to be lost in re- 
turning, for the night would come upon us, and a 
thousand misfortunes might happ^i in the dark. 
The horses were immediately harnessed, and An- 
thea haying wondered what could seduce her to 
stay so long, was eager to set out. But we had 
now a new scene of terrcn*, every man we saw 
was a robber, and we ware ordered sometimes to 
drive hard, lest a traveller whona we saw behind 
shottid- ovevtake us; and sometimes to stop, tost 
we should come up to him who was passing before 
us. She alarmed many an honest man, by begging 
bim to spare her life as he passed by the coach, 
and ditw me into fifte^i quarrels with persons who 
inofeased her freight, by kindly stopping to inquire 
wiMther tbey could assist us. Ai last we came 
hoin^ and she told her compaAy next day what a 
pleasant ride she had been taking. 

I suppose, filx^ I need not inquire of you what 
de d uc ti ens may be made from this narrative^ nor 
what bappUiess can arise from ^ society of that 
woman who mistakes cowardice for ei^pmee, and 
imagines all delicacy to consist in refening to be 
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No. 85. TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1750. 

■i N . I N an prwuba Jvno* 
Non Hymencus^ adetif non Hit Gnttia fecto. otip. 

TIltbcMit aniiraMilJtifM'# aiA they w«d ; 

New i^ywrii Mr At GniMi Urn tbe M.-~HLL?Hi^ 

7\) ihe RAMBLER. 

ftU, 

As you baT€ bitlmto ddayed the parferaiiiiee 
of the pranife^ hgr which you give as raasoo to 
hope fiiNr another paper upon matrimooy, I ima* 
gine you dcMPous of eottecdiig oiore maloiila than 
yomt own expenenoe, or obaanralioQ, tail sapply ; 
aad I shall thertfere lay eandidiy before you an ao- 
oount of my own entmnoe into the eoii|tt^ state. 

I was about eigfat-aDd4weiity yean old* when 
havmg tried the diverskms of the town ttU I bqgan 
to be weary » and beittg awakened into attantKm to 
more serious busincas, by the finhire of an attorw^ 
to whom I had implieitly trusted the eonduei of my 
featuoe, I wsolved to toke my estate into asy own 
care, and methodise my whcde life aeoordi^g to the 
strietest rules of eoonotmod prudeooe. 

In puffsuaiiee of this sdieme, I took leave of nay 
acquaintance, who dismissed me with numheileai 
jests upon my new system ; having first endeavoured 
to divert me from a design so little worthy of a man 
of wit, by ridiculous acoounts of the ignorance and 
rusticity into which many had sunk in their retire- 
ment^ after having distinguished themselves in 



Digitized by 



Google 



VO. 9$. THE RAMBLSB. mt 

taverm md playhome^ and given hqiet of rising 
to anoommon eroinenoe among the gay part of 
mankind. 

When I came first into the country, which, by a 
neglect not uncommon among young heirs, I had 
never seen since the death of my &ther, I found 
every thing in such confusioo, that bang utterly 
without practice in business, I had great difficuL ^ 
ties to encounter in disentangling the perplexities 
of my circumstances ; they however gave way to 
diligent application ; and I perceived that the ad* 
vantage <iit keeping my own accounts would very 
much overbalance the time wbicb they could re- 
gime. 

I had now visited my tenants, surveyed my hmd, 
and repaired the old house^ which, fiir some years^ 
had been running to decay* These proofe of pe- 
cuniary wisdom began (o recommend me as a soi* 
bar, judicious, thriving gentleman, to all my graver 
neighbours of the country, who never failed to oe* 
lebmte my management in opposition to Thriftless 
and Latterwit, two smart MIowb, who had estates 
in the same part of the kingdom, which they visited 
now and then in a frolic, to take up their rents 
beforehand, debauch a milk-maid, make a feast for 
the village, and tell stories of their own intrigues^ 
and then rode post hack to (own to spend their 
money. 

It was doubtfiil, however, for some tim^ wfac^ 
ther I should be able to hold my resolution ; but a 
short perseverance removed dl suspicions. I rose 
every day in reputation, by the decmcy of my con- 
versation, and the regularity of my conduct, and 
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was mentioiied with great regard at fbe asusies, as 
a man very fit to be put in commission for the peace. 

During the confusion of my affairs, and the daily 
necessity of visiting farms, adjusting oemtracts, let- 
ting leases, and superintending repairs, I found very- 
little vacuity in my life, and therefore had not many 
thoughts of marriage; but, in a little while, the tu- 
mult of buainess subsided, and the exact method 
which I had establbhed enabled me to dispatch my 
accounts with great facility. . I had, therefore, now 
upon my hands, the task of finding means to spend 
my time, without falUng back into the poor amuse- 
ments which I had hitherto indulged, or changing 
them for the sports of the field, which I saw pur- 
sued with so much eagerness by the gentlemen of 
the country, that they were indeed the only plea- 
sures in which I could promise myself any partake. 

The inconvenience of thif situation naturally dis- 
posed me to wish for a companion, and the known 
value of my estate, with my reputation for fruga- 
lity and prudence, easily gained me admission into 
every family ; for I soon found that no inquiry was 
made ailer any other virtue, nor any testimonial ne^ 
eessary, but of my freedom from incumbrances^ and 
my care of what they termed the mam chance. I 
saw, not without indignation, the eagerness with 
which the daughters, wherever I came^ were set out 
to show ; nor could 1 consider them in a state much 
different from prostitution, when I found them or- 
dered to play their airs before me, and to exhibit^ 
by some seeming chance, specimens of their mu- 
sic, their work^ or their housewifery. No socmar 
was I placed at table, than the young lady was 
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oiUed upoa to pay me «oQke civility at otiier ; nor 
could 1 find means of escaping, fnxb either father 
or mother, some account of their daughter's exeel- 
lencies^with a declaration that they were how> \mv» 
iiig the wotM, and had no business on this side^the 
grave, but to see their children happily disposed of; 
that she whom I had been pleased to eodiplimetit 
at table was indeed the chief {Measure of their agei 
so good, so dutiful, so great a relief to her mamma 
in the care of the bouse, and so much, her papa's 
&vourite for her cheerfulness and wit^ that it would 
be with the last reluctance that th^ should part ; 
but to a worthy gentleman in the neighbourhood^ 
whom they might often visit, they would not so £tf 
consult their own gratification, as to refuse her; 
and their tenderness should be shewn in hep for- 
tune, whenever a suitable settlement was proposed! 

As I knew these overtures not to proceecl-fraoi 
any preference of me befinre another equally rich, 
I could not but lock with pity on young persona 
condemned to be set to auction, and made cheap 
by injudicious commendations ; for how could tUejr 
know themselves offered and rejected a hundred 
times, without some loss of that soft elevation, and 
maiden dignity-, so necessary to tiie completion of 
female excellence ? ' 

I shall not trouble you with a history of the stra- 
tagems practised upon my judgment, olr the allure- 
nents tried upoamy heart, which, if you have, in 
any part of your life, been acquainted with rund 
politics, you will easily conceive. Thdr vtt» have , 
no great variety, they think notlmg worth their 
care but money, and supposir^ its: influence the 
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atme upim dl the worid, aeUbin eodeavoar to de> 
oeive by any other means than Mem oompiitatiom. 

I wiH not deny that, by hearing myself loudly 
aommanded fin* my discretioo, I began to set 
some yalue upon my eharacter, and was onwilling 
to lose my credit by manytng for love. 1 diere* 
fore resolved to know the (brtune of the lady whom 
I should address, before I inquired after her wi^ 
ddieaey, or beauty. 

This determination led me to Midssa, the daugh- 
ter o£ Cbrysophilusp whose person was at least 
without deformity, and whose manners were fiee 
ftom reproach, as she had been bred up at a dis* 
ttfiee from all common temptations. To Mitissa 
therefore I obtained leave irom her parents to pay 
my court, and was referred l^ her again to her 
fitther^ whose direction she was resolved to follow. 
The question then was, only,* what should be. set- 
tled ? The old gentleman made an enormoiK de- 
asiuid, with which I refused to comply. Mitissa 
was ordered to exert her power ;' she told me, that 
if I could refuse her papa, I had no love for her ; 
that she was an unhappy creature, and that I was 
a perfidious man ; then she burst into* tears, and 
fell into fits. All this, as I was no passionate lover, 
had' little effect She next refused to see me^ and 
hecause I thought myself obliged to write m terms 
of distress, they had once hopes of starving me into 
measures; but finding me inflexibW, the fadier 
complied with my propossfl, and told me he liked 
^me the mote fbr being so good at a bargain. 
* I was now married to Mitissa, and was to expe- 
rience the happinesa of a match madt witbcmt pae* 
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sioiK MilMia soon dIsecHrered that she was equally 
prudent with myself and had taken a husband only 
to be at her own oomoMind» aiidr to have a obadot 
at her own call. She brought with her an old 
maid reeomiBended by her mother, who taught 
her all the arts tif domestio management, and 
was, on every oecasion, her chief agent and direct* 
ress. They soon invented one reason or other, to. 
quarrel with all my servants, and either prevailed 
on me to turn them away, or treated them so ill 
that they left me oi themselves, and always sup- 
plied their places with some brought from my wife^s 
religions. Thus they established a family, over 
which I had no authority^ and which was in a per- 
petual conspiracy against me; for Mitissa consi- 
dered herself as having a separate interest^ and 
thought nothing her own, but what she laid up 
without my knowledge. For this reason she brought 
me false accounts of the expences of the house» 
joined with my tenants in complaints of hard times» 
and by means of a steward of her own» took ire* 
wards for soKdting abatements of the rent Her 
great hq>e is to outlive me, that she may ei^oy 
what she has thus aooumQlated^ and therefore she 
is always oootriving some improvements of her join* 
ture land, and once tried to procure an injunction 
to hinder me from felling timber upon it for re* 
pehfs. Her father and naother assist her in her 
ppqieots, and are frequently hinting that she is ill 
uaed, and reproaching me with the presents that 
othar ladies receive from thdr husbands. 

Such, air, was my situation for seven years, till 
at last my patience was exhausted, and havipg one 
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day iDTited her btber to injr house, I bdd the ftate 
of my affiun before him, detected my wife in se- 
vend of her frauds, turned out her steward, ehai^ged 
a constable with her maid, took my business in my 
own hands, reduced her to a settled allowance, and 
now write this aoeount to warn others against mar- 
rying thoae whom they have no reason to esteem. 

lam, to. 



No. 36. SATURDAY, JULY «1, 1760. 

■ Piping on their reeds the shepherds go. 
Nor fear an ambu8h> nor suspect a fbe.— ^— >pope. 

There is scarcely any species of poetry that 
hm allw:^ more readers, or excited more wri- 
ters, than the pasfamd. It is gmetally pleas- 
ing» because it entertains the mind with repre- 
sentations of scenes fiimiliar to almost every 
imi^inaticmt and of which all can equally judge 
whether they are well described. It exhibits a 
life» to which we have been always ao(»istomed to 
associate peace, and leisure, and innocence : . and 
therefore we readily set open the heart for the ad- 
mission of its images, which contribute to drive 
away cares and perturbations, and suffer ourselves, 
without resistance, to be transported to elysian re* 
gionsj where we are to meet with fiothiog but joy» 
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aadptety* abd ooAtentmeok ; wfaete every gale 
whispers pkasoie^ and evacy shade promiaes re- 
poae; 

It has hesn maintained by so«ie^ viho love to 
talk of what they do not know, that pastoral is the 
mostaneirat poetary ; and, indeed, since it is pro* 
bable that poetry is nearly of the same antiquity 
with rational nature, and since the life of the first 
mm was certainly rural, we may reasonably con* 
jectore, tha^ as their ideas would necessarily be 
borrowed from those objects with whidi they are 
aoqwunted, their composures^ being filled chiefly 
with such thoughts on the visible creation as must 
occur to the first observers, were pastoral h3rmns, 
like those which MiUon introduces the original pair 
longing, in the day of innocence, to the praise of 
their Maker. 

¥ot the same reason that pastoral poetry was 
the first employment of the human imagination, it 
is grnierally the first literuy amusement of our 
minds* We have seen fields, and meadows, and 
groves, fix>m the time that our eyes opened upon 
life ; and are pleased with birds^ and brooks, and 
braeaes, much earlier than we engage among 
the actions and passions of mankind. We are 
thefefore delight^ with rural pictures, because 
we know the original at an age when our curiosity 
cao be very little awakened by descriptions of 
courts whi<^ we never beheld, or representations 
of passions which we never felt 

The satisfiution received firoqi this kind of writ- 
ing not only begins eariy, but lasts long ; we do 
not, as we advance into the mtettectual worlds 
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tkmir it ewif mmmg other uliililirii nanaeiMnti 
and pMtimes, but willingly return to it in any 
hour of indolence ^and reUoation. The imagn of 
true ptatoTil )u«re alvi^ the ponrer of excMng 
deUgbty bteeuDC the works of nature, fiom which 
they are drawn, have always the eame order and 
beauty, and continue to force themaehres upon oar 
thoughts, being at once obvious to the most care- 
less regard, and more than adequate to the strong- 
est reason, and severest contemplation. Our in- 
clination to stiUneas and tranquiUity Is seldom mock 
lessened by long knowledge of the buay and temnW 
toary part of the world. In diiklhocNl we turn our 
thoughts to the country ; as to the region of plea* 
sure ; we recur to it in old age as a port of rest^ 
and periiaps with that secondary and adventitioas 
gkdness, which every man feek on reviewing those 
plaoesi w reooUecting those occurrences, diat ccm- 
tributed to his youthful enjoyments, and hring him 
bade to the prime of life, when the world was gay 
with the bloom of novelty, when mkth wantoned 
at his side, and hope sparkled b^ore hiuL 

The sense of this universal pleasure has invited 
numbers without numbor to try thehr skill in pas- 
toral performances, in which they have general^ 
succeeded after the manner of otimr imitators, 
transmitting the syne images in the same oombi* 
nation from one to another, till he that reads the 
title of a poem» may guess at the whde series of 
the composition ; nor will a man, after the perusal 
of thousands of these performances, find Ins* know-^ 
ledge enlarged with a single view of mtore not 
pioduced befoie^ or his imag^tiott amused with 
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any new applioation of thoie vimn to amQd pur- 
jpoaes. 

. The lange of paatoral is indeed nanow^ im 
though nature iUeiS, philoeophiG«Uy ooiiodei«d» 
be inexhauatible, yH i(a general ^eets on the eye 
and on the ear tte unifimn, and incapable of much 
variety of detoription. Poetry cannot dwdi npon 
Ibe minuter distinctions, by which one spedea difr 
fers from another, without dqwrting firom that siiii- 
plicity of grandeur which filU the tmagination; nor 
dissect the htent qualities of things* without losing 
ita general power of gratifying every mind by r&- 
calling its conceptions. However, as eaeh age 
make some discoveries^ and those discoveries are 
by degrees generally known, as new |dants or 
modes of culture are introduced, and 1^ little and 
little become common, paatoml might receive froaa 
time to time, small augmentations, and eichifait 
once in a century a scene somewhat varied. 

But pastoral subjects have been ofteui like othen^ 
taken into the bands of those that were not qnidi* 
fieU to adorn them, men to whom the fiice of na^ 
ture was so little known, that they have drawn it 
only after their own imagination, and changed w 
distorted her features, that thmr portraits might 
appear something more than servile cofnes fiom. 
their predecessors. 

^oi only the images of raral life, but the ocea« 
aions on which they can bcL properly produced, ase 
few and general. The state of a man confined to 
tb^ employments md fiamfem of the country* is 
ao little diversified, and exposed to so few of tiiose 
aoeidenta wfaaok produce peffplexities» twrces^ and 
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stttprises, in more oonfipKcated trannctians, that 
be can be sbewn but seldom in such circumstances 
as attract curiosity. His ambition is without po- 
licy» and his love without intrigue; He has no 
complaints to make of his rival, but that he is 
rieher than himself; nor any disasters to lament; 
but a cruel mistress, or a bad harvest 

The conviction of the necessity of some new 
source of pleasure induced Sannazarius to remove 
the scene from the fields to the sea, to substitute 
fishermen for shepherds, and derive his sentiments 
firom the piscatory life ; for which be has been 
censured by succeeding critics, because the sea 
is an object of terror, and by no means proper 
to amuse the mind, and lay the pasmms asleep. 
Against this objection he might be defended by 
the established maxim, that the poet has a right 
to sdect his images, and is no more obfiged to 
shew the sea in a storm, that the land under an 
inundation; but may display all the pleasures, 
and conceal the dangers of the water, as be may 
lay his shepherd under a shady beech, without 
giving him an ague, or letting a wild beast loose 
upon hifli* 

There ar^ however, two de(bcts in the pisca- 
tory edogue, which perhaps cannot be sup^ied. 
The sea, though in ho^ countries it is considered 
by those who live, like Sannazarius, upon the 
coast, as a jAace of pleasure and div^rskxi, has 
notwitstanding much less variety than the lan^ 
and therefore will be sooner exhausted, by a de- 
scriptive writer When he has once shewn the 
sun rising or setting upon it, ^ cdried its water. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 89. THE KAMBLBB* 1^7 

with the vernal bieeze^ rolled the waves in gentle 
succession to the shore, and enumerated tl^ fish 
sporting in the shallows, he has nothing remrfning 
but what is common to all otber poetry, -the^om- 
plaint of a nynsph for a diowned lovar, or Ae in- 
dignation of a fisher that his oysteis jffe Mftised, 
and Mycon's accepted. 

Another obstacle to the general reception of 
this kind of poetry, is the ignorance of maritime 
pleasures, in which the greater part of mankind 
must always live. > To all the inland inhabitants 
of every region, the sea is only known as an im- 
mense diffusion of waters, over which men pass 
from one country to another, and in whidr life is 
frequently lost They have, therefore, no oppor- 
tunity of tracing in their own thoughts, the de- 
scriptions of winding shores and calm bays, nor 
can look on the poem in which they are mentioned, 
virith other sensations than on a sea charts or the 
metrical geography of Dionysius« 

This defect Saimanirius was hindered irom per-' 
oeivin^^ by writing in a learned language to readers 
generally acquainted with the works of nature ; but 
if be had made his attempt in any vulgar tobgue, 
he would soon have discovered how vainly he had 
endeavoured to make Uiat loved, whidi was not 
understood. 

I am afraid it will not be found easy to improve 
the pastorals of antiquity, by any gr^at additions 
or diversifications. Our descriptions may indeed 
di£fer frqm those of^ Virgil, as an English from an 
Italian summer, and, in some respects^ as niodem 
from ancient life ; but as nature is in both ooun- 
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tii^f l i imly the tMMb atid aa poaHy has to do nu 
ther wHii the pMOons of men, wUeb are unifenii, 
than tbw etiitofD% which are efaaaffeabliv the va- 
rietifiy whioh tione or pbae eui ftii«Mh« will be in- 
eoiUMtorihlt ; and I thatt endeavour to shew, in 
the nnt papain how Mtde the btter ^jm have am- 
tiibuted to tlie improvement of tkm ttmtic mate. 



No. 87. TUESDAY, JULY, 114^ 17*0. 

Omh qmf soUimi, si fymuh 0rm69ia w^fiokai. 

Such strains I smg as onoe Ampbion played 

Wbon Urt'oing fo^ Ae powwftd caU cfe a /i ■ BLtHnraTOK* 

In writing or judging of pastoial poetiy, neither 
the anthors nor critics of latter times seem to 
liave paid sufficient regard to the originals left us 
by antiquity, but have entangled themselves with 
unnecessary diflfculties, by advancing prindplefl^ 
which, having no foundation in the nature of 
things, are wholly to be rejected from a species cf 
composition, in which, above all others,, mere na- 
ture is to be regarded. 

It is therefore necessary to inquire after some 
more distinct and exact idea of this kind of writ- 
ing. This may, I think, be easily found in the 
pofltorals of Virgil, from whose opinion it wiH not 
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appeur verjr Mfe to deptrt, if we coikaider that 
every advuiti^ of nature, and d fiMtone^ oon** 
oovred to complete his piodaotioiia ; that he was 
bom with great aoenraqr and severity oi judge* 
ment, enlightened with all the learning of one of 
the brightest ngos^ and embellished with the ele- 
gance of the Roman court ; that be employed hli 
powers rather in improving, than inventing, and 
therefore must have endeavoured to recompense 
the want bf novelty by exactness; that taking 
Theocritus for his original, he found pastoral fiur 
advanced towards perfection, and that havii^ so 
great a rival, he must have proceeded with lu* 
oommod caution. 

If we search the writings of Virgil; for the true 
dfefination of a pastond, it will be found <* a poem in 
which any action or passion is represented by its 
effects upon a country life.'' Whatsoever therefore 
may, according to the common course of things^ 
happen in the country, may afford a subject for a 
pastoral poet 

In this defination, it will immediately occur to 
jAoae who are versed in the writings of the modem 
eritics, that there is no mention of the golden 
age. 1 cannot indeed easily discover why it is 
thou^t necessary to refer descriptions of a rural 
atate to remote times, nor can I perceive that any 
writer has consistently preserved the Arcadian 
manners and sentiments. The only reason, that 
I have read, on which this rule has been founded, 
ia» that, according to the customs of mod^n life, 
it is improbable that shepherds should be capable 
q£ harmonious numbers, or delicate sentiments; 
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and tfaimfei^ tiie rea^ must enk bis ideas of 
the pastMal diaiboter, by cahying his tbougfals 
btrok to tfai? age in which the eakre of herds and 
flocks i^as the employment df the wisest and 
greatest men. 

These reasoners seem to have been led into their 
hypothesis, by considering pastoral, not in gen- 
eral, as a representation of rural nature^ and oon- 
aequently as exhil»ting the ideas and sentiments 
of those, whoever tliey are, to whom the country 
affords pleasure or employment but simpiy as to 
dialogue or narrative of men actually tending sheep, 
and bijsied in the lowest and most laborious offices ; 
from whence they very readily concluded, since 
characters must necessarily be preserved, that d- 
ther the sentiments must sink to the level of tbe 
speakers, or the speakers must be raised to die he^t 
cf the sentiments. 

In consequence of these (Miginal errors, a thou- 
sand precepts have been given, ^ which have only 
contributed to perplex and confound. Some have 
thought it necessary that the imaginary manners 
of the golden age should be universally preserved, 
and have therefore believed, that nothing more 
could be admitted in pastoral, than lilies and roses, 
and rocks and streams, among which are heard the 
gentle whispers of chaste fondness, or the soft 
complaints of amorous impatience. In pastoral, 
as in other writings, chastity of* sentiment ought 
doubtless to be observed, and purity of manners 
to be represented; not because the poet is con- 
fined to the images of the golden age, but because. 
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having the subject in his own choice, he ought 
always to consult the interest of virtue. 

These advocates for the golden age lay down 
other principles, not very consistent with tiieir 
general plan ; ibr they tell us, that, to support the 
character of the shepherd, it is proper that all 
refinement should be avoided, and that some slight 
instances of ignorance should be interspersed. 
Thus the shepherd in Virgil is supposed to have . 
forgot the name of Anaximander, and in Pope 
the term Zodiac is too hard for a rustic appre- 
hension. But if we place our shepherds in their 
primitive condition, we may give them learning 
among their other qualifications ; and if we suf- 
fer them to allude at all to things of later exist- 
ence, which, perhaps, cannot with any great pro- 
priety be allowed, there can be no danger of 
making them speak with too much accuracy, since 
they conversed with divinities, and transmitted to 
succeeding ages the arts of life. 

Other writers, having the mean and despicable 
condition of a jshepherd always before them, om- 
ceive it necessary to degrade the language of pas- 
toral by obsolete terms and rustic words, which 
they very learnedly call Doric, without reflect- 
ing, that they thus became authors of a mangled 
dialect, which no human being ever could have 
spoken, that they may as well refine the speech 
as the sentiments of their personages, and that 
none of the inconsistencies which they endeavour 
to avoid, is greater than that of joining elegance 
of thought with coarseness of diction. Spenser 

VOL. IV. R 
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begins one of his pastorals widi studied barba- 
rity; 

Diggon Davie, I bid her good*daj : 
Or^ iHggon her is^ or 1 mitfay. 

Dig. Her Wis her while it WIS day^ig^ty 
But DOW her i» a moat wretched wig^t. 

What will the reader imagine to be the subject on 
whicli speakers like these exercise their eloquence ? 
Will he not be somewhat disappointed, when he 
finds them met together to condemn the corrup- 
tions of the church of Rome ? Surely, at the same 
time that a shepherd learns theology, he may gain 
some acquaintance with his native language. 

Pastoral admits of all ranks of persons, because 
persons of all ranks inhabit the country. It ex- 
cludes not, therefore, on account of the characters 
necessary to be introduced, any elevation or deli- 
cacy of sentiment ; those ideas only are improper, 
which, not owing their original to rural objects, are 
not pastoral. Such is the exclamation in Virgil, 

Nnnc icio quid sit Amor, duris in cauHlmg •ttmn 
Itmanu, ami Ehodope, atU extremi Oaramofdes, 

Nee generis nostri puerum, nee sanguinis, edunU 

I know thee^ Love, in deaerta thou wert bred, 

And at iht dnga of aavage tygers fed; 

Alien of birth, usurper of the plains.— oryden. 

which Pope endeavouring to copy, was carried to 
still greater impropriety : 

I know thee. Love, wild as the raging main. 
More fierce than tygers on the Libyan plain; 
Thou wert from JEtna's burning entrails torn ; 
B^ot in tempests, and in thunders bom ! 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 87. THE EAMItLBB. 343 

Sentttnenta like these^ as they bare no groiOid in 
nature, are indeed of little value m any poem ; but 
in pastoral tbey are particulariy liable to censure, 
because, it wants that exaltation above comoion 
life, which in tragic or heroic writings often recon- 
ciles us to bold flights and daring figures. 

Pastoral being the ** representation of an action or 
** passion, by its effects upon a country life,*' has no^ 
thing peculiar but its confinement to rural ima- 
gery, without which it ceases to be pastoral. This 
is its true characteristic, and this it cannot lose 
by any dignity of sentiment, or beauty of diction. 
The Pollio c^ Virgil, with all its elevation, is a 
composition truly bucolic, thou^ rejteted by 
the critics; for all the images are either taken 
firom the country, or from the religion of the age 
common to all parts of the empire. 

The Silenus is indeed of a more disputable kind, 
because, though the scene lies in the country, the 
song being religious and historical, had been no 
less adapted to any other audience or place. Nei* 
ther can it well be defended as a fiction ; for the 
introduction of a god seems to imply the golden 
age, and yet he alludes to many subsequent trans* 
actions, and mentions Gallus, the poefs contem- 
porary. ♦ 

It seems necessary to the perfection of this 
poem, that the occasion which is supposed to pro- 
duce it, be at least not inconsistent with a country 
life, or less likely to interest those who have re- 
tired into places of solitude and quiet, than the 
more busy part of mankind. It is therefore im- 
proper to give the title of a pastoral to verses, in 
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which the speakers, after the sUght maitioii of 
their flocks, fall to compkints of errors in the 
church, and corruptions in the goveinm^it, or to 
lamentations of the death of some illustrious per- 
son, whom, when ofice the poet has called a shep- 
herd, he has no longer any labour upon his hands^ 
but can make the clouds weep, and lilies wither, 
and the sheep hang their heads, without art or 
learning, genius or study. 

It is part of Claudian's character of his rustic, 
that he computes his time not by the successicm of 
consuls, but of harvests. Those who pass their 
days in retreats distant from theatres and busi- 
ness, are always least likely to hurry their imagi- 
nation with public affairs. 

The facility of treating actions or events in the 
pastoral style, has incited many writers, fix)m whom 
more judgment might have been expected, to put 
the sorrow or the joy which the occasion required 
into the mouth of Daphne or of Thyrsis ; and as 
one absurdity must naturally be expected to make 
way fOT another, they have written with an utter 
disregard both of life and nature, and filled thdr 
productions with mythological allusions, mth in- 
credible fictions, and with sentiments which nei- 
ther passion nor reason could' have dictated, since 
the change which religion has made in the whole 
system ct the world. 
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No. 38. SATURDAY, JULY 28, 1750. 



<-■' 



Auream quisquis mediocritat&m 
DiUgit, iutes caret obsoleH 
Sordibus iecti, caret invidenda 

Sobrius auld. hob. 

The roan within the golden mean 

Who can his boldest wish contain^. ^ 

Securely views the ruin'd oeU, 

Where sordid want and sorrow dwell ; 

And in himself serenely greats 

Declines an envied room of state.— francis. 

Among many parallels whioh men of imagi- 
nation have drawn between the natural and 
moral state of the worlds it has been observed that 
(liappiness, as well as virtue, consists in mediocrity ; 
\that to avoid every extreme is necessary, even to 
nim who has no other care than to pass through 
the present state with ease and safety ; and that 
the middle path is the road of security, on either 
side of which are not only the pitfals of vice, but 
the precipices of ruin. 

Thus the maxim of Cleobulus the Lindian, ^e«» 
2(«r«y, Mediocrity is hesU has been long considered 
as an universal principle, extended through the 
whole compass of life and nature. The experience 
of every age seems to have given it new confirma- 
tion, and to shew that nothing, however specious 
or alluring, is pursued with propriety, or enjoyed 
with safety, beyond certain limits. 

Even the gifts of nature, which may truly be 
considered as the most solid and durable of all ter- 
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restrial advantages, are found, when they exceed 
the middle point, to draw the poasessor into many 
calamities, easily avoided by others that have been 
less bountifully enriched or adorned. . We see every 
day women perish with infiuny, by having been too 
willing to set their beauty to shew; «id others, 
though not with equal guilt or misery, yet with 
very sharp remorse, languishing in decay, n^^tect, 
and obscurity, for having rated theub youthful 
charms at too nigh a price. And, indeed, if the 
opinion of Bacon be thought to deserve much re- 
^urd, very few sighs would be vented for eminent 
and superlative elegance of form ; "^ for beautiful 
^ women,'' says he, ** are seldom of any gieat ae- 
^ complishments, because they, for the most part» 
" study behaviour rather than virtue.'' 

Health and vigour, and a happy constituticm of 
the corpweal frame, are of absolute necessity to 
the enjoyment of the comforts, and to the perfbrm- 
race of the duties of life, and requisite in yet a 
greater measure to the accomplishment of any 
thing illustrious or distinguished ; yet even thes^ 
if we can judge by their apparent conseqaences, 
are sometimes not very beneficial to those on whom 
they are most liberally bestowed. They that fre- 
quent the chambers of the sick will generally find 
the sharpest pains, and most stubborn maladies, 
among them whom confidence of the force of na- 
ture formerly betrayed to negligence and insu- 
larity ; and that superfluity of strength, which was 
at once their boast and their snare, has often, in 
the latter part of life, no other effect than that it 
continues them long in impotmce iiuid anguish. 
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These gifts of nature are, however, always bless- 
ings in themselves, md to be acknowledged with 
gratitude to him that gives them ; since they are, 
in their regular and Ultimate effects, productive 
of happiness, and prove pernicious only by vokin- 
tary corruption or idle negligence. And as there 
is littte danger of pursuing them with too much 
ardour or anxiety, because no skill or diligence 
can hope to procure them, the uncertainty of their 
influence upon our lives is mentioned, not to de- 
preciate their real value,, but to repress the discon- 
tent and envy to which the want of them often 
gives oeotsion in those who do not enough suspect 
their own frailty, nor consider how much less is the 
calamity of not possessing great powers, than of not 
using them aright 

Of all those things that make us superior to others, 
there is none so much within the reach of our en- 
deavours as riches, nor any thing nuM'e eagerly or 
constantly desired. Poverty is an evil always in our 
view, an evil complicated with so many circmm- 
ataoces of uneasiness and vexation^ that every man 
ig studious to avoid it Some degree of riches is 
therefore required, that we may be exempt from 
the gripe of necessity ; when thb purpose is once 
attained, we naturally wish for more, that the evil 
which is regarded with so much horror, may be 
yet at a greater distance from us ; as he that has 
onoe felt or dreaded the paw of a savage, will not 
be at rest till they are parted by some banrier, which 
may take away all po(mbility of a second attack. 

To this point, if fear be not unreasonably iodulged> 
Cleobttltts would, perhaps, not refuse to extend bis 
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mediocrity. But it almost always happens^ that tiie 
man who grows ridi, dianges his notions of poverty, 
states his wants by some new measure, and from 
flying the enemy that pursued him, bends his en- 
deavours to overtake those whom he sees b^re 
him. Tbe power of gratifying his appetites in- 
creases their demands ; a thousand wishes crowd in 
upon him, importunate to be satisfied, and vanity 
and ambition open prospects to desire, which still 
grow wider, as they are more ccmtemplated. 

Thus in time want is enlaiged without bounds; 
an eagerness for increase of possessions deluges the 
soul, and we sink into the gulfs of insatialxlity, 
only because we do not sufficiently consider, that all 
real need is very soon supplied, a^ all real danger 
of its invasion easily precluded ; that the claims of 
vanity, being without limits, must be denied at last ; 
and that the pain of repressing them is less pungent 
before they have been^ long accustomed to compli- 
ance. 

Whosoever shall look heedfuUy upon those who 
are eminent for their riches, will not think their con- 
dition such as that be should hazard his quiet, and 
much less his virtue, to obtain it. For all that great 
wealth generally gives above a moderate fortune, is 
more room for the freaks of caprice, and mcure pri- 
vilege for ignorance and vice, a quicker succession 
of flatteries, and a larger circle of voluptuousness. 

There is one reason seldom remarked which makes 
riches less desirable. Too mudi wealth is very fire- 
quently the occasion of poverty. He whom the 
wantonness of abundance has once softened, easily 
sinks into neglect of his affairs ; and he that thinks 
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he can afford to be negligent^ is not far from being 
pocnr.. He will soon be involved in perplexities, 
which his inexperience will render unsurmount- 
able; he will fly for help to those whose interest it 
is that he should be more distressed, and will be at 
last torn to pieces by the vultures that always hover 
over fortunes in decay. 

When the plains of India were burnt up by a long 
continuance of drought, Hamet and Raschid, two 
neighbouring shepherds, faint with thirst, stood at 
tl^ common boundary of their grounds, with their 
flocks and herds panting round them, and in extre- 
mity of distress prayed for water. On a sudden the 
air was becalmed, the birds ceased to chirp, and the 
flocks to bleat. They turned their eyes every way, 
and saw a being of mighty stature advancing through 
the valley, whom they kn^w upon his nearer approach 
to be the Genius of Distribution. In one hand he 
held the sheaves of plenty, and in the other the sabre 
of destruction. The shepherds stood trembling, and 
would have retired befme him ; but he called to them 
with a voice gentle as the breeze that plays in the 
evening among the spices of Sabasa ; '* Fly not from 
** your benefactor, children of the dust ! I am come 
** to ofier you gifts, which only your own folly can 
<< make vain. You here pray for water, and water 
'^ I will bestow ; let me know with how much you 
^ will be satisfied : speak not rashly ; consider, that 
** of whatever can be enjoyed by the body, excess 
^* is no less dangerous that scarcity. When you 
** remember the pain of thirst, do not forget the 
'* danger of suffocation. Now, Hamet, tell me your 
'* request" 
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*^ O Being, kind and beneficent,* myn Hamet, 
<* let thine e^e pardon my ocmfusion. I entreat a 
^ little brook, which in summer shidl never be diy, 
^ and in winter nev^ overflow.** ** It 18 granted,** 
replies the Genius; and immediately he opened 
the ground with his sabre^ and a fountain bubUiDg 
up under their feet, scattered its rills over the 
meadows ; the flowers renewed their fragrance the 
trees spread a greener foilage, and the flocks and 
herds quenched their thirst. 

Then turning to Raachid, the Crenins invited him 
likewise to oflfer his petition. ** I request;** says 
JEUschid, ^ that thou wilt turn the Ganges through 
^ my grounds, with all hb waters, and all their in- 
^ habitants.** Hamet was struck with the greitoess 
of his neighbour's sentiments, and secretly repined 
in his heart, that he had no| made the same p^tiim 
before him ; when the Genius spoke, "* Rash man, 
'* be not insatiable ! remember, to thee that is no* 
** thing which thou canst not use ; and how are thy 
^ wants greater than the wants of Hamet ?*' Ras- 
chid repeated his desire, and pleased himself widn 
the mean appearance that Hamet would make in 
the presence of the proprietor of the Ganges. The 
Genius then retired towards the river, and the two 
shepherds stood waiting the event As Baacfaid 
was looking with contempt upon his neighbour, on 
a sudden was heard the roar of tmrents, and they 
found by the mighty stream that the mounds of the 
(ranges were broken. The flood reeled forward 
into the lands of Raschid, his planti^ons were 
torn up, his flocks overwhelmed, he was swept 
away before it, and a crocodile devoured him. 
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JnfeU * ■ tm Ui bene fmpta morito.— -AUtomot. 
Unblesty still doom'd to wed with misery. 

The condition of the female sex has been freqaent- 
I7 the subject- of compassion to medical writersp 
because their constitution of body is such, that 
every state of life brings its pecuUar diseases : they 
are placed, according to the proverb^ between 
Scyila and Chary bdis, with no other choice than 
of dangers equally formidable ; and whether they 
embrace marriage, or determine upon a single life, 
are exposed, in consequence of their choice, to 
sickness, misery, and death. 

It were to be wished that so great a degree of 
natural infelidty might not be increased by adven- 
titious and artificial miseries; and that bemgs, 
whose beauty we cannot behdd without admira- 
tion, and whose ddicaqr we cannot contemplate 
without tenderness, might be suffered to enjoy 
every alleviation of their scnrows. But, however 
it hag happened, the custom of the world seems to 
have been finrmed in a kind of conspiracy against 
tbem, though it does not appear but they had them* 
selves an equal share in its establishment; and 
prescriptions which, by whomsoever they were 
begun, are now of long continuance, and by con- 
sequence erf* great authority, seem to have almost 
exduded them from content, in whatsoever con- 
dition they shall pass theur lives. 
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If they refuse the society of men, and continue 
in that state which is reasonably supposed to place 
happiness most in their own power, they seldom 
give those that frequent their conversation any 
exalted notions of the blessings of liberty ; for whe- 
ther it be that they are angry to see with what in- 
considerate eagerness other heedless females rush 
into slavery, or with what absurd vanity the mar- 
ried ladies boast the change of their condition, 
and condemn the heroines who endeavour to assert 
the natural dignity of their sex ; whether they are 
conscious that like barren countries they are free, 
only because they were never thought to deserve 
the trouble of a conquest, or imagine that their 
sincerity is not always unsuspected,, when they de- 
clare their contempt of men; it is certain, that 
they generally appear to have some great and in- 
cessant cause of uneasiness, and that many of them 
have at last been persuaded, by powerful rfaet<m- 
cians, to try the life which they had so long con- 
temned, and put on the bridal ornaments at a time 
when they least became them. 

What are the real causes of the impatience 
which the ladies discover in a virgin state, I shall 
perhaps take some other occasion to. examine. 
That it is not to be envied for its happiness, ap- 
pears from the solicitude with which it is avoided ; 
from the opinion universaUy prevalent among the 
sex, that no woman continues long in it but be- 
cause she is not invited to forsake it; from the 
disposition always shewn to treat old maids as the 
refuse of the world ; and from the willingness with 
which it is often quitted at last, by those whose 
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experience has enabled them to judge at leisure, 
and decide with authority. 

.Yet such is life, that whatever is proposed, it is 
much easier to find reasons for rejecting than em^ 
bracing. Marriage, though a certain security 6*001 
the reproach and solitude of antiquated vir^nity# 
has yet, as it is usually conducted, many disadvan* 
tages, that take away much from the pleasure 
which society promises, and might afford, if plea- 
sures and pains were honestly shared, and mutual 
confidence inviolably preserved. 

The miseries, indeed, which many ladies suffer 
under conjugal vexations, are. to be considered 
with great pity, because their husbands are often 
not taken by them as objects of affection, but 
forced upon them by authority and violence, or 
by persuasion and importunity, equally resistless 
when urged by those whom they have been al- 
ways accustomed to reverence and obey; and it 
very seldom appears that those who are thus de- 
spotic in the disposal of their children, pay any 
regard to their domestic and personal felicity, or 
think it so much to be inquired whether they will 
be happy, as whether they will be ricti. 

It may be urged, in extenuation of this crime, 
which parents, not in any other respect to be num- 
bered with robbers and assassins, frequently com- 
mit, that, in their estimation, riches and happiness 
are equivalent terms. They have passed their lives 
with no other wish than that of adding acre to acre, 
and filling one bag after another, and imagine the 
advantage of a daughter sufiiciently considered. 
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when they have secured ber a hnge jointure, and 
given ber reasonable expectations of living in the 
midst of tbose pleasures with which she had seen 
her fiither and mother solacing their age. 

There is an economical orade received among 
the prudential part of the world, which advises 
fathers ^ to marry their daughters, lest they should 
marry themselves ;** by which I suppose it is im- 
plied, that women left to their own conduct ge- 
nerally unite themselves with such partners as can 
contribute very little to their felidty. Who was 
the author of this maxim, or with what intention 
it was originally uttered, I have not yet discover- 
ed ; but imagine that however solemnly it may be 
transmitted, or however implidtly received, it can 
confer no authority which nature has denied; it 
cannot license Titius to be unjust, lest Caia should 
be imprudent ; nor give right to imprison for life, 
lest liberty should be ill employed. 

That the ladies have sometimes incurred impn* 
tations which might naturally produce edicts not 
much in their favour, must be confessed by their 
warmest advocates ; and I have indeed seldom ob- 
served that when the tenderness or virtue of thdr 
parents has preserved them from forced marriage, 
and left them at large to chuse their own path in 
the labyrinth of life, they have made any great ad- 
vantage of their liberty : They commonly take the 
opportunity of independence to trifle away youth 
and lose their Uoom in a hurry of diversions, re- 
curring in a succession too quick to leave room 
for any settled reflection ; they see the wwkl with- 
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out gaining experience, and at last fegnkte their 
dioice by motives trifling as those of a girl, or mer- 
cenary as those of a miser. 

Melanthta came to town upon the death of her 
fieither, with a very large fortune, and with the re^ 
putation of a much larger ; she was th»efore fol- 
lowed and caressed by many men of rank, and by 
some of understanding ; but having an insatiable 
desire of pleasure, she was not at leisure, from the 
park, the gardens, the theatres, visits, assemblies, 
and masquerades, to attend seriously to any pro- 
posal, but was still impatient for a new flatterer, 
and neglected marriage as always in her power; 
till in time her admirers fell away, wearied with 
expence, di^usted at her folly, or offended by her 
inconstancy; she heard of concerts to whidi she 
was not invited, and was more than once forced 
to sit still at an assembly for want of a partner. 
In this distress, chance threw in her way Philo- 
tr3rphus, a man vain, glittering, and, thoughtless 
as herself, who had spent a small fortune in equi- 
page and dress, and was shining in the last suit 
for which his tailor would give him credit He 
had been long endeavouring to retrieve his extra- 
vagance by marriage,' and therefore soon paid his 
court to Melanthia, who after some weeks of in- 
sensibility saw him at a ball, and was wholly over- 
come by his performance in a minuet They, mar- 
ried ; but a man cannot always dance, and Philo- 
tryphus had no other method of pleasing : how- 
ever, as neither was in any great degree vidous, 
they live together with no other unhappiness, than 
vacuity of mind, and that tastelessness of life, which 
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proceeds from a satiety of juvenile pleasures, and 
an utter inability to fill their place by noUer em- 
ployments. As tbey have known the fiishionable 
world at the same time, they agree in their notions 
of all those subjects on which they ever speak, and 
being able to add nothing to the ideas of each other» 
are not much inclined to conversation, but very of- 
ten join in one wish, ** That they could sleep mor^ 
" and think less.** ^ ^ 

Argyri^ after having refused a thousand offers, 
at last consented to marry Cotylus, the younger 
brother of a duke, a man without elegance ci 
mien, beauty of person, or force of understanding ; 
who, while he courted her, could not always for* 
bear allusions to her birth, and hints how cheaply 
she would purchase an alliance to so illustrious a 
&mily. His conduct from the hour of his mar- 
riage has been insufferably tyrannical, nor has he 
any other regard to her than what arises from his 
desire that her appearance may not disgrace him. 
Upon this principle, however, he always orders 
that she should be gaily dressed, and splendidly 
attended ; and she has, among all her mortifications, 
the happiness to take place of her eldest sister. 
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' Nec diu^ atr ego mnieum 

(fffendmm in nMigis ? J^ nugm seria ducetU 
. In mala derisum leme/.— hor. 

Nor BKfi tn trifles irhy flbrald I displease 

The man I love ? Fcht trifles such as these 

To serious inischieis lead the man I love^ 

If once the flatteifer's ridicule he prove.— —pbancis. 

It has been remarked, that authors are genw 
irritabUef a "generation very easily put out* of 
temper^^ and that they seldom fail of giving proofil 
of their irascibility upon the slightest attack of cri« 
tieism» or the most gentle; or modest ofifer of advice 
and information. 

Wiiters being best acquainted with one ano» 
ther, have represented this character as prevailing 
among men of literature* which a mofe exten^ve 
view of the World wpuld have shewn them to be 
diflused through all human nature, to mingle 
itaelf with every species of ambition and desire of 
praise, and to discover its effects Mutb greater or 
less restraint, and under disguises more or less art- 
ful, in all places and all conditions. 
* The quarrels of writers, indeed, are more ob- 
served, because they necessarily appeal to the de- 
^ion of the publia Their enmities are incited 
by applauses from their parties, and prokmged by 
treacherous encouragement for general diversion; 

VOL. IV. 8 
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nod when the contest hai^pens to rise high between 
men of genius and letrning, its memory is con* 
tinued for the same reason as its vehemence was 
at first promoted, because it gratifies the malevo- 
lence or curiositj of readers^ and retieves the va- 
cancies of life with amusement and laughter. The 
personal disputes^ therefore, of rivab in wit are 
sometimes transmitted to posterity, when the 
grudges and heart-burnings of men less conspicii* 
oui^ ^oogh carried on with equal Utteraess, and 
productive of greater evils, are exposed to the 
knowledge of those only whom they nearly afiect^ 
and sufiinred to pass off and be forgotten among 
common and casual transactions. 

The resentment which the discovery of a Csuk or 
feUy produces, must bear a certain proportion to 
our pride, and will regularly be more acrimonious aa 
pride is more immediately the principle erf* actioB. 
In whatever therefore we wish to imagine ourselves 
to excel, we shall always be displeaaad to have our 
claims to reputation disputed ; and ufon diqileaaed^ 
if the accomplishment be such as can expect repu-^ 
tation only for its reward. For this reason it is 
common to find men break out into rage at any in- 
mnuatimis to the disadvantage of their wit, who 
have borne wi%h great patience reflections on Uieur 
morris ; and of women it has been always known» 
that no erasure wouncb so deeply, or rankles so longt 
as that which charges them with want of beau^. 

As men fifequently fill their imaginations with 
trifling pursuits, and please themselves most with 
things of small importance, I have often known 
very severe and lastmg nialevdience excited fay un- 
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InekjromsurM, whick woaU hire faUen withoial 
«3r effect, btd they not happened to wound a part 
remarirably tender. Gustnlus, who Talued himself 
upon the nicety of his pakte, disinherited his eldeat 
son for telling him that the wine, which he was then 
eommending, wis the saioM which be had sent away 
the day before not fit to be drunk. Froculus with* 
drew his kindness from a nephew, whom he bad 
always conudered as the most promising genius of 
the age, for happening to praise m his presence th9 
gmctfiil horsemani^p of Marius. And Fortunio^ 
when he was privy counsellor, procured a derk to 
be dismissed irom one of the puUic offices^ in 
whidi he was eminei^ for his skill and aasiduity^ 
because he had been heard to usy that there was 
another man in the kingdom on whose skill at bili. 
liards he would lay his money agunst Fortui^o*s. 

Felicia and Fioretta had been Iwed up in 000 
bouse, and shared all the pleasures and endearr 
ments of infimqr together. Th^ entered upon lifo 
at the same tim^ and coirtinued their confideoov 
and friendship; consulted each other in every 
change of their dress, and every admission of a new 
lover ; thought every diversion more entertaining 
nvhenever it happened that both were present, and 
when separated justified the conduct, aiMl celebrated 
the exedlencies, dTone another. Such was their in* 
timacy, and such theur fiddity; till a birth-night 
approached, when Fkvetta, tock one morning an 
opportunity, as they were consulting upon new 
clothes, to advise her inend not to dance at the 
ball, and informed her that her performance the 
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feu beftwe had not answered theezpeotetibn wUcb 
her other acoompUshflientft had raiaed. FeUcna 
commended her sinomtj, and thanked her for the 
caution; but told ber that she danced to please 
herself and was in very little concern what the 
Qien might take the liberty of sayii^» but that i£ 
her appearance gave her dear Fkvetta any unea- 
siness, she would stay away* Floretta had now 
nothing left but to make new protestatioot of sin- 
cerity and affection^ with which Felicia was so wdl 
satisfied, that they parted with more than usual 
fondness. They still continued to visit, with this 
only difference, that Felicia was more punctual 
4lian before, and often dedared how high a value 
she put upon dnoerity, how much she thought that 
goodness to be esteemed which would venture to 
admonish a friend of an error, and wiUi what 
gratitude advice was to be received, even whM it 
might happen to proceed from mistd^e. 

in a few months Felicia, with great serioosness* 
told Floretta, that though her beauty was such as 
gave charms to whatever she did^ and her qualifi- 
cations so extensive, that she could not fail pf ex- 
cellence in any attempt, yet she thought herself 
obliged by the duties of fnendship to inform her, 
that if ever she betrayed want (^judgment, it was 
by too fr^uent compliance with solieitaUcHis to 
sing, for that her manner was somewhat ungrsce- 
ful, and her voice had no great compass. It is 
true, says Floretta, when I sung three nights ago 
at lady Sf^ightly's, 1 was hoarse with a cold ; but 
I sing for my own satisfaction, and am not in the 
least pain whether I am liked. However^ my 



Digitized by 



Google 



Nd. 40. TB£ RAMBLKR. 261 

dear Fdkii^s kindness is not the less, and I shall 
always think myself happy in so true a friend. 

From this time they never saw each other with- 
oat mutual profesnons of esteem, and declarations 
of confidence, but went soon after into the country 
to visit their relations. When they came back, 
tbey wercf prevailed on, by the importunity of new 
acquaintance, to take lodgings in diflerent parts of 
the town, and had frequent ocx»sion, when they 
met, to bewail the distance at whuch they -were 
placed, and the npcertafaity which each experiteeed 
tif finding the other at home. 

Thus are.thefcndest'and firmest friendships 'dis* 
splvec^ by sudb openness and stneerrty m iiubermpt 
oar enj(^ment of our own approbation, or xocal >iis 
to. the remembrance of those failings: which weaoe 
mote willing to indulge than' to cotreet. 

It is by no means necessary to. imagine, that he 
who is offended at advice, was ignorant of the 
fimlt, and resents the admonition as a &lse charge ; 
for perhaps it is most natural to be enri^ed, when 
there is the strongest conviction of our own guilt 
While we can easily defend our character, we are 
no more disturbed at an accusation, than we are 
alarmed by an enemy whom we are sure to con«* 
quer; and whose attack, therefore, will bring us 
honour without danger. But when a maa feels 
the reprehension of a friend seconded by his own 
heart, he is easily heated into resentment and re^ 
irenge, either because he hoped that the fault of 
which he was conscious had escaped the notice of 
others ; or that his fiiend had looked upon it with 
tenderness and extenuation, and excused it for the 
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take of his other Tirtues ; or Ind oomidered Vast 
as too wise to need adrice, or too delicate to be 
shocked with reproach: or, becanse we cannot 
fed wiUiout pdn those reflections roused which 
we have been endeavouring to by askep; and 
when pain has produced anger, who would not 
willingly believe, that it Ought to be diadulrged 
on others, rather tiian on himself? 

The resentment produced by sincerity, what« 
ever be its immediate cause, u so certain, and ge- 
nerally so keen, that very few have magnanimity 
sufficient fcnr the practice of a duty, which, above 
most others, exposes its vdkaries to hanhhips and 
peraecutions ; yet fnendship without it ia of very 
little value, since the great use of so dose m in* 
ttmai^^ is^ that our virtues may be guarded and 
encouraged, and our vices repressed in thdr first 
iq[)pearance by timdy detection and salutary re- 
monstrances* 

It is decreed by Providence, that nothing trlily 
valuaUe shall be obtained in our present stat^ 
but with difficulty and danger. He thitt hopes for 
Umt advantage which is to be gained from unre- 
strained communication, must sometimes hasard, 
by unpleasing truths, that friendship which he as- 
pires to merit The chief rule to be observed in 
the exerdse of this dangerous office, is to preserve 
it pure fixun all mixture of interest or vanity ; to 
forbear admonition or reproof when our con- 
sdences tell us that they are indted, not by the 
hopes of reforming fimlts^ but the desire cf shew- 
ing our decemment, or gratiQring our own pride 
by the mortification of another. It is not ii 
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mrtimt tbil «1m amt refined awtioa vUl find a 
pMfMT tiBW for brin^i^ a man to the knowledge 
of Im own fiuUi^i or tbe most zealous benetrdenoe 
rUm to that judgment; by which they are 
but bt who endeavours only the' hi^pi> 
of bin whom be reproves, will always have 
•Urn tbe m^M&td&aa of obtaining or deserving 
Idndaees; if be wmeeds, be benefiu bU friend, 
and if bt fittl% be has at least the oonsdousness 
tk«t be wdbsifor only doing welk 



Ko. 41. TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1750. 

M^aMr*eor4aiUibute$tiitgr«lagrmritqm, 

NmUBjkU ctgfu nm mtmimute tdit. 
JmpUat mUiUM »patium *ai nr temw, hoe eit 

Viatre bU, •ita pout friortfnu^—'itA.vt. 



M« wiih OM bittarmaiMBt to AxgBt ; 

Th^ Btteteh the limit* of tbis nairow •])•»; 

And, by ei^oyteg, Hvrf put lift agd*.— — r. i.«wi«. 

8o ftv ef the hoittt of life an fiUed up with otseeU 
«deq«ate to the nM ef mm, vbA bo freituently 
«fe we in want of pment ptoa t nie or empU^ment. 
that we ai« ihned to have Noowne eveiy moment 
to tbe pMt and liituie lot supplemental satis&c. 
tioa^aad fl«iit!ve Ike vaeiuties of ^m heipg» by ie< 
«olbati(n c^ lonnar paasagei, ar i i lifl l f tMW of 
towmek 

' ■ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I canaoir bttt wmidar thia mmm^ of. 
on every i&dt for nuitter on vvhkh ibm^ 
amy be ettiployed, m a stvong fmoiot the Mpe^ 
rior and oefestial nature of tlijp Mul of Dnm* We 
have no reaaon to beUeve timt etber omtmea hme 
higher fiiculties, or more eitensive Mpooities* tfam 
the preservation of themseiveS) or their apeeiei^* bv- 
qnires ; they seem always to be AiUy employed, ^ 
to be complotely ateaae without- eBEi|doyaient, to 
feel few intellectual miMries^ or pkomrei^ and to 
have no exuberance of understanding to lay out 
upon curiosity or caprice^ but to have their minds 
esw^ly adapted to their bodies, with few other 
ideas than such as corporal pain or j^easuse impress 
upon them. 

Of memory, whidi makes so large a part of the 
excellraoe oi the human soul, and which has so 
much influence upon all its othor powos, but a 
small portion has been aHkitted to the animal world. 
We do not find the grief with which the dams la- 
ment the loss of their young, proportionate to tl^ 
tenderness with whieh they caress, the assiduity 
with which they feed, or the vehemence with which 
they defend them. Their regard for their offspring, 
when it is before their eyes, is not, in appearance, 
kssthan that of a human parent; tnit when it is 
taken away, it is very soon forgotten, and, aftsv .a 
short absence, if brought again, wholly ^srtgaided. 

That they have very httie remembranoe of any 
thing onee out of the reach id ibeir Mnsea, and 
scarce any power of comparing the pKsent.walh 
the past, and regulating their eondusions ftom ex^ 
perience, may be gathered from this, that their 
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teHecJts are pMdneed in their ftiU perfertioiL The 
sparrow 4lfait was hatehed kst sprmg makes her 
fim nest tlie 'ensuing season^ of the same materials, 
and wtth tb6 same art, a» in any following year; 
and the hen condoets and shelters her first farood 
af obiehqns 'wiA' aU the^ prudence that she ever 
attains^ ■• !? 

It h»beea> adMd* by men who lore to perplex 
any thing thai is phin to common understandings^ 
iMw reason diiRm from instinct ; and Plwr has with 
no great prapriety made Solomon himself dechore^ 
that to distinguish them is* *' the fill's ignorance 
and ttie pedanfs pnde.'* To give an aecorale an-\ 
awer to a queatidn, of which the tons are not com- 1 
pletely understood, is impossible; we do not know ' 
in what either reason or instinet consists, aad tfaeren 
fore cannot tell with exactness how they diffinr; bat \ 
surely he that ooritempktea a riup and a bird's nest, 
will not be long without finding oat, that the idea 
of the one was impressed at once, and continued 
tlnough att the progresnye descents <rf* the species, 
without variation or improvement; and that the 
other is the result of experiments compared with 
experiments, has grown, by accumulated observa- 
tion, from less to greater excellence, and exhibits 
the collective knowledge of different ages and v»> 
rieiis professions. 

Memory is the purveys of reason, the power '\ 
^i^ch places those images before the mind upon 
which the judgment is to be exercised, and whidi 
treasures up the determinations that are once pass* 
ed, as the jaules of friture action, or grounds of sub- 
sequent conclusions. 
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j Itis^indead, thefinaltjrofrimciiibm^ wbkh 
/ niay besud topboewindiedbaftafaiMdagent^ 
If we were to act onljr in oomi t qm m m of tone ia^ 
mediate impulse, and Motivt w> diifctioD frcMn u^ 
temal BMtiTes of ehoioe, we AovJd bt pvbad ftr* 
ward by an in^iiioiUe &tafity» wUheat power ec 
reason for the most part to prefer one Mmg to m^ 
I dier, beoause we eould asake no mmpariaDn but of 
ol9cct& whlc^ mighft both bapp« to he present 

We owe to aaen)ory not oniy the ineraase^oQir 
knowledgei and onr progresa in rafcioMl inqnities^ 
hut many other intrileetndl pkaanraiu Indeed^ 
afanoit all that we can be aaid to aqorjr is past or 
iuture; the present ia in parpetind aMiliDn» feaaraa 
M as soen at kk arrivt8» ceases to be pMsenfc before 
its presenee ia weU petnaivad, sttd is oclj knesn 
to haye existed by ^ eftots wfaieh it laafes be* 
behind. The gioatsrt part of otwr ideas asises^ thera^ 
forei fpom the view baiwe or behind usb and we 
are happy or miaendUet aeeofdii^ as nn waaflheted 
by the son^y of oor lMe» or oar peoaped of lotoae 
existence. 

With regard to fbturity^ when erei^ are at sudi 
a distance from us that we cannot talce tlie wtiole 
concatenation into our view^ we have generally 
power enough over our imagination to torn it open 
pleasing scenes, and can promise ourselves riches, 
honours, and delights, without intermingling those 
yezaticms and anxieties, with which all humoi en* 
joyments are polluted. If fear breaks in on one sid^ 
and alarms us with dangers and disa[^pointmen^ 
we can adl in hope on the other, to soleie us wittar 
rewards^ and esoiqfies» and victories ; so th«t w^ are 
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aMom wHhoiit mmn9 c£ paHiating remote evils, 
and oan genendty 000th oundveB to traoquillHy^ 
wimever any tvottUaaome presage kappena to at- 
tadcns. 

It is, thersfoie^ I believe^ nrnch toore oommon 
for tlie solitary and thooghtfal tfi amuse themsdves 
with sc h e m e s of the future, than reviews of the 
past For the fiiture is pliant and ductile, and wiU 
be easHj moulded by a strcmg fimcy into any form. 
But the ioEu^pes which memory presents are of a 
atei h bom and untractaMe nature^ the olgeots of 
imBembranoe have already existed, and left their 
aignatore bettnd them impreased upon the mind, 
so as to defy all attempts of rasure or of change. 

Am the satisfiiotiop» therefore^ arising from me* 
mory are kss arfaitrary, th^ ate nnure solid, and 
an^ indeed, the oidy joys which we can call our 
own. Whateror we have once fq^ted, as Diy*. 
den expresses it» ^ in the saeied treasure of the past," 
is out of the reach of aoeiden^ or violence^ njor 
oan be kit either by our own weakness» or ano- 
tlMT'smaliee: 

■■ i V<w tamen irritum 
Quodcttnque retro est effieiet, neque 

Be ftir or Cool, or rain or shine^ 

Tht jojt I bftve poticw'd in iptte offtte «re nine. 
Not Bm^n itMlf qpon the part hM pow'r. 
Bat iAmX has been has been> and I have )iad my hour. 

AEYDBN. 

Tbeie is certainly no ipfcater happiness than to 
be able to look bade on a life usefully and virtuously 
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em^doyedy to trace our own progren in exutenoe^ 
by 8Mh tokens as excite neither sfamie nor aomyw; 
Life, in whieh noticing lias been done or suflfend 
to distinguisli one day irom anotlier, is to liim that 
has passed it, as if it had never been, except tiiat 
he is conscious how. ill he has hu^Minded the great 
deposit of his Creator. Life, nmde memorable bj 
crimes, and diversified through its several' periodi 
by wickedness, is indeed easily t^viewed, but re- 
viewed only with horror and remorse. 

The great consideration which ought to infloaMe 
us in the use of the present mowient ia to arne 
fVom the eflfect, which, as weti or itt apfdied, it 
must have upon tlie time to come ; for, though its 
actual existence be inconceivably short, yet it* ef- 
fects areunKmited; and there ia not the amalfest 
point of time but may extefad its cooaequenoeab 
either to our hurt or- our advimtagei through M 
eternity, and give us reason to' remember it fbt 
ever^ with anguish or extritatioii* 

The time of life, in which memory seems 
cularly to daim predominance over the other 
ties of the mind, is our dedining age. It has been 
remarked by former writers, that old men are gene- 
rally narrative, and fell easily into recitab of past 
transactions, and accounts c£ persons known to 
them in their youth. When we approach th^ verge 
of the grave it is more eminently true ; 

Vit4t iumtna hrevU spent nos veiat inchoare hngnm. 

Life's span forbids thee to extend thy cares. 
And stretch thy hopes bey<md thy yeara.—— cessch. 

We have no longer any possibility of great vidsiS- 
tudes in our fevour; the changes which are to hap- 
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pen in the world wUl come too late for our accom- 
modation;; aifdft^oae.ipbo ba?ejio bope befinre them, 
and to whom their present state is painful and irk- 
some, must of necessity turn theu: thoughts back 
to try what retrospect will afford. It ought, there* 
fiure, to be the care of those who wish to pass the 
last hours with comfort^ to lay up such a treasure 
<^ pleasing ideas, as shall support the expences of 
that time, which is to depend wholly upon the fund 
already acquired. 

"petite hincjjuvenesque senesque 



- JPinem amino certum, miserisque viatica curis, 

\ Sedkbere, ye young, the anchor of your mind; 

Here> suflTring age, a bless'd provision find. elphinstox. 

In youth, however unhappy, we solace oursdves 
with the hope of bettor fortune, and however vi- 
dous, appeaae our consciences with intentions of 
repentance ; bilt the time comes at last, in which 
life has no more to promise, in which happiness 
can be drawn only from recollection, and virtue 
vnit be all that we can recollect with {Measure. 
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No. 42. SATUBDAT, AUGUSTll, 1750. 

Mihi tarda Jlmtmi ingraltaqm tmnporwu ' ■ ■ n »m> 
How heftvily ny time revolyes along.— —ilpbimston. 

. To ihe RAMBLER. 

MS KAMBLBK, 

I AM no great admirer of grave writings^ and 
therefore very frequently lay your papers aside 
before I have read them through ; yet I cannot bat 
confess that, by slow degrees, you have raised my 
opinion of your understanding, and that, though I 
believe it will be long before I can be previdled 
upon to regard you with much kindness, you have, 
however, more of my esteem than those whom I 
sometimes make happy with opportunities to fiH 
my tea-pot, or pick up my fan. I shall diereft»e 
choose you for the confidant of my dRstresses, and 
ask your counsel with regard to the means cictm^ 
quering or escaping them, though I never expect 
from you any of that softness and [diuicy, which 
constitutes the perfection of a companion for the 
ladies; as, in the place where I now am, I have 
recourse to the mastiff^ for protection, though I 
have no intention of making him a lapdog. 

My mamma is a very fine lady, who has more 
numerous and more frequent assemblies at her 
house than any other person in the same quarter 
of the town. I was bred firom my earliest infiim^ 
in a perpetual tumult of pleasure^ and remember 
to have heard of little else than messages, visits 
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pbybouefi and bays; of the awkwardness of one 
woman, and tbe coquetry of another; the charm- 
iiig oonvenienoe of some rising fiishion, the difB« 
cnlty of playing a new game, the incidents of a 
aunqoerade^ and the dresses of a court-night I 
knew before I was ten years old alt the rules of pay* 
ing and receiving visits, and to how mucK civility 
every one of my acquaintance was entitled ; and 
was able to return, with the proper degree of re- 
serve or of vivacity, the stated and established an« 
swer to every compliment ; so that I was very soon 
celebrated as a wit and a beauty, and had heard 
before I was thirteen all that is ever said to a young 
kdy. My mother was genarous to so uncommon 
a degree as to be pleased with my advance into 
life, and allowed me, without envy or reproof, to 
enjoy tbe same happiness with herself; though most 
women about her own age were very angry to see 
young girls so forward, and many fine gentlemen 
told her how cruel it was to throw new chains 
upcm mankind, and to tyranniae over them at the 
same time with her own charms^ and those of her 
daughter. 

I have now lived two-and-twenty years, and have 
passed of each year nine months in town, and three 
at Richmond ; so that my time has been spent uni- 
formly in the same company, and the same amuse- 
ments, except as fiishion has introduced new diver* 
sions, or tbe revolutions of the gay world have a€» 
forded new successions of wits and beaux. How- 
ever» my mother is so good an economist of plea« 
sure, that 1 have no spare hours upop my hands ; 
for every morning brings some new appointmaa^ 
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•od every ttigkt k hwtidl vmtj l^r tfao nmmkUf 
of making our appearance at diffemt pfatces, ani 
of being with one lady at the opara, and with aan^ 
ther dA the card-taUe. 

> When the time oame of seltUdg imr teheme of 
iUkity for the saminer, it was determmed that I 
abeuM pay a visit to arieh aimt in a xemote county. 
As yott know the chief conversation of all tea^ 
tables, in the spring, erisesiioai a ecnnmiinicatioB 
of the manner in whinh tioie is tn be passed Ull 
wintar, it was a great relief to the barrenness of 
our topics, to relate the pleasures that w»e in 
store for me, to deraribe my unde% seal^ with the 
park and gardens, the charming walks and beauti- 
fill water&lls ; and every one told me how moch 
she envied me, and what satisfaction she had onoe 
ergoyed in a situation of the same kind. 

A& we ace all credulous in our own &vour, and 
willing to imagii^ some latent satis&ction in any 
thing which we have not experienced, I will con* 
fiess to you, without restraint, that I had suffinwd 
my head to be filled with expectations of soam 
nameless pleasure in a rural life, and that I hoped 
for the happy hour that should set me free from 
noise, and flutter, and ceremony, dtemiss n>e ta 
the peaceful shade/ and lull me in content and 
tranquillity. To solace myself under the misery 
of delay, I Mmetimes heard a studious lady of my 
acquaintance read pastorals, I was delighted with 
scarce any talk but of leaving the town, and never 
went to bed without dreaming of groves, and mea- 
dows, and frisking lambs. 

At length I bad aU my clothes in a trimk^ and 
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Mw tbe ocMK^ at the door ; I sprang in with ecstis j» 
quarrelled with my maid for being too loi^j^ ia 
taking leave of tbe other servaats,? and rejcooe^ as 
tbe ground grew less which lay between me ^d 
the completion of my Wishes* A few days brought 
me to a large old houses encompi^sed. on thi^ee 
sides with woody hiUsi and looking from, the front 
on a gentle river, the sight of wbicU renewed aU 
my expectations of pleasure, aiujl fgave me some 
regret for having lived so long without the enjoy- ^ 
men which these delightful scenes were now ^to 
afford me. My aunt came out tp receive me;, bot 
in a dress so far removed from tbe present ^shioii, 
that I could scarcely l6ok upon her without kugbi^ 
ter, which would have been po kind requital, for 
the trouble which she bad taken to make herself 
fine against my arrival. The night and the next 
mining were driven along with inquiries about 
our family; my aunt then explained , our pedigree; 
and told me stories of my great grandfather's bra- 
very in the civil wars, nor was it; )ess than three 
days before I could persuade her to leave me tP 
myself 

At last economy prevailed ; she went in l^e usual 
manner about her own affairs, and I was at li^rty 
to range in the wilderness, and. sit by the casc^e. 
The novelty of the objects about me pleased me 
for a while, but after a few days they were new 
no longer, and I soon began to perqeiye that the 
country was not my element; that shades, and 
flowers, and lawns, and waters, had very soon ex- 
hausted all their power of pleasing, and that I had 
not in myself any fund of satisfaction, with which 

VOL. IV. T 
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I feouM suppljr the loA of my ciiitoiMU7 tnciMe* 
meats. 

1 unhapi^ljr toM my attfiti in the ftrtt wirmA of 
<mr embraceB, that 1 had leare to «tay with ber ten 
weeks* Six only tae yet gcftie^ and bow Aall I Ihre 
through the remfiining foer ? I go out and retun ; 
1 pluck a flower, and throw it away ; I cMcfa all 
insect, and when I have examined its colours set 
H at litierty ; I fling a pebble into the water, and 
%e one circle spread after another. When it 
chances to rain, I walk In ttie great faall^ and watch 
tiie minute-hand upon the dial, or phy with a 
litter of kittens, which the oat happens to have 
brought in a lucky time. 

My aunt is afraid I shall grow mekndioly, and 
therefore encourages the neighbouring gentry to 
idsit us. They came at first with great eagerness 
to see the fine lady fix)m London ; but when we met; 
we ha^ no conimon tqiic on which we could am* 
verse; they had no curiosity after plays^ opens^ or 
xnusic; and I find as little tatisfaction from their 
accounts of the quarrels or alliances of femilies, 
whose names, when once I can escape, I shall never 
tiear. The woman have now seen me, know how 
my gown is made, and are satisfied ; tbe men are 
generaHy afraid of me^ and say little, because they 
think themsdves not at Hberty to talk rudely. 

Thus I am condemned to sc4itude ; the day moves 
slowly forward, and I see tiie dawn with uneasiness, 
because I consider that night is at a great distance. 
I have tried to sleep by a brook, but find its mur- 
murs ineffectud ; so that I am forced to be awake 
at least twelve hours, without visits^ without cards, 
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without laughter^ and without flattery. I walk be- 
cause lam disgusted with sitting still, and sit down 
because I am weary with walking* I have no mo- 
tive to action, nor any object of love, or bate^ or 
fear, or mdtnatioiK I cannot dress with spirit, for 
I have neither rival nor admirer. I cannot dance 
without a jMMtner ; nor be kind or cruel, without a 
lover. 

Such is the life of Eupbelia ; and such it is likely 
to eontinue ftr a month to oome. I have not yet 
declared agamst existence nor called upon the de« 
dttoies to cut my thread ; but I have sincerely re- 
iolved not to condemn myself to such another 
summer, nor too hastily to flatter myself with hap- 
piness. Yet I have heard, Mr Rambler, of those 
who never thought themselves so much at ease as 
in solitude, and cannot but suspect it to be some 
way or other my own fault, that without great 
prin, eitiier of mikid or body, I am thus weary of 
niyself : that the current of youth stagnates^ and 
that I am kmguishing in a dead calm, for want of 
some external impulse. I shall therefore think yois 
a benefeetor to our sex, it you witt teach me the 
art of living done; for 1 am ccmfident that a thou* 
sand and a thouamd and a thousand ladies, who 
afiect to talk with ecstasies of the pleasures of the 
country, are in reality, Hke me^ longing for tilt 
winter, and wishing to be delivered from them* 
selves by company and diversion* 

I am, wr, yours, 

EUPHSLIA. 
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No. 43. TUESDAY, AUGUST, 14, 1750. 

Flumine perpetuo iorrens solet aerhtt ire, 
Std tmnun hac brens est, ilia fere%nU ogrso.— — ovm. 

In course iippetuous soon the torrent dries, 

The brook a constant peaceAil streaiii suppliea.— -r. lewis. 

It is observe by those who have written on the 
constitution, of the human body, and the ori^ 
nal of those diseases by whioh it is afflicted, that 
every man cornea into the world morUd, that there 
is no temperature, so exactly regulated but that 
some humour is fatally predcmiinaot, and that we 
are generally impregnated, in our first entrance 
upon life, with the seeds of that malady, whidi, 
ifi time, shall bring us to the grave. 

This remark has been extended by others to the 
intellectual faculties . Some that imagine them- 
selves to have looked with more than common pe- 
netration into human nature* have endeavoured to 
persuade. us that each man is b^m with a mind 
formed peculiarly for certain purposes, and with 
desiMs unalterably determined to particular ob- 
jects, from which the attention cannot be long di- 
verted, and which alone, as they are well or ill 
pursued, must produce the praise or blame, the 
happiness or misery of his future life. 

This position has not, indeed^ been hitherto 
proved with strength proportionate to the assur- 
ance with which it has been advanced, and per- 
haps will never gain much prevalence by a close 
examination. 
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If tbe doctdne of innate- ideas be itself disputa- 
ble, thete seems to be little hope of establishing an 
opinion/ which supposes that even complications of 
ideas have been given us at our birtbi ^nd that we 
are made by nature ambitious, or covetous, before 
we know the meaning oiF either power or money. ^ 

Yet as every step in the progression of existence 
changes our position with respect to the things 
about us, so as to lay us open to new assaults and 
particular dangers, and subjects us to inconve* 
niencies from which any other situation is exempt-; 
as a public or a private life, youth and age, wealth 
and poverty, have all some evil closely adherent^ 
which, cannot wholly be escaped but by quitting 
the state to which it is annexed, and submitting to 
the incumbrances of some other condition; so it 
cannot be denied that every difference in the struc- 
ture of the mind has its advantages and its wants ; 
and that failures and defects being inseparable from 
humanity, however the powers of understanding 
be extended or contracted, there will on one side 
or the other always be an tfvenue to error aad 
miscarriage. 

There seem to be some souls suited to great, and 
others to little emplQyments ; some formed to soar 
alofl, and take in wide views, and others to grovel 
on the ground, and confine their regard to a Dar« 
row sphere. Of theise the one is always in danger 
of becoming useless by a daring negltgenoe, the 
other by a scrupulous solicitude ; the one coHecti 
many ideas, but oonftised and indistinct ; the other 
» busied in minute accuracy, but without compass 
and without dignity. 
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The general eiror of tboae who poisess poivter- 
fill and devflted undentandaigi^ if, that thef fatm 
aohemea of too great extent, and flatter theimelTea 
too hastilsr with success; they feel thai own fonee 
to be great, and by the eompUoencgr with whioh 
every man surveys himself, imagine it still greater : 
they therefore look out for undertakings worthy of 
their aUlities, and engage in them with very Utde 
precaution, for they imagine that without preme* 
ditated measures, they shall be aUe to find e(pe* 
dimts in all difficulties. They are natunilly apt to 
consider all prudential maxims as below their re- 
gard, to treat with contempt those securities md 
lesouraes which others know themselves obliged, to 
provide, and disdain to aooomplish that purposes 
by establidied meaiM, and oommcm gradataonst 

Precipitation thus indted by the pride ^ intd* 
Itctual auperiority, is very fatdl to great deogna. 
The vesoltttioii of the combat is sddom eqpial to 
tiie vdiemenee of the charge. He that meets with 
an o[^Qsition which he^ did not expect, loses his 
courage. The violenoe of his first onset is suo- 
ceeded by a lasting and unconquerable langour; 
miscarriage makes him fearful of giving way to 
new hopes ; and the contemplation of an attempt 
in which he has fallen below his own expectatioos 
is painfiil and vexatious; he therefore na^rally 
turrn his attention to more pleasing olqects, and 
balntiiates his imagination to other entertainmentSt 
till, by sbw degnee^ he quits his first pursuit, and 
auffim some other project to take posse^Mnon of hia 
thoughts, in which the same ardour of mind pro* 
misea him again certain success^ and which dia- 
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•ppou)ta)«»ta of tbe mime kin4 wwpel him to 
abendoik 

Thus too much vigour in the beginning of an 
uodfrtaking, oftan intercepts and prevents the stea^ 
imm and perseverance always necessary in the 
coBduct of a oomplieated scheme* where many \n^ 
teiwti are to be connected* many movements to 
be adjusted* and the joint effort of distinct and in- 
dependent powers to be directed to a single point 
In all important events whiqh have been suddenly 
brought to pass, chance has been the agjent rather 
IhaQ teasQB ; and, therefor^ however those who 
eeemed to preside in tbe tfansaction, may have 
been celebrated by such as loved or feared theon^ 
9iijQceedh)g times have commoi^y considered them 
as fortunate rather thaq prudent Every design in 
which the oonneeiion ia regularly traced from the 
^t motion to the hist, must be formed and exe* 
coted by cahn intsepidityt and requires not only 
courage which danger eanuot turn aaide^ but oon^ 
staaqy wbich fatigue^ cannot; weary* and contri- 
vance which impedimenta cannot e^ihauat 

AU the performances of human art, at which we 
look with praise or wonder, are instances of the 
resistless force of perseverance; it is by this that 
the ^piarry becomes a j^nramid, and that distant 
eouBtries are united with camds* If a man was to 
compaie the effect of a ringle strJce of the pidc* 
am. Off of one impression of the spade, with .the 
general design md last result, he would be over* 
wbdned hf the sense of thdur disproportion ; yet 
tboif petty ofentifmk incessantly continued, in 
time surmount the greatest difficulties, and moun- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



180 TH«ftAM6L%Rw No. 4S. 

tains are lerelled, and ooeam- bounded, by the 
slender force of human beings. 

It is therefore of the utmost imfKntancie that 
those who have any intention of deviating from 
the beaten roads of life, and acquiring a reputation 
superior to names hourly swept away by time 
among the refuse of fame, should add to their rea- 
son, and their spirit, the power of persisting in 
their purposes; acquire the art of sapping what 
they cannot batter, and the habit of vanquishing 
obstinate resistance by obstinate attacks. 

The student who would build his knowledge on 
solid foundations, and proceed by ju«t degrees to 
die pinnacles of truth, h directed by the great plu- 
losopher of France to begin by doubting of his own 
existence. In like maimer, whoever would com- 
plete any arduous and intricate enterpise, should, 
as soon as his imagination can cool after the first 
blaze of hope, place before bis own eyes every pos-* 
sible embarrassment that may retard or defeat him. 
He should first question the .probability of sucoms, 
and then endeavour to reiriove the objections that 
be has raised. It is proper, says oM Markham, 
to exercise your horse on the more inconvenient 
side of the course^ that if he should, in the race, 
be forced upon it, he may not be discocir^ged ; 
and Horace advises his poetical fifend td comMer 
every day as the last which he shall enjoy, beeaoae 
that will always give pleasure which we Nodve 
beyond our hopes. If we alarm ourselves before* 
hand with more difficulties thdn we really find, w» 
shall be animated by unexpected facjtttjr witfc 
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double spirit; and if we find our cautions and 
fear^ justified by the consequence, there will how- 
ever happen nothing against which provision has 
not been made, no sudden shock will be received, 
nor will the main scheme be disconcerted. 

There is, indeed, some danger lest he that too 
scrupulously balances probabilities, and too perspi- 
caciously foresees obstacles, should remain always 
in a state of inaction, without venturing upon at- 
tempts on which he may perhaps spend his labour 
without advantage. But previous despondence is 
n6t the fault of those for whom this essay is de- 
signed; they who require to be warned against 
precipitation, will not suffer more fear to intrude 
into their contemplations than is necessary to al- 
lay the effervescence of an agitated fancy. As 
Des Cartes has kindly shewn how a man may 
prove to himself his own existence, if once he can 
be prevailed upon to question it, so the ardent and' 
adventurous will not be long without finding some 
plausible extenuation of the greatest difficulties. 
Such, indeed, is the uncertainty of all human! af^ 
fairs, that security and despair are ^equal follies; 
and as it is presumption and arrogance to antid- 
pate triumphs, it is weakness and cowardice to 
prognosticate miscarriages.. The numbers that 
have been stoppi^d in their career of happiness are 
sufficient to sh^w the uncertainty of human fore- 
sight ; but ihere are not wanting contrary instancies 
of such success obtained against all appearances, 
as may warraht the boldest flights of genius, if 
they are ^supported' by 'unshaken perseverance. ' 
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"Ow*^ k /Uii it'.— 'HOMBJU 
Dresmi deseend from Jove.— — pofe. 

Tod^RAMBLEiL 

SIB) 

I BAD lateljr A Tfiy remarkiible ^re^m, wbieli 
loade so atrong an impreision on me, that 1 t^ 
member it every word ; and if you are not bet^ 
employed, you may read the rdation <^ it aa fol*- 
lows : 

Metbought I was in the nndit of a ymy wn ta ^ 
taining set of company, and extremely dd^htad 
in attending to a livdy eonversatimif when cm a 
sudden I peroeived one of the moat ilmdai^ 
figurea imagination can frame, advweing towaada 
me. She was ckest in black, lier akin wai co% 
tracted into a thousand wrinkieiE^ ber eyes auidi; 
deep in her bead, and her eompleodon pale aod 
livid as the countenance of death* Her looks w^ne 
filled with terror and unrelentmg wverity, and 
her hand* armed with whips and scorj^ons. A^ 
soon as $he came near» with a horrid frown, and a 
voice that <&illed my very blood, she bid nae fi)l* 
low hen I obeyed, and she led me tbroogh rug* 
ged paths, beset with briars and thorns, into a deep 
solitary valley. Wherever ihe passed, the fading 
verdure withered beneath ber steps ; her peatilm- 
tial breath infected the air with malignmt va* 
pours, obscured the lustre of the aun* and invcdved 
the fair &ce of heaven in imiversal £^oom« Dis* 
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BMl bowliDgs iMoonded through the foresty &om 
every baleful tree the night raven uttered bia 
dreadful not^ and the progpeet waa filled with de- 
solation and hcnrrw* In the midat of this treroen*^ 
dotts aoene mj execrable guide addr^Baed me in 
the following mannw.: 

^ Retire with me, Q raah untbiolpng mortal, 
^ fiom the vain allurements of a deceitful world, 
^and learn that pleasure waa not designed the 
^ portion of human life* Man wds bom to moyrn 
^ and to be wretobed ; this is the oonditipo of all 
^* below the stars^ land whocfver ^ideavouia to op^ 
^^ pose it, aets in eontradiction to the will of Hea^ 
^ ven« Fly then firpm the fiital enobantment^ of 
"* youth, and focial ddigbtt and here oonsecrate 
^ the M^tary boura to kttnentation and woe. Mi* 
"* sery ia tha doty of all subhwary bting^ and 
^ every enjoymmit ia an oflRinoe to the Deity^ who 
<« ia to be woiabiiqped only by the mortification of 
^ mefj sense of pleasure, and the everleating ex» 
^ ereiae of sighs and tears.** 

This mebnoholy picture of life quite sunk my 
spurits, and aeemed to aimihikte every principle 
of joy within me. I threw myself beneath a blasted 
yew, where the winds blew oold and dismal round 
my headf and dreadful ai^rebensions chilled my 
heart. Here I resolved to lie till the hand of 
deaths which 1 impatiently invoked^ should put 
an end to the miseries of a life so deplorebly 
wretched. In this sad aituation I espied on one 
hand i^ me a deep ihuddy river, whose heavy 
waves rolled on in alow suUen murmurs. Here 
I detenmned to plunge, and way just upoq the 
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brink, yithen I* found myself suM^ly ditewn bade. 
I turned about, and was surprised b^ the sigfat of 
the loveliest object I had ever beheld: The most 
engaging charms of youth and beauty appeared in 
all her form ; effulgent igldries sparkled in her eyes, 
and their awful splendours were softened by the 
gentlest looks of compas^6n and peace. At her 
approadi the frightful ferpectre who had before tor- 
mented me, vanisbed away, and with her all the 
horrors she had caused; The gloomy clouds bright- 
ened into a cheerful sunshitie, the groves recovered 
their Verdure, and the whole region looked gay 
and blooming as the garden of Eden. I was quite 
transported at this urlexpecited change, and re* 
viving pli^asure b^gati to glad my thoughts, when, 
with a look of ine:!tpressib}e sweetness, my beaute- 
ous deliverer thus uttered her divine instructions : 

•*My niakne is' Religion.' lam the offspring of 
•« Truth and liove, and' the parent of Benevo- 
•«l«nce, Hope, and Joy. That' monster from 
** whose power I have freed you is called Super- 
''stition; she is the child of Discontent, and her 
** followers are Fear afid* Sorrow. Thus diflPerent 
*^ as we are, she has' often the insolence to assume 
'^ my name and character, and seduces unhappy 
** mortals to think us the - satne, till she, at length, 
•* drives them to the' borders of Despair, that 
*^ dreadful abyss into which you were just going 
•* to sink: 

•* Look round and survey the various beauties 
*' of the globe, which Heaven has destined for the 
•• seat of the human race, and consider whether a 
^ world thus exquisitely framed could be meant 
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*^ for tfie.alipde, of OQi^ery. aqd poin. Fw wha|: end 
<< has the lavish hand of ProvkMnc? diffiiaed auch 
'* iDQumer^ble otyecU of delight^ but that all qught 
^* rejoice in the pdvilege of existaioe, and be filled 
** widi gratitude to thct beneficent author of it ? 
** Thus to eiQoy the bleaaiqgs. he has sent, ia virtue 
** and obedi^ice ; and to reject them merely a^ 
'V-m^ns of pleasure* is pitiable ignorance or aU 
^* surd penreroeness. Infinite goodness is the source 
^^of created existence; the proper tendency c£ 
^ every rational being, from the highest x>rder c£ 
'' r^i^ured seraphs* to the meanest rank of men» 
'* is to rise incessantly from the lower d^ees of 
'^.happiness to higher. They have each . faeultiea 
** asdgned them for various ordera of di^ights."* 

** What*'' cr^ I, '* is this the language of Re- 
'Migion? Does she lead her votaries through 
^' flowery paths* and bid them -pass ap unkborious 
<< Ufe? Where ane the paiuf^ toib of virtue* the 
'* nKHTtificatiQas <^ penitents* the sdf-deinying ex^ 
** ercises of sawts and heroes ?" 

^ The true, enjoyments of a reasonable betng**" 
answered she mildly^ ** do not consist in unbounded 
*< indulgence* or luxurious ease* in the tumult <^ 
? passions* the langour of indolence^ or the flutter 
*' of light amusements. Yielding to immoral plea* 
** sure corrupts the mind* living to animal and trifling 
V ones debases it ; both in their degree disqualify 
^ it for its genuine good* and consign it over to 
^* wretchedness. Whoever would be really happy* 
** must make the diligent and regular exercise of 
** his superior powers his chief attention* adoring 
** the perfections of his Maker* expressing good- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



« will lo bi* ftnciw«craitiiMS| edttrmlhig inwitd 
^ reedtude. To hb tower fiieuMei be mast allow 
« sQdi grttlMeatkxis a$ wflU by rsfi«shing Mm, hi- 
^ vigonite bte nobler pursaita. In tbe r^on« in- 
^baUted by angelic natures, nnmingled Uiidty 
^ for ever bkxHnfl, joy flows tbcre wMi a perpetual 
« and abundant streanii nor needa there any mound 
"* to dieok its eoune. Beings conscious of a frame 
^ of mind origindly diseased^ as idl the buman race 
« bas cause to be» must use then^ittfen of a Strieker 
« self-gOYCmment Whoever has bean guilty of 
'« voluntary eouMses must patiendy submit boCb to 
^ the painful waridnga of nature^ and neadftiJ se- 
^ verities of mediebie, in ordw to tali cin«. Still 
'' he is entitled to a moderate share of whatever 
^'aUevkting aeoomnodations this ttir mansion (^ 
« bis meretful Parent affords, eansiatettt with bis 
^leooveiy. And in proportion aa tins reeovcry 
"^ advidces^ tbe HveHeal joy will spring from his 
^ secret sense of an amended and improving heart 
«'— Sofar from the honors of despiir iatbeoon- 
^ dition even of tbe guit^r.-^^^bodder, poor mortal, 
'' at tbe thouglit of the golf mto which tbon wast 
^ but now going to plunge. 

<* While the most fimlQr have evcv enoom^ 
** ment to amend, the more innocent soul will be 
^ supported with stiU sweeter consolations under 
'' all its experience cf human inflrmitiea; support- 
^ ed fay tbe gladdening assurances that every sin- 
** cere endeavour to. outgrow them shril be asosted, 
'* accepted, and rewarded. To such a one tbe low- 
^ liest self*«ba8ement is but a deep4aid foundation 
'' for tbe most elevated hopes ; sinco they who fidth- 
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^ M\f txu^M Md adctiovrkdge what thef are, 
^ shall be enaUed under my oroduct to beomne 
<* wkat tbey denra The Chrirtian and the hero 
^amtnaeparaUe; and to aspirings of anaasaming 
^ trust, and fiKal eonfideno^ ara set «tK> bounds. 
^ To him who is animated with a view of obtain- 
^ ing approbation from the Sovereign of the uni. 
** verse, no diffieulty is insurmountaUe. Secure 
^ in th» pursuit of every needful aid> his eonflict 
^ with the severest pams and trials^ is litde more 
^ than the vigorous e&ercises of a mind in health. 
^ His patient dependenee on that FMvidmce which 
^^ looks tlirougb all et^ni^^ his nlent rerigmation, 
^ his ready accommodation of his thoughts and be* 
*< baviour to its inscrutaUe ways, is at once the 
^ most exodlent sort of self-denial, mvi a source 
^ (rf* the most tKalted transports. [Society is the 
f'trae sphere of hoDsai vittue. [in social, active 
^ V& diiBoullses, witt perpetually be met with ; le. 
^ stisdiits of many kindt will be necessary ; and 
^ stndyii^ to bdiave right in respect ot tbese is 
^ a discijd&ne of the human heart, useftd to others, 
'^ and imfMOVing to its^. ) Suflaring is no duty, 
^ but where it is necessary to avoid guilt, or to do 
^ good ;. nor pleasure a crime, but where it strength- 
*^ ens the influence of bad inclinations, or lessens 
^ the generous activity of virtue. The happiness 
^ allotted to a man in his present state, is indeed 
** faint and low, compared with his immortal pro- 
^ spects, and noUe capacities ; but yet whatever 
*^ portion of it the distributing hrnid of heaven 
^ infers to each individual, is a needful support 
** and refteshment finr the present moment, so far 
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'' u it may nat hinder the attainii^ of his final 
^ destinatioD. * 

r^ Return then with * me from oonttnual misery 
** to moderate enjoyment and grateful alaerity. 
'* Return from the osnUnded-viedro of solitiide to 
" the proper duties of a relative and dependl^t 
** being. Relif^ is not confined to cdls and 
« dosets, nor restrained to^ sullen reltirement. These 
*'are the gloomy doctrines of Superstition, by 
** which she endeavours to iHreak those chains of 
** benevolence and social aflfectioo^ that link the^ 
*' w^are of every paftioubr with that of the whole. j 
** Remember that the greatest honour you can pay 
'' to the Author of your being is by such a cheer* 
** fill behaviour, as 4isQ0vers a mind satisfied with 
" his dispensations^'' 

Here my preceptress pnuaed, mod I was going 
to express my acknowfedgneatslfor her discourse, 
when a Hng of belli firomthe neighbouring vilb^ 
and a new^tism sundarting his beams through my 
windows, awaked me. 

i 

I 9LtQ^ Yours, &C. 
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This is the chief felicity of life^ 

That conoord smile on the oonnubial bed ; 

But now 'tis hatred all. 

7o«k RAMBLER. 

Thovgh, in the diasertatuHis which you have 
given us on marriage, very just caudona are 
hdd down against the common causes of felicity, 
md the necessity of having, in thait important 
choice, the first r^;ard to virtue, is carefully in- 
culcated; yet I canned think the subject so much 
exhausted, but that a little reflection would pr^ 
sent to the mind mwy questions, in the discus- 
sion of which great numbers 9xe interested, and 
many precepts which deserve to be more parti- 
culariy and forcibly impressed. 

You seem, like most of the writers that have 
gone before you, to have allowed as an uncon- 
tested principle, that ** Marriage is generally un- 
happy ;'' but I know not whether a man who pro- 
fesses to think for himself, and concludes fit>m 
his own observaticHis, does not depart from his 
character when he f<41ows the crowd thus impli- 
citly, and recaves maxims without recalling them 
to a new examination, especially when they ccmi- 

VOL. IV. * u 
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prise BO wide a cireuit of life^ a&d indtide such 
yariety oi circumstances. As I have an equal 
right with others to give mj opinum erf* the ob* 
jects about me, and a better title to determine 
concerning tliat state which I have tried, than 
many who talk of it without experience, I am un* 
willing to be restrained by mere authority from 
advancing what, I bdieve, an accurate view of the 
world will confirm, that marriage is not commonly 
unhappy, otherwise than as life is unhappy ; and 
that most of those who complain of connubial mi- 
saies, have as mudi satisfiu^n as their nature 
would have admitted, or their conduct procured, 
in any other condition. 

It ii, indeed, common to hear both sexes repine 
at thdr change^ relate the happiness of their eiurljer 
years, Uame the folly and rashness of thar own 
choice, and w«n those whom they see coming into 
the world agwnst the same precipitimoe and infi^ 
tuatlon. But it is to be remembered, that the da]w 
which they so much wish to call back, are the days 
not only of cdibaqr but of youth, the days of no- 
vdty and improvement, of ardour and of hope, of 
health and vigour of body, of gaiety and lightnw 
of heart It is not easy to surround Ufe with any 
oiroumstances in which youth will not be delight* 
fill ; and I am afraid that whether married or un* 
married, we shall find the vesture of terrestrial ex* 
istence more heavy and cumbrous, the longer it is 
worn. 

That they censure themselves for the indiscre- 
tion of their chdee, is not a suffiaent proof that 
they bftve chosen ill, sin^e we see the same disoon* 
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Um% %t ew&ty oth«r part qf life whM) we cannot 
o)i9iige. G>nverse with almcwt any man, grown 
old in a precession, and you will find him regretting 
that he did not enter into some different ooqrse, to 
which he too late finds his genius better adaptedt 
or in which he discovers that wealth and honour 
are more easily attained* '* The merchant,^ says 
Horace, <* envies the soldier, and the soldier re- 
'' counts the felicity of the merchant ; the lawyer, 
^^ when his clients harass him» calls out for the quiet 
'^ pf the ^untryman ; and the cpuntryman, when 
^^ business calls him to town, proclaims that there 
^^ is no happiness but amidst opulence and crowds.** 
i^very man recounts the inconveniencea of his own 
station, and thinks those of any other less, because 
be ha9 not felt them. Thus the married praise the 
ease and freedom pf a single state, and the single 
fly to marriage from the weariness of soli};ude.^ 
From all our observations we may collect with oer-^ 
tainty, that misery is the lot of man, but cannpt 
discover in what particular condition it will find 
most alleviations ; or whether a)l externa} appen*- 
dages are not, as we use them, the causes either 
of good or ilL 

Whoever feels great pain, naturally hopes for 
ease from change of posture ; he changes it, and 
finds himself equally tormented ; and of the same 
kind are the expedients by which we endeavour to 
obviate or elude those uneasinesses, to which mor- 
tality will always be subject It is not likely that 
the married state is eminently miserable, since we 
fee such numbers, whom the death of then* partners 
baa set free from i<^ entering It tgain* 
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Wives and husbands ar^ indeed, incessantly com- 
plaining of each other; and there would be reason 
for imagining that almost every house was infested 
with perverseness or oppression beyond human suf- 
ferance, did we not know upon how small occasicHis 
some minds burst out into lamentations and re- 
proaches, and how naturally every animal revenges 
his pain upon those who happen to be near, with- 
out any nice examination of its cause. We are 
always willing to fancy ourselves within a little of 
happiness, and when, with repeated efforts, we 
catmot reach it, persuade ourselves that it is in- 
tercepted by an ill-paired mate, since, if we could 
find any other obstacle, it would be our own fitult 
that it was not removed. 

Anatomists have often remarked, that though 
our diseases are sufficiently numerous and severe, 
yet when we inquire into the structure of the body, 
the tenderness of some parts, the minuteness of 
others, and the immense multiplicity of animal 
functions that must concur to the healthful and 
vigorous exercise of all our powers, there appears 
reason to wonder rather that we are preserved so 
long, than that we perish so soon, and that our 
frame subsists for a single day, or hour, without 
disorder, rather than that it should be broken or 
obstructed by violence of accidents^ or length of 
time. 

The same reflection arises in my mind, upon ob- 
servation of the manner in which marriage is fine- 
quently contracted. When I see the avaricious 
and crafty, taking companions to their tables and 
their beds without any inquiry, but after farms and 
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money ; or the giddy and thoughdess uniting them^ 
selves for life to those whom they have only seen 
by (he light of tapers at a ball ; when parents make 
articles for their children, without inquiring after 
their consent ; when some niarry for heirs to dis- 
appoint their brotherSi and others throw themselves 
into the arms of those whom they do not love, be- 
cause they have found themselves rejected where 
they were most solicitous to please; when some 
marry because their servants cheat them, some be- 
cause they squander their own money, some be- 
cause their houses are pestered with company, 
some because they will live like other people, and 
some only because they are sick of themselyes, I 
am not so much inclined to wonder that marriage 
is sometimes unhappy, as that it appears so little 
loaded with calamity ;^d cannot but conclude that 
society has something m itself eminently agreeable 
to human nature, when I find its pleasures so great, 
that even the ill choice of a companion can hardly 
overbalance them. ' 

By the ancient 'custom of the Muscovites, the 
men and women never saw each other till they 
were jmned beyond the power of parting. It may 
be suspected that by this method mapy unsuitable 
matches were produced, and many tempers asso- 
ciated that were not qualified to give pleasure to 
each other. Yet, perhaps, among a people so lit- 
tle delicate, where the paucity of gratifications, 
and the uniformity of life, gave no opportunity 
for imagination to interpose its objections, there 
was not much danger of capridous dislike; and 
while they felt neither cold nor hunger thejr might 
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live quietly together, without uny thought <rf ^ 
defects of one another. 

Amongst us, whom knowledge has made nice, 
and affluenoe wanton, there are, indeed, more cau- 
tions requisite to secure tranquillity ; and yet if we 
obserre the manner in which those conTerse,- who 
have singled out each other for marriage, we shall, 
perhaps, not think that the Russians lost much by 
their restraint For the whole endeavour of both 
parties, during the time of courtship, is to hinder 
themselves from being known, and to disguise 
their natural temper, and real desires, in hypocri* 
ileal imitation, studied compliance, and continual 
affectation. From the time that thehr love is avowed, 
neither sees the other but in a mask, and the dieat 
i& managed often on both sides with so much ar^ 
and discovered afterwards with so much abrupt^ 
ness, that each has reason to suspect that some 
transformation has happened on the wedding-night, 
and that, by a strange imposture, one has been 
courted, and another married. 

I desire you^ therefore, Mr Rambler, to question 
all who shall hereafter come to you with mMli- 
monial complaints, concerning their behaviour in 
the time of courtship, and inform them that they 
are neither to wonder nor repine, when a oontmct 
begun with ftaud has ended in disappointment 

lam^&c 
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No. 46. SATURDAY, AUGUST «6, 1760. 



, ei prtMPos, et qua wmfiehmu ipii. 

Nought from my birth or aneeston I daim ; 
An 18 my own, my honour and my ahame. 

7b Oie RAMBLEK 

silt, 
StNO£ I find tfatt you hare paid m much regard 
to my omtiplai&ti as to pnUish them, I am in- 
dined by Vanityi or gratitude, to continue our cop- 
ra^Kmdence ; and^ indeed, without either <^ these 
motives^ am glad of an opportunity to write, for I 
am not aceustomed to keep in any thing that swells 
my heart, and have here none with whom I can 
fredy conTerse* While 1 am thus employed, some 
tedious hours will slip away, and when I return to 
watch tile dock, I shall find that I have disbui^ 
dened myself of part of the day. 

You perceive that I do not pretend to write with 
much coiiddemtion of any thing but my own con«* 
venience; and, not to conceal from you my real 
sentiments, the little time which I have spent, 
against my will, in solitary meditation, has not 
much contributed to my veneration for authors. 
I have now sufficient reason to suspect, that, with 
all your splendid professions of wisdom, and seem«- 
ing regard for truth, you have very litde sincerity ; 
that you either write what you do not think, and 
wiUin^^y impose upon mankind, or that you take 
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no care to think right, but while you set up your- 
selves as guides, mislead your followa:)s by credu- 
lity or negligence ; that you produce to the pub- 
lie whatever notions you can speciously maintain, 
or elegantly express, without inquiring whether 
they are just, and transcribe heveditary fidsdioods 
from old authors perhaps as ignorant and cardess 
as yourselves. 

You may perhiq[M wonder that I express myself 
with so much acrimony on a question in which 
women are supposed to have very little intaiest ; 
and you are likely enough, for I have seen many 
instances of the saudness of schohis^ to tell me^ 
that I am more properly an^^oyed in playing willi 
my kittens, than in giving myself airs of critioisaii 
and censuring the learned. But you are mistaken, 
if you imagine that I am to be intimidated by your 
contempt, or silenced by your rqiroofs. As I read, 
I have a right to judge ; as I am injured, I have a 
right to complain; and these (irivii^pefl^ whieh I 
have purchased at so dear a rate, I shall not easily 
be persuaded to resign. 

To read has, indeed, never been my buoness, 
but as there are hour$ of leisure in the most active 
life, I have passed the superfluities of tim^ wbkh 
the diversions of the town Idt upon my bands, in 
turning over a large coUec^n of tragedies and ro- 
mances, where, amongst other sentiments corammi 
to all authors of this class, I have found almost 
every page tilled with the charms and ha|^piness 
of a country life ; that life to which every sti^esr 
man in the highest devation of his pro^erity is 
contriving to retire; that life to whidi every tn^ 
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heroine in some scene or other wishes to have been 
bom, and which is represented as a certain refuge 
from foUy, from anxiety, firom pasdon^ and from 
guilt. 

It was imposnble to read so many pasdonate ex- 
damations, and soothing descriptions, without feel- 
ing some desure to enjoy the state in which all this 
felidty was to be enjoyed ; and therefore I received 
with raptures the invitation of my good aunt, and 
expected that I7 some unknown 'influence I should 
find all hopes and fears, jealousies and competitimis, 
vanish from my heart upon my first arrival at the 
seats of innocence and tranquillity ; that I should 
deep in halcyon bowers, and wander in elysian 
gardens^ where I should meet with nothing but 
the softness of benevolence, the candour of sim- 
plicity, and the cheerfulness of content ; where I 
shoukl see reason exiting her sovereignty over 
life, without any interruption from envy, avarice, 
or ambGdon, and every day passing in such a man- 
ner as the severest wisdom should approve. 

This, Mr Rambler, I teU you I expected, and 
this I had by an hundred authors been taught to 
expect By this expectation I was led hither, and 
here I live in perpetual uneasiness, without any 
other comfort than that of hoping to rotum to Lon- 
don. 

Having, since I wrote my former letter, been 
driven, by the mere necessity of escaping from 
absolute inactivity, to make myself more acquaint- 
ed with the afiairs and inhabitants of this place, I 
am now no longer an absolute stranger to rural 
conversation and employments, but am far from 
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diacovering in them more innocenee or wisdom, 
than in the sentiments or conduct of those with 
whom I haye passed more cheerful and more ft- 
shionable hours. 

. It is common to reproach the tea4able» and the 
Pai^i with giving opportunities and encoungement 
to scandal. I cannot whdly dear them from the 
(charge; but must, however* observe in fiivourof 
the modish prattlers, that if not by principles we 
are at least by accident less guilty of defiunation 
than the country ladies. For having greata- num- 
bers to observe and censure^ we are commonly coik 
tent to charge them only with their own fiiults or 
lollies, and seldom give way to malevolence* but 
such as arises from some injury or affitmt, real or 
imaginary, o£Pered to ourselves. But in these 
distant provinces, where the same famUies inhabit 
the same houses from age to age, they transmit and 
recount the fiiults of a whde suoocasioiL I have 
been informed how every estate in the neigbbouiw 
hood was originally got* and find* if I may credit 
the accounts given me* that there is not a single 
acre in the hands of the right owner. I have been 
told of intrigues between beausand toasts that have 
been now three centuries in their quiet graves, and 
am often entertained with traditional soandal on 
persons of whose names there would have been no 
remembrance, had they not committed somewhat 
that might disgrace their descendmts. 

In one of my visits* I happened to commend the 
air and dignity of a young lady* who had just left 
the company ; upon which too grave matrons looked 
with great slyness at each other* and the dder asked 
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tne whether I h^d ever seen the picture of Renry 
the E^hth. You may imagitie that I did not im- 
mediately perceive the propriety of the question ; 
but after having waited a while for information, I 
ivas told that the lady's gn^mother had a great*^ 
great*gratidmother that was an attendant on Anna 
Bullen, and supposed to have been too much a fa- 
vourite of the king* 

If once th6re happens a quarrel between the prin-i 
dpal persons of two families, the malignity is con- 
tinued without end, and it Is common for old maids 
to fkll out about some election, in which their grand- 
fathers were competitors ; the heart- burnings of the 
civil war are not yet extinguished ; there are two 
families in the neighbourhood who have destroyed 
each other's game from the time of Philip and Mary; 
and when an account came of an inundation, which 
had injured the plantations of a worthy gentleman, 
one of the hearers remarked, with exultation, that 
he might now have some notion of the ravages com- 
mitted by his ancestors in their retreat fiom Bos- 
worth, 

Thus malice and hatred descend here with an in- 
heritance, and it is necessary to be well versed in 
history, that the various factions of this county may 
be understood. You cannot expect to be on good 
terms with families who are resolved to love no- 
thing in common ; and, in selecting your intimates, 
you are perhaps to consider which party you most 
&vour in the barons' wars. I have often lost the 
good opinion of my aunt's visitants by confounding 
the interests of York and Lancaster, and was once 
censured for sitting silent when William Rufus was 
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called a tyrant I have, however, now thrown aside 
all pretences to circumspection, for I find it impos- 
sible in less than seven years to learn all the requi- 
site cautions. At London, if you know your com- 
pany, and their pai-egy^ you are safe ; but you are 
here suspected of alluding to the slips of great- 
grandmothers, and of reviving contests which were 
decided in armour by the redoubted knights of an- 
cient times. I hope therefore that you will not 
condemn my impatience, if I am weary of attending 
where nothing can be learned, and of quarrelling 
where there is nothing to contest, and that you 
will contribute to divert me while I stay here by 
son^ facetious performance. 

I am, sir, 

EUPHELIA. 
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Qu^zn^tfom Au ioUtHu acquiescam, debUitor etfrangor eadem iUa huma* 
nitate quae me, vi hoc ipsum permitterem* xTtduxiU Non ideo tamen 
velim ihirior fieri : nee ignoro alios h^jnsmodi casus nihil ampUus vo« 
care quam dammum ; eoque sihi magnos homines et sapienies videri* 
Qui an magni sapieniesgue sint, nescio : homines non sunt. Homim$ 
est emm qffici dohre, sentire : resistere tamen, et solatia admiitere ; 
non sdatiis non egere* puk. 

These proceedings have affiyrded me some comfort in my distress ; not* 
withstanding which^ I am still dispirited and unhinged by the same 
motiyes of himianity that induced me to grant such indulgences. 
However^ I by no means wish to become less susceptible of tender- 
nesB. I know tl)^]^i|id of misfortunes would be estimated by other 
persons only as common losses^ and from such sensations they would 
conceive themsdves great and wise men. I shall not determine 
cither their greatness or their wisdom ; but I am certain they have no 
humanity. It is the part of a man to be affected with grief; to fed 
sorrow^ at the same time that he is to resiBt it^ and to admit of oom« 

fort.— ^EAJa OF OEBERY. 

Of the passions with which the mind of man is 
a^tated, it may be observed, that they natu« 
rally hasten towards their own extinction, by in* 
citing and quickening the attainment of their ob- 
jects. Thus fear urges our flight, and desire ani- 
mates our progress ; and if there are some which 
perhaps may be indulged till they outgrow the 
good appropriated to their satisfaction, as it is fre- 
quendy observed of avarice and ambition, yet their 
immediate tendency is to some means of happiness 
really existing, and generally within the prospect 
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The miser always ima^^nes that there is a certain 
sum that will fill his heart to the brim ; and every 
ambitious man, like king Pyrrhus, has an acquisi- 
tion in his thoughts that is to terminate his labours, 
after which he shall pass the rest of his life in ease 
or gaiety, in repose or devotion. 

Sorrow is perhaps the only affection of the breast 
that can be excepted from this general remark, and 
it therefore deserves the particular attention of those 
who have assumed the arduous province of preserv- 
ing the balance of the mental constitution. The 
other passions are diseases indeed, but they neces- 
sarily direct us to their proper cure. A man at 
once feels the pain and knows the medicine, to 
which he is carried with greater haste as the evil 
which requires it is more excruciating, and cures 
himself by unnerring instinct, as the wounded stags 
of Crete are related by iClian to have recourse to 
vulnerary herbs. But for sorrow there is no remedy 
provided by nature ; it is often occasioned by ac- 
cidents irreparable^ and dwells upon objects that 
have lost or changed thdr existence; it requires 
what it cannot hope, that the laws of the univerw 
should be repealed; that the dead should return, 
or the past should be recalled* 

Sorrow is not that regret for negligence or er- 
ror which may animate us to a fu^re care ch* acti- 
vity, or that repentance of crimes for whidi, how- 
ever irrevocable, our Creator has promised to ac» 
cept it as an atonement ; the pain which arises ftom 
these causes has very salutary effects, and is every 
hour extenuating itself by the reparation of those 
xpiscarriagei that produce it borrow is properly 
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that state of the mmd in whicb our desires are fixed 
upon the past, without looking forward to the fu« 
tare» an incessant wish that something were otber^ 
wise than it has been, a tormenting and harassing 
want of some enjoyment or possession which we 
have lost, and which no endeavours can possiUy 
regain. Into such anguish many have sunk upon 
some sudden diminution of tlieir fortune, an un-* 
expected bh^t of their reputation, or the loss of 
diildren or of friends. They have suflB^^ all sen- 
sibility of pleasure to be destroyed by a sin^^e blow, 
have given up for ever the hopes of substituting 
any other object in the room of that which they la^ 
ment, resigned their lives to gloom and desponden- 
cy, and worn themselves out in unavailing misery. 

Yet so mudi is this passion the natural conse- 
quence of tenderness and endearment, that, how* 
ever painful and however usdess» it is justly re- 
proachful not to feel it on some occasions ; and so 
widely and omstantly has it always prevailed, that 
the laws of some nations, and the customs of others, 
have limited a time for the external appearances of 
grief caused by the dissdution of close alliances, and 
the breach of domestic union. 

It aeems determined by the general suffrage of 
mankind, that aorrow is to a certain point laudably 
as the offspring of love, or at least pardonable^ as 
the eflfect of weaknesst but that it ought not to be 
sufficed to increase by indulgence^ but must give 
way, after a stated time, to social duties, and the 
common avoeations of life. It is at first unavopd* 
aUe, and tbw^)re must be allowed, whether with 
w without our cb<»«e; it may afterwards be ad«* 
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mitted as a decent and affectionate testimony of 
kindness and esteem ; somethmg witt be extcHrted 
by nature» and something may be ^ven to the worid« 
But aU beyond the bursts of passion, or die forms 
of solemnity, is not only useless, but culpable; for 
we have no right to sacrifice, to the vain longings of 
aflfection, that time which Providence allows us for 
the task of our station. 

Yet it too often happens that sorrow, thus law- 
fully entering, gains such a firm possession of the 
mind, that it is not afterwards to be ejected ; the 
mournful ideas, first violently impressed and after- 
wards willingly received, so mudi engross the at- 
tentimi, as to predominate in every thought, to 
darken gaiety, and perplex ratiodnation. An haln- 
tual sadness seizes upon the soul, and the faculties 
are chained to a single object, which can never be 
contemplated but with hopeless uneasiness. 

From this state of dejection it is very difficult to 
rise to cheerfulness and alacrity; and therdbre 
many who have laid down rules of inteliectual 
health, think preservatives easier than remedies, : 
and teach us not to trust ourselves with fiivourite j^ 
enjoyments, not to indulge the luxury of fondness, > 
but to keep our minds always suspended in sudi ^ 
indifference, that we may diange the olgects about 
us without emotion. I 

An exact compliance with this rule might, per- 
haps contribute to tranquillity, but surely it would 
never produce happiness. He that r^rds none so 
much as to be afraid of losing them, must live for 
ever without the gentle pleasures of sjrmpatfay and 
confidence ; he must feel no mdting fondness, no 
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wannth of benevolence, nor any of those honest joys 
which nature annexes to the power of pleasing. And 
as no man can justly claim more tenderness than he 
pays, he must forfeit his share in that officious and 
watchful kindness which love only can dictate, and 
those lenient endearments by which love only can 
soften life. He may justly be overlooked and ne» 
glected by such as have more warmth in their heart ; 
for who would be the friend of him, whom, with 
whatever assiduity he may be courted, and with 
whatever services obliged, his principles will not 
suflSer to make equal returns, and who, when you 
have exhausted all the instances of good-will, can 
only be prevailed on not to be an enemy ? 
p An attempt to preserve life in a state of neutra- 
I lity and indifference, is unreasonable and vain. If 
by excluding joy we could shut gut grief, the scheme 
would deserve very serious attention; but sinc^ 
however we may debar ourselves from happiness, 
misery will find its way at many inlets, and the as- 
saults of pain will force our regard, though we may 
withhold it from the invitations of pleasure, we may 
surely endeavour to raise life above the middle point 
of apathy at one time, since it will necessarily sink 
below it at another. 

But though it cannot be reasonable not to gain 
happiness for fear of losing it, yet it must be con- 
fessed, that in proportion to the pleasure of pos- 
session, will be for some time our sorrow for the 
loss ; it is therefore the province of the moralist to 
inquire whether such pains may not quickly give 
way to mitigation. Some have thought that the 
most certain way to clear the heart from its embar- 

VOL. IV. X 
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rassmait is to drag it by force into scenes of gier- 
liment. Others imagine, that such a transition is 
too violent, and recommeiid radier to sooth it into 
tronqaillity, by making it acquainted with miseries 
more dreadful and afflictive, and diverting to the 
calamities of others the regards which we are in- 
dined to fix too dosdy upon our own misfortunes. 

It may be doubted Whether either of those re- 
medies will be sufficiently powerful. The jefficacj 
of mirth it is not always easy to try, and the indul- 
gence of melancholy may be suspected to be one 
of those medicines, which will destroy, if it hap- 
pens not to cure. 

The safe and general antidote i^^ainst s<»tow is 
employment It is commonly observed, that unong 
soldiers and seamen, though thore is much kind- 
ness, there is little grief; they see thdr friend fall 
without any of that lamentation which is indulged 
in security and idleness, because they have no Id- 
sure to spare fi*om the care c^ themselves; and 
whoever shall keep his thoughts equally busy, will 
find himself equally unaffected with irretrievable 
losses. 

Time is observed generally to wear out swrow, 
and its effects might doubtless be accelerated by 
quickening the succession, and ailaiging the va- 
riety of objects. 

S i tempore longo 
Leniri poierit lucius, tu speme nwrori. 
Out sapiet sibi tempui m^.— oaoxius. 

'TiB long ere time can mitigate your grief; 

To wifldom flj, she quickly brings relief.^— >f« lbwm. 
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Sorrow is a kind of rust of the soul, whidi every 
new idea contributes in its passage to seour away. 
It is tlie putrefaction of stagnant life, and is rem^ 
died by exercise and motion. 



No. 48. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1750. 



JVbii est vtverty sed valere, vita, mart. 

For life is not to live, but to be welL— — klphinston. 

Among the innumerable follies, by which we lay 
up in our youth repentance and remorse for the 
succeeding part of our lives, there is scarce any 
against which warnings are of less efficacy, than 
the neglect of health. When the springs of mo- 
tioa are yet elastic, when the heart bounds with 
vigour, and the eye sparkles with spirit, it is with 
difficulty that we are taught to conceive the im- 
becility that every hour is bringing upon us, or 
to imagine that the nerves which are now braced 
witii so much strength, and the limbs which play 
with so much activity, will lose all their power 
under the gripe of time, relax with numbness, and 
totter with debility. 

To the arguments which have been used against 
complaints under the miseries of life, the philoso- 
phers have, I think, forgot to add the incredulity 
of those to whom Ive recount our suffinings. But 
if the purpose ci lamaitation be to excite pity, it 
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18 surely superfluous for age and weakness to tell 
their plaintive stories; for pity presupposes sym- 
pathy, and a little attention will shew them, that 
those who do not feel pain, seldom think that it is 
felt; and a short reooUection will inform almost 
every man, that he is only repaid the insult which 
he has given, since he may remember how often 
he has mocked infirmity, laughed at its cautions^ 
and censured its impatience. 

The valetudinarian race have made the care of 
health ridiculous by sufiering it to prevail over all 
other considerations, as the miser has brought fru- 
gality into contempt, by permitting the love of 
money not to share, but to engross his mind: 
they both err alike, by confounding the means 
with the end ; they grasp at health only to be well, 
and at money only to be rich ; and forget that every 
terrestrial advantage is chiefly valuable, as it fur- 
.nishes abilities for the exercise of virtue. 

Health is indeed so neoessary to all the duties, 
as well as pleasures of life, that the crim6 of squan- 
dering it is equal to the folly ; and he that for a 
short gratification brings weakness and diseases 
upon himself, and for the pleasure of a few years 
passed in the tumults of diversion, and clamours 
of merriment, condemns the maturer and more ex- 
perienced part of his life to the chamber and the 
, couch, may be justly reproached, not only as a 
spendthrift of his own happiness, but as a robber 
^cf the public; as a wretch that has voluntarily 
disqualified himself for the business of his station, 
and refused that part which Providence assigns 
him in the general task of human nature. 
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There are perhaps very few conditions more to 
be pitied than that of an active and elevated mind, 
labouring under the weight of a distempered body. 
The time of such a man is always spent in forming 
schemes, which a change of wind hinders him (roth 
executing, his powers fume away in projects and 
in hope, and the day of action never arrives. He 
lies down delighted with the thoughts of to-mor- 
row, pleases his ambition with the fame he shall 
acquire, or his benevolence with the good he shall 
confer. But in the night the skies are overcast, the 
temper of the air is changed, he wakes in langour, 
impatience, and distraction, and has no longer any 
wish but for ease, nor any attention but to misery. 
It may be said that disease generally begins that 
equality which death completes; the distinctions 
which set one man so much above another are very 
little perceived in the gloom of a sick chamber, 
where it will be vain to expect entertainment from 
the gay, or instruction from the wise ; where all 
human glory is obliterated, the wit is clouded, the 
reasoner perplexed, and the hero subdued ; where 
the highest and brightest of mortal beings finds 
nothing left him but the consciousness of inno- 
cence. 

There is among the fragments of the Greek poets 
a short hymn to Health, in which her power of 
exalting the happiness of life, of heightening the 
gifts of fortune, and adding enjoyment to posses- 
sion, is inculcated with so much force and beauty, 
that no one, who has ever languished under the 
discomforts and infirmities of a lingering disease, 
can read it without feeling the images dance in 
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hiB heart, and adding from his own expeiiaice 
new vigour to the wish^ and from his own imagi- 
nation new colours to the {ttcture. The particu- 
lar occasion of this little composition is not known^ 
but it is probable that the author had be^i sick, 
and in the first raptures of returning vigour ad« 
dressed Health in the fallowing manner : 

Mirm ffi fM^if^t 
El y*if xn n wXSn x*^'^ ^ xvim% 

Mill* (u9f fiMUn^m *Ty/M«, 

Tl^qAf vtlfxeh «"»< Xtcft^ru y/t^iTm^ tuf* 

Health, most venerable of the poivers of heaven ! with thee may the 
remaining part of my life be passed, nor do thou refiise to bless me with 
thy residence. For whatever there is <f beoMty or of pkasmre in weaiOi^ 
in descendants, or in sovereign command, the highest summit of human 
eiyoyment, or in those objects of desire which we endeavour to chase into 
tlie toils of love ; whatever delight, or whatever solace »> granted by the 
celestials, to soften our fatigues, in thy presence, thou parent of happimess, 
aU those joys spread out and flourish ; in thy presence blooms the spring 
of pleasure, and without thee no man is happy. 



Such is the power of health, that without its oo* 
operation every other comfmt is torpid and life- 
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less, as the powers of vegetation without the sun. 
And yet this bliss is commonly thrown away in 
thoughtless negligence, or in foolish experiments 
on our own strength ; we let it perish without re- 
membering its value, or waste it to show how much 
we have to spare ; it is sometimes given up to the 
management of levity and chance, and sometimes 
sold for the applause of jollity and debauchery. 

Health u equally neglected, md with equal im- 
propriety, by the votaries of business and the fiaU 
lowers of pleasuro. Some men ruin the fiibric of 
tbdr bodies by incessant revels, and others by in- 
temperate studies; some batter it by excess, and 
others sap it by inactivity. To the noisy route of 
bacchanalian rioters, it will be to little purpose 
that advice is oflPered, though it requires no great 
aUlities to prove, that he loses pleasuro who loses 
health ; their clamours aro too loud for the whispers 
of caution, and they run the course of life with too 
much predintance to stop at the call of wisdmn. 
Kor perhaps will they that aro busied in adding 
thousands to thousands, pay much regard to him 
that shall direct them to hasten moro slowly to 
their wishes. Yet since lovers of money are gene- 
rally cool, deliberate, and thoughtful, they might 
surely consider, that the greater good ought not 
to be sacrificed to the less. Health is certainly 
more valuable than money, because it is by health 
that money is procured; but thousands and mil- 
lions are of small avail to alleviate fhe protracted 
tortures of the gout, to repair the broken organs 
of sense, or resuscitate the powers of digestion. 
Poverty is, indeed, an evil from which we naturally 
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fly ; but let us not run from one enemy to anotber^ 
nor take shelter in the arms of sickness. 

Pn^ecere animam ! quam veUeni aihere in aUo 
Nunc et panperiem, et dmrat ioUrate labores ! 

For heihhftil indigence in Tain Umj ptmy. 

In quest of wetlth who throw their lives away. 

Those who lose their health in an irregular and 
impetuous pursuit of literary accomplishments are 
yet less to be excused; for they ought to know 
that the body is not forced beyond its strengUi^ 
but with the loss of more vigour than is propor- 
tionate to the eflfect produced. Whoever takes up 
fife beforehand, by depriving himsdf of rest and 
refreshment, must not only pay bade the houra» 
but pay them back with usury ; and for the gain 
of a few months but half enjoyed, must give up 
years to the Ibtlessness of langour, and the im« 
placability of pain. They whose endeavour is 
mental excellence, will learn, pertiaps too late, 
how much it is endangered by diseases of the 
body, and find that knowledge may easily be lost 
in the starts of melancholy, the flights of impa- 
tience^ and the peevishness of decrepitude. 
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Na 49. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1759. 



Non omnis moriar, mvHaque pars met 
Vitdbit Lilntinam, usque ego postera 
Crescam kmde rec«i#.-^HOB. 

Whole Horace shall not die ; his songs shall sare 

The greatest portion from the greedy grave. cbeich . 

The first motives of human actions are those 
appetites which Providence has given to man 
in commcm with the rest of the inhabitants of the 
earth. Immediatdy after our birth, thirst and 
hunger incline lis to the breast, whidi we draw 
by instinct, like other young creatures, and when 
we are satisfied, we express our uneasiness by im- 
portunate and incessant cries, till we have obtained 
a place or posture proper for repose. 

The next call that rouses us firom a state cf in- 
activity, is that ci our passions ; we quickly begin 
to be sensible of hope and fear, love and hatred, 
desire and aversion ; these arising firom the power 
of comparison and reflection, extend their range 
wider, as oiir reason strengthens, and our know- 
ledge enlarges. At first we have no thought of 
pain, but when we actually feel it ; we afterwards 
begin to fear it, yet not before it approaches us 
very nearly ; but by degrees we discover it at a 
greater distance, and find it lurking in remote con- 
sequences. Our terror in time improves into 
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caution, and we learn to look round with vigilanoe 
and solidtude, to stop all the avenues at whidi 
misery can enter, and to perform or endure many 
things in themselves toilsome and unpleasing, be- 
cause we know by reason, or by experience, that 
our labour will be overbalanced by the reward, that 
it will either .procure some positive good, or avert 
some evil greater than itself. 

But as the soul advances to a fuller exarcise of 
its powers, the animal appetites, and the passions 
immediately arising from them, are not sufficient 
to find it employment; the wants of nature are 
soon supplied, the fear of their return is ea^y pre- 
cluded, and something more is necessary to relieve 
the long intervals of inactivity, and to give those 
ftoulties, which cannot lie whdly quiescent, some 
particular direction. For tiiis reteon, new desires 
and artificial passions are by degrees produced; 
and, from having wishes only in ccmsequence of 
our wants, we begin to fed wants in conse- 
quence of our wishes; we persuade ourselves to 
set a value upon things which are of no use, but 
because we have agreed to value them; things 
which can neither satisfy hunger, nor mitigate 
pain, nor secure us firom any real calamity, and 
which, therefore, we find of no esteem among 
those nations whose artless and barbarous man- 
ners keep them always anxious for the necessaries 
of life. 

This is the original of avarice, vanity, ambition, 
and generally of all those desires wbidi arise from 
the comparison of our condition with that of others. 
He that thinks himself poor because his naghbour 
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is ridi»; he that, like Caesar, would rather be the 
first man of a village, than the second in the ca- 
pital cf the world, has apparently kindled in him- 
adf desires which he never received from nature, 
and acts upon principles established only by the 
authority of custom. 

Of those adsdtitious passions, some, as avarice 
and envy, are universally condemned; some, as 
friendship and curiosity, generally praised; but 
there are others about which the sufirages of the 
wise are divided, and of which it is doubted, whe- 
thor they tend most to promote the happiness, or 
increase the miseries cf mankind. 

Of this ambiguous and disputable kind is the 
k>ve of fiune, a derire of filling the minds of others 
with admiration, and of being celebrated by gene* 
rations to come with praises which we shall not 
hear« This ardour has been considered by some, 
as nothing better than splendid madness, as a flame 
kindled by pride, and fanned by folly ; for what, 
say they, can be more remote from wisdom, than 
to direct all our actions by the hope of that which 
is not to exkt till we ourselves are in the grave ? 
To pant after that which can never be possessed, 
and of which the value thus wildly put upon it, 
arises from this particular condition, that, during 
life, it is not to be obtained ? To gain the fkvour, 
and hear the applauses of our contemporaries, is 
indeed equally desirable with any other preroga- 
tive of superiority, because feme may be of use to 
smooth the paths of life, to terrify opposition, and 
fortify, tranquillity ; but to what end shall we be 
the darii^gs of mankind, when we can no longer 
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receive any braefits fixnn thdr favoar? It is more 
iMsonaUe to wish for reputation^ while it may yet 
be enjoyedt ^ Anacreon caUs upon his oompanions 
to give him for present use the wine and garlands 
which they purpose to bestow upon his tomb. 

The advocates for the love of fame all^e in its 
vindication, that it is a passion natural and univer* 
sal ; a flame lighted by Heaven, and always burn- 
ing with greatest vigour in the most enlarged and 
devated minds. That the desire of being praised 
by posterity implies a resolution to deserve their 
praises^ and that the folly dmrged upon it, is only 
a noble and disinterested generosity, which is not 
Mt, and therefore not understood, by those who 
have been always accustomed to refier every thing 
to themselves, and whose selfishness has contracted 
their understandings. That the soul of man, finrmed 
for eternal life, naturally springs forward beyond 
the limits of corporeal existence, and rgoioes to 
consider herself as co-operating with future ages, 
and as co-extended with endless duration. That 
the reproach urged with so much petulance, the 
reproach cf labouring for what cannot be rajoyed, 
is founded on an opinion which may with great 
I»obability be doubted ; for since we suppose the 
powers of the soul to be enlarged by its sepan- 
turn, why should we conclude that its knowledge 
of suUunary transactions is contracted or extin* 
guished. 

Upon an attentive and impartial review of the 
argument, it will appear that the love of fame is 
to be regulated rather than extinguished ; and that 
men should be taught not to be whcrfly careless 
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about their memory, but to endeayour that they 
may be remembered chiefly for thdr virtues^ since 
no other reputation will be able to tranamit any 
l^easure beyond the grave. 

It is evident that fame» considered merely as 
the immortality of a name, is not less likely to be 
the reward of bad actions than of good ; he thare- 
fore has no certain principle for the regulation of 
his conduct, whose single aim is not to be forgot* 
ten. And history will inform us, that thb blind 
and undistinguishing appetite of renown has al- 
ways been uncertain in its effects, and directed by 
accident or opportunity, indifferently to the benefit 
or devastation of the world. When Themistocles 
complained that the trophies of Miltiades hindered 
him from sleep, he was animated by them to per- 
form the same services in the same cause. But 
Caesar, when he wept at the sight of Alexander's 
picture, having no honest opportunities of action^ 
let his ambition break out to the ruin of his 
country. 

If, therefore, the love of fame is so far indulged 
by the mind as to become independent and predo- 
minant, it is dangerous and irregular ; but it may 
be usefully employed as an inferior and secondary 
motive, and will serve sometimes to revive our ac- 
tivity, when we begin to languish and lose sight 
of that more certain, more valuable, and more du- 
rable reward, which ought always to be our first 
hope and our last But it must be strongly im- 
pressed upon our minds that virtue is not to be 
pursued as one of the means to fame, but £une to 
be accepted as the only recompenoe which mortals 
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can bestow on virtue ; to be aoetpted with oom* 
plaeenee, but not sought with eagerness. Kmplj 
to be remembered is no advantage ; it is a privi- 
lege which satire as well as panegyric can oooier, 
and is not more enjoyed by Titus or Constantine, 
than by Timocreon of Rhodes^ of whom we only 
know from his epitaph, ** that be had eaten many a 
meal, drank many a flaggon, and uttered many a 
rejNroach.'' 

The true satisfaction which is to be drawn from 
the consciousness that we shall share the attention 
of future times, must arise from the hope, that 
with our name, our virtues will be propagated; 
and' that those whom we cailhot benefit in our 
lives, may receive instruction fix)m our examples^ 
and incitement from our renown. 
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No. 5a SATURDAY, 8EPTEMB£R 8, nsa 

Credebant hoc grande nefis, et morte piandum, 

SijutenU vetuh nam Oiturrexerai, atgue 

BarbtUo cuicunfue puer, licet ipte videret 

Plura domifraga, et majores glandis acervos. j vr. 

And had not men the hotiy head rever'd^ 
And bqjt paid rey'renoa when a man ^ipeir'd^ 

Both most have died^ though richer skins they wore> 
And saw more heaps of acorns in their store.— c re ech. 

I HAVE always thought it the business of those 
who turn their speculatums upon the living 
worldt to commend the virtues, as well as to ex- 
po6e the faults of thdr contempcNraries,' and to 
oonfute a false as well as to support a just aoeusa* 
tion; not only because it is peculiarly the busi- 
ness of a monitor to keep his own reputation un- 
tainted, lest those who can once diarge him with 
partiality, should indulge themselves afterwards in 
disbelieving him at (Measure; but because he may 
find rtol crimes su£Scient to give foil employment 
to caution or repentance, without distracting the 
mind by needless scruples and vain solicitudes. 

There are certain fixed and stated reproaches 
that one part of mankind has in all ages thrown 
upon another, which are regularly transmitted 
through continued successions, and which he that 
has once sufimd them is certain to use with the 
same undistinguishing vehemence, when he has 
changed hts station, and gained the prescriptive 
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right o{ ioflidang on others what he had fonneriy 
endured hioMdf, 

To theie hereditary imputations, of which no 
man sees the justioe, till it becomes his interest to 
see it, very little regard is to be shewn ; since it 
does not si^pear that they are produced by ratio- 
ctnation or inquiry, but received implidtly, or 
caught by a kind of instantaneous contagion, and 
supported rather by willingness to credit, than 
ability to prove, them. 

It has he&n always the practice of those who 
are desirous to believe themselves made veneraUe 
by length of time, to censure the new comers into 
life, for want of respect to grey hairs and sage ex- 
perience, for heady confidence in th^ own un- 
derstandings, for hasty conclusions upon partial 
views, for disr^;ard of counsels, which their fiu 
thers and grandsires are ready to afford them, and 
a rebellious impatience of that subordination to 
which youth is condemed by nature, as necessary 
ta its security from evils into which it would be 
otherwise precipitated, by the rashness of passion, 
and the blindness of ignorance. 

Every old man complains of the growing depra- 
vity of the world, of the petulance and insc^aice 
of the rising generation. He recounts the decenqr 
and regularity of former times, and celebrates the 
discipline and sobriety of the age in which his 
youth was passed ; a happy age, whidi is now no 
more to be expected, dnce confu»on has brcdcen 
in upon the world and thrown down all the boun» 
daries of dvility and reverence. 

It is not sufficiently considered bow much he 
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aBSumes iriio dares to daim the privtl^e of com- 
pkining; for as every man has, in bis own opi«- 
nion» a full share of. the miseries of life, he is in* 
dined to consider all clamorous uneasiness, as a 
proof of impatience rather than of affliction, and 
to ask. What merit has this man to shew, by which 
he has acquired a right to repine at the distribo*' 
tions of nature? Or, why does he imagine that 
exemptions should be granted him from the gene* 
ral condition of man ? We find ourselves exdted 
rather to captiousness than pity, and instead of 
being in haste to soothe his complaints by sym* 
patby and tenderness, we inquire, whether the 
pain be proportionate to the lamentation; and 
wheUier, supposing the affliction real, it is not the 
efllect of vice and folly, rather than calamity. 

The queruloutiiess and indignation which is 6b* 
served so often to disfigure the last scene of Ufc^ 
naturally leads us to inquiries like these. Fw 
surdy it will be thought at the first view of things^ 
that if age be thus contemned and ridiculed, in- 
sulted and neglected, the crime must at least be 
equal on either part They who have had oppor* 
tunities of establtehing thdr authority over minds 
ductile and unresisting, they who have been the 
p ro t e ct o rs of helplessness, and the instructors . of 
ignorance, and who yet retain in their own. hands 
the power of wedth, and the dignity of commandt 
'must defeat thdr influence by their own miscon- 
duct, and make use of dl these advantages with 
very little skill, if. they cannot secure to them- 
selves an appearance d respect, and ward off open 
Bsockery, and declared contempt 

VOL. IV. Y 
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The gmeral story of maokind will evince^ that 
\ hwful and settled aatboiitj is very aeUom resisted 
when it is well employed. Gross oormption, or 
eviifeDt imbeetlity^ is necessary to the sappreasioo 
of that reverence with which the maiority of man* 
kind look upon thehr governors, and on those 
whom they see surroanded by ^endear, and for* 
tified by power. For though men are drawn by 
their passions into foif^tfuhiess of invisible re^ 
wards and punishments, yet they are easily kept 
obedient to those who have temporal dominion in 
their hands, till their veneration is dissipated by 
such wickedness and fcAly as can neither be de- 
fended nor concealed. 

It may, therefi>re, very reasonaUy be suspected 
that the old draw upon tliemselves the greatest 
part cf those insults which they so much lament, 
and that age is rarriy despised but when it is coo* 
temptiUe. If men imagine that excess of debau^ 
diery can be made reverend fay time, that know- 
ledge is the consequence of long li&^ howev^ idly 
or thoughtlessly employed, that priority €t Urth 
will supply the want of steadiness or bcmestjrf can 
it raise much wonder that their balpn are disap- 
pointed, and that they see their posterity rather 
willing to trust their own eyes in their progress 
into life, then enlist themselves under guides who 
have lost their way ? 

There are indeed, many truths which time ne- 
cessarily and certainly teadies, and which might, 
fay those who have learned them fifom experioKX^ 
be communicated to their successors at a cheaper 
rate; but dictates, though liberally enough be* 
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•towed^ me generrily without efied; the teacher 
gains finr proeelytet bjr mttraetioD which his own 
behaviour contradicts; and young men miss the 
benefit of counsel, because they are not very ready 
to believe that those who fall below them in prac- 
ticct can much excel them in theory. Thus the 
progress of knowledge is retarded, the world is 
kept long in the same state, and every new race is 
to gain the prudence of their predecessors by com- 
mitting and redressing the same miscarriages. 

To secure to the old that influence which they 
are willing to claim, and which might so much 
contribute to the improvement of the arts of life, 
it is absolutely necessary that they give themselves 
up to the duties of declining years; and content- 
edly resign to youth its levity, its pleasures, its 
frolics, and its fopperies. It is a hopeless endea- 
vour to unite the contrarieties of spring* and win- 
ter; it b ui^ust to daim the privileges of age, 
and retain the playthings of diildhood. The young 
always form magnificent ideas of the wisdom and 
gravHy of men, whom they consider as [daced at 
a distance from them in the ranks of existence, 
and naturally look on those whom they find tri- 
fling with long beards, with contempt and indig- 
nation, like that which women feel at the effemi- 
nacy oi men* If dotards will contend with boys 
in those performances in which boys must always 
excel them ; if they will dress crippled limbs in 
embroidery, endeavour at gaiety with faultering 
voices, and darken assemblies of pleasure with the 
gfaasttiness of disease, they may well expect those 
who &id their diversions obstruct^ will boot them 
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away ; and that if they deseend to oompetitioii wUb 
youth, they must bear the inaolenoe of aoooesifiil 
rivab. 

LutuH satis, edisti saiis aique bibisti : 
Tempus abire tibi est 

You'fe had your ihaie of mirtfa, of netl and drink ; 

'Til time to quit the soene — ^'tia time to think.— slphivstov. 

Another vice of age, by which the rising gene- 
ration may be alienated from it, is severity and 
censoriousness, that gives no allowance to the fail- 
ings of early life, that expects artfulness from child- 
hood, and constancy from youth, that is peremp- 
tory in every command, and inexorable to every 
failure. There are many who live merely to hin- 
der happiness, and whose descendants can only tell 
of long life, that it produces suspicion, malignity, 
peevishness, and persecution ; and yet even these 
tyrants can talk of the ingratitude of the age, 
curse their heirs for impatience, and wonder that 
young men cannot take pleasure in their fiither'a 
company. 

He that would pass the latter part of life with 
honour and decency, must, when he is young, 
consider that he shall one day be old ; and remem- 
ber, when he is old, that he has once been young. 
In youth, he must lay up knowledge for his sup- 
port, when his powers of acting shall forsake him ; 
and in age forbear to animadvert with rigour on 
ftults which experience only can correct. 
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Na 61. TVESDAY, SEPTEMBER, 11, 17«a 

' StuUus labor ut tiu^iSarttiii.— — mart. 
How foolish is the toil of trifling carei !— -£Lphin8Ton. 

To the RAMBLER. 

Silt, 

As you have allowed a place in your paper to 
£upbelia*8 letters from the country, and appear 
to think no form of human life unworthy of your 
attention; I have resolved, after many struggles 
with idleness and diffidence, to give you some ac- 
count c£ my entertainment in this sober season 
of universal retreat, and to describe to you the 
employments of those who look with contempt on 
the pleasures and diversions of polite life, and em- 
ploy aU their powers of censure and invective uppn 
the usdessn^s, vanity, and folly of dress, visits^ 
and conversation. 

When a tiresome and vexatious journey of four 
days had brought me to the house, where invita- 
tion, reguhffly sent for seven years together, had 
at last induced me to pass the summer, I was sur- 
prised, after the civilities of my first reception, to 
find, instead of tlie leisure and tratiquillity, which 
a rural life always promises, and if well conducted, 
might always afford, a ccmfused wildness of care, 
and a tumultuous hurry of diligence, by which 
every face was clouded, and every motion agitated. 
The old lady, who was my father's relation, was^ 
indeed, very full of the hi^^uiess which she 
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iMfeived from my visit, and aooording to the tonm 
of obsdete breeding, insisted that 1 should reeom- 
pense the long deky of my eompuy with a pro* 
mise not to leave her tiH winter* But, amidst all 
her kindness and caresses, she very frequently 
turned her head aside, and whispered, with annoua 
earnestness, some order to her daughters, whidi 
never failed to send them out with unpolite 
predpitation. Sometimes her impatience would 
not sufier her to stay behind ; she begged my par* 
don, she must leave me for a moment ; she went, 
and returned and sat down again, but was again 
disturbed by some new care, dismiss^ her daugh* 
ters with the same trepidation, and fottowed them 
with the same countenance of business and 8(4s- 
citude. 

HowevOT I was ahnrmed at this show of eago*- 
ness and disturbance, and however ray curionty 
was exdted by such busy preparationt as naturdly 
promised some great event, I was yet too much a 
stranger to gratify myself with inquiries ; but fold- 
ing none of the family in moumuig, I pleased my- 
sdf with imagining that I should rather see a wed* 
ding than a funeral. 

At last we sat down to supper, when I was in* 
formed that one of the young ladies, after whom 
I thought myself obliged to inquire, was under a 
necessity of attending some affidr that eoidd not 
be neglected. Soon afterward my relation began to 
talk of the regularity of her family, and the incM* 
venience of London hours; and at last let me 
know that they had proposed that night to go to 
bed sooner thm was usoal^ because they were to 
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rise early in the mcnrmi^ to make dieesecakes* 
Tills biiit sent me to my chamber^ to whidi I was 
aeoompanied by all the ladies, who begged me to 
excuse some large sieves of leaves and flowers that 
covered two-thirds oi the floor, for they intended 
to distil tlmn when they were dry» and they had 
no other room that so conveniently recrived the 
rising sun. 

The scent of the plants hmdered me from rest, 
and therefore 1 rase eariy in the morning with a 
resolution to explore my new habitation^ I stole 
unpereeived by my busy cousins into the garden, 
where I found nothing either more great or ele« 
gant^ tbaft in ibe same number of aoies cultivated 
fer the m&tknt. Of the gardener I aoon learned 
that his lady was the greatest manager in that part 
of the country, and that I was come hither at the 
time in which I might kam to mdce more pickka 
and conserves, than cou)d be seen lA any other 
imuse a hundred mUes rounds 

It was not long before her ladyship gave me sufp 
ficient opportunities of knowing her character, for 
she was too much pleased with her own aooom*> 
pUshments to conceal them, and took occasion, from 
some sweetmeats whidi she set next day upon the 
table, to discourse for two long hours upon robs and 
gellies ; laid down the best methods c^ conservin^^ 
reserving^ and preserving all sorts of fruit ; told us 
with great contempt id the London bdy in tbp 
neighbowbood, by whom' these ttfms were very 
often confounded ; and hinted how much she should 
be ashamed to set befixre company, at her own 
houses sweetmeats of so dark a oobur as she had 
often seen at mirtress Sprightlly's. 
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It IB, indeed, the great business of her )ak^ to 
watch the skillet on the tire, to see it sumner with 
the due degree of heat, and to snatch it off at the 
moment of projection; and the eukfioymentB to 
which she has bred her daughters, are to turn 
leaves in the shade, to pick out the seeds of 
rants with a quill, to gather fruit without bruisii^ 
it, and to extract bean-flower water for the skin. 
Such are the tasks with which every day, since I 
came hither, has begun and ended, to wlm^ the 
early hours of life are sacrificed, and in whidi thrt 
time is passing away which never shall return. 

But to reascm or expostulate are hopeless at- 
tempts. The lady has settled her opinions* and 
maintains the dignity of her own perfionnanees 
with all the firmness of stupidity accustomed to be 
flattered. Her daughters havii^ never seen any 
house but their own, believe their mother's exod* 
lence on her own word. . Her husband is a m^re 
sportsman, who is pleased to see his taUe well fiur* 
nished, and thinks the day suffidently suooessftil, 
in which he brings home a leash of hares to be 
potted by his wife. 

After a few days I pretended to want books, but 
my lady soon told me that none of her books would 
suit my taste ; for her part she neyer loved to see 
young women give their minds to such follies, by 
which they would only learn to use hard words ; 
^e bred up her daughters to underrtand a houses 
and whoever should mariry them, if they knew any 
thing of good cookery, would never repent it. 

There are, however, some things in the culinaiy 
sciences too sublime for youthful inteUeda, myate* 
ries into which they must not be initiated 'till the 
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years of serious maturity, and which are referred 
to the day of marriage, as the su{Nreme qualifica* 
tbn for connubial life. She makes an orange pud- 
ding, which is the envy of all the neighbourhood, 
and which she has hitherto found means of misdng 
and baking with such secrecy, that the ingredient 
to which it owes its flavour has never been dis- 
covered* She, indeed, conducts this great afiair 
with all the caution that human policy can suggest. 
It is never known befiMre4uind when this pudding 
will be produced ; she takes the ingredients pri« 
vatdy into her own closet, employs her maids and 
daughters in different parts of the house, orders 
the oven to be heated for a pie, and places the pud- 
ding in it with her own hands, the moutSi of the 
even is then stopped, and all inquiries are vain. 

The composition oi the pud£ng she has, how- 
ever, promised Clarinda, that if she jdeases her in 
nuuriage, she shall be tokl without reserve. But 
the art of making English capars she has notyet 
persuaded henelf to diseover, but seems reselaredr 
that seeiet shall perish with her, as some alchy-i 
mists have obstin^y suppressed the tt^ of trans* 
muting metals. 

I onoe veiituied to lay my fingers 'On her book 
of receipts, which she left upon the table, havmg 
intelligence that a vessel of gooseberry wine had 
burst the hoops. But though the importance of 
the event sufficiently engrossed her enre, to pie- 
vent any recolkolion of the dai^er to wUeh her 
secrets were exposed, I was not aUe to make use 
of the golden moments; for this treasure of here- 
ditary knowledge was so well concealed by the 
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nmnmr of spelHng used bj her grtndaiotber^ Imt 
moCber^ and bereelf, that I was totally aoahteto 
understand it, and lost the opportuni^ of oonsidU 
ing the orade, for want of knowing the taagoHge 
in which its answers were returned. 

It is, indeed necessary, if I have any regard to 
her ladyship's esteem, that I should apply oiysdf 
to some of these economical aooomplishments ; for 
I overheard her, two days ago, wammg her daugh- 
ters, 1^ my moumfnt example, against n^^figenoe 
of pastry, and ignorance in carving : fior you saw, 
said she, that, with all her pretensions to know* 
ledge, she turned the partridge the wrong way 
wh«n she itftempted tocut it, and, I bdieveaoaredy 
knows the diffiecenoe between paste raised, and 
paste in a dish. 

The reason, Mr Rambler, why I have hdd Lady 
Bustle's eharacter befoM yoo, is a desire to be in* 
finmed whether, in your opinion, it is worthy of 
indtation, and whether I shall throw away the 
books #hieh I have hitberto thought it my dnty 
to read, for ^ the hidy's ctoset opened, the complete 
servant maid, and the court wk/" and lesign $31 
curiosity after right and wrong, for the art of soakU 
ing damascenes without bursting them, and pre- 
servmg the whiteness of pidcled muduoooMu 
' Lady Bustle ha^ indeed, by incessant a|^ 
cation to fruits and flowers, contracted her cares 
into a narrow space, and set herself free from many 
: perplexities with which other minds are disturbed. 
She has no curiosity after the events of a war; or 
the fiite of heroes in distress ; she can hear, with* 
out the least emotion^ the ravage c^ a fire, or de- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 51. tax RAICBLSE. 8S1 

vastatiom of s stwm ; her neighboan grow rich or 
poor, come into the world or go oat of it» without 
regard^ while she is pressing the gdly-bag, or air- 
ing the stOTMnoom ; but I cannot perceive that she 
I is more free from disquiets than those whose under- 
1 stmdings take a wider range. Her marigolds, when 
they are almost cured, are often scattered by the 
wind, and the rain sometimes iUls upon fruit, when 
it ought to he gathered dry. While her artificial, 
wines are fermenting, her wh<^ life is restlessness ' 
and anxiety. Her sweetmeats are not always bright, 
and the maid sometimes fiyrgets the just proportions 
of salt and pepper, when venison is to be baked. 
Her c on s erve s mouldy her wines sour, and pickleB 
mother; and, like aU the rest of mankind, she is 
evety day mortified with the defeat cf her sd»emes» 
and the disappomtment of her hopes. 

With r^^ to vice and virtue she seema a kind 
of neutral bring. She has no cstaM but luxuiy^ 
nor any virtue but chastity ; she has no deshre to 
be pn^sed but fer ber ooolBery ; nor wishes any ill 
to the rest of mankimj b«t that whenever Aey as* 
pure to a feast, their cu s t i wh any be wheyisl^ and 
tbeur pia^emsts tough. 

I am now very impatient to know whelhsr I am 
to look on these ladies as the great pattema of oar 
sex, and to consider conserves and pekles as tka 
business of my lUe; whether the censures whkh 
I now soAr be jnat, and whether the hrewets of 
wines, and the distillers of washes, havearigblta 
look with^maolenoe on the weakness of 
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«-«— Quotiesjlenti Tkesems heros 

Siiit wtotbtm, dutii, mfue emmfirhma ^merenda 

Sola hia est, similes alierum respice casus, 

MitiuS MtoJfTM.— ^OVID. 

How oft in vain the son of Theseus said. 

The stormy sorrows he with patience kid ; 

Nor an thy tetnaei to he wept akne; 

TTej^ others' woei^ and learn to hear thy own.— — --catcott. 

Amokg the vatiout methods of oomolatioii, ,to 
whidi the miBeries imepurable from our praMW^ 
ftfite have giimi ocoaaion, .it has beant I /have jd- 
ready remarked, veeommeiidtd by some writers 
to [mt the sulferer in nkand of heavier pieamres, 
and more exeradatiiig cuteixiitiei, dMn those of 
which he has himself reason to oomplim* 

Tliis has, in all ages, beai diiecte^ and prac- 
tised ; and, m confomiity to ^um aistom» lipdua, 
the great modern master, of the Stoie plulosophy, 
has» in bis celebrated treatise oo Headmesi qfmmd, 
endeavoured to fortify the breast agMnst too much 
stnsibttity of misfortune, by ^Mttneratiog the evils 
whii^ hftire in former ages follen upon the world, 
tftt devastation of wide- extended region^ the sadc 
of cities, and massaore of nations. And the 
eommon voice of the multitude^ uniostnuAed by 
precept, and unprejudiced by authority^ which» in 
questions that relate to the heart of man, is, in my 
opixAon^ more decisive than the learning of lip- 
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sins, seems to jnstHy the effieacjr of Om prooedare ; 
for one of the first comforts which one ndghbour 
administer to another, is a relation of the Uke in- 
fdicity, combined with circumstances of greater 
bitterness. 

But this medidne of the mind is like many re- 
medies applied to the body, of whiofat thou^ we 
see the effects, we are unacquainted with the man- 
ner of operation, and of which, therefore^ some, 
who are unwilling to suppose any thing out of the 
reach of their own sagacity, have been inclined to 
doubt whether they have really those virtues for 
which they are celebrated, and whether their re- 
putation is not the mere gift of fimcy, prejudice, 
and credulity. 

Consolation, or comfort, are words which, in 
their proper acceptation, signify some alleviation 
of that pain to which it is not in our power to 
a^rd the proper and adequate remedy ; they im- 
ply rather an augmentation o£ the power of bear- 
ing, than a diminution <^ the burthen. A prisoner 
is relkved by him that sets him at liberty, but re« 
ceives comfort from such as suggest considerations 
by which he is made patient under the inconve- 
nience of confinement To that grief which arises 
from a great loss, he only brings the true ranedy, 
who makes his fnend*s condition the same as be- 
fore ; but be may be properly termed a comfimrter, 
who*by persuasion extenuates the pain of poverty, 
and shews, inthe styleof Henod, that ^half is more 
than the whole.** 

It is perhaps, not immediately obvious, how it 
can lull the memory of misfortune, or appease the 
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tisobhii^ of flngakh* to httr thct oUmtb we moie 
mitcraUe ; otban, perfaaps, unknowii or wfaoUy in* 
diSkreo/t, whose prosperity noses no envyt and 
whose fidl can gratify no resentmest. Some to* 
pics of comfort arising, like that which gave hope 
and spirit to the captive of Sesostris, fimn the per- 
petual Tidisitttdes of life, and mutability c£ human 
affidr^ may as properly raise the dgeeted as de- 
press the proud, and have an immedbte tendency 
to exhilarate and revive But how can it avail the 
man who languishes in the gloom of sorrow, with- 
out prosped' of emerging into the sunshine of 
cheerfulness, to hear that others are sunk yet 
deeper in the dungeon of misery, shaidded with 
heavier chains, and surrounded wi& dartor despe- 
ration? 

The solace arising fima this eon^feratiim seems 
indeed the wedoest of idl others, and is peifaapa 
never properly ap{died, but in cases where there 
is no place for leflectiosis of moro speedy and 
pleasing efficacy. But even fimn such cafaunities 
life is by no means free; a thousand iUs UMsurahle, 
a thousand losses irreparable, a thousand difficul- 
ties insurmountable aro known, <h- wiH be known, 
by all the sons of men. Native deftmnity cannot 
be rectified, a dead friend cannot return, and the 
hours of youth trifled away in fctfyf or lost in side* 
ness, cannot be rertored. 

Under the oppreanon of sudi melan^<rfy, it has 
been found usdGul to take a survey of the world, to 
contemplate the various scenes of distreas in w^di 
mankind are struggling round us, and acquaint 
ourselves with the terr^riks viwj^nmg, the vari- 
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oos shapes of nuserjry which make haroc of ter« 
restrial happiness^ noge dl corners almost with* 
out rettrainty trample down our hopes at the hour 
of harvest, andy when we have built our schemes 
to the top, ruin thdr foundations. 

The first effect of this meditation is, that it fiir- 
mshesa new employment for the mind, and em 
gages the passions an remoter objects ; as kings 
have sometimes freed themselves from a subject 
too haughty to be. governed and too powerful to 
be crushed, by posting hun in a distant province, 
till his popularity has subsided, or bis pride been 
repressed. The attention is dissipated by vasiety, 
and acts more weakly upon any single part, as that 
torrent may be drawn off to dijlferent chaniiels, 
which, pouring down in one collected body, can- 
not be resisted. This species of comfort is, there* 
fme, unavaitii^; in severe pamcysms oi corporal 
pain, when the mind is evtty instant calkd faaek 
to misery, and in the first shodc of any sudden 
evil ; but will certainly be <^ use against encroadi* 
ing melancholy, and a settled habit of i^oomy 
thoughts. 

It is further advanti^(eous» as it supplies us with 
opportunities of making comparisons in our own 
favour. We know that very little of the pain, or 
pleasure, which does not begin and end in our 
senses, is otherwise than relative ; we are rich ost 
poor, great or little, in proportion to the number 
that excel us, or lall beneath us, m any of these 
respects; and therefore, a man^ whose unewuness 
arises from relBection on any mi^ortune that throws 
him below those with whom he was once equal. 
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is oomforto^ by finding that ht is not yet the 
lowest. 

There is another kind of oomparison, less tend- 
ing towards the vice of eary, veiy well iUustmted 
fay an dd poet, whose system will not affiml 
UMny reasonable motives to content ' It is,' says 
h^ ' pleasing to look firom shore upon the tumults 

* of a storm, and to see a ship struggling with the 
^ Inllows ; it is pleasin^^ not because the pain of 

* another can give us delight, but because we have 

* a stroogw impression of the hairiness of safety.' 
Thus, when we look abroad, and behold the mul- 
titudes that are groaning under evils heavier thaa 
those which we have experienced, we shrink bade 
to our own state, and, instead of reding that so 
much murt be fdt, leara to rejoiee that we have 
not more to feel. 

By this observation of the mismes of others, 
fortitude is str^igthened, and the mind brouglrt 
to a more extensive knowledge of her own powers. 
As the heroes of action catch the fttme from one 
another, so ^ey to whom Providei^e has allotted 
the harder task of suffering with calmness and dig- 
nity, mi^ animate themsdves hy the remembrance 
of those evils which have been laid on others, per- 
haps naturally as weak as themsdves, and bear up 
with vigour and resolution against their own op» 
pressions, when th^ see it possible that mare se* 
vere afflictions may be borne. 

There is still another reason why, to many 
minds, the relation of other men's infdidty may 
give a lasting and continud rdief. Some, not well 
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mstructed in ike measures by wfaidi Provkleiioe 
distribates htppineni are porhaps misled by di- 
vines, who, as Bellarmine makes temporal prospe- 
rity one of the duuraeters of the true church, have 
represented wealth and ease as the certain con. 
oomitants of virtue^ and the unfailing result of the 
^Avim i4»probation4 Such sufftt«s are dejeeted 
in their misfortunes, not so much for what they 
ftri, as for what they dread; not because they 
cannot support the sorrows, or endure the wants^ 
of their present condition, but because they con- 
sider them as only^tfae beginnings of mote sharp 
and more testing pains. To these moimiers it is 
an act of the higtot duuity to represent the ca- 
lamities whidi not only virtue has suffered, but 
▼htue has incurred ; to infcmn them that one evi- 
dence of a future state, is the unoa'tainty of any 
present reward for goodness ; and to remind them^ 
from the highest audiority, of the distresses and 
penuty of men qfwkom the worU was not worthy. 



WL. IV. Si 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



898 nOB lUJIBLSE. Ho. 5& 

No. 68. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1760. 



Husband thy possessions. 

TflE&E is searoely among the evils of human fife 
any so generally dreaded as. poverty. Eveiy 
other species of misery, those^ who are not much 
aoeustomed to disturb the present momeot with 
reflection, can easily forget, because it is not al- 
ways forced upon their regard: bat it is impos- 
sible to pass a day or an hour in the confluxes of 
men, without seeing how much indigence is ex* 
posed to contumely, neglect, and insuH; and, in 
its lowest state, to hunger and nakedness; to in- 
juries against which every pasaon b in arms, and 
to wants which nature cailnot sustain. 

Against other evils the heart is often hardened 
by true or by fidse notions i>f dignity and reputation : 
thus we see dangers of every kind faced with will- 
ingness, because bravery in a good or bad cause 
is never without its encomiasts and admk^ers. But 
in the prospect of poverty, there is nodiing but 
gloom and melancholy ; the mind and body suflfer 
t<^;ether; its miseries bring no alleviations; it is 
a state in which every virtue is obscured, and in 
which no conduct can avoid reproach : a state in 
whkh cheerfulness is insensibility, and dejection 
sullenness, <^ which the hardships are without ho- 
nour, and the labours without reward. 

Of these calamities there seems not to be want- 
ing a general conviction ; we hear on every side 
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the noise of trade, and see the streets thronged 
with natnberkss multitudes^ whose fiK^s are 
elottded with anxiety, and whose steps are hurried 
by preoipitatuin, from no other motive than the 
hope of gain; and the whole world it put in mo- 
tioub by tha desire o[ that wealth, which is chiefly 
to be valued as it secures us from poverty ; for it 
Is more useful for defence than acquisition, and is 
not so much able to procure good as to exdude 
evil. 

Yet ttore are always some whose passkms or 
foUm lead them to a conduct opposite to the ge«^ 
na«l maxims and practice of mankind ; some who 
aeem to rush upon poverty Mrith the same eager- 
ness with which others avoid it, who see their re* 
▼enues hourly lessened, and the estates which they 
inherit from their ancestors mouldering away, with- 
out resolution to diange their course of Ufe ; who* 
persevere against all remonstrances, and go for- 
ward with full career, though they see before, tUem 
the precipice of destruction. 

It is not my purpose in this paper, to expostu* 
late with such as ruin their fortunes l^ expensive 
schemes of buildings and gardens, which they carry 
en with the mme vanity that prompted them to 
b^n, churii^, as it happens in a thousand other, 
cases, the remote evil before the lighter, and de- 
ferring the shame of repentance till they incur the 
nriseries of distress. Those for whom I intend my 
present admonitions, are the thoughtless, the neg- 
ligent, and the dissdute ; who having, by the vi- 
cjousness of their own indinations, or the seduce- 
ooents of alluring companions, been engaged io^ 
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habits of expence, and aoeuatomed to move in a 
certain lound of pleastfrea ctiapropovtmied to tbor 
oeodition, are without foww to extrioale tbem* 
•elvea from the enchantaoesta of eiufeeni» avoM 
thought because they know it wfll be painfiriy and 
oontiHue fiom day to day^ and fiooa month to 
moDtb, to anticipate their revenue^ and §iok every 
hour d^per into the gulfs of usury and eKtortion. 

This foUy has less daim to pity, beoause it oan« 
not be imputed to the vehem^Me of sodden pas* 
flioo; ner can the mischief wliasfa it pioduees be 
Mtennated as the eflect of any nigle act,' which 
nige, or desire, might execute before thcM oouJd 
be time for an appeal to reaaon* These men avt 
adrancing towards miaery by soft approaches, aad 
destroying themselves^ not by the violence of a 
blow, which, when once given, can never be le* 
csitady but by a slow poison^ hourly repeatsd, aad 
ofastinatoly eontimsed. 

This ooriduct is so abstnd wImu it is esamiaed 
by the unprejudiced eye of rationiA jodgment, that 
Botbiug but experience could evince its possilMlity ; 
yet, absurd as it isi, the sodden foM of sonae fsml- 
lies^ and the sudden rise of others, pcove it to be 
eommoo ; and every year sees many wretdies re< 
dttced to contempt and want, by their costly sa- 
eriices to pleasure and vanity* 

It is the fiite of almost evety peission, when it 
has passed the bounds which nature prescribes^ to 
counteract its own purpose* Too much rage bin* 
ders the warrior from weomspeotton, too mudi 
eagerness of proAt hurts the credit of the tsad^ 
too much ardour takes away iiom the lover tkaL 
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eitinefs of tcUiets with which kdies are delighted. 
Thm extitv^^ance^ though dictated by rmtty, and 
incited by ToluptiibiisneM, seldom prociurea ulti* 
neiately either apfrfause or pleasure. 

If praise be justly estimated by the character of 
those from wlK>m it is received, little satisfactimi 
will be given to the spendthrift by the encomiums 
which he purchases. For who are tbey that ani- 
mate hifn in his pursuits, but youi^ men thought* 
less and abandoned like himself, unaoquainted with 
all on whiofa the wisdom of nations has impressed 
the stamp of excdUenee, and devoid alike d know- 
ledge and of virtue ? Bj whom is his prdtision 
praised, but by wretches who consider him as sub- 
servient to tbenr purposes, Sirens that entice him to 
dttpwreek, and Cylops that are gaping to devour 
faim? 

Bveiy man, whose knowledge, or whose virtsie^ 
can give value to his opinion, looks with scorn, or 
pity, neither of which can affiird much g^ratific»* 
tion to pride, on him whom the panders of luxuiy 
have drawn into the cbde of thchr influence^ and 
whom he sees parodied out auKing the difierent 
minister of fiilly, and about to be torn to pieces 
by tailors and jockies, vintners and attomies» who 
at once rob and ridicule him, imd who are secretly 
triumphing over his weakness^ when they present 
new incitements to his appetite, and heighten his 
desires by counterfeited applause. 

Such is the praise that is purdiased by piodi-» 
galiCy. Even when it is yet not discovered tb be 
fidse, it is the praise only of those whom it is re* 
proachftil to please^ and wboae sincerity is cor- 
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rupted by their interest ; men who Kye by the 
riots which they encourage, and who know that 
whenever their pupil grows wise, they shall lose 
their power. Yet with such flatteries, if they 
could last, might the cravings of vanity, which is 
seldom very delicate, be satisfied ; but the time ia 
always hastening forward when this triumph, poor 
as it is, shall vanish, and when those who now sur* 
round him with obsequiousness and compliments, 
fiiwn among his equipage, and animate his riots^ 
shall turn upon him with insolence, and reproadi 
him with the vices promoted by themselves. 

And as little pretensions has, the man who squan- 
ders his estate, by vain or vidous expences, to 
greater degrees of pleasure than are obtained by 
others. To make any happiness sincere, it is ne* 
cessary that we believe it to be lasting ; since what- 
ever we suppose ourselves in danger of losing, must 
be enjoyed with solicitude and uneasiness, and the 
more value we set upon it, the more must the pre^ 
sent possession be imbittered. How can he then 
be envied for his felicity, who knows that its con- 
tinuance cannot be expected, and who is conscious 
that a very short time will give him up to the gripe 
of poverty, which will he harder to he borne, as 
he has given way to more excesses, wantoned in 
greater abundance, and indulged his appetites with 
more profuseness ? 

It appears evident that frugality is necessary 
even to complete the pleasure of expence ; for it 
may be generally remarked of those who squander 
what they know their fortune not sufficient to 
allow, that in their mo&t jovial expence, there 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 58. THE KAMBLBB. 848 

always breaks out some proof of discontent and 
impatience ; they either scatter with a kind of wild 
desperation^ and affected lavisbness, as criminals 
brave the gallows when they cannot escape it, or 
pay tbdr money^ with a peevish anxiety, and en- 
deavour at once to spend idly, and to save meanly : 
having neither firmness to deny their passions, nor 
courage to gratify them, they murmur at their own 
enjoyments^ and poison the bowl of pleasure by re- 
flection on the cost 

Among these men there is often the vociferation 
of merriment, but very seldom the tranquillity of 
cheerfulness; they inflame their imaginations to a 
kind of momentary jollity, by the help of wine and 
riot, and consider it as the first business of the night 
to stupify recollection, and lay that reason asleep 
which disturbs their gaiety, and calls upon them to 
retreat from ruin. 

But this poor broken satis&ction is of short con- 
tinuance, and must be expiated by a long series of 
misery and regret In a short time the creditor 
grows impatient, the last acre is sold, the passions 
and appetites still continue their tyranny, with in- 
cessant calls for their usual gratifications, and the 
remainder of life passes away In vain repentance, or 
impotent desire. 
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Ihidiiur di$$ die, 
Nomeqite ptrgwU mUmif Imtm 9 

Tu secanda marmora 
Locoi sub ipgumjkinui, et iejml^ri 

ImauM or stntis do m o i ^ ' uom» 

Bay presses o& the keds of day. 

And moons increase to their decay ; 

Bat yon, widi tlioa^tless pride dMe, 

Unconsdoiis of impending ftle> 

Command the pilkr'd dome to rise. 

When lo 1 thy tomb forgotten lies.—— faancii . 

7b M# RAMBLER. 
SIR5 
I HATE latdy been caUed, from a mingled life 
of business and amusementt to attend tfae last 
hours of an old friend ; an office which has filkd 
me^ if not with mekndioly, at least with serious 
refleotions, and turned my thoughts towards the 
eontemplation of those sutgei^^ whichg though of 
the utmost importanlbe^ and of indubitaUe ecr* 
tainty, are generally secluded from our regards by 
the jollity of health, the hurry of employment, and 
even by the calmer diversions of study and specu* 
lation ; or if they become accidental tofHcs of con« 
versation and argument, yet rarely sink deep into 
the heart, but give occasion only to some subtiUties 
of reasoning, or elegancies of declamati<Hi, which 
are heard, appUuded^ and forgotten. 
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It is» indeed^ not hard to ocmoeive how a man 
aoeuatomed to extend his views tlurough a long 
concatenation of causes and effects, to trace things 
horn their origin to their period, and compare 
means with ends, may discover the weakness of 
hmnan schemes; detect the fidlacies by whidi 
mortals are deluded;^ shew the insufficiency of 
wealth, honours, and power, to real happiness; 
and please himself and his auditors, with learned 
lectures <m the vanity ctf life. 

But though the speculatist may see and shew 
ttie folly of terrestrial hopes, fears, and desire^ 
every hoiur will ffve proo& that be never felt it 
Trace him through the day or year, and you will 
find him. acting upon principle which he has in 
oommon with the illiterate and unenlightened, 
angry and pleased like the lowest of the vulgar, 
pursuing, with the same ardour, the same designs, 
gnsjpmg^ with all the ei^^emess of transport, those 
riches which he knows he cannot keep, and swell* 
ing with the applause whidi he has gained by prov- 
ing that applause is of no value. 

The only conviction that rushes upon the soul, 
and takes away from our a[^ites and passions 
the power of resistance, is to be found, where I 
have received it, at the bed of a dying friend. To 
enter this school of wisdom is not the peculiar pri* 
vil^^ of geometricians ; the most sublime and im* 
portant precepts require no uncommon oppwtuni* 
ties, nor laborious (Nreparations ; they are enforced 
vrtthout the aid of eloquence, and und^sfcood with- 
oat skill in analytic science. Ev^ tongue can 
uttor them, and every understanding can ocmeeive 
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them. He that widie^ in earnest to obtain jost 
aentimeiits coooerning his oondition» and woald 
be intimatdy acquainted with the worid, may find 
instructions on every side. He that desires to 
enter behind the soene, which every art baa 
been employed to decorate, and ^every pasaon la- 
bours to illuminate, and wishes to see life stripped 
of those ornaments which make it glitter on the 
stage, and exposed in its natural meanness, impo- 
tence, and nakedness, may find all the delusion 
laid open in the chamber of disease : he will there 
find vanity divested oi her robes, power deprived 
of her sceptre, and hypocrisy without her mask, 
r The fiiend whom I have lost was a man enli^ 
nent for genius, and, like others of tbe same chiss, 
sufficiently pleased with acceptance and applause. 
Being caressed by those who have preferments and 
riches in their disposal, he < considered himsdf as 
in the direct road of advancement, and had caught 
the flame of ambition by approaches to its object. 
But in the midst of his hopes, his {nrcjects, and his 
gaieties, he was seized by a lingering disease, 
which, from its first stage, he knew to be incur- 
aUe. Here was an end of all his visions of great- 
ness and happiness ; from the first hour that his 
health declined, all his former pleasures grew taste- 
less. His friends expected to please him by those 
accounts of the growth of his reputation, whidi 
were formerly certain of being well received ; but 
they soon found how little he was now affected by 
compliments, and how vainly they attempted, by 
flattery, to exhilarate the langour of weakne^ mid 
rdieve the solicitude of approaching death. .Who- 
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ever would know bow mudi piety and virtue sur^ 
pass all external goods, might here have seen them 
weighed against each other, where all that giires 
motion to the active, and elevation to the eminenty 
all that sparkles in the eye of hope, and pants in 
the bosom of suspidon, at once became dust in 
the balance, without weight and without r^ard. 
Riches, authority, and praise, lose all their influ- 
ence when they are considered as riches which to* 
morrow shall be bestowed upon another, authority 
which shall this night expire for ever, and praise 
which, however merited, or however sincere, shall^ 
after a few moments, be heard no more. 

In those hours of seriousness and wisdom, no* 
thing appeared to raise his spirits, or gladden his 
heart, but the recollection of acts of goodness; 
nor to excite his attention, but some opportunity 
for the exercise of the duties of religion. Every 
thing that terminated on this side of the grave 
was received with ccddness and indifference, and 
regarded rather in consequence of the haUt of 
valuing it, than from any opinion that it deserved 
value ; it had little more prevalence over his mind 
than a bubble that was now broken, a dream fironk 
which he was awake. His whole powers were eife 
grossed by the consideration of another state, and 
all conversation was tedious that had not some 
tendency to disengage him from human idflhirs, 
and open his prospects into futurity. 

It is now past, we have dosed his ey^ 4q4 
heard him breathe the groan of expiraticyi. , At 
the sight of this last conflict, I £^t a sensation 
never known to me before; a confusion of pas* 
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abm, 9B awful stiHnets of sonroir, a gloomy ier« 
mr without a name. The thoughts tbat entaned 
my soul were too strong to be diTerted, and too 
pieniing to be endured ; but such violenee cannot 
be lasthig, the storm subsided in a short time^ X 
wepti retired, and grew calm. 

I have from that time frequently rerolved in 
my mind, the effects which the observation of 
drath produces, in those who are not whoUy with* 
out the power and use of reflection ; for by far 
the greater part is wtu)lly unregarded. Th«r 
friends and their enemies sink into the grave with« 
out raising any uncommon emotion, or reminding 
them that they are themselves on the edge of the 
precipice, and that they must soon plunge into the 
gulf of eternity. 

It seems to me remarkaUe diat deaUi increases 
our veneration for the good, and extenuates our 
hatred of the bad. Those virtues which once we 
envied, ais Horace observes, because they eeiipsed 
our own, can now no longer obstruct our reput»- 
tion, and we have therefore no interest to suppress 
their praise. That wickedness, which vire feared 
tor its malignity, is now become impotent, and ^ 
man whose name filled us with alarm, and rage^ 
and indignation, can at last be considered only 
with ^pity, or contempt 

When a frknd is carried to his grave, we at 
once find excuses for every weakness, and pallia- 
lions of every fiiult; we recollect a thousand en- 
dearments^ which before glided off our minds with- 
out impression, a thousand favours unrepaid, a 
thousand duties unperformed, and wish, vainly 
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with for his letum, not so modrthat we may re» 
oeiv^ as that we may bestow liappiiies«» and re- 
compense that kindness which before we never 
understood 

There is not, perhaps, to a mind well instructed* 
a more painful occurrence, than the death of one 
whom we have injured * without reparation. Our 
crime seems now irretrievably it is indelibly re^ 
corded, and the stamp of £Ue is fixed upon it We 
consider, with the noost afflictive anguish, the pain 
which we have given, and now cannot alleviate, 
and the losses which we have caused, and now 
cannot repair. 

Of the same kind are the emotions which the 
death of an emulator or competitor produces. 
Whoever had qualities to alarm our jealousy, had 
excellence to deserve our fondness ; and to what- 
ever ardour of opposition interest may inflame us, 
no man ever outlived an enemy, whom he did not 
then wish to have made a friend. Those who are 
versed in literary history know, that the elder Sca« 
liger was the redoubted antagonist of Cardan and 
£rasmus; yet at the death of each of his great 
rivals he relented, and complained that they were 
snatched away from him before t|ieir reconciliation 
was completed. 

Tu'fie ftiam moreris ? Ah! quid me Unguis, Erasmt, 
AnU meu$ quam tit emicikaiut amor f . 

Art thou too fidlen ? ere anger oould tubside 
And lore return, hai grett Erasmms died? 

Such are the sentiments with which we finally 
review the effects of passion, but which we some- 
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times dehy till we can no longer rectify our eriors. 
Let us therefore make haste to do what we shdl 
certainly at last wish to have done ; let us return 
the caressess cf our friends, and endeavour by mu- 
tual endearments to heighten that tenderness which 
is the balm of life. Lict us be quick, to repent of 
injuries while repentance may not be a barren an- 
guish, and let us open ^our eyes to every rival ex- 
cellence, and pay early and willingly those hcmours 
which justice will compel us to pay at last 

Athanatus. 
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Na 55. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 85, 1750.' 

Maimro jpropier demnejkneri 

Inter ludert virgines, 
Ei tteUis maculam spargere candidis : 

Non siquid Pholoen satis 
Et te, ChloH, deeet . h ok. 

Now near to death that comes but tOow, 

Now thoQ art stepping down below ; • 

Sport not amongst the blooming maids. 

But think on ghosts and empty shades : 

What suits with Pholoe in her bloom^ 

Grey Chloris, will not thee become ; 

A bed is diflEferent ftom a tomb.— —cat bch. 

: To the RAMBLER. 

SIB, 

I HATE been but a little time oonvenant in the 
world, yet 1 have already had frequent oppor- 
tunities of observing the little efficacy of remon- 
strance and complaint, which, however extorted 
by oppression, or supported by reason, are detested 
by one part of the world as rebellion, censured by 
another as peevishness, by some heard with an ap« 
pearance of compassion, only to betray any of those 
sallies of vehemence and resentment, which are 
apt to break out upon encouragement, and by 
others passed over with indifference and neglect, 
as matters in which they have no concern, and 
which if they should endeavour to examine or re- 
gulate, they might draw mischief upon themselves. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



SM THE KAMBLMM. Na 56. 

Yet since it is no less natural tor those who 
think themselves injured to complain^ than for 
others to neglect their complaints, I shall venture 
to lay my case befcn^ you, in hopes that you wfll 
enfbree my €f^on» if you think it jurt, or endea- 
vour to rectify my sentim^its, if I am mistaken. 
I expect at least, that you will divest yoarself irf^pv- 
tiality, and that whatever your age or solemnity may 
be, you will not, with the dotard's insdenoe, pro- 
nounce me ignorant and foolish, pervanse and re- 
fractory, only because you p»cdve that I am 
young. 

My &ther dying when I was but ten years old, 
left me^ and a brother two years younger than my- 
self, to the care of my mother, a woman of Inrth 
and education, whose prudence or virtue he had 
no reason to distrust She felt, for some tiim^ all 
the sorrow whidb nature calls forth, upon the final 
separation of persons dear to one another ; and as 
her grief was exhausted by its own violeace; it sid>- 
sided into tenderness for me and my brothtf, and 
the year of mourning was spent in caresses, con* 
solations, and instruction, in cefebraticm <^ my fii- 
theirs virtues, in professions of perpetual ngtixA to 
his memory, and hourly instances of suofa fondness 
as gratitude will not eauly suffer me to forget 

But when the term of this nsoumful felicity vraa 
expired, and my mother appeared again without 
the ensigns of sonow, the ladies of her acquaint* 
ance began to tell her, upon whatever motives, 
that it was time to live like the nst of the world ; 
a powerful argument, which is seldom used to a 
woman without effisct Lady Giddy was uices* 
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Mci^ G«dvel7 told ber privately, wiUi gvedlk' I'M- 
demsss, ithafc.it begui to be pobUdy dbsemd 
hoW mucU ftbeoTo^ioted bar part» abd that moA 
of hc^r: Aoqiwoianee auspeded her hope'of'prDu 
mnng. another husband to be thetfue gromddf 
all tfaatflm^ancnof tmdemees and* piety. 

All the ^ffiebusness >of khndness: and -foUy ivaa 
biiti»d to change her oonduit. Shet^ waa at one 
time alartoed with ceniure, and at another fir«d 
with pmaet.fihe ..waa.tcM of ball% wheie* ethers 
abone only beoai^e she was absdnt; of new ooow^ 
ijm,:t» iprbioh all the town .wte*erowdiog; atid df 
fnany: ingenious iponie^ by which domestic dUli 
gence was made contesiptihle. . ; 

It.istidiffipuU for wurtiie to stand alone agtdmt 
£mr ononeside^ and.pbasure on the oth^; evj^ 
cially.when no.aotual crime is, proposed, and fmi^ 
denc^ itself can suggast many reasons for rdaxa- 
tion and jLndulgente. Hy mamma was^ at last pen- 
suaded to accompany' ^liss Giddy to a play. - 'She 
was received witti a boundless .profusion ofvom^ 
plimentSs and attended hooae by.ia veiiy fine gen* 
tleman. Next day she was^ with less difficulty pre^ 
vailed on to play at Mrs. Gravely 's, and canye 
home gay and lively ; for the distinctions that had 
been paid her awakened her vanity, and good luck 
bad kept her principlea of frugality Irom giving 
her disturl;>ance. She now. made ber second en^ 
trance into the, worlds . and. her friends weresuft 
ficiently industrious to prevent any return, to ber 
former .life/, every ntoming. brought messages of 
invitation, and eveay evening was^qpaised in plaoei 
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of dirwina» fhmi wbicb ibe fiora— liim twiK 
^infd th«C akekad nther be ibieiik lattahoii 
liflM abe began ta feel tbe bspfnntii of wtiag 
witboQt cAitioL of bong uoMBouKtaUe fiir her 
hnxH ber etptnoe^ Md boroonqMiy ; md Iwrn e d 
by degieet to dnp an eXi^MiioB of ahtrtempt^ m 
pty, attbo nMrntionof lodktwbpiobaAudiweft 
Miapetted of nttniaUig tbeir pknoiw, or tbear 
frioy, Aod oonfeiaed tbak the lowd to go ttd com* 
■• abe plaaaed. 

I waa atUl fiitoond with sorao inoidofilal pi»* 
oq>ta and tranaienf endearmeDts, and waa oo«r and 
tben fondly ktoed for anuKng like my |M|M : bat 
jMoat |Mrt of her morning w» apeot in oomparii^ 
the opinion of her maid and miUiner, eontftvinf 
•oaae variation in bar dtea^ Tuitmg abi^a^ and 
aending oomplimenta ; and tb% rest of the day woe 
too abort for Yitita^ card^ |daya, and CMMMta. 

She no«r began to diaeoirec thot it jmm impoiai-^ 
hie to eduoate chiUien properly at heme. F^ 
rents oould not have them aliraya in tbiir eight t 
the fioeiety of aenraiMia waa eontagjuHia ; eempeoy 
produced boMneaa aad spirit; ettmletion recited 
induatry ; and a huge aebool waa natoratty the 
fint stqi into the open world. A thonaand other 
raatona ahe all^i^ed, aome of little fbfee in tbem^ 
adlves^ but ao well seeended by pleeauie^ vanity* 
and idleness^ that they aoon oreteame all tbe re- 
maining principles of kindness and piety» Md both 
I and my brother were diapatohed t» boarding 
aebools. 

How my muEHoa sptnt her time when ahe was 
thna disUiithenod 1 am not able to 4nihrm yo(i» 
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but I kite iMMi tx^bdiwethflC trifles MdamuM- 
tnenti took atilt faster bold of ber beart. At first* 
•be fisited me at 9thoci^ and afterwards wrote to 
me; bot in a short tlmej both her Tisits and her let> 
ters were kt ad end, and no other notice was takrni 
of Bse than lo remit money for my support 

When I eame home at Uie vacation, I found my- 
aelf cddly reeftived, with an observation, ^ that 
this girl wffi presently be a woman.** I was^ after 
the usual stay, sent to school again, and overheard 
my mother say, as I was a-g<Mng^ ^ Well, now 1 
sMl feooven** 

In six months mare I came again, and, with the 
usual dnldish ahcrity, was running to my mother^s 
€aibrace^ when she stopt me with eatckmations at 
tbe suddenness and enormity of my growth, hav- 
ing, she said, never seen any body shoot up so 
much at my age. She was sure no other girls 
spread at that rate, and she hated to have ehikU 
rai look like women before their time. I was dis^ 
ooooerte^ «nd retired without bearing any thing 
nKNre than ^ Nay, if yon are angry. Madam Steeple^ 
you may walk oK^ 

When once the forms of civility are violated, 
tfme remains Ktde hope of return to kindness or 
deeency. My mamma made this appearance of 
nsentment a reason for continamg her malignity I 
and poor Miss Mqrpole, for that was my appella- 
tion, was never mentioned or spoken to but with 
aome expresMon of anger or disUke. 

She had yet the pleasure of dressing me like a 
cinld, and I know not when I should have been 
tiiought fit to change my habit, had I not been 
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rescued by a maiden sister of toy fttber, who tcM, 
not bear t6 see women in banging-sfee^^; uoA 
therefore presented me with brocade foragowo, 
for which I should have thought myself ondef'great 
oUigationsi had she not aooompanted her liiwxi^ 
with some hints that my mamma might now con^ 
sider her age» and give me her ear-tinga, wbieb she 
bad shewn long enough in public plaoea. 

I ndw left the school, and came to five wkh my 
mamma, who considered me as an usurper that hid 
seized the rights of a wonian before tfaey were doe » 
and was pushing her down the precipice of age, 
that 1 might reign without a superior. While I 
am thus beheld with jealousy and suspidon, . jou 
wiH readily believe that it is difficult to pkaae. 
Every word and look is an offence. I never apeak, 
but I pretend to some qualities and excellencies^ 
which it is criminal to possess ;^ if I am gay, she 
thinks it early enough to coquette; if I am grave, 
she hates a prude in bibs;. if I venture inftocom^ 
pany, I am in haste for a husband ; if 1 retire to 
my chamber, such matron*like ladies are lovers of 
contemplation. 1 am on one pretence or other ge- 
nerally excluded from Jher assemUies, nor am lever 
suffered tO/ visit at the same place, with my mamma. 
Every one wonders why she .does not bring Mass 
more into the world, u^d whea she comes home 
in vapours I am certain that she lias beard ^ther 
of my beauty or my wit, and .expect nothing for 
the ensuing week but taunts and nenaoea, contra- 
diction and reproaches. 

Thus I live in a state of continual iperaecuticmt 
only because I was' born ten years too aooD» and 
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ctoiniiti stop the course of^nature or of tiine/ but 
att uMBappify a Tirofnan before my mother can w\lU 
MgVy eease to be a giil I believe 3rou "would eon- 
iribdte to thk happihess of many ^Eimili^ i£, hy 
any al^gumeiits or persuasions^^ you oouldmake 
mothers ashamed of rivallmg their children^; if 
you could shew them, that though they may re^ 
fuse to grow wise, they must inevitably grow old; 
' and that the proper solaces xjf age are not lAu- 
sio and compliments^ but wisdom and devotion'; 
that those who are so unwitting to quit the world 
will soon be drii^n from it ; and that it is there* 
fore their interest to retire while there yet renbaia 
a few houra ibr nobler employments. 

I anr, &5C. 



No. 56. SATURDAY, SEi^TEMBER 29, 17^. 



Vakatrrs hdicra, si me > . * l.r 

PaltnruL lug^oitmierumf dotuUf ri^cU fpif^uwL i ' ■ uan^ • | 

»f.'. . • / ., .'. •: y :M , ••: .' 

Suck fond pursivits of pleasure^ or p^ fiune, 
if I must shik in sliame, of swell With pride, ' ' ' • • • 

' As the gay'palm.ia granted or d0i^ed,-^i''—rBAMC]B. .! fi 

Nothing is morevunpleastngvtbari 'to^' find, tliat 
offbiloe ^ has been received ^^hen lOone /waflL in^ 
tenckd^ and Uiat! paib ibas beenr .givop . itOfthoie . whft 
wore ' not giiflty of any/|]rbiocatiom , /As &ei grie^A 
^ end of society is nmtual faenefioepoe^'.a gqod mair 
is always uneasy when he finds himself acting in 
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I opporition to the purposes of life ; lieoBUfle^ ^Hm^ 
his oonsdenoe may eutily acquit btm of flMi&r pre^ 
pense^ of settled hatred c^ cc^trivances of mkdlieC 
yet be seldom can be certain^ that he has not fided 
by negligence^ or indolence ; that he has not been 
hindered from consulting the oommoo intamt by 
too much regard to his own eaae, or too mudi in* 
difference to the happiness of others. 

Nor is it necessary, that, to feel this aneasiness, 
the mind should be extended to any great diffimon 
of generosity, or melted by uncomnaon warmth of 
benevolence; for that prudence which the worM 
teaches, and a quick sensibility of private ififerest^ 
will direct us to shun needless enmities; nnoe 
there is no man whose kindness we may not some 
, time want, or by whose malice we may not some 
\^time suffer. 

r have therefore frequently looked with wonder^ 
and now and then with pity, at the thoughtlessness 
with which some alienate from themselves the affec- 
tions of all whom chance, business, or indination, 
brings in their way. When we see a manpursmng 
some darling interest, without much regard to the 
opinion of the world, we jusdy consider him as o(»^ 
nipt and dangerous, but are not long in discover^ 
ing his mc^ves ; we see him actuated by passiona 
which are hard to be resisted, and deluded by ap- 
pearances which have dazzled stronger eyes. BttC 
the greater part of those who sefc mankind aft de- 
fiance by hourly irritation, and who live but to m^ 
fiise malignity, and mohiply enemies, have no hope* 
to foster, no designs to promote^ nor any expecta* 
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Hona#f u tt M niw g power by inw>lepo^ or ot cMm^ 
ing lo giMUMiw ky trampling on «th«i«. Th«Qr 
gjnr« ap idl the iwaat* <^ kindoew. for the 8ak« ^. 
INlftvvbnws, petulenae,.or gloom; vnd »lieniit« (b« 
WiNrld by pegUot of tbeooinfnonfprins of civility, 
m^ bnift^ of tb« ettgbliihed laws of <x>nver««tioi)» 
Every onemuit* in tb? walks of life, baveinft 
witb 0^ of wboin all »peak witb ensure, tboB^b 
tktf are not obargaable witb any crimf^ and whotn 
BfOf ttm W piirswided to k)v«, tboagb a mison can 
aPNratly bf aasigiMedwby tb«y »bould b« batad ; w4 
wbo^ if tbeir good qnalities and actionc sometiwcf 
(wtti » «(>i»n>eiidaiio«» bave their panegyric tA^. 
Vfqrf oanelndad witb eoofestionsof ditguai; '<b« 
" M a g9od fOM, but 1 eaiifiot hkjf bim," Mvttiljf 
audi peffi<«» have iK>ld the ^tfiem of tbe wffldat 
too low apriocw nimw tbey have lost on^ of tbt rs* 
waada of virtnf^ wisboufr g«Mqg tba pwfit* <of 

TbisiUeisoAmny pfl»meis«oin«dm«f the^aitl 
«f alUipi^ : -Man whote prpoeptiomi ive U«^id 
And lUi^iib, wbp. laiaant aotbing but Iom of mi>* 
mj^ ani find notbu^ but a Uoir* are <^tan at a 
di(Wnilty to gotaa wby tbey are eocopapawed witb 
WMOkf* . though tbey li^ect all tboee art« by 
pMob. oMUB aie wodeared to one aiK>tber. Tfoey 
ee mfer t tbewaeUe*, that tbi?y have |i?«d irre^ 
pmachaldy { Aat now «■« ebai^ tbem witb bar* * 
ing endangered his lifi^ vf divMAisbad his poif 
iMMftfnsi : aad t>M « i<im i «mBcliide that tbey #li0er 
by SOUK invincible &tality, or impute tbe mtim 
«f iMr acfigbbQurs to ignofapw or mff* Tbey 
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wtup th^mtelirei tip In their innoeeMe» andooyif 
die kx>ngrAtd1atioM ofthd^ own hearts, ililluNit 
inkming or suspecting that they nre every day de^ 
iervedly incurring resentitteiiCy; b)r withokttng 
itom those with whom tfae^ dmverse^ thatt regard^ 
or appearance of regard, to which every one is €&«• 
titl^ by the customs of the worfd. 

There are many injuries which alhioflt eirety man 
feci)^ though he does not compUthi, atld; wtfidi 
«poti those whom virtue, cfl^ganoe, o» van^ hwt 
hsttdfe delicate and tender, flk d^ and ksCto^ im- 
ptMflions; as there are many arts of|rmcidttsiieas 
tmd ooitcilialion, which ai«» t6 be pmctiised with* 
out ^cpence, and by which 'Itiose' may be nndt 
Hur Mends, who ha^ neve^ i^iv«d from un any 
ttiX hiheit. Such'irttr, whm they idtiade'^ieitter 
giliH nor miriness, Ife 19 Mi^ly HeasMaM^toJeam; 
fbr who woitild W>ant tbab 'tot^ ^IMk is 'sa ea^ to 
be gained ? And such injuries are to be avoided; 
Ibr who would be hated without ;profit7 ^i' ' 
' SoUfie, itideed, there m'e*, 'for wAiDm A^ AMi*^ 
of ignorance ' or negligeii<!e ' cieitif^ot be alleged, 
%edaiise it is ap|)arch» that Jitey atenotoMy ottre- 
yM &i pleasing, but studiood to cd^d ; tliM'diey 
libnfrive to ihake all appl'oiich^ to thigm dMkal lt 
%wi ve^tatious, and itaagiue AM they i ^ id fadfac 
tb^fnseltes l^^asthig the timo of <mIi«n in^miriess 
attend^K, fay! 'mortifyiM^ tbwo': with «Hi(lM|' and 
VMtingtb^m^Mk affronts. ^-'^ = '- > 

< Mto of this khfftl ai« getk96Xtj to-be'^fottd 
MfAmg thos^>t)ia6 have not "tnlh^led tuucbiageM 
iieial ooiy^t^r^atioM;^ but sp^nc itieir IHies -Mkidst 
the obsequiousness of dependants, and the flatty 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 6$. THE UAMBUOU Ml 

of partsiteB; and by long coMsultiBg only their own 
iaolinatioo, hflcre forgotten iiiat bAers faAve clakBi 
to the same deference. 

Tyranny thus avowed, is indeed an ^xuheranoe 
of pride, by which aU mankind is so niucheriraged» 
that it is never qnietly endtored, except in those 
who can- reWagrd the patience whidi they exact ; 
and insolence is genially surrounded only by sudi 
whose baseness inclines them to think nothing in« 
•apportaUe' that produces gain, and who can laagh 
at senrriiity and radeness with a luxurious table 
and an open purse. 

But though all wanton provocations and co^ 
temptuous insolence are to be difigently avoided^ 
there is no leas danger in lamid compHanee and 
tame yesigna^on. It is common fbr soft and ftai* 
fttl tempers'to give themselves up4mplicltly to the 
dhpedion of the bold, the turbulent, and tb^ over- 
bearing; of those whom they do not beliere^ wiser 
or better than themselves;^ to recede horn Che berit 
designs where opposition must been countered; and' 
to fkll off from virtue for ftar of censure. 

fiome flrmfness and resection is necessary to tlie 
discharge of duty ; but it is a very unhappy state 
of life in which the neecl^slty of such struggles fte- 
quently occars ; for no man is defeated without 
some resentment, which will be continued with 
obstinacy; while be believes himself in the rights 
and' exerted^ with bitteniess, if even to his own con-^ 
vietion he is detected in the wrong. 

Bven though no regard be had to the external 
consequences of contrariety and dispute, it must 
be painful to a worthy mind to put othersin pain. 
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najr be vititled by tioo Jkiog a cuitooi of d«btli 
and contest 

X am afimid that I may be taxed viUi jbemrilM- 
lity by many of my ooKreepoiideot9» who bdieve 
tbeir eonteibutiona imjuetly negleeted* And, i»n 
deed, whea I lit befoK a pUe of WPi^n, of wfaMi 
eaeb is the productioii of iaborioya atudy, aod tbo 
offipring of a fi»nd parent* I, who know lb« pasiiapa 
of an aiUbor« oaonoti^iiiember bow kw^g tlMiy bmm 
lain m my bows unrf^rded, witboiit ieg<^gining to 
myself the various changes of soifow^ impiitigneifc 
aad rtseiptmeiil; which the writors must have iB^ 
in tAii tedious int^^sl. 

. These mfleetkHMi we still mwe ai«akened» wfaiw 
ufion perusal* I find some of them rwOmg 6m a plam 
in tb^ mtt pafHi; a plaee wbicb tbey bave Mmmc 
yHoUafMd; otbcm writing inasfcyk of si y ew 
onty asd btfigbtiMM^ aa seeum of dc^mmoci* a«d' 
afcove §mt of oritieism ; others JhmaUf ottsriBg 
thflinyfialr astistaiiciff with softnesi and aBbnissiMi 
which tt^ behove mpoasiblf to be resisted ; iome» 
iofeaodueing their eompesitions with a menaee of 
the eontempt whieb be that refoseatbem wiU kh 
cur; others ap^ying pAvatdy to ijbe bocduettem 
tof tbmr intereat and a^i^itation ; evesy one bgr di^ 
fevMt wiQraendeaywiringtoeeciiie.tbe UisaofpHb* 
lieatioD<.v I oamsot but oomaier myself as plaoadJut 
a Tery incommodious situation, where I aas fiwvisd 
to repress oonfideno^ which it is pleasii^ toin^ 
doigef to r^ay civilities with iq^paarMees of no* 
j^fs^ and so frequmitfy^ to ofibnd tboae hgr wb»oi 
I never yrm offended. 
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I know wdl how rarely an author, ired with the 
beauties of hb new composition, contains his rap- 
tures in his own bosom, and bow naturally . he im^ 
parts to his friends his expectations of renown ; and 
as I can easily concefye the eagerness with which 
a new paper is snatched up, by one who expects to 
find it ffiled with his own production, and perhaps 
has called his companions to share the pleasure d 
a second perusal, I grieve for the disappointment 
wUoh be is to frel at the fatal inspectimi. Hit 
hopes, howirrer, do not ibctake him ; be is cec^ 
tain of giving lustre the next day. The next d^ 
comes, and again be pants with expeekatioo, aoA 
having dreamed of laurels and Puotmuh casts bia 
eyes upon the bmren page, with which be is doomed 
Mver more to be fleHgbted* 

For such cruelty wfaM eloMiiient can be made? 
For such cabuwMes wh«t aUevietioo caabe^auod? 
lam afraid that tbeoMiehiefakMdy done nest be 
irithoot rfipanitien» and aU tbatdeaerves nsy earo 
i#vpr e v en tioo lor the fature^ Iiet thetefbie the next 
iriendly contributor, whoever he bs^ obarrve the 
eautioiis of SwM; and write atcretly in his.own 
chamber vilhout commuiiieatii^ Us design to his 
nearest friead. Soar the neaiest iVisiid wiU be pleased 
with an ofportanity of laugfaio^ Let him cany it 
to tiie poet hieoas^ and wait lo ailcQee for the event 
K itispiihlirfied and p rai s ed, he may then deelare 
bimulf the anthor ; if it be supprenedf be may 
wionder in private without much vexatioii ; end if 
it be censured, he may join ia the ery» and kment 
the dttlness ef the wii^ng geneMtioD^ 
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Toll." 
The world has not yet leiimed the riches of firugality 

7b the RAMBLfiE. 

81 R, 

I AM always pleased when I see Hteratuie nM^ 
useful, and scholai« descending horn- that <de» 
tatlon> which as it raises them abote common life, 
most Hkewf se hin^r them from befadding the wmym 
of men otherwise than in a doodt'cuf buiUe andcoi^ 
tnmm. ^Havhig lived a life, of bt^jbeas, and re^ 
marked how seldom arif ocetrfrenbctf emeige £mt 
which great qoaHties Ak Irfequiretl, lihaveleaAed 
the necessity of regiEM^dfaig' Tittle tbii^; aaidfthengll 
I do not 'f>iretend to give laws tor the legiaiitoo cf 
mankind/ or to Iknlt the range of those po w trtil 
minds that carry light and heat ^tfaraughafl- the ji^- 
gions of knowledge, yel I have lon^ thought^ thai 
the greatest part of those who lose themsdvesf«» 
studies by i^hich I have not found thlAliiey gnMr- 
much wiser, might, with more advantage both. to 
the.public and themselves, iapply their uiiderstjaid* 
ings to domestic arts, and istort'tbeitf 'minds with 
: axioms df humfaie prudeuM, and prtViM economy. 
Your late^ paper on frugality* ^htt very eiegaot 
aiiA pleasing, but in my opiniortnoksiifficibatly 
adapteci ' to common readers, who pay Htde legrird 
to the music of periods, theartffice of conriectioii, 
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or the arrangement Of -the flowers cX rfabtcAtb; boi 
require a few plain Aid cogent instaructiona, ivhich 
majr sink Into the mind by thdr oim weight 

Frugality is so niecessary to thd happiness of the 
world, so beneficial in its varions forms to every 
rank of men, from the highest of human potentates^ 
to the lowest labourer or Artificer; and the miseriee 
which thd neglect of it produces are so nnmetoiid 
add so grievoQ^ that it ought to be recopHnaiended 
with ev<ery variation of address, and adapted t» 
every dass of understanding. ^ 

Whether those wh# treat monils^as •^sdenee-ifill 
allow frugality to be numbered 'amcaig tbe virtues, 
1 have not thought it :nece8sary to Jn^ife For I^ 
who draw my €|MQ(ions fvom a c«ieful -obsen^tipiv 
of the world, am satisfied with knowing what la 
alHindantty sufficient for practice^ that if it be^iot 
a virtue, H is, at least, a quaKty, lirMbh can a^ldom 
exist wHhout some v^irtq^ and witbouit which few 
vittuea can eitist. Frugality may^ be tei^died the 
daughter of p^itdeno^ the stater iif tanp^nce; ani^ 
the parent of liberty. He* that is ^ravagant wilt 
qfuickly become ^oor, voA poverty will enfonte d^ 
pendence, artd hivite ccvruptibn ; it will almost 4Bd- 
ways produce a passive compliaQoe with the wick- 
edness of others ; and . tb^re are few who do not 
learn by degrew jto praotiae those crimes wkidi 
^y cease to censure. ^ 

If there are. anys^ who do not dread poverty as 
dangaaous to virtue, - yet mankind seeoi' iinanftmoas 
enough in abhorring it as deatrttetive^tobappineaa; 
and all to whom want is terrible, upoti whatever 
principle, ought to thiak tbenaselvea obliged to 
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tei% and tttaio the Mlutaiy arts of CDtttwirting 
axpencet for witboot frugdi^ none mh be richy 
««d with it very ftw would be poor. 

To oMtt other eett of vtrtiie or eBtrtapu of wie- 
dein» • eoMuneooe of many dromnitiactt is »»* 
oaiiary» aosie previoas knowledge oMiit be aW 
tatoed* aeme ttoooaunoD gilto of natiiie poawMedt 
«r aeoM opportMity paeducod by an extttoidiniay 
<ea>bkiation of thiofi; but the mere power of aav- 
ii^ what is already in our handr» oniat be easy of 
aeqttiattott to m^epf msA ; and aa the exa»ple of 
Baom may ahear^ that the highest imeUeet cawMt 
safely Mi^eot it, a tbousMd instaaars will every 
dagr p«ove» that the meaDest may praetiae it wiiOi 



Ricbes cannot be within the reaeh of gieat ; 
han^ beaame to be rich is to possess more than is 

eoold obtain the amn which now aaakea a maa 
wealthy, the name of weritb most then be twnt 
imred to still greater aociimulatian« Bot I am not 
oettidn that it is e<|iiaUy iaspoasible to »empt the 
lower dassm <tf mankind i^om pofarly ; bemnssw 
though whatever be the wedth of the ooadmuait^F^ 
smne will always have least, arid he that hm kw 
than any bther ia cemparatively poor ; yet I do not 
see any ooactive necessity tlwt many should be 
withobt the IndispenaaUe eonveni^mes of life ; 
but am sometimes inclined to imagine^ that, ca« 
sind calamities eaeepted, there might, l^ um* 
versal prudence, be procured an univcsml ex« 
emption from want; and that he who ahould 
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faKppcn to liAtt listtt, might tiotwillMliiidiiig 1^ 



But witboftt entMitig too ftar into t|)ecolatk»M 
ivhieh I do not yemanber that any pofitictl catena 
kMor btts uttimpted, atid in i^Hiieh the mort per^ 
Bpietumom retimier tndy be easity befwildered, it i$ 
^'fident that tbey to whom Providence bak iMotted 
tto odtar eaie but of their own fiMtnne and tbtii^ 
own tirtae» whieh make ftr the greater port of 
nianklnd, fenve tuffidienf indtementi to peMonat 
frugality, since, whatever might lie itt genend 
«ftct upon provineea or nation*, by whieh it is 
nev^ lifceiy to be tried, we know with ettt^nty, 
diat theie is sewcely any individad entering tht 
worUI, who, by pradmt pcrsimony, may not rea^ 
aonably promise himself a cheerful competence in 
tbedecKneoflife. 

The prospect of penury in age is so gloomy and 
terrifying, tliat every man who locdm before biA 
must resolve to avtM it; and it must be avoided 
generally by the sdenc^ of taring. Vbr, thoogh 
in evety i^ there are some, who by bold adven* 
tores, or l^ Ikvourable aecodento, rise suddenly to 
riebesi yet it is dangerous to indulge hopes of such 
late events t and the bulk of mankind must owe 
iSieir affluence to smaH and gradual profits, below 
whiefa their expence must be resolutely reduced. 

You must not therefore think me sinking bek>w 
the dignity of a practical {Ailosopher, when I re- 
commend to the consideration of your readers^ 
from the statesman to the apprentice, a position 
replete with mercantite wisdom, ^ A penny saved is 
two-pence got f which may, i think, be aecommo^ 
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they who pursue any lucrative employ m^t wH 
m¥e jAme when thfiiy S^rbear jaxpenoR^ Mid thnt the 
Ime may be employ«4 to t/ie unciei^ fEif , pr^Gt s 
but that they ivbo iMre above sifcb mimite . oon^ide^. 
iftiona will fiad, by every vhftoty over fippetite :or 
paMo«» oew abreogth. added t» A^^aam^ will gm 
tb« power of refiiaiog tho$e soUcitMbM by wbieb 
the young and vivofjjbiiia avei .-b^iirly aasaullnct fuid. 
ip tioie aet tbraiielv9S ftbore tbe reaqb of eiitmvar 
ganep and fdly. 

It mayj perhaps b^ inq^iiced by thqne who ace 
wiUijqg ratber to cavtf than to leprut what: Ja die 
just measure of frugality ? fM)d whea. e^ pence, not 
abfolutely necessary, df^nera$^ into profusion i? 
To such questions' no general answer can be re* 
turned ; since the liberty of spending, oi; necessity 
of parsiaK)ny, may be var^d. without end by dif- 
ferent circumstances. It may, however, be laid 
down as a rule never to be bcokWf that a ^' man's 
voluntary expence should not exceed, his revenue*'* 
A maxim so obvious an4 incootrovertible, that the 
dvil law ranks the prodigal with the; madman, and 
debars them equally from; th€i cooduet of th^ own. 
aflGurs. , Another precept arising ffwu the form^v^ 
and indeed included in it^ is yet neoessafy to' b& 
distinctly impressed upon the w«rm, the fiuicifuU 
and the brave ; " Let no man aalicipatfe uncertiun 
profits/* Let no man presume to spend upon 
hopes^ to trust his own abilities f<pr n^ans of de- 
liverance from penwy, to give a loose to his pre- 
sent desires^ and leave the reckoning to.fortiiBe 
or to virtue. 
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To these cautions, whidi, I suppose, are, at least 
among the graver part of mankind, undisputed, I 
will add another, ** Let no man squander against 
his indination.** With this precept it may be, per- 
haps, imagined easy to comply ; yet if those whom 
profusion has buried in prisons, or driven into ban- 
ishment, were examined, it would be found that 
very few were ruined by their own choice, or pur- 
chased pleasure with the loss of iheur estates ; but 
that they sufiered themselves to be borne away by 
the violence of those with whom they conversed, 
and yielded reluctantly to a thousand prodigalities, 
dther from a trivial emulation of wealth and spirit, 
or a mean fear of contempt and ridicule ; an emu- 
lation for the prize of fdly, or the dread of the 
laugh of fools. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant^ 

SOPHBON. 
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"Improha 



Crescunt divitice, tamen 

Curia ne$cio quid semper abest rei ,' « H ok> 

But, while in heaps bit wicked wealth aaeeods. 

He is not of his wish poesess'd; 
There's something wanting still to make him Uess'd. 

PRAKCIf. 

As the love of money ha$ been, in all ages» one 
of the passions that have (j^yen great disturbance 
to the tranquillity qf the world, there is up 
topic more copiously treated by the ancient mo- 
ralists than the folly of devoting the heart to the 
accumulation of riches. TJf^ey who are acquainted 
with these authors need not be told how riches ex« 
cite pity, contempt, or reproach, whenever they 
are mentioned; with what numbers of examples 
the danger of large possessions is illustrated; and 
how all the powers of reason and eloquence have 
been exhausted in endeavours to eradicate a deske 
which seems to have intrenched itself too strpngly 
in the mind to be driven out, and which, perhaps, 
had not lost its power, even over those who de- 
claimed against it, but would have broken out in 
the poet or the sage, if it had been excited by op- 
portunity, and invigorated by. the approximation 
of its proper object. 

Their arguments have been, indeed, so unsuc- 
cessful, that I know not whether it can be shewn. 
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that by all tbe wit and reasoa wbioh this favourite 
cause has called forth» a single convert was ever 
made ; that even one man has refused to be ricb» 
when to \fe rich was in his power, from the con- 
viction of the greata* happinesa of a narrow for- 
tune; or disburtbened himself of wealth when he 
bad tried its inquietudes^ merely to enjoy tbe peace 
and leisureand security of a mean and unenviedstate. 

It is true, indeed, that many have neglected op* 
portunities of raisipg themselves to honours and to 
wealth, and rejected the kindest c^Eers o( fortune : 
but however their moderation may be boasted by 
themselves, or admired by such as only view them 
at a distanoe^ it will be^ perbiqp^ seldom found that 
they value riches less, but that they dread labour 
or danger more than others; they are unable to 
rouse themselves to action, to strain in the race of 
competition, or to stand tbe shook of contest ; but 
though they therefore, decline the toil of climbing, 
they nevertheless wish themselves aloft, and woukl 
willingly enjoy what they dare not seize. 

Others have retired from high stations, and vo* 
luntarily condemned themselves to privacy and ob- 
scurity. But, even these will not afibrd many oc- 
casions of triumph to the philosopher; for they 
have commonly either quitted that only which they 
thought themselves unable to hold» and prevented 
disgrace by resignation ; or they have been induced 
to try new measures by general inconstancy, which 
always dreams of happiness in novelty, or by a 
gloomy disposition, wbidi is disgusted in the same 
degree with every state, and wishes every scene 
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of Bfe to dumge as soon as it is befadd. Sudi vam 
fimnd high and low stations eqiiaUj unaUe to sa- 
tify the wishes <^ a distetnpoed mind, and were 
unable to slielter themselves in the dosest retreat 
fixHn disappointment, solidtude, and misery. 

Yet though these adoMmitions have been thus 
neglected by those, who dtfaer enjoyed ridies, or 
were able to procure them, it is not rashly to be 
determined that they are dtogetber without use ; 
fot since £eur the greatest part of numkind must be 
confined to conditions comparativdy mean, and 
placed in situations from which they naturally look 
up with envy to the eminences before them, those 
writafs cannot be thought ill employed that have 
administered remedies to discontent almost uni- 
versd, by shewing, that what we cannot readi nuiy 
very well be forborne, that the inequaUty of distri- 
bution at which we murmur, is for the most part 
less than it seems, and that the greatness, whidi 
we admire at a distance, has much fewer advan- 
tages, and much less splendour, when we are sufl 
fered to approach it 

It is the business of moralists to detect the frauds 
of fortune, and to shew that she imposes upon the 
cardess eye, by a quick succession of shadows, 
which will shrink to nothing in the gripe ; that she 
disguises life in extrinsic ornaments, which serve 
only for show, and are laid aside in the hpurs of so- 
litude, and of pleasure; and that when greatness 
aspires dther to felidty or wisdom, it shi^kes off 
those distinctions which daxzle the gazer, and awe 
the supplicant 

It may be remarked, that thesy whose condition 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N0.5& THERAMBLBB. S7S 

iias not afforded them the light of moral orreli- 
gloas instmctitm, and who collect all thdr ideas 
by their own eyes» and digest them by dieir own 
imderstandings^ seem to consider those who are 
placed in ranks of remote superiority^ as almost 
another and higher species of beings* As them- 
seWes have known little other misery than the con- 
sequences of want, they are with difficulty pef^ 
soaded that where there is wealth there can be 
sorrow, or tli^ those who glitter in dignity, and 
glide along in affluence, can be acquainted with 
pains and cares like those which lie heavy upon 
the rest of mankind. 

This prgudice is, indeed, confined to the lowest 
fiieanness, and the darkest ignorance ; but it is so 
confined only because others have been shewn its 
folly, and its falsehood, because it has been opposed 
in its progress by history and philosophy, and hin- 
dered from spreading its infection by powerful pre- 
servatives. 

The doctrine of the contempt of wealth, though 
it has not been able to extinguish avarice or am- 
bition, or suppress that reluctance with which a 
man passes his days in a state of inferiority, miist^ 
at least, have made the lower conditions less grating 
and wearisome, and has consequently contributed 
to the general security of life, by hindering that 
firaud and violence, rapine and dreumvention, 
which must have been produced by an unbounded 
eagerness of wealth, arising from an unshaken con- 
viction that to be rich is to be happy. 

Whoever finds himself incited, by some violent 
impulse of passion, to pursue riches as the chief 
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end of being, must surely be so mudi alarmed bf 
the successive admonitions of those whose experi* 
ence and sagacity hare recommended them as the 
guides of mmkind, as to stop and crnisida- whether 
he is about to engage in an undertaking that will 
reward his toil, and to examine before he mshea 
td wealth, through right and wrong, what it wiH 
^XMofer when he has acquired it ; and this examina- 
tion will seldom fail to repress his ardour, and re- 
tard his violenoa 

Wealth is nothing in itself, it is not useful but 
when it departs from us ; its value is found only 
in that which it can purchase, which if we suppose 
it put to its best use by those thatpossess it, seems 
not' much to deserve the desire or envy of a wise 
man. It is certain that, with regard to corpond 
enjoyment, money can neither open new avenues 
to pleasure^ nor Mode up the passages <^ anguish. 
Disease and infirmity still continue to torture and 
enfeeble, perhaps exasperated by luxury, or pro- 
moted by softness. With respect to the mnid, it 
has rarely been observed, that wealth contributes 
mask to quicken the discernment, enlarge the ca- 
pacity, or elevate the imagination ; but may, by 
hiring flattery, or laying diligence asleep, confirm 
error, and harden stu|ttdity. 
. Wealth cannot confer greatness^ fbr nothing can 
make that greats which the (tecreeof nature has 
ordained to be little. The bramUe may be pkMxd 
in a hot-bed, but can never become an oak. Even 
royalty itself is not able to give that dignity whidi 
it happens not so find, but oppresses feeble minds, 
though it may elevate the strong. The worid has 
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been governed in the name of kings, whose exist- 
ence has scarcely been perceived by ^my real effects 
beyond their own palaces. 

When therefore the desire of wealth is taking 
hold of the heart, left us lock roitnd and see how 
it operates upon those whose industry or fortune 
has obtained it. When we find them oppressed 
with their own abundance, luxurious without plea* 
sure, idle without ease, impatient and querulous 
in themselves, atid despised or bated by the rest <^ 
mankind, we shall soon be convinced, that if the 
real wants of our condition are satisfied, there re- 
mains little to be sought with solicitude, or dettred 
with eagerness. 
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Sit Mfuidfiiiak mthim per verba levare, 

tioc querulam Prognen Haicyonenquefodi : 
Hoc erat in solo quare Pceantius antro 

VocefaHgaret Lenmia saxa jim. 
StroMigviat inckeus ddor, edftie eaesehuU imfye, 

Cogiiur et vires mvltipUceire iU(u,'''^-HiyiD 

Complaining ofl gives respite to oar grief; 

From hence the wretched Prpgne sought rdieC 

Henoe the FKtntiaD chief his Me deploNf, 

And vents his sorrow to the Lemnian shares : 

In vain by secrecy we would assuage 

Onr cares; conceal'd they gather tenfold rage.*— — f. lbwi9. 

It is oommon to distinguuh men by the namefrof 
animals which they are supposed to resemble. 
Thus a hero is frequently termed a lion, and a states- 
man a fox, an extortioner gains the appellation ci 
vulture, and a fop the title of monk^. There is 
also among the various anomalies of character, 
which a survey of the world exhibits, a qpedes of 
beings in human form, which may be propoiy 
mariced out as the screech-owls of mankind. 

These screech-owls seem to be settled in an opi- 
nion that the great business of life is to complain, 
and that they were bom for no othtf purpose than 
to disturb the happiness of others, to lessen the 
little comforts, and shorten the short pleasures of 
our condition, by painful remembrances of the past, 
or melancholy prognostics of tiie future; their 
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only care is to crush the rising hope, to damp the 
kindling transport, and allay the golden hours of 
gaiety with the hateful dross of grief and suspidon. 

To those whose weakness of spirits, or timidity 
of temper, subjects them to impressions from others, 
and who are to suffer by fascination, and catch 
the contagion of misery, it is extremely unhappy to 
live within the compass of a screech-owl's voice ; 
for it will often fill thdr ears in the hour of dejec- 
tion, terrify them with apprehennons, which their 
own thoughts would never have produced, and sad- 
den, by intruded sorrows, the day which might have 
been passed in amusements or in business ; it will 
burthen the heart with unnecessary discontents, and 
weaken for a time thatjiove of life which is neces- 
sary to the vigorous prosecMtion of any undertaking. 

Though I have, like the rest of mankind, many 
failings and weaknesses, I 4iave not yet, by either 
friends or enemies, been chai^ged with superstition ; 
I never count the company which I enter, and I 
look at the new moon indifierently over either 
shoulder. I have, like most other philosophers, 
often beard the cudcoo without money in my pocket, 
and. have been sometimes reproached as fool-hardy 
for not turning down my eyes when a raven flew 
over my head. I never go home abruptly because 
a snake crosses my way, new have any particular 
dread of a dimacterical year; yet I confess that, 
with all my scorn of old women, and their tales, I 
consider it as an unhappy day when I happen to 
be greeted, in the morning, by Suspirius the 
screech-owl. 

I have now known Suspirius fifty-eight years and 
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four mdntbS) and have nerer yet passed an hoar 
with him in which he has not made some attadc 
upon my quiet. When we were first acquainted, 
his great topic was the misery of youth without 
ridies ; rad whenever we walked out togetho*, he 
solaced me with a long enuraen^on of pleasuresi 
which, as they were beyond the reach c^myfcr- 
tune» were without the verge ofmyderireSp and 
which I should never have considned as the ob- 
jects of a wisbt had not his unseasonable represen- 
tations placed them in my sight 

Another of his tc^os is the neglect of merit; 
with which he never fiiils to amuse every man 
whom he sees not eminently fortunate. If he meets 
with a young oflScer, he always informs him of gen* 
tlemen whose personal courage is unquestioned, 
and whose tnilitary skill qualifies them to command 
armies, that have^ notwithstanding all Ui^ merit, 
grown old with subaltern commissions. ' For a ge- 
nius in tte church, be is always provided with a 
curacy for life. The lawyer he informs of many 
men of great parts and deep study, who have never 
had an opportunity to speak in the courts : And 
meeting Serenus the physidan *^ Ah» doctor," says 
he, ** what a-foot still, wh^i so many bk>ckheafls 
''are rattling in their chariots? I told you seven 
** years ago that you would never meet with en- 
** couragement, and I hope you will now take more 
" notice, when I tell you that your Greek, and your 
*' diligence, and your honesty, will never enable 
" you to live like yonder apothecary, who pre- 
<* scribes to his own shop, and laughs at the phy- 
•• sician.*" 
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Suspirius has, in his time, intercepted fifteen au- 
thors in their wa^r to the stage ; persuaded nine and 
thirty merchants to retire from a prosperous trade 
tor fear of bankruptcy, broke off an hundred and 
thirteen matches by prognostications of unhapjn* 
ness, and enabled the small-pox to kill nineteen 
laclies, by perpetual alarm of the loss beauty. 

Whenever my evil stars bring us together, be 
never fails to represent to me the folly of my pur* 
suits, and informs me that we are much older than 
when we began our acquaintance, that the infirmi* 
ties of decrepitude are coming fest upon me, that 
whatever I now get, I shall enjoy but a little time, 
that fame is to a man tottering on the edge of the 
grave of very little importance, and that the time 
is at hand when I ought to look for no other plea- 
sures than a good dinner and an easy chair. 

Thus he goes on in his unharmonious strain, dis- 
playing present miseries, and foreboding more, <^* 
TtK^^c^ iu Barrif*^, cvcry Syllable is loaded with 
misfortune, and death is always brought nearer to 
the view. Yet, what' always raises my resentment 
and indignation, I do not perceive that his mourn- 
ful meditations have much effbct upon himself. He 
talks and has long talked of calamities, without dis- 
covering otherwise than by the tone of his voice, 
that he feels any of the evils which he bewails or 
threatens, but has the same hi^bit of uttering laraen* 
tations, as others of telling stories, and falls into 
expressions of condolence for past, or apprehension 
of future mischiefs, as all men studious of their ease 
have recourse to those subjects upon which they 
can most fluently or copiously discourse. 
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It is reported of the Syluaites, that they destroyed 
all their cocks, that they might dream out diQlr 
morning dreams without disturbance. Though I 
would not so far promote effeminacy as to {Mt)po0e 
the Sybarites for an example, yet since th^e is no 
man so corrupt or foolish, but something useful 
may be learned from him, I could wish that, in 
imitation of a people not often to be oopbd, some 
regulations might be made to exdude screech^ywla 
fr(»n all company, as the oiemiet cf mankind, and 
confine them to some proper receptacle, where tbey 
may mingle sighs at leisure, and thicken the gfoom 
of one another. 

'* Thou prophet of eril," says Homer's Agamem^ 
non, ** thou never foretellest me good, but the joy ot 
thy heart is to predict misfortunes." Whoever is ot 
the same temper, might there find the means <^ in- 
dulging his thoughts, and improving his vdn of de- 
nundation, and the fiock of 8creech'4>wb might hoot 
together without injury to the rest of the world. 

Yet, though^ I have so little kindness for this 
dark genntition, I am very* fiu* from intending to 
debar the soft and tender mind from the privil^ 
of complaining, when the sigh arises from the A^ 
sire not of giving pain, but of gaining ease. To 
hear complaints with patience, even when com- 
plaints are vain, is one pf the duties of friendship ; 
and though it must be allowed that he sufifers most 
like a hero that hides his grief in alence, 

Spem vultu wmtlat, premit aHum eorde doiorem. 

His outward smileB oonceal'd his iowsid smart.— —d&tosic. 

yet it cannot be denied, that he who oomphuns acts 
like a man, like a social being, who looks for help 
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fix>m his fellow-ereatnres. Pity is to many of the 
unhappy a souro&of oomfort in hopeless distresses^ 
as it contributes to recommend them to themselves^ 
by proving that they have not lost the regard of 
others ; and heaven seems to indicate the duty even 
of barren compassion, by inclining us to weep fotr 
evils which we cannot remedy. 



Na 60. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1750. 



Quid sit pulehrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 
Flenius et melius Chrysippo et Crantore dicit.^-^HOSi, 

Whose works the beautiftil and base contain^ 

Of vice and TUtue more instructive rules^ 

Than all the sober sages of the schools.-— f&ancis. 

All joy or sorrow for the happine^ or calami- 
ties of others is produced by an act of the imagi- 
nation, that realises the event however fictitious, ot 
approximates it however remote, by placing us, for 
a time, in the ccmdition of him whose fortune we 
contemplate ; so that we feel, while the deception 
lasts, whatever motions would be excited by the 
same good ot evil happening to ourselves. 

Our passions are therefore more strongly moved, 
in proportion as we can moie readily adopt the pains 
or pleasure pr^qposed to our minds, l^ recognising 
them as once our own, or ccmsidmng them as na- 
turally incident to our state of life. It is not easy 
for the most artful writer to give us an interest in 
happiness or misery, which we think ourselves 
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never likeljr to fed, and with which we have im^ 
yet been made aequiiDted. Histories of the do¥n%* 
M of kingdoms, and revolutions g( empires, are 
read with great tranquillity ; the imperial tr^^y 
pletaes common auditors only by its pomp of orna- 
ment, and grandeur of ideas ; and the man whose fa* 
culties have been engrossed by business, and whose 
heart never fluttered but at the rise or fall of the 
stocks, wonders how the attention can be seized 
or the affection agitated, by a tale of love. 

Those parallel circumstances and kindred images, 
to which we readily conform our minds, are, above 
all other writings, to be found in narratives of the 
lives of particular persons ; and therefore no species 
j of writing seems more worthy of cultivation than 
I biography, since none can be more delightiul or 
more useful, none can more certainly enchain the 
heart by irresistible interest, or more widely diffuse 
instruction to every diversity of condition. 

The goieral and rapid narratives of history, which 
involve a thousand fortunes in the business of a day, 
asid complicate innumerable incidents in one great 
transaction, afibrd few lessons applicable to private 
life, which derives its comforts and its wretched- 
ness from the right or wrong mapageipent of tbings» 
which nothing but their frequency makes consider- 
able, JParva ai nau fiwnt quotidie, says Pliny, and 
which can have no place in those relations which 
nev^ descend below the consultation o( senates, the 
niotiosis of armies, and Uie schemes of conspirators. 
I have often thought that there has rarely pass- 
ed a life <tf which a judioknis and faithful narrative 
would not be useful For, not only ^ery man has. 
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in the mighty mass of the workl> great^numbers in 
the same conditioii with himself, to wliom hb mis* 
takes and miscarriages, escapes and expedients^ 
would be of immediate and apparent use ; but tliere 
is such an uniformity in the state of man, consi- 
dered apart from adventitious and separable deeo* 
rations add disguises, that there is scarce any post 
siblity of good or ill, but is common to human IdmL i 
A great part of the time of those who are placed at 
the greatest distances by fortune, or by temper, 
must unavoidably pass in the same mapner ; and 
though, when the claims of nature are satisfied, m* 
price, and vanity, and accident, begin to produce 
discriminations and peculiarities, yet the eye is not 
very heedful or quick, which cannot discover the 
same causes still terminating their influoice in the 
same effects, though sometimes accelerated, some- 
times retarded, or perplexed by multiplied comlH- 
nations. We are all prompted by the same rao^ 
tives, all deceived by the same fallacies, all ani« 
mated by hope, obstructed by danger, entangled 
by desire, and seduced by pleasure. 

It is frequently objected to relations of particu* 
lar lives, that they are not distinguished by any 
striking or wonderful vicissitudes. The scb<^ 
who passed his life among his books, the merchant 
who conducted only his own affairs, the priest 
whose sphere of action was not extended beyond 
that of his duty, are considered as no proper i^ 
jects of puUic regard, however they mi^t have 
excelled in the several stations, whatever might 
have been their learning, integrity, and * piety. But 
this notion arises fh>m false measures of exedlence 
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and dignity, and mutt be eradicated bgr oomader* 
ing, that in the eateem of imeonmptod tmmm, ivhafe 
is of most use is of most value. 

It is, indeed, not iinproper to take honest ad- 
vantages of prejudice, and to gain i^tepitioB by a 
celebcated name ; but the business of the biogra- 
pher is often to pass slightly over those perform- 
ances and incidents, which produce vulgar great- 
ness, to lead the thoughts into domestic privacies, 
and display the minute details of daily life, where 
exterior appendages are cast aside, and mexk excel 
each other only by prudence and by virtue The 
account of Thuanus is, with great propriety, said 
by its author to have been written, that it might 
lay open to postmty the private and familiar cha- 
racter of that man, ctffu^ imgenium et candarem ex 
ipsius serais sunt oUm semper mtnaturt, whose 
candour and genius will to the end <tf time be by 
his writings preserved in admiration. 

There are many invisible circumstances which, 
whether we read as inquirers after natural or moral 
knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge out 
science, or increase our virtue, are more important 
than puUic occurrences. Thus Sallust, the great 
master of nature, has not forgot, in his account of 
Catiline, to remark that <' his walk was now qukk, 
and again slow," as an indication of a mind revolv- 
ing something with violent commotion. Thus the 
Htary of Melancthon affords a striking lecture on 
the value of time, by informing us, that when he 
made an appointment, he expected not only the 
hour, but the minute to be fixed, that the day 
might not run out in the idleness of suspense : and 
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all the plans and ikterprises of De Witt are now 
<tf less importance to the world, than that part of 
his personal character, which represents him as 
'^ careful of his health, and negligent of his life." 

But biography has often been allotted to writers 
who seem very little acquainted with the nature of. 
their task, or very negligent about the peiformanoe« 
They rarely afford any other account than might 
be collected from public papers^ but imagine them- 
selves writing a life when they exhibit a cbronolo* 
gical series of actions or prefermants ; and so little 
regard the mann^^ or behaviour of their heroes^ 
that more knowledge may be gained of a man's real 
character, by a short coni^rsation with one of his 
servants, than from a formal and studied narrative^ 
begun with his pedigree, and ended with hb funeraL 
If now and then they condescend to inform the 
world of particular &cts, they are not always so 
happy as to select the most important I know not 
well what advantage posterity can receive from the 
only circumstance by which Tickell has distinguish-- 
ed Addison from the rest of mankind, *' the irr^u- 
larity of his pulse :" nor can I think myself over- 
paid for the time spent in reading the life of Mal- 
herb, by being -enabled to relate after the learned 
biographer, that Malherb had two predominant opi- 
nions ; one, that the looseness of a single woman 
might destroy all her boast of ancient descent ; the 
other, that the French beggars made use very im- 
properly and barbarously of the phrase *^ noble Gen- 
tleman," because either word induded the sense of 
both. 
There are, indeed, some natural reasons why 

VOL. IV. 2 c 
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these mmtives are often written by sneh as were 
not likdj to give much instruction or deiigbt, and 
why most accounts of particular persons are bar^ 
ren and usefess. If a life be ddayed till interest 
and envy are at an endf we may hope for impar- 
tiality, but must eiq>eet little intdligenoe; for the 
incidents which give excellence to biogra[diy are 
of a vcJatile and evanescent kind» soc^ as soon 
escape the memory^ «id are rardy transmitted by 
tradition. We know how fow can pourbay a Uv« 
ing acquaintance^ except fay his most prominoit 
and observaUe particularities^ and the grosser &a* 
tures of his mind ; and it may be easii^ im^ined 
how much of this little knowkd^ may be lost in 
imparting it, and how soon a sucoesoon of copies 
will lose all resemblance of the original 

If the biographer writes from pacsonal know- 
ledge and makes haste to gratify the public cu- 
riosity, there is danger least^his interest, his fear, 
his gratitude, or his tenderness, overpower bis fide^ 
lity, and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. 
There are many who think it an act of pety to 
bide the faults <Nr feilinga of tteir fiioids, even 
when they can no longer suffer by their detection ; 
we therefore see whole ranks of diaracters adorned 
with unifcnrm panegyric, and not to be known 
from one another, but fay extrinsic and casual 
circumstances. '' Let me remember,'' says Hale, 
^ when I find myself indined to pity a criminal, 
'' that there is likewise a pity due to the country." 
If we owe regard to the memory of the dead, their 
is yet more respect to be paid to knowledge^ to 
virtue^ and to truth. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Na 61. xan kahbleb. 98t 

No. 61. TUESDAY, OCTOfifiR 16, 175a 



JMius honor juvat, et mendax infatma tt rr ei 
Qimn win memdimim et mendacan ?-—^Boa. 

False praise can chalrin> unreal shame control— 
Whom but a vidoQi or a akkly soul ?— *-*Fit4irci9i 

To Af RAMBLE 

It id extremely vexatious to a mati of eager and 
thirsty curiosity to be placed at a great distance 
firom the fountain of intelligence, and not only, 
never to reodve the current of report till it haa 
satiated the greatest part of the nation, but at last 
to find it mudded in its course, and corrupted with 
taints or mixtures from every channel through 
which it flowed. 

One of the chief pleasures erf" my life is to hear 
what passes in the world, to know what are the 
schemes of the politiCf the aims of the busy, and 
the hopes of the ambitious t what changes of pub« 
lie measures are appmaching ; who is likely to be 
crushed in the collision of parties ; who is climbing 
to the top of power, and who is tottering on the 
precipice of disgrace. But as it is veiy^ common 
for us to desire most what we are least qualified 
to obtain, I have Suifered this appetite of news to 
outgrow all the gratifications which my present 
situation can afford it ; for being placed in a re- 
mote country, I am condemned always to con- 
found the future with the past, to form prognos- 
tications of events no longer doubtful^ md to con* 
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sider the expediency of schemes dready execated 
or defeated. I am perplexed with a perpetual de- 
ception in' my prospects^ like a num pointing his 
telescope at a remote star, which before the light 
(reaches his eye has forsaken the place from which 
vit was emitted. 

The mortification of being thus always behind 
the active world in my reflecti(Mis and discoveries, 
is exceedingly aggravated by the petulance of those 
whose health, or business, or pleasure, brings them 
hither from London. For, without considering the 
insuperable disadvantages of my condition, and the 
unavoidable ignorance which absence ,must pro- 
duce, they often treat me with the utmost super- 
ciliousness of conteippt, for not knowing what no 
human sagacity can discover ; and sometimes seem 
to consider me as a wretch scarcely wwthy of hu- 
man * converse, when I happen to talk of the for- 
tune of a bankrupt, or propose the healths of the 
dead, when I warii them of mischieft already in- 
curred, or wish for measures that have been lately- 
taken. They seem to attribute to the superiority 
of their intellects what they only owe to the aed- 
dent of their condition, and think themselves in- 
disputably entitled to airs of insolence and au- 
thority, when they find another ignorant of facts, 
which, because they echoed in the streets oi Lon- 
don, they suppose equally public in all other 
places, and known where they could neither be 
seen, related, nor conjectured. 

To this haughtiness they are indeed too much 
encouraged by the respect which they receive 
amongst us, for no other reason than that they 
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come from London. For no aooner is the arriyal 
of one of these disseminators of knowledge known 
in the country, than we orowd about him ftom 
every quarter, and by innumerable inquiries flat- 
ter him into an opinion of his own importance. 
He sees himself surrounded by multitudes, who 
propose their doubts, and refer their controvei^ 
sies, to him, as to a being descended from som6 
nobler region, and he grows on a sudden oraculous 
and in&llible, solves all difficulties, aqd sets all ob- 
jections at defiance. 

There is, in my opinkM), great reason for sus- 
pecting, that they sometimes take advantage of this 
reverential modesty, and impose upon rustic un- 
derstandings, with a false show of universal intelli- 
gence ; for I do not find that they are willing to own 
themselves ignc»rant of any thing, or that they dis- 
miss any inquirer with a positive and decisive an- 
swer. The court, the city, the park, and exchange 
are to those men of unbounded observation equally 
familiar, and they are alike ready to tell the hour at 
which stocks will rise, or the ministry be changed 

A short residence at London entitles a man to 
knowledge, to wit, to politeness, and to a despotic 
and dictatorial power of prescribing to the rude 
multitude, whom he condescends to honour with a 
biennial visit ; yet, I know not well upon what mo^ 
tives, I have lately found myself inclined to cavil 
«t this prescription, and to doubt whether it be not, 
on some occasions, proper to withhold our venera- 
tion, till we are more authentically convinced of 
the merits of the claimant. 

It is well remembered here, that, about seven 



Digitize.d by 



Google 



S§0 tflBBAMBLEB. Vio.6l. 

years ago, one Ttciit, a UMboff witbhaikknr, 
tematkable for rtealing egg^ aad sucking tfaeoit 
was taken from tlie sdicpol in thb parish, and aent 
up to LfOndon to study llie law. As be had given 
amongst us no prods, of a genius des^^i^ by na* 
ture for extraordinaiy performances, be was, from 
the time of his departure, totally forgotten, nor 
Was there any talk of his Tioes or Tirtoes, his good 
or his in fortune, -tfll last summer a report burst 
upon us, that Mr. Frolic was oome down in the 
first post^aise which this village had aeen, hav- 
ing travelled with such rapidity that one c^ his 
postillimis had broke his leg, and mother narrowly' 
esciiped sufibcation in a quidusnd; but that Mr, 
Frolic seemed totally unconcerned, for such tbmgs 
were never heeded at London. 

Mr. Frolic next day appeared among the gen- 
tlemen at thehr weekly meeting on the bowling- 
green^ and now were seen the effects of a London 
education. His dress, his kinguage, his idea% were 
all new, and be did not much endeavour to con* 
ceal his contempt of every thing that differed from 
the opinions, qr practice, of the modbh world. He 
showed us the deformity of our skirts and sleeves, 
informed us where hats of the proper size were to 
be sold, and recommended to us the reformation 
of a thousand absurdities in our clothes, our cook* 
ery, and conversation^ When any of his phrases 
Were unintelligible, he could not suppress the joy 
of confessed superiority, but frequently delayed the 
explanation, that he might enjoy his triumph over 
Ourbarbarity. 

When be is pleased to entertain us with a stoty. 
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he takes cire to crowd into it iuaie« of streets, 
equaresy and buikUngs, with which he knows we 
are unacquainted. The favourite topics of Us 
diaoourse are the pranks of dmnkards, and the 
tricks put upon country gentlemen by porters and 
link-boys. When he is with ladies, he tells them 
of the innumerable pleasures to which he can ii^ 
tnxiuce them ; but never fails to hint how mudi 
they* will be deficient,, at their first arrival, in the 
knowledge of the town. What it is '^ toknow the 
town,"* he iu» not indeed hitherto infwmed us, 
though there is no phme so firequent in his mouthy 
nor any science which be appears to think of so 
great a value, or so difficult attainment 

But my cariosity has been most engaged by the 
redtal of his own adventures and achievements. 
1 have heard of tiie onion of vwious character in 
single persons, but never met with such a constel* 
lation of great qudities as this man's narrative 
aflPords. Whatever has distinguished the hero; 
wluitever has devated the wit ; whatever has en* 
deared the lover, are all concentrated in Mr. FrOi- 
liCf whose life has, fi>r seven years, been a regu- 
lar interchange of intrigues, dangers, and wagge- 
ries, and who has distinguished himself in every 
character that can be feared, envied, or admired. 

I question wheAer all the officers of the royal 
navy can bring together, from dl their journals, a 
eoUection of so many wonderful escapes as this 
man has known upon the Thames, on which he 
has been a thousand and a thousand times on the 
point of perishing^ sometimes by the terrors of 
foolkh women in the same boa^ sometimes by his 
own acknowledged impmdenee in passing the river 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



89f THE RAMBLER. Ka 6l. 

in the dark, and sometinnes by shooting the bhdge, 
under which he has rencountered mountainous 
waves, and dreadful cataracts. 

Nor less has been bis temerity by land, nor fewer 
his hazards. He has reeled with giddiness on the 
top of the Monument ; he has crossed the street 
amidst the rush of coaches ; he has been surrounded 
by robbers without number ; he has headed parties 
at the playhouse.; he has pealed the windows of 
every toast, of whatever condition ; he has been 
hunted for whole winters by his rivab ; be has slept 
upon bulks, he has cut chairs, he has tnUced coacb- 
men ; be has rescued his friends from the hailiflb^ 
has knocked down the constable, has bullied the jus- 
tice, and performed many other exploits, that have 
filled the town with wonder and with merriment 

But yet greater is the fiime of his understanding 
than his bravery ; for he informs us that he is, at 
London, the established arbitrator of all pmnts of 
hcNiour, and the decisive judge of all performances 
of genius ; that no musical performer is in reputa- 
tion till^he opinion of Frolic has ratified his pre- 
tensions; that the theatres suspend their sentence 
till he begins the clap or hiss, in which all are proud 
to concur ; that no public entertainment has failed 
or succeeded, but because he opposed or favoured 
it; that all controversies at the gaming-table are 
referred to his determination; that he adjusts the 
ceremonial at every assembly, and prescribes every 
fashion of pleasure or of dress. 

With every man whose name occurs in the papers 
of the day, be is intimately acquainted; and there 
are very few posts, either in the state or army» of 
which he has not more or less influenced the du^ 
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posal. He has been very frequently consulted both 
upon war and peace ; but the time is not yet come 
when the nation shall know how much it is indebt- 
ed to the genius of Frolic. 

Yet, notwithstanding all these declarations, I 
cannot hitherto persuade myself to see that Mr 
Frolic has more wit, or knowledge, or courage, 
than the rest of mankind, or that any uncommon 
enlargement of his faculties has happened in the 
time of his absence. For when he talks on sub- 
jects known to the rest of the company, he has no 
advantage over us, but by catches of interruption, 
I^skness of interrogation^ and pertness of con- 
tempt ; and therefore if he has stunned the world 
with his name, and gained a place in the first ranks 
of humanity, I cannot but conclude, that either a 
little understanding confers eminence in London, 
or that Mr Frolic thinks us unworthy of the ex- 
ertion of his powers, or that his faculties are be- 
numbed by rural stupidity, as the magnetic needle 
loses its animation in the polar climes. 

I would not, however, like many hasty philoso- 
phers, search after the cause till I am certain of the 
effect ; and therefore I desire to be informed, whe- 
ther you have yet heard the great name of Mr 
Frolic. If be is celebrated by other tongues than 
his own, I shall willingly propagate his praise ; but 
if he has swelled among us with empty boasts, and 
honours conferred only by himself, I shall treat him 
tvith rustic sincerity, and drive him as an impostor 
from this part of the kingdom to some region of 
more credulity. I am^ &c. 

KURICOLA. 
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Nunc ego TriptoUmi aiperem amscendere cumu, 

Misit in ignotam qui rude semen humum : 
Nunc ego Medew veBemfrcenare dracones, 

Q^ioiMuiSfigient mrva, Ccrinihe^ imm ; 
Nunc egojactandas optartm tumere pemuu, 

Sitfe tuas, Perseu ; DtedaU, sive <i«a#.— otid. 

Now would I moaiit hk car^ whose bovnteoas hand 
Fint •ow'd with teeming leed the Ainow'd knd : 
Now to Medea's dragon's fix my reinsi, 
t That swiftly bore her from Corinthian plains : 
Now on Dedalian waxen pinions stray. 
Or tboae which wafted Penous on hia way.^— f* lswu. 

To the RAMBLER. 

I AM a young woman of very large fortune, which 
if my parents would have been persuaded to com* 
ply with the rules and customs of the polite part 
of mankind, might long since have raised me to 
the highest honours of the female world ; but so 
strangely have they hitherto contrived to waste my 
life, that I am now on the borders of twenty, with- 
out having ever danced but at our monthly assem* 
bly, or b^n toasted but among a few gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, or seen in any company in 
which it was worth a wish to be dbtinguished. 

My father having impaired his patrimony in so- 
liciting a place at court, at last grew wise enough 
to cease his pursuit ; and to repair the consequences 
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of expensive attetidanoe and negligence of h» 
affidrs, married a lady much ddertfaan himaelf^ 
who had lived in the fashionable worid till she 
was considered as an imcumbrance upon parties of 
(Measure, and as I can cdlect from incidental in* 
formations^ retired from gay assemblies just time 
^K>ugh to escape the mortification o( universd 
neglect 

She was^ however^ still rich, and not yet wrin*>. 
kled ; my father was too distressfully embarrassed 
to think much on any thing but the means of ex- 
trication, and though it is not likely that he wanted 
the delicacy which polite conversation will always 
produce in understandings not remarkably defec- 
tive, yet he was contented with a match, by which 
he might be set free from inconveniendes, that 
would have destroyed all the pleasures of iniiagi- 
nation, and taken from softness and beauty the 
power of delighting. 

As they were both somewhat disgusted with 
their treatment in the world, and married, though 
without any dislike of each otha*, yet principally 
for the sake of setting themselves free from de- 
pendence on caprice or fashion, they soon retired 
into the country, and devoted their lives to rural 
business and diversions. 

They had not much reason to regret the change 
of their situation ; for their vanity, which had so 
long been tormented by neglect and dissapoint- 
ment, was here gratified with every honour that 
could be paid them. Their long familiarity with 
puplic life made them the oracles of all those 
who aspured to intelligence^ or politeness. My 
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father dictated politics, my motb^ prescribed the 
mode, and it was safficient to entitle any family to 
some consideration, that they were known to visit 
at Mrs Courtly's. 

In this state they were, to speak in the style of 
novelists^ made happy by the birth of your cor- 
respondent My parents had no other child, I was 
therefore not brow-beaten by a saucy brother, or 
lost in a multitude of co-heiresses, whose fortunes 
being equal, would probably have conferred equal 
merit, and procured equal regard ; and as my mo- 
ther was now old, my understanding and my per- 
son had fair play, my inquiries Were not checked, my 
advances towards importance were not repressed, 
and I was soon suffered to tell my own opinionsj, 
and early accustomed to hear my own praises. 

By these accidental advantages I was much ex- 
alted above the young ladies with whom I con- 
versed, and was treated by them with great de- 
ference. I saw none who did not seem to confess 
my superiority, and to be held in awe by the 
splendour of my appearance ; for the fondness of 
my father made him pleased to see me dressed, and 
my mother had no vanity nor expences to hinder 
her from concurring with his inclination. 

Thus, Mr Rambler, I lived without much de- 
sire after any thing beyond the circle of our visits; 
and here I should have quietly continued to por- 
tion out my time among my books, and my needle, 
and my company, had not my curiosity been every 
moment excited by the conversation of my parents, 
who, whenever they sit down to familiar prattle 
and endeavour the entertainment of each other. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



No. 6S. THE EAMBLER. 897 

immediately transport themselves to London, and 
relate some adventure in a hackney-coach, some 
frolic at a masquerade, some conversation in the 
Park, or some quarrel at an assembly, display the 
magnificence of a birth-night, relate the conquests 
of maids of honour, or give a history of diversions, 
shows and entertainments, which I had nev^ 
known but from their accounts. 

I am so well versed in the history of the gi^ 
world, that I can relate, with great punctuality, 
the lives of all the last race of wits and beauties ; 
can enumerate, with exact chronology, the whole 
succession of celebrated singers, musicians, trage* 
dians, comedians, and harlequins; can tell to the 
last twenty years all the changes of fashions ; and 
am, indeed, a complete antiquary with respect to 
head-dresses, dances, and operas. 

You will easily imagine, Mr. Rambler, that I 
could not hear these narratives, for sixteen years 
together, without suffering some impression, and 
wishing myself nearer to those places where every 
hour brings some new pleasure, and life is diver- 
sified with an unexhausted succession of felicity. 

I indeed often asked my mother why she left a 
place which she recollected with so much delight, 
and why she did not visit London once a-year, like 
some other ladies, and initiate me in the world by 
showing me its amusements, its grandeur, and its 
variety. But she always told me that the days 
which she had seen were such as will never come 
again ; that all diversion is now degenerated, that 
the conversation of the present age is insipid, that 
their fashions are unbecoming, thell: customs ab- 
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tur^, and their monk oorropfc ; that time u no 
ny left of the genius which eolight^ied the tiaies 
that abe remembers ; that no one who had aees^ or 
heard» the ancient performers, would be aUe to 
bear the bunglers of this de^ioaUe age ; and that 
there is now neither poUteness^ nor pleasure, nor 
virtue, in the world. She tboefore assures me 
that she consults my happiness by keeping me at 
home, for I should now find nothing but vexation 
and disgust, and she should be asluuned to see me 
pleased with such fopperies and trifles, as take up 
the thoughts of the present set of young people. 

With this answer I was kept quiet for several 
years, and thought it no great inoonvenknoe to 
be confined to the country, till last summtt a 
young gentleman and his sbter CMne down to pass 
a few months with one of our neighbours. They 
had generally no great r^;ard for the country 
ladies, but distinguished me by a particular com* 
plaisanee, and, as we grew intimate, gave me audi 
a detail of the degance, the sploidour, the mirth, 
the happiness of the town, that I am resdved to 
be no longer hurried in ^^norance and obscurity, 
but to share with other wits the joy of bdng ad« 
mired, and divide with other beauties the empire 
of the world. 

I do not find, Mr BamUer, upon a deliberate 
and impartial comparison, that I am exceUed by 
Belinda in, beauty, in wit, in judgment, in know- 
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of gay, lively 
fiuniliarity, by which she mingles with strangers 
as with persons long acquainted, and which enaUes 
her to display her powers without any obstruction. 
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hesitation^ or confusion. Yet she can relate a 
thousand dvilities paid to her in public* can pro- 
duce, from a hundred lovers, letters filled with 
praises, protestations, ecstacies, and despair; has 
been handed by dukes to her chair ; has been the 
occasion of innumerable quarrels ; has paid twenty 
visits in an afternoon ; been invited to six balls in 
an evening, and been forced to retire to lodgii^ 
in the country fh>m the importunity (^ court^ip, 
and the &tigue of pleasure. 

I tell you Mr Rambler, I will st^y here no 
longer. I have at last prevailed upon my mother 
to send me to town, and shall set out in three 
weeks on the grand expedition. * I intend to live 
in public^ and to crowd into the winter every 
pleasure which money can purchase, and every 
honour which beauty can obtain. 

But this tedious interval how shall I endure? 
Cannot you alleviate the misery of delay by some 
pleasing description of the entertainments of the 
town ? I can read, I can talk, I can think of no- 
thing else : and if you will not sooth my impa- 
tience, heighten my ideas, and animate my hopes, 
you may vmte for those who have more leisure, 
but are not to expect any longer the honour of 
being read by those eyes which are now intent 
only on conquest and destruction. 

Rhodoclia. 
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Hahebat sape ducenios, 
• Sttpe decern servos ; modo rtges mtque iHrarckas, 
Omnia magna loquens : modo, sit mihi mema tripes, et 
Concha salts pari, et toga, quw defendere frigus, 
Qftamvis crassa, queat, hoe. 

Now with two hundred slaves he crowds his tnin ; 

Now walks with ten. In high and hanghty strnn 

At inorn> of kings and governors he prates; 

At night,—" A frugal table, O ye fates, 

*' A little shell the sacred salt to hold, 

" And clothes, tho' coarse, to keep mo fiuni thecokL"— -— fkancu^ 

It has been remarked^ perhaps, by every writer 
who has left behind him observations upon life, 
that no man is pleased with his present state ; 
which proves equally unsatis&ctory, says Horace, 
whether fallen upon by chance^ or chosen with 
deliberation ; we are always disgusted with some 
circumstance or other of our situation, and ima- 
gine the condition of others more abundant in 
blessings, or exposed less to calamities. 

This universal discontent has been generally 
mentioned with great severity of censure, as un- 
reasonable in itself, since of two, equally envious 
of each other, both cannot have the larger share 
of happiness, and as tending to darken life with 
unnecessary gloom, by witlfdrawing our minds 
from the contemplation and enjoyment of that 
happiness which our state affords us, and fixing 
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our attetitioD upon foreign objects, which we only 
behold to depress oarselves, and increase our mi* 
sery by injurious comparisons. 

When this opinion of the felicity of others prev- 
dominates ia the heart, so as to excite resolutions 
of obteining^ at whatever price, the condition to ' 
which siMh transcendent privil^es are supposed 
to be annexed; when it bursts into action, and 
produces fraud, violence, and injustice, i|; is to be 
pursued with all the rigour of legal punishments*. 
But while operating only upon the thoughts it 
disturbs iK>ne but him who has happened to ad** 
mit it, and, however it may intemipt contenty 
mskeu no attack on piety or virtue, I cannot think 
it so far criminal or ridiculous, but that it may de* 
serve some pity, and admit some excuse 

That all are equaUy happy, or miserable, I sup* 
pose none is sufficiently enthustastical to main* 
tain ; because though we cannot judge of the con- 
dition of others, yet every man has found frequent 
vicissitudes in his own state, and must there- 
fore be convinced that life is susceptible of more 
or less felicity. What then shall forlnd us to en* 
deavour the alteration of that which is capable of 
being improved^ and to grasp at augmentations of 
good, when we know it possible to be increased, 
and believe that any particular change of situation 
will increase it? 

If he that finds himself uneasy may vTeasonably 
make e£Ports to ride himself from vexation, all man* 
kind have a suffident plea for some degree of rest- 
lessness, and the fi^ult seems to be little more thaR 
too much temerity of conclusioo, in fiivour of 

VOL IV. . S D 
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something not yet experienood, and too modi readi- 
ness to belieye^ that the misery whidi oar own 
passions and appetites prodaoe, is brought upon 
us by accidental causes, and external effidents. 

It is, indeed, frequently discovered by us, that 
we complained too hastily of peculiar hardships, 
and imagined ourselves distinguished by emluur- 
lassments, in which other classes of men are equally 
entangled. We often change a lighter fx a greater 
evil, and wish ourselves restored again to the state 
fit)m which we thought it desirable to be delivered. 
But this knowledge, though it is easily gained by 
the trial, is not always attainable any other way; 
and that error cannot justly be reproached, which 
reason could not obviate, and prudence avoid. 

To take a view at mice distinct and comprebeiw 
sive of human life, with all its intricades c^ com* 
biiiation^ and varieties of connection, is beyond the 
power <^ mortal intelligences. Of the state with 
which practice has not acquainted us we snatch a 
^impse, we discern a poin^ and regulate the rest 
by passion, and by fancy. In this inquiry every 
&vourite prejudice, every innate desir^ is busy to 
decdve us. We are unhappy, at least less haf^y 
than our nature seems to admit ; we necessarily 
desire the melioration of our lot ; what we desire 
we very reasonably seek, and what we seek we are 
naturally eager to believe that we have found. Our 
confidence is often disappointed, but our reason is 
not convinced, and there is no man who does not 
hope for something which he has not, though per- 
iiaps his^ wishes lie unactive, because he foresees 
the difficulty of attainment. As among the nu- 
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merous students of Hermetic philosophy, not one 
appears to have desisted from the task: of transmu- 
tation, from conviction of its impossibility, but 
from weariness of toil, or impatience of delay, a 
broken body, or exhausted fortune. 

Irresolution and mutability are often ttie faults 
of men, whose views are wide, and whose imagi- 
nation is vigorous and excursive, because they 
cannot confine their thoughts within their own 
boundaries of action, but are continually ranging 
over all the scenes of human existance, and con- 
sequentiy are oflen apt to conceive that they fall 
upon new regions of pleasure, and start new 
possibilities of happiness. Thus they are busied 
with a perpetual succession of schemes, and pass 
their lives in alternate elation and sorrow, for want 
of that calm and immovable acquiescence in their 
condition, by which men of slower understandings 
are fixed for ever to a certain point, or led on in 
the plain beaten track, which their fathers and 
grandsires have trod before them. 

Of two conditions of life equally inviting to the 
prospect, that will always have the disadvantage 
which we have already tried; because the evils 
which we have felt we cannot extenuate; and 
though we have perhaps from nature, the power 
as well of aggravating the calamity which we fear, 
as of heightening the blessing we expect, yet iti 
those meditations which we indulge by choice, 
and which are not forced upon the mind by ne- 
cessity, we have always the art of fixing our regard 
upon the more pleasing images, atid suffer hope to 
dispose the lights by which we look upon futurity. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



404 THX lAMBLBB. Mb. BS. 

The good and ill of difierent modes <tf life Ht 
sometimes so equdlf opposed, that perhaps no man 
ever yet made his choice between them upon a fidl 
conviction, and adequate knowledge; and there^ 
fore fluctuation of will is not more wonderful, when 
they are proposed to the Section, than osdUaAaons 
of a beam charged with equal weights. The mind 
no sooner imagines itself determined by some pre- 
valent advantage, than some convenience of equal 
weight is discovered on the other nde^ smd the rei^ 
solutions which are suggested by the nicest ex- 
amination, are often repented as soon as they ars 
taken. 

Eumenes, a young man of great abilities, hike- 
rited a large estate from a fieither, long eminent ia 
conspicuous employments. His fattier, harassed 
with competitions, and perplexed with nraltiplidty 
of business, recommended the quiet of a private 
station with so much force, that Eumenes ftor some 
years resisted every motion of ambitious wishes ; 
but being once provoked by the sight of oppress 
sion, which he could not redress^ he began to 
think it the duty of an honest man to enable him- 
self to protect others, and gradually felt a deure 
of greatness, exdted by a thousand projects of ad- 
vantage to his country. His fortune pkoed Urn 
in the senate, his knowledge and eloquence ad- 
vanced him at court, and be possess^ that au- 
thority and influence which he had rescued to 
exert for the happiness of mankind. 

He now became acquainted with greatness, and 
was in a short time convinced, that in proportion 
as the power of doing well is enlarged, the temp* 
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tations to do ill are multiplied and enforced. He 
felt himself every moment in danger of being 
either seduced or driven from his honest purposes. 
Sometimes a friend was to be gratified, and some- 
times a rivd to be crushed, by means which his 
conscience could not approve. Sometimes he was 
forced to comply with the prqudices 6f the pub- 
lic, and sometimes with the schemes of the mi- 
mstry, I{e was by degrees we^ed with perpetual 
slani^es to unite policy and virtue, and went back 
to retirement as the shelter of innocence, per- 
suaded that he could only hope to benefit pian- 
kind by a blameless example of private virtue. 
Here he ap^nt some yeirs in tranquillity and be^ 
n^cenoe; but finding that corruption increased, 
aiid false opinions in government prevailed, he 
thought himself again summoned to posts of pub- 
lic trust, firom which new evidence of his own 
weakness a^in determined him to retire. 

Thus men may be made inconstant by virtue 
and by vice, by too much or too little thought ;' 
yet inconstancy, however dignified by its motives, 
is always to be avoided, because life allows us but 
a small time fcN* inquiry' and experiment, and he 
that steadily endeavours at excellence, in what- 
ever employment;, will more benefit mankind than 
he that hesitates in chusing his part till he is 
called to the performance. The traveller that re- 
solutdy follows a rough and winding path, will 
sooner reach the end of his journey, than he that 
is always chaining his direction, and wastes the 
hours of day-light in looking for smooths ground^ 
and shor^ passages. 
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Idem veUe,et idem noUe, ea demumjirma amicitia est. aALLCST. 

To Ibe in MaMbap ii to have the ame deniw and the Mme svei- 

sions. 

When Socrates was building himself a iiouse at 
Athens, being asked by one that observed the 
littleness of the design, why a man so emineiit 
would not have an abode more suitable to bis dig- 
nity ? he replied, that he should think himself su A 
ficiently accommodated, if he could see that nar- 
row habitation filled with real friends. Such was 
the opinion of this great master of human liie^ 
concerning the infrequency of such an union of 
minds as might deserve the name of friendship, 
that among the multitudes whom vanity or curi- 
osity, civility or veneration, crowded about biro, 
he did not expect, that very spacious apartments 
would be necessary to contain all that should re- 
gard him with sincere kindness, or adhere to him 
with steady fidelity. 

So many qualities are indeed requisite to the 
possibility of friendship, and so many accidents 
must concur to its rise and continuance, that the 
greatest part of mankind content themselves with- 
out it, and supply its place as they can, with in- 
terest and dependance. 

Multitudes are unqualified for a constant and 
warm reciprocation of benevolence, as they are 
incapacitated for any other elevated excelleDce» 
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by perpetual attention to their interest, and unre- 
sisting subjection to their passions. Long habits 
may superinduce inability to deny any desire, or 
r^ress, by superior motives, the importunities of 
any immediate gratification, and an inveterate sel- 
fishness will imagine all advantages diminished in 
proportion as they are communicated. 

But not only this hateful and confirmed corrup- 
tion, but many varieties of disposition, not incon* 
sistent with common degrees of virtue, may ex- 
clude friendship from the heart. Some ardent 
enough in their benevolence, and defective nei- 
ther in officiousness nor liberality, are mutable and 
uncertain, soon attracted by new objects, disgusted 
without offence, and alienated without enmity. 
Others are soft and flexible, easily influenced hj 
reports or whispers, ready to catch alarms from' 
every dubious circumstance, and to listen to every 
suspicion which envy and flattery shall suggest, to 
follow the opinion of every confident adviser, and 
move by the impulse of the last breath. Some 
are impatient of contradiction, more willing to go 
wrong by their own judgment, than to be indebted 
for a better or a safer way to the sagacity of ano- 
ther, inclined to consider counsel as insult, and 
inquiry as want of confidence, and to confer their 
regard on np other terms than unreserved sub- 
mission, and implicit compliance. Some are dark 
and involved, equally careful to conceal good and 
bad purposes ; and pleased with produdng effects 
by invisible means, and shewing their design only 
in its execution. Others are universally commu- 
nicative, alike open to every eye, and equally pro- 
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tarn at thejr own secrets end tboK of otlMan, wi^ 
fMA ike necesMry Tigilanee of eeulioii, or the 
honest arts of prudent integrity, reedy to aoouse 
without Qiaiice, and to betray without treacbery* 
Any of these may be useful to the coiDfluinilT; 
and pass through the world with the reputatioD 
of good purposes and uncorrupted morak, but 
they are unfit for dose and tender iotiiiiades. 
He cannot properly be chosen for a Mtodt whose 
kindness is exhaled l^ its own warmth* or firoeea 
b}^ the first blast of slander ; he cannot be a use^ 
fill counsellor who will hear no opinion but his 
own ; he will not much invite oonfidenoe whose 
principle maxim is to suspect; nor oan the can* 
dour and frankness of that man be mudi esteemed 
who spreads his arms to humankind, and makes 
every man, without distinction^ a deniam ci his 
bosom. 

That friendship may be at once fond and last* 
ing, there must not only bef equal virtue on each 
part, but virtue .of the same kind ; not only the 
tame end must be proposed, but the same means 
must be approved by both. We are oflen, by su- 
perficial accomplishments and accidental endear- 
ments, induced to love those whom we cannot 
esteem ; we are sometimes, by great abilities, and 
ihoontestable evidences of virtue, compelled to 
esteem those whom we cannot love. But friend* 
ship, compounded of esteem and love, derives 
from one its tenderness, and its permanence fitom 
the other; and therefore requires not only that 
its candidates should gain the judgmentp but that 
thejr ahoutd attract the aflfoctions ; that they should 
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not only he firm in the day of diBtrais, but gay in 
the hour of jollity ; not only useful in exigeujcies, 
but pleasing in &a)iliar life ; their presence should 
give cheerfulness as well as courage, and dispel 
alike the glocmi of fear and of melancholy. 

To this mutual oomplaoency is generally requi- 
site an uniformity of opinions, at least of those 
active and conspicuous principles which discrimi- 
nate parties in goremment, and sects in religic»i, 
and which every day operate move or less on the 
ooounon business of life. For though great ten- 
derness has, perhaps, been sometimes known to 
continue betwten men eminent in contrary fac- 
tions; yet such fi-iends are to be shewn rather as 
prodigies than examples, and it is no more proper 
to r^ulate our conduct by such instances, than 
to leap a precipice, because some have fallen fit>m 
it and esceq>ed with life. 

It cannot but be extremely difficult to preserve 
private khidness in the midst of public opposition, 
in which will necessarily be involved a thousand 
incidents, extending their influence to conversa- 
* tion and privacy. Men engaged, l^ moral or re- 
ligious motives, in contrary parties, will generaUy 
look with different eyes upon every man, and de- 
dde almost every question upon different princi- 
ples. When such occasions of dispute happen, to 
comply is to betray our cause, and to maintain 
friendship by ceasing to deserve it ; to be silent is 
to lose the happiness and dignity of independence^ 
to live in perpetual constraint, and to desert, if 
not to betray : and who shall determine which of 
two firiends shall yield, where neither believes 
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himself mistaken, and both confessed the impwtaoace 
of the question ? What then remains but oontia- 
diction and debate ? and from those what can be 
expected but acrimony and vehemoice, the inso^ 
lence of triumph, the vexation of defeat* and, in 
time, a weariness of contest, and an extinction of 
benevolence? Exchange of aidearmeDts and in- 
tercourse of civility may continue, indeed, as 
boughs may for a while be verdant, when the root 
is wounded ; but the poison of discord is infused, 
and though the countenance may preserve its smiley 
the heart is hardening and contracting. 

That man will not be long agreeable, whom we 
see only in times of seriousness and severity ; and 
therefore to maintain the sofhiess and seremty of 
benevolence, it is necessary that friends partake 
each other's pleasures as well as cares, and be led 
to the same diversions by similitude of taste. This 
is, however, not to be considered as equally indis- 
pensable with conformity of principles, because 
any man may honestly, according to the preo^ts 
of Horace, resign the gratifications of taste to the 
humour of another, and friendship may wdl de- 
serve the sacrifice of pleasure, though not of con- 
sdence. 

It was once confessed to me, by a painter, that 
no professor of his art ever loved another. This 
declaration is so far justified by the knowledge of 
life^ as to damp the hopes of warm and constant 
fnmdship, between men whom their studies have 
made competitors, and whom every fiivourer and 
every censurer are hourly inciting against each 
other. The utmost expectation that experience 
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can warrant, is, that they should forbear open hos- 
tilities and secret machinations, and when the 
whole fraternity is attacked, be able to unite 
against a common foe. Some, however, though 
few, may perhaps be found, in whom emulation 
has not been able to overpower generosity, who 
are distinguished from lower beings by nobler mo- 
tives than the love of fame, and can preserve the 
sacred flame of friendship from the gusts of pride, 
and the rubbish of interest 

Friendship is seldom lasting but between equals, 
or where the superiority on one side is reduced 
by some equivalent advantage on the other. Be- 
nefits which cannot be repaid, and obligations 
which cannot be discharged, are not commonly 
found to increase affection ; they excite gratitude 
indeed, and heighten veneration; but commonly 
take away that easy freedom and familiarity of 
intercourse, without which, though there may be 
fidelity, and zeal, and admiration, there cannot be 
friendship. Thus imperfect are all earthly bless- 
ings; the great effect of friendship is beneficence, 
yet by the first act of uncommon kindness it is 
^idangered, like plants that bear their fruit and 
die. Yet this consideration ought not to restrain 
bounty, or repress compassion ; for duty is to be 
preferred before convenience, ajtid he that loses 
part of the pleasures of friendsl^ip by his genero- 
^ty» guns in its place the gratulation of his con- 
science. 
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Garrit amies 
Ex refibe&asj ■ ■ ■ 

The cheerful {»ge, when solemn dictates ^il. 
Conceals the moral counsel in a tale. 

Obidah, the son of Abensina, left the oira- 
vansera eariy in the morning, and panned 
bis journey throngh the plains of Zndostan. He 
was fresh and Tigorous with pest"; lie was am- 
mated with hope; he was ineifeed bydes&re; be 
' walked swiftly forward over die Tatteys, and aaw 
the hills gradually rising before him. As he pagsed 
along, his ears were delighted with the moming 
song of the bird of paradise, he was fanned by the 
last flutters of the sinking breeste, and sprinkled 
with dew by groves of spiees ; he sometinies con- 
templated the towering hdght of tiie oak, mo- 
narch of the hills ; and sometimes caught the gen- 
tle fragrance of the primrose, ^est daughter of 
the spring : aU his senses were gratified, and aU 
care was banished from his heart 

Thus he went on till the sun approadied bis 
meridian, and the increasing heat preyed upon his 
strength ; he then looked roundabout him for some 
more commodious path. He saw, on his right 
band, a grove that seemed to wave its shades as m 
sign of invitation ; he entered it, and found the 
coolness and verdure irresistibly pleasant. He did 
not, however, forget whither he was travelling. 
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but found a narrow way bordered with jfiowers^ 
which appeared to have the simie directum with 
the main road, and was pleased that, hj this happy 
experiment, h^ had found means to unite pleasure 
with business, and to gain the rewards of diligenM 
without suffering its fatigues. He, therefore, still 
continued to walk for a time, without the least re*- 
mission of his ardour, except that he was some* 
times tempted to stop by the nnisic of the birds 
whom the heat had assembled in the shade ; and 
sometimes amused himself with pluddng the 
flowers that covered the^ banks on either side, or 
the fruits that bung ifpon the brandies. At last 
the green path began to decline from its first ten- 
dency, and to wind among hills and thickets, 
cooled with fountains and murmuring with water- 
falls. Here Obidah paused for a time, and began 
to consider whether it were longer safe to forsake 
the known and common track ; but remembering 
that the heat was now in its greatest violence, and 
that the plain was dusty and uneven, he resolved 
to pursue the new path, which he supposed only 
to make a few meanders, in compliance with the 
varieties of the ground, and to end at last in the 
common road. 

Having thus calmed his solicitude, he renewed 
his pace, though he suspected that he was not 
gaining ground. This uneasiness of his mind in- 
dined him to lay hold on every new object, and 
give way to every sensation that might sooth or 
divert him. He listened to every echo, he mount- 
ed every hill for a fresh prospect, be turned aside 
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to every CBicade^ and pleased himself with tramg 
the couFse oi a gentle river that rolled among the 
tree^t and watered a large region with innumerable 
cir€umvoluti<ms. In these amusements the hours 
passed away uncounted, his deviations had per- 
plexed bb memory, and he knew not towards 
what point to travel. He stood pensive and con- 
fused, afraid to go forward least he should go 
wnHig, yet conscious that the time of loitering 
was now past While he was thus tortured with 
uncertainty, the sky was overspread with douds 
^ the day vanished from before him, and a sudden 
tempest gathered round his head. He was now 
roused by his danger to a quick and painful re- 
membrance of his f(^y; he now saw how hap- 
piness is lost when ease is consulted ; he lamented 
the unmanly impatience that prompted him to 
seek shelter in the grove, and despised the p^ty 
curiosity that led him on from trifle to trifle. 
While he was thus reflecting, the air grew blacker, 
and a clap of thunder broke bis meditation. 

He now resolved to do what remained yet in 
his pow^, to tread back the ground which he had 
passed, and try to find some issue where the wood 
might open into the plain. He prostrated himsdf 
on the ground, and commended his life to the 
liord of nature. He rose with confidence and 
tranquillity, and pressed on with his sabre in his 
hand, for the beasts of the desert were in motion, 
and on every hand were heard the mingled howls 
of rage and fear, and ravage and expiration ; all 
the horrors of darkness and solitude surrounded 
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him : the winds roared in the wood8» and the tor-* 
rents tumbled from the hills^ 

TiA n mXin iSir»f h i^to'ir icXvt wMfcit 

Work'd into sudden rage by wintry sbow'n, 
Down the steep hiU the roaring torrent pours ; 
The mountain shepherd hears the distant noise. 

Thus forlorn and distressed, he wandered through 
the wild, without knowing whither he was going; 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to safety or to destruction. At length not fear 
but labour began to overcome him ; his breath 
grew short, and his knees trembled, he was on the 
point of lying down in resignation to his fate, 
when he beheld through the brambles the glim- 
mer of a taper. He advanced towards the light, 
and finding that it proceeded from the cottage of 
a hermit, he called humbly at the door, and ob- 
tained admission. The old man set before him 
such provisions as he had collected for himself, 
on which Obidah fed with eagerness and grati- 
tude. 

When the repast was over, ** Tell me," said the 
hermit, *' by what chance thou hast been brought 
trither; I have been now twenty years an inha- 
** bitant of the wilderness, in which I never saw 
'* a man before." Obidah then related the occur- 
rences of his journey, without any concealment or 
palliation. 

'< Son," said the hermit, <^ let the errors and 
'* follies, the dangers and escape of this day, sink 
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^ deep Into thy heart. Remember, my son, that 
^' human life is the journey of a day. We rise in 
^* the morning o( youth, full of vigour and full <^ 
^* expectation ; we set forward with spirit and hop^ 
** with gaiety and with diligence, and travel on a 
'^ while in the straight road of piety towards the 
^^ mansions of rest In a short time we remit our 
^ fervour, and endeavour to find some mitigation 
^ of our duty, and some more easy means of ob- 
^ taining liie same end. We then relast: our vi- 
^' gour, and resolve no longar to be terrified with 
^ crimes at a disUmee, but rely upon our own con- 
** stancy, and venture to approach what we resolve 
" never to touch. We thus enter the bowers erf 
^ ease, and repose in the shades of security. Hare 
** the heart softens and vigilance subsides ; we are 
'^ then willing to inquire whether another advance 
** cannot be made; and whether we may not, at 
^ least turn our eyes upon the gardens of plea* 
** sure. We approach them with scruple and he* 
*^ sitation ; we enta* them, but enter timorous and 
^ trembling, and always hope to pass through them 
<^ without loaing the road of virtue, wfaidi w^ f« 
** a while, keep in our sight, and to whidi we pro- 
"^ pose to return. But temptation succeeds temp- 
*' tation, and one compliance prepares us for ano* 
'< ther ; we in time lose the happiness of innocence, 
** and solace our disquiet with sensual gratifica- 
*' tions. By degrees we let fall the remembrance 
^* of our original intention, and quit the only ade- 
*' quate object of rational desire. We entangle 
'' ourselves in business, immerge oursdves in lux* 
•• ury, and rove through the labyrinths of incon- 
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^ 8tancy» till the darkness of old age begins to in-> 
« vade us, and disease and anxiety obstruct our 
^' way. We then look back upon our lives with 
^ horror, with sorrow, with repentance ; and wish, 
^ but too dten vainly wish, that we had not for- 
^ saken the ways of virtue. Happy are they, my 
^ son» who shall learn from thy example npt to 
^despair, but shall remember, that though the 
^ day is past, and their strength is wasted, there 
^ yet remains one effort to be made \ that refor- 
^ mation is nev^r hopeless nor sino^np endeavours 
^ ever unassisted ; that the wanderer may at length 
^ r^um after all bis errors, and that he who im- 
^ l^ores strength and courage fipom above^ shall 
« find danger and difficulty give way befinre him. 
^ Go now, my son, to thy repose^ commit thyself 
^ to the care c^ Omnipotence, and when the mom- 
^ ing calls i^n to toil, begin anew tby journey 
« and thy life." 
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Pauci dignoicere possunt 
Vera boM, atque Hits muttum dhersa, remotm 
Errtfrii ««^ll/lll.-— juv. 



How few 



Know their own good ; or knowing it, pursue ! 

How vM of retson are <hir hopes and feanl^-^smTDBir* 

The folly of human wishes and purraita has alwayk 
been a standing sulgect o£ mirth and decbmataod^ 
and has been ridiculed and lamented from age to 
age; till perhaps the fruitless repetition of oom- 
*plaints and censures^ may be justly numbered 
among the subjects of censure and complaint 

Some of these instructors of mankind bsye not 
contented themselves with checking the overflows 
of passion, and lopping the exuberance of desire, 
but have attempted to destroy the root as wdl as 
the branches ; and not only to confine the mind 
within bounds, but to smooth it for ever by a dead 
calm. They have employed their reascm and elo- 
quence to persuade us, that nothing is worth the 
wish of a wise man, have represented all earthly 
good and evil as indifferent, and counted among 
vulgar errors the dread of pain, and the love cf 
life. 

It is almost always the unhappiness of a victo- 
rious disputant, to destroy his own authori^ hj 
claiming too many consequences, or diff^Bing his 
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proposition to un indefensible extent When wq 
have heated our zeal in a cause, and elated our 
confidence with success^ we are naturally inclined 
to pursue the same train o£ reasoning, to establish 
some collateral truth, to remove some adjacent 
difficulty, and to take in the whole comprehension 
of our system. As a prince, in the ardour of ac- 
quisition, is willing to secure his first conquest by 
the addition of another, add fortress to fortress, 
and city to city, till despair and opportunity turn 
his enemies upon him, and he loses in a moment 
the glory of a reign. 

The philosophers having found an easy victory 
over those desires which we produce in ourselves, 
and which terminate in some imaginary state of 
happiness unknown and unattainable, proceeded 
to make further inroads upon the heart, and at- 
tacked at last our senses and our instincts. They 
continue to war upon nature with arms, by which 
only folly could be conquered ; they therefore lost 
the trophies of their former combats, and were 
considered no longer with reverence or regard. 

Yet it cannot be with justice denied, that these 
men have been very useful monitors, and have left 
many proofs of strong reason, deep penetration, 
and accurate attention to the affairs of life, which 
it is now our business to separate from the foam 
of a boilmg imagination, and to apply judiciously 
to our own use. They have shewn that most of 
the conditions of life, which raise the envy -of the 
timorous, and rouse the ambition of the daring, 
are empty shows of felicity, which, when they be- 
come familiar, lose their power of delighting ; and 
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that the most prosperous and exalted have very 
few advantages over a meaner and mote obseuxe 
fi»tane, when their dangers and solicitudes are 
bahmced against theb equipage, thehr banquets and 
their pakoes. 

It is natural for every man uninstrueted to mur- 
mur at his condition, because, in the general infe- 
Udty of life, he feels his own miseries, without 
knowing that they are common to all the rest of 
the species ; and therefore, though he will not be 
less sensible of pain by being told that others are 
equally tormented, he win at least be freed from 
tiie temptation of seeking, by perpetual changes, 
that ease which is no where to he /bund; and 
tihongh his disease still continues, he escapes the 
hazard of exasperating it by remedies. 

The gratificaticms which a£Bluenoe o( wealth, ex^ 
tent of power, and eminence of reputation confer, 
must be always, by their own nature, confined to 
a very small number ; and the life of the greater 
part of mankind must be lost in empty widies and 
painful comparisons, were [not the balm of f^ilo- 
sophy shed upon us, and our discontent at the ap- 
pearances of an unequal distribution soothed and 
appeased. 

It seemed, perhaps, below the dignity of the 
great masters of moral learning, to descend to fe- 
miliar life, and caution mankind against that pet^ 
amlntion which is known among us by the name 
of Vanity ; which yet had been an undertaking not 
unworthy of the longest beard, and most soAemn 
austaity. For though the passions of little minds, 
acting in low stations, do not fill the world with 
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bloodshed and devastations, or mark, bj* great 
events, the periods of time, yet they torture the 
breast on which they seize, infest those that are 
placed within the readi of their influence, destroy 
private quiet and private virtue, and undermine 
insensiUy the happiness of the world. 

The derire of excellence is laudable^ but is very 
frequently ill directed. We &11, by chance^ into 
some class of mankind, and, without consulting 
nature or wisdom, resolve to gain their regard by 
those qualities which they happen to esteeoK I 
once knew a man remarkably dim-aighted, who, 
by conversing much with country gentlemen, fi>uttd 
himself irresistibly determined to sylvan honours. < 
His great ambition was to shoot flying, and he 
therefore spent whole days in the woods pursuing 
g»me; which, before he was near enough to see 
them» his approach frighted away. 

When it happens that the desure tends to ob- 
jects which produce no competition, it may be 
overlooked with some indulgence, because^ how- 
ever fruitless or absurd, it cannot have ill eflSccts 
upon the morals. But most of our enjoyments 
owe their value to the peculiarity of possessioa, 
and when they are rated at too high a valu^ give 
occasion to stratagems of malignity, and incite 
opposition, hatred, and defamation. The contest 
of two rural beauties for preference and distinc- 
ti<ni, is often sufficiently keen and rancorous to 
fill their breasts with all those passions, which are 
generally thought the curse only of senates, of 
armies, and of courts ; and the rival dancers of an 
obscure assembly have their partisans and abet* 
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tore, often not less exasperated against eadi other, 
than those who are prcmiotii^ the interests <^ rml 
'monarchs. 

It is common to consider those whom we find 
infi?cted with an unreasonable regard for trifling 
accomplishments, as chargeable with all the oon- 
sequences of their folly, and as the authors of thdr 
own unhappiness : but, perhaps, those whom we thus 
soom or detest, have more claim to tenderness than 
has been yet allowed them. Before we permit our 
severity to break loose upon any fault or error, 
we ought sorely to consider how much we have 
countenanced or promoted it. We see multitudes 
busy in the pursuit' of ridies, at the expence of 
wisdom and of virtue ; but we see the rest of man* 
kind approving their conduct, and inciting their 
ei^emess, by paying that regard and deference to 
wealth, which wisdom and virtue only can de- 
serve. We see women universally jealous of the 
reputation of their beauty, and frequratly look 
with contempt on the care with which they study 
their complexions, endeavour to preserve or to 
supply the bloom of youth, regulate every onuh 
ment, twist their hair into curls, and shade their 
feces from the weather. We recommend the care 
of their nobler part, and tell them how little ad- 
dition is made by all their arts to the graces of 
the mind. But when was it known that femak 
goodness or knowledge was able to attract that 
officiousness, or inspire that ardour, which beauty 
produces whenever it appears? And with what 
hope can we endeavour to pereuade the ladies, 
that the time spent at the toilet is lost in vanity. 
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when they have every moment some new convic- 
tion, that their interest is' more effectually pro- 
moted by a ribband well disposed, than by the 
brightest act of heroic virtue ? 

In every instance of vanity it will be found that 
the blame ought to be shared among more than it 
generally reaches; all who exalt trifles by immo- 
derate praise, ot instigate needless emulation by 
invidious incitements, are to be considered as per- 
vertCTs of reason, and corrupters of the world : 
and since every man is obliged to promote happi- 
ness and virtue, he should be careful not to mis- 
lead unwary minds, by appearing to set too high a 
value upon things t^y which no real excellfenoe is 
eonferred. 
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SmxH^ fiXtinnf tfifM^h f4AA»n X. B OBIP. 

Exiles, the proverb says, subsist on hope. 
Delusive hope stiU points to distant good, 
' To good that modes approach. 

There is no temper so generally indulged as 
hope; other passions operate by starts on par- 
ticular occasions, or in certain parts of life; but 
hope begins with the first power of comparing 
ouf actual with our possible state, and attends us 
through every §tage and period, always urging us 
forward to new acquisitions, and holding out soxxx^ 
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cfotont UMingB to msr viewi promimig us eitiher 
relief from paih» m increase of liappinen. 

Hope is neceBMry in every oonditioo. The nu- 
series of poverty, of MckneflB» of captivity, wouldp 
without this ctomfdrt, be inrapportiible ; nor does 
it appear that the happiest lot of terreatriiA ex- 
istence can set us above the want of tins genenl 
blessing ; or that life, when the gifts of nature «id 
of fortune are accumulated upon it, would not 
still be wretched, were it not elevated and de- 
lighted by the expectation of some new possession, 
of some new enjoyment yet behind, by which die 
wish shall be at last satisfied, and the heart iSied 
up to its utmost extent. 

Hope is, indeed, very fallacious, and {mmises 
what it seldom gives; but its promises are more 
valuable than the gifts of fortune, and it seldom 
fiiistrates us without assuring us of reoompenang 
the delay by a greater bounty. 

I was musing on this strange inclination which 
every man feels to deceive himself, and ccmsider- 
ing the advantages and dangers proceeding from 
this gay prospect of futurity, when, felling asleep^ 
on a sudden I found myself placed in a garden, 
of which my sight could descry no limits. Every 
scene about me was gay and gladsome, light with 
sunshine, and fragrant with perfumes ; the ground 
was painted with all the variety of spring, and dl 
tie cboilr of nature was singing in the^ grove*. 
When I had recovered from the first raptures^ 
with which the confusion of pleasure had for a 
time entranced me, I began to take a partieiilar 
and ddiberate view of this ddightful region. I 
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then pimeiTvd that I had yet higher gratificiatioiis 
to expect, and that, at a sooatt distance frdm Hie^ 
there were brighter flowers, clearer foantaiiis, and 
more lofty groves, where the Urds, which I yet 
heard but fiutitly, were exertitog all the power id 
melody. The trees about me were beautiful with 
verdure, and fragrant with Uoatoitis; but I was 
tempted to leave them by the sight of ripe fruits, 
which seemed to hang only to be plucked. I 
therefore walked hastily forwards, but found, as I 
proceeded, that the colours of the field faded at 
tny approach, the fruit fell before I reached it, 
the birds flew still singing before me, and though 
I pressed onward with great celerity, I Was still in 
inght of pleasures of which I eould not yet gain 
the possession, and which seemed to mock my 
diligence, and to retire as I advanced. 

Though I was ccmfbunded with so many alter* 
nations of joy and grief, I yet persisted to go for* 
ward, in hopes that these fugitive delights would 
in time be overtaken. Atlength I saw an innu* 
merable multitude of every age and sex, who 
seemed all to partake of some general felicity; 
for every cheek was flushed with confidence, and 
every eye sparkled with eagerness; yet each ap^ 
peaied to have some particular and secret ple»^ 
sore, and very few were willing to communicate 
their intentions, or extend their bonoera beyond 
themselves. Most of them seemed, by the nq[>idity 
of their motion, too busy to gratify the curiosity 
of a stranger, and therefore 1 was content tx a 
white to gaze upon them, without interrupting 
them with troublesome inquiries. At last I db>^ 
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served one man worn with dime, and imable to 
straggle in the crowd; and» therefore* supposing 
him more at leisurei I began to accost him : but 
he turned from me with anger* and told me he 
must not be disturbed, for the great hour of pro- 
jection was now come when M^miry should lose 
his^ wings* and dayery should no longer dig the 
mine for gold. 

I left him* and attempted anothar* whose soft-* 
ness of mein* and easy movement* gave me reason 
to hope for a more agreeable reception: but he 
told me* with a low bow* that nothing would make 
him more happy than an opportunity of serving 
me* which he could not now want, for a pllace 
which he had been twenty years soUdting would 
be soon vacant From hidi I had recourse to the 
next* who was departing in haste to take posses.- 
sion of the estate of an unde, who by the course 
of nature could not live long. He that followed 
waa preparing to dive fw treasure in a new- 
invented bell; and another was on the point of 
discovering the longitude. 

Being thus rejected wheresoever I applied my- 
self for information* I began to imagine it best to 
desist from inquiry* and try wh^t my own obstf- 
vation would discover : but seeing a young man 
gay and thoughtless* I resolved upon one more 
experiment* and was informed that I was in the 
garden of Hope* the daughter of Desire and that 
all those whom I saw thus tumultuously bustlii^ 
round me were incited by the promises of Hope, 
and hastening to sdze the gifts which she hdd in 
her hand. 
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I turned my sight upward, and saw a goddess 
in the bloom of youth sitting on a throne : around 
her lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the blessings 
of life were spread abroad to view ; she had a per^ 
petual gaiety of aspect, and every one imagined 
that her smile, which was impartial and genera], 
was directed to himself, and triumphed in his own 
superiority to others, who had conceived the same 
confidence from the same mistake. 

I then mounted an eminence, from which I had 
a more extensive view of the whole place, and 
could with less perplexity ccmsider the diflferent 
conduct of the crowds that filled it. From this 
station I observed, that the entrance into the gar« 
den of Hope was by two gates, one of which was 
kept by Reason, and the other by Fancy. Rea* 
son was surly and scrupulous, and seldom turned 
the key without many interrogatories, and long 
hesitation ; but Fancy was a kind and gentle por* 
tress, she held her gate wide open, and welcomed 
all equally to the district undar her superinten- 
dency; so that the passage was crowded by all 
those who either feared the examination of Rea- 
son, or had been rejected by her. 

From the gate of Reason there was a way to 
the throne of Hope, by a craggy, slippery and 
winduig pi^h, called the '< Streight of Difficulty," 
which those who entered with the permission of 
the guard endeavoured to climb. But though 
they surveyed the way very carefully before they 
began to rise, and marked out the^several stages of 
their progress, they commonly found unexpected 
obstacles, and were obliged fi^uently to «6top on 
the sudden, where they imagined the way plain 
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and even. A thoiuand intrioades etnhtanetaiA 
tfiein^ a thousand slips ttirew them baok^ and a 
Aousand pitfalls impeded their advance. So for- 
midable were the dangers^ and so frequent the 
Aisoarriages» that many returned frotn the firrt 
attempt^ and many fainted in the midst ci the 
way» and only a very small number were led up 
to the summit of Hope, by the hand of Forti« 
tude. Of these few the greater part, when they 
had obtained the gift which Hope had promised 
Uiem, regretted the labour which it cost, and felt 
in their suco^ the regret of disappointment ; the 
rest retired with theii" ptiee, And were led by Wis- 
dom to the bowers of Content 

Turning then towards the gate of Fancy, I could 
find no way to the seat of Hope ; but though she 
aat full in view» and held out her gifts with an ur 
o£ irtvitation, which filled every heart with rap- 
ture^ the mountain was, on that side, inaccessibly 
sleeps but so channelled and shaded, that none 
perceived the impossibility of ascending it» but 
esch imagined himself to have discxyvered a way 
to which the rest were strangers* Many expe- 
dients were indeed tried by this industrious trib^ 
of whom some were making themselves wings, 
which others were contriving to actuate by the 
perpetual motion. But with all their labour, and 
all their artifices^ they never rose above the ground 
or quickly AbII back, nor ever approached the throne 
of Hope, but continued still to ga2e at a distance^ 
and laughed at the slow progress of those whom 
they saw toiling in the '' Streight of DiflSculty.*' 

Fart of the favourites of Fancy, when they bad 
entered the garden, without maidng, like the rest; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Na 67. THE EAMBLBl. 4S9 

an attempt to cHmb the mountaiD^ turned immedi* 
ately to the vale of Idleness^ a calm and midis^ 
turbed returement, from whence they could always 
have hope in prospect, and to which they pleased 
themselves with believing tiiat she intended spee* 
dily to descend. These were indeed scorned by all 
the rest ; but they seemed very little affected by 
contempt, advice, or reproof, but were resolved to 
expect at ease the fitvour of the goddess* 

Among this gay race I was wandering, and 
found them ready to answer all my questions, and 
willing to communicate their mirth ; but turning 
round, I saw two dreadful monsters entering the 
vale, one of whom I knew to be Age, and the 
other Want Sport and revelling were now at an 
md, and an universal shriek of afiright and dis* 
tress burst out and awaked me. 



No. 68. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1760 



Vtvendum rede, c%im propter pturima, tunc hi$ 

JPngcipue amtis, ut Hnguas fnamcipiorwn 

Contemnas ; nam lingua malt pars pemma #frW.-*-*^9r, 

Let UB live well : were it alime Ibr this 
The honeftd tongue of lerraiits to demise : 
Slander^ that wont of p(»aoD8> erer finds 
An easy entrance to ignoble minds.— mbbvey. 

The younger Pliny has very justly observed, 
that of actions thai deserve our attention, the most 
splendid are not always the greatest. Fam^ and 
wonder, and ap^^use^ are not excited but bjr 
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external and adventitious dreumstances^ dten &- 
tinct and separate from virtue and heroism. Emi* 
paoce of station, greati^ss of effect, and all the 
favours of fortune, must concur to place excellence 
in public view ; but fortitude, diligence^ and pa- 
tience, divested of theur show, glide unobserved 
through the crowd of life, and suffer and act, 
though with the same vigour and constancy, yet 
without pity and without praise. 

This remark may be extended to all parts of 
life. Nothing is to be estimated by its effect upon 
common eyes and common ears. A thousand mi- 
aeries make silent and invisible inroads on man- 
kind, and the heart feels innumerabJe throbs^ which 
oevar break into complaint. Perhaps, likewise, 
our pleasures are for the most part equally secret, 
and most are borne up by some private satisfac- 
tion, some internal consciousness, some latent 
hope, some peculiar prospect, which they never 
communicate, but reserve for solitary hours, and 
clandestine meditation. 

The main of life is, indeed, composed of small 
incidents and petty occurrences ; of wishes for ob- 
jects not remote, and grief for disappointments of 
no fatal consequence ; of insect vexations whidi 
sting us and fly away, impertinences which buzz 
awhile about us, and are heard no more ; of me- 
teorous pleasures which dance before us and are 
dissipated; of compliments which glide off tte 
soul like other music, and are forgotten by him 
that gave and him that received them. 

Such is the general heap out of which every 
man is to cull his own condition; for, as the che* 
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mists tell us, that all bodies are resolvable into the 
same elements, and that the boundless variety of 
things arises from the different proportions of very 
few ingredients; so a few pains and a few plea- 
sures are idl the materials of human life, and of 
these the proportions are partly allotted. by Provi* 
dence, and partly left to the arrangement of reascm 
and of choice. 

As these are well or ill disposed, man is for the 
most part happy or miserable. For very few are 
involved in great events, or have their thread of 
life entwisted with the diain of causes on which 
armies or nations are suspended; and even those 
who seem wholly busied in public affairs, and ele- 
vated above low cares, or trivial pleasures, past 
the chief part of their time in familiar and domes- 
tic scenes ; from these they came into puUie life, 
to these they are every hour recalled by passions 
not to be suppressed; in these they have the re- 
irard of their toils, and to these at last they retire. 

The great end of prudence is to give cheerful- 
ness to those hours, which splendour cannot gild 
and acclamatiota cannot exhilarate ; those soft in- 
tervals of unbended amusement, in which a man 
shrinks to his natural dimensions, and throws aside 
the (nmaments or disguises, which he feds in pri- 
vacy to be useless incumbrances, and so lose all 
effect when they become fiimiliar. To be happy 
at home is the ultimate result of all ambition, the 
end to which every enterprise and labour tends, 
and of which every desire prompts the prosecution. 

It is, indeied, at home that every man must be 
known by those who would make a just estimate 
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eithtr of his virtue ot felicsty ; for stnUet and en^ 
broidery are alike oocasional, and the mind is often 
diesaed for show ip painted honour and fietitioat 
benevolence. 

Bv^ man must have found some wboae Vifes, 
in ev^ house but their own, was a continual a^ 
ries of hypocrisy, and who eonoealed under fiur 
appearances bad qualities, which, whenever thqr 
thought themselves out of the reaeh ai censnre^ 
bmke out from their restraint, like winds imprU 
soned in their caverns^ and whom every one bad 
reason to love, but they whose love a wise man is 
MieOy solicitous to procure. And there are otben 
who, without any show ofgeoend goocbiesa, and 
without the attraetions by whi<^ popularity is con« 
ctUated, are received among thar own fiimilies as 
bestowers of happiness, and reverenced, as inskruo- 
Um, guardiani^ uid benefectors. 

The most authentic witnesses of ^y man's cha^- 
racter are those who know him in his own famify; 
imd see him without any restraint or rule of eon- 
dud; but such as he vcduntarily prescribes to Um* 
sdf. If a man carties virtue with him into hk pri* 
vate apartments, and takes no advantage ci unli- 
mited poww or probable secrecy ; if we tmee him 
through the rouiid of his tim^ and find that his 
character, with those allowanees which morfad 
fimlty must always want, is uniform and regidar, 
we have all the evidence of his sincerity, that one 
man can have with regard to anothw: and. In- 
deed, as hypocrisy cannot be its own reward, we 
may, without hesitation, determine that his heart 
is pure. 
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The hi^est panegyric, therefore, that private 
virtue can receive, is the praise of servants. For, 
however vanity or insolence may look down with 
contempt on the suffrage of men undignified by 
wealth, and unenlightened by education, it very 
seldom happens that they commend or blame with- 
out justice. Vice and virtue are easily distinguish- 
ed. Oppression, according tp Harrington's apho- 
rism, will be felt by those that cannot see it; and, 
perhaps, it falls out very often that, in moral ques- 
tions, the philosophers in the gown, and in the 
livery, differ not so much in their sentiments, as 
in their language, and have equal power of dis- 
cerning right, though they cannot point it out to 
otJbers with equal address. 

There are very few fiiults to be committed kk 
solitude, or without some agents, partners, confe- 
derates, or witnesses; and, therefore, the servant 
must commonly know the secnets of a master, who 
has any secrets to entrust; and failings, merdy 
personal, are so frequently exposed by that seou-i 
rity which pride and folly generally produce, and 
so inquisitively watched by that desire <^ reducing 
the inequalities of condition, which the lower or- 
ders of the world will always feel, that the testi- 
mony of a menial domestic can seldom be crah 
sidered as defective for want of knowledge. And 
though its impartiality may be sometimes suspect- 
ed, it is at least as credible as that of equals, where 
rivahry instigates censure, or friendship dictates pal- 
liations. 

The danger of betraying our weaknessea to our 
servants, and the impossibility of concealing it fix>m 
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them, may be justly considered as one motiTe to a 
regular and irreproachable life. For do oondidoii 
is aiore*1)ateful or despicable^ than his who haa pot 
himself in the power of his serrant; in the pdwer 
of him whom, perhaps, he has first cormpted bj 
making him subservient to his vices, and whose 
fidelity he therefore cannot enforce by any preeqita 
of honesty or reason. It is seldom known that aa« 
thority thus acquired, is possessed withont inso« 
lence, or that the master is not forced to confeas 
by his tameness or forbearance^ tiiat he haa en* 
i^Ted himself by some foolish confidenca And 
his crime is equally punished, whatever part he 
takes of the choice to wh)efa he k reduced; and 
be is from that fatal hour, in which he saciWced 
his dignity to his passions, in perpetud dread of 
msolence or defamation ; of a controller at hom^ 
or an accuser abroad. He is condemned to por^ 
diase, by continual bribes, that secrecy which 
bribes never secured, and which, after a loi^ 
course of submission, promises, and anuettes^ he 
will find violated in a fit of rage^ or in a fietic of . 
drunkenness 

To dread no eye, and to iBuspect no tongue, is 
the great prerogative of innocence ; an ezemptioD 
gnmted only to invariaUe virtue. But^ guilt has 
always itp hmrors and solicitudes ; and to nsake it 
yet more shamefiil and detestable^ it is dkxKned 
trften to stand in awe of those, to whom nothii^ 
could give influence or weight, but thdr power of 
betraying. 
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Plet^uoque, ut m Mpeeido rugas atbpegii iMtlis^ 
l^fndaris ; et stcutfh eur sii bU rapta, rtfuirith 
7'empus edax rerum, tuque invidiosa vetustas 
Omnia de$truitis ; vitiaia qua dentibu* avi 
Jhmiaiim leiM consumiiii omnia morte , dm. 

The dretdftd wrinkles wden poor Helen apy'd^ 

Ah ! why this second rape ?— with tears she cry'd; 

Time^ thoa dewaxet, and tfaoa envious age^ 

Who an destroy with keen conrodiiig mge^ 

Beneath your jaws^ whate'er have pleas'd or please> 

Must sink, oonsnm'd hy swift or slow d^prees.-*— elphinston. 

Ak old Greek epigrammatist, intending to fthew 
tiie miseries that attend the last stage of man» im* 
preoatet upon those who iire so fo<Jish as to wish 
tor long life, the calamity of^ continuing to gro# 
old from century to century. He thought that no 
adventitions or foreign pain was requisite ; that de-* 
fsrepitude itself was an epitome of whatever is dread- 
ful ; and nothing could be added to the curse of 
age, but that it shoald be extended beyond its na^' 
tural limits. 

The most indiffinrent or negligent spectator can 
indeed scarcely retire without heaviness of heart 
fiom a view of the last scenes of the tragedy of 
life» in which he finds those, who^ in the fi>rmer 
parts of the drama, were distinguished by opposi. 
tkm of conduct, contrariety of designs, and dis-^ 
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similitude of personal qualities, all involved in one 
common distress, and all struggling with affliction 
which they cannot hope to overcome. 

The other miseries, which waylay our passage 
through the world, wisdom may escape, and forti- 
tude may conquer : by caution and circumspection 
we may steal along with very little to obstruct or 
incommode us ; by spirit and vigour we may force 
a way, and reward the vexation of contest by the 
pleasures of victory. But a time must come when 
our policy and bravery shall be equally useless; 
when we shall all sink into helplessness and sad- 
ness, without any power of receiving solace firom 
the pleasures that have formeriy detighted us, or 
any prospect of emerging into a second possession 
of the blessings that we have lost 

The industry of man has, indeed, not been want- 
ing in endeavours to procure comforts for these 
hours of dejection and melancholy, and to gild the 
dreadful gloom with artificial light The most 
usual support of old age is wealth. He whose 
possessions are large, and whose diests are fiillt 
imagines himself always fortified against invasions 
on bis authority. If he has lost all other means of 
government, if his strength and his reason fail 
him, he can at last alter his will ; and therefore all 
that have hopes must likewise have fears, and he 
may still continue to give laws to such as have not 
ceased to regard their own interest 

This is, indeed, too frequently the citadel of the 
dotard, the last fortress to which age retires, and 
in which he makes the stand against the upstart 
race that seizes his domains, disputes his cchu- 
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mands, and cancels his prescriptions. But here^ 
though there may be safety, there is no pleasure ; 
and what remains is but a proof that more was 
once possessed. 

Nothing seems to have been more universally 
dreaded by the ancients than orbity, or want of 
children ; and, indeed, to a man who has survived 
all the companions of his youth, all who have par* 
tidpated his pleasures and his cares, have been 
engaged in the same events, and filled their minds 
with the same conceptions, this full-peopled world 
is a dismal solitude. He stands forlorn and silent, 
neglected or insulted, in the midst of multitudes, 
animated with hopes which he cannot share, and 
employed in business which he is no longer able 
to forward or retard ; nor can he find any to whom 
his life or his death are of importance, unless he 
has secured some domestic gratifications, some 
tender employments, and endeared himself to some 
whose interest and' gratitude may unite them to 
him. 

So different are^he colours of life as we look 
forward to the future, or backward to the past; 
and so different the opinions and sentiments which 
this contrariety of appearance naturally produces, 
that the conversation of the old and young ends 
generally with contempt or pity on either side. 
To a young man entering the world with fulness 
of hope, and ardour of pursuit, nothing is so un- 
pleasing aa the cold cautioh^ the faint expecta- 
tions, the scrupulous diffidence, which experience 
and disappointments certainly infuse ; and the old 
man wonders in his turn that the world never can 
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grow wiser, that neither precepts, nor testiraomei 
can cure boys of tlieir o^dulity and suffidem^; 
and that not one can be convinced that narea are 
laid for him, till he finds himself entangled* 

Thus one generation is always the aoom and 
wonder of the other, and the notions of the dd 
and young are like liquors of* different gravi^ and 
texture which never can unite. The spirits of 
youth sublimed by health, and volatilized by pas* 
sion, soon leave behind them the phl^matic sedii. 
ment of weariness and deliberation, and burst out 
in temerity and enterprise. The tendemesa 
therefore which nature infuses, and which Jong 
habits of bene^cence confirm, is necessary to re- 
concile such opposition ; and an old man must be 
a father to bear with patience those follies and ab* 
surdities which he will perpetually imagine him- 
self to find in the schemes and expectations, tiie 
pleasures and the sorrows, ci those who have not 
yet been hardened by time, and chilled by fhiatra* 
tion. 

Yet it may be doubted, whether the pleasure of 
seeing children ripening into strength; be not 
overbalanced by the pain of seeing some fall in 
the blossom, and others blasted in their growth; 
some shaken down with storms, some tainted with 
cankers, and some shrivelled in the shade; and 
whether he that extends his care beyond himself 
does not multiply his anxieties more than his plea* 
aures, and weary himself to no purpose, by auper^ 
intending what he cannot regulate. 

But, though age be to every order of humn 
brings sufficiently terrible^ it is particularly to be 
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dreaded bj fine ladies, who hirre bad no othar end 
or ambition than to fill up the day and the night 
wkh dfesS) divenioD^ and flattery, and who, hav* 
mg made no acquaintance with knowledge, or 
with business, have constantly caught all their 
ideas finom the current prattle of the hour, and 
been indebted for all their happiness to complin 
ments and treats. With these ladies, age b^ns 
early, and very often lasts long; it begins when 
their beauty fades, when their mirth loses its 
sprightlioess, and their motion its ease. Frocn 
that time all which gave them joy vanishes froth 
about them ; they hear the praises bestowed on 
others, which used to swell their bosoms frith ex* 
tdtatiion. They visit the seats of felicity, and en- 
deavour to continue the habit of being delighted* 
But pleaaure is only received when we believe 
that we give it in return. Neglect and petulance 
inform them that their power and their value are 
past; and what then remains but a tedious and 
comfortless uniformity of time, without any mo- 
tion of the heart, or exercise of the reason ? 

Yet, however age may discourage us by its ap- 
pearance from considering it in prospect, we shall 
all by degrees certainly be old ; and therefore we 
ought to inquire what provision can be made 
against that time of distress ? what happiness can 
be stored up against the winter of life ? and how 
we may pass our latter years with serenity and 
cheerfulness ? 

If it has been found by the experience of man- 
kind, that not even the best seasons of life are 
able to supply sufficient gratifications, without 
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anticipatiiig uncerbiiii feUdties, it cannot sordy 
be supposed that dd age, worn with labours, ha^ 
rassed with anxieties, and tortured with diseases, 
should have any gladness of its own, or feel any 
satisfaction from the contemplation of the present 
All the comfort that can now he expected must 
be recalled from the past, or borrowed from the 
future; the past is very soon exhausted, all the 
events or actions of which the memory can afford 
pleasure are quickly recollected; and the futoie 
lies beyond the grave, where it can be reached only 
by virtue and devoticm. 

Piety is the only proper and adequate relief oi 
decaying man. He that grows oid without rdi« 
gious hopes, as he declines into imbecility* and 
feels pains and sorrows incessantly crowdinig upon 
him, falls into a gulf^i of bottomless misery, in 
which every reflection must plunge him deeper, 
and where he finds only new gradations of an- 
guish, and precipices of horror. 
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Argentea proles, 
Auro deterior, Jnlvo preiiosior are, oviD. 

Succeeding timeB a sflTer age behold^ 

Rgcelllng hnm, bat more exoeird by gdd.-*— dbyben. 

Hesiod, in his celebrated distribution of man- 
kind, divides them into three orders of inteU 
lect ^ The first place," says he, '' belongs to^ 
^^him that can by his own powers discern what is' 
** right and fit, and penetrate to the remoter mo-. 
^^ tives of action. The second is claimed by him^j 
^ that is willing to hear instruction, and can per-j 
*' ceive right and wrong when they are shewn him 
^*by another; but he that has neither acuteness 
'* nor docility, who can neither find the way by ] 
*^ himself, nor will be led by others, is a wretch 
" without use or value.** 

If we survey the moral world, it will be found, 
that the same division may be made of men, with] 
regard to theur virtue. There are some whosej 
principles are so firmly fixed, whose conviction is 
so constantly present to their minds, and who 
have raised in themselves such ardent wishes for 
the approbation of God, and the happiness with 
which he has promised to reward obedience and 
perseverance, that they rise above all other cares 
and considerations, and uniformly examine every 
action and desire, by comparing it with the divine 
commands. There are others in a kind of equi- 
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IpcHte between good and ill; who are moyed on 
the one part by riches or pleasure, by the giatifi- 
cations <^ passion and the defights of seme; and, 
on the other, by laws of which they own the ob- 

f ligati<Hi, and rewards of which they believe the 

\ reality, and whom a very small additicm of weight 
turns either way. The third dass conaiats of 
bangs immersed in pleasure, or abandoned to 
passion, without any desire of highar good, or any 
eflfort to extend thek thoughts beyond immtdUate 

I and grots satisfactions. 

The second dass is so ii|udi tibe ttost num^ 

i rous, tiiat it may be oonsidared as oomprisiii^ tlie 
whole body of mankind. Those of the last are 
not very many, and those of the first are vefy 
few ; and neither the one nor tiie other fiU much 
under the consideration of the moralists, wiiose 
precepts are intended chiefly for those who are 
endeavouring to go forward up the steeps of vir- 
tue, not for those who have already readied the 
summit or those who are resolved to stay for e?er 
in their present situation. 

To a man not versed in the living world, but 
accustomed to judge only by specidative reuoii» 
it is scarcely crediUe that any cHie diould be in 
this state of indifference, or stcmd undeteraiined 
and unengaged, ready to follow the first caU to 
either side. It seems certain, that either a man 
must bdieve that virtue will make him l^ipp)^, 
and resolve therefore to be virtuous, or $hink that 
he may be happy without virtue, and therefore 
cast off all care but for his present interest. It 
seems impossible that conviction should be on <»e 
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nde^ and (mMslice on the other ; and Chat he who? 
has seen the right way should vduntarily shut Ms I 
eyes, that he may quit it with nM»e tranquijlity. 

* Yet aU these absurdities are every hour to be found ; \ 
the wisest and best men deviate from known and , 
acknowledged duties, by inadverteni^^ or surprise; j 
aiid most are good no longer than while tempta- I 
tion is away, than while their pasrions are without | 
excitements, and their opinions are free from the 
counteraction of any other motive. 

- £^mong the sentiments which dmost every man 
dianges as he advances into years, is the expec- 
tation of uniformity of character. He that with- 
out acquaintance with the power of desire, the 
cogency of distress, the complications of aflOdrs, 
or the force of partial influence, has filled his 
mind with the excellence of virtue, and, having 
never tried his resolution in any encounters with 
hope or fear, believes it able to stand firm, what- 
ever shall oppose it, win be dways clamorous 
against the smallest fiulure, ready to exaM the 
utmost punctudities of right, and to oondder 
every man that fails in any part of his duty, as 
vrithout conscience and without merit ; unworthy 
of trust or love, of pity or regard ; as an enemy 
whcxn all should join to drive out of sodety, as a 
pest which all should avoid, or as a weed whidi 
aU should trample. 

It is not but by experience, that we are taught 
the possibility of retaining some virtues, and re- 
jecting others, or of being good or bad to a par- 
ticular degree. For it is very easy to the solitary 
teascmer^ to prove that the same arguments by 
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which the mind is fortified against one orime ure 
of equal force against all, and the consequence 
very naturally fdlows, that be whom they fiul to 
move on jany occasion, has dther never considered * 
them^ or has by some fallacy taught himself to 
evade their validity; and that, therefore, when a 
man is known to be guilty of one crimen no fiur- 
ther evidence is needful of his depravity and cor- 
ruption. 

> Yet such is the state of all mortal virtue, tha( 
it is always uncertain and variable, sometimes ex- 
tending to the whole ccmipass of duty, and some- 
times shrinking into a narrow space, and fortify- 
ing only a few avenues of the beart, while all the 
rest is left open to the incursions of appetite, or 
given up to the dominion of wickedness. /No- 
thing therefore is more unjust than to judge of 
man by too short an acquaintance, and too slight 
1 inspection ; for it often happens, that in the loose, 
and thoughtless, and dissipated, there is a secret 
radical worth, which may shoot out by pra^^er^jail- 
tivation ; that the spark of heaven, though dimmed 
and obstructed, is yet not extinguished, but may, 
by the breath of counsel and exhortation, be kin- 
dled into flame/J 

I To imagine that every one who is not com- 
pletely good is irrecoverably abandoned, is to sup- 
.pose that all are capable of the' same d^^ree of 
'^excellence ; it is indeed to,' exact from aU that per- 
fection which none ever can attain. And since 
the purest virtue is consistent with some vice, and 
the virtue of the greatest number with almost an 
equal proportion of contrary qualities, let none too 
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hastily conclude, that all goodiiess is lost, though 
it may for a time be clouded and overwhelmed ; 
for most minds are the slaves of external circum- 
stances, and* conform to any hand that undertakes 
to mould them, roll down any torrent of custom \^^ 
in which they happen to be caught, or bend to 
any importunity that bears hard against them. 

It may be particularly observed of women, that ] 
they are for the most part good or bad, as they) 
fall among those who practice virtue or vice ; and^; 
that neither education nor reason gives them 
much security against the influence of example, J 
Whether it be that they have less courage to 
stand against opposition, or that their desire of 
admimtion makes them sacrifice their principles 
to the poor pleasure of worthless praise, it is cer- 
tain, whatever be the cause, that female goodness 
seldom keeps its ground against laughter, flattery, 
or fashion. 

For this reason, every one should consider him- 
self as entrusted, not only with his own conduct, 
but with that of others ; and as accountable, not 
only for the duties which he neglects, or the crimes 
that he conmiits, but for that negligence and irre- 
.^larity which he may encourage or inculcate. 
Every man, in whatever station, has, or endea- 
vours to have, his followers,' admirers, and imita- 
tors, and has therefore the influence of his exam- 
ple to watch with care ; he ought to avoid not 
only crimes, but the appearance of crimes, and 
not only to practice virtue, but to applaud, coun- 
tenance, and support it. For it is possible that 
for want of attention, we may teach others faults 
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from which ourselves are free, or, by a cowardly 
desertion of a cause, which we ourselves approve, 
may pervert those who fix their eyes upon us, and 
having no rule of their own to guide their omrse, 
are easily misled by the aberrations of that example 
which they choose for their direction. 
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